
Give online:
www.2016ACAbridgeport.com

Ways to Give
When contemplating your level of sacrifice, please consider using the Pledge Plan.   
Pledging will allow a greater sacrifice by extending the payment of your gift through  
December 31, 2016.

GIFTS - Checks may be made payable to the Annual Catholic Appeal. Please do not  
send cash.

CREDIT CARD - A credit card gift may be payable online or by pledge card.

ONLINE GIVING -2016ACAbridgeport.com.

MATCHING GIFTS - Many organizations will match gifts to Catholic Charities and 
Catholic Schools. Please contact 203-416-1312 for more information.

GIFTS OF SECURITIES - If you own securities that have appreciated in value, they 
can be given to the Appeal and their full market value becomes a tax deductible gift.  
Please contact 203-416-1470 for more information.

For more information, please email 2016ACA@diobpt.org or call us at: 203-416-1470. 

Court of Honor
The Court of Honor recognizes donors who have demonstrated their extraordinary 
generosity to the Annual Catholic Appeal.  Membership is extended to any individual  
or family that contributes an Appeal gift of $2,500 or more.
  
   – Bishop’s Leadership Circle ($25,000 and above)
   – Lawrence Cardinal Shehan Society ($10,000-$24,999)
   – Bishop Walter Curtis Society ($5,000-$9,999)
   – Court of Honor Partner ($2,500-$4,999)

Annual Catholic Appeal Goal – $11,000,000
Allocation of Funds in 2016

Each year, the Diocese of Bridgeport assesses its financial resources, the needs of parishioners 
and its ability to respond effectively and with compassion. This illustration is an overview  
of how your Appeal contributions will be distributed: 

Bishop’s Scholarship Fund .................................................................. $ 1,850,000
Formation of Seminarians and Deacon Candidates ....................... $ 1,827,000
Catholic Charities of Fairfield County .............................................. $ 1,250,000
Pastoral Life and Ministries ............................................................... $ 1,188,000
Pastoral Care of Retired Priests ......................................................... $ 1,059,000 
Pastoral Care of the Sick and Elderly ................................................ $ 812,000
Communication and Social Media ................................................... $ 645,000
Catholic Academy of Bridgeport ....................................................... $ 667,000
Catechesis, Evangelization and Lay Leadership .............................. $ 479,000
Youth Ministry ..................................................................................... $ 469,000

*In the spirit of financial transparency, the cost to conduct the Annual Catholic Appeal totals  
less than 7 cents on the dollar based on the 2016 ACA goal.

To learn in greater detail how your ACA contribution will impact your family, your parish  
and diocese, visit: 2016acabridgeport.com.



My sisters and brothers in Christ, please accept my  
heartfelt appreciation for your support to your parish 
and our diocesan ministries. We have the opportunity to  
continue Christ’s mission through the 2016 Annual  
Catholic Appeal “Renewed in Faith, Hope and Charity.” 
Through your generosity we are able to provide for the  
vital ministries and programs that serve the marginalized 
in our communities and support the future of the Church 
in Fairfield County.   Please join with me to make a gift to 
this year’s Appeal. I ask the Lord’s blessing upon you and 
your family. 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano
Bishop of Bridgeport

Bishop’s Scholarship Fund
The Bishop’s Scholarship Fund provides tuition assistance to families who attend our  
diocesan schools. Last year, over $2,000,000 in scholarships was awarded through the Annual 
Catholic Appeal and other sources to students from every town and school who demonstrate  
financial need. 

Catechesis, Evangelization and Lay Leadership 
More than 38,000 children receive religious education in our Diocese. Youth and young adults 
encounter Christ and live as disciples through the High School Apostles Leadership Program, 
CONVIVIO, March for Life and Catholic Scouting. Marriage preparation and Respect Life  
ministry programs provide family faith formation and an opportunity to grow closer to Christ. 

Youth Ministry
Youth Ministry brings the hope of Christ to the young as they seek to grow and participate in 
the life, mission and work of the faith community. This year as many as 300 young people in the 
diocese will travel to Krakow, Poland, to participate in World Youth Day 2016 with our Holy 
Father, Pope Francis.  

Catholic Academy of Bridgeport
The Catholic Academy of Bridgeport is located on four campuses in the city of Bridgeport:  
St. Andrew Academy (PreK-8) and St. Ann Academy (PreK-8), St. Raphael Academy (PreK-3) 
and St. Augustine Academy (grades 4-8). Nearly 1,000 elementary school children benefit from 
the academic excellence, discipline and Catholic values that are imparted in the culturally,  
spiritually, and economically diverse environment.

YOUR GIFT TO THIS YEAR’S APPEAL WILL  
ALLOW THE DIOCESE OF BRIDGEPORT TO…

>	 Award financial scholarships to almost 2,000 children throughout  
the Diocese.

>	 Provide more than 1 million meals to needy persons through four  
major nutrition programs. 

>	 Deliver 15,000 counseling sessions to individuals and families in crisis. 

>	 Ensure that 38,000 children and young adults are able to participate in  
religious education through the Faith Formation program.

>	 Educate and train 30 men for ordination to the priesthood.

>	 Care for 74 senior retired priests. 

>	 Provide spiritual care to 22,000 nursing home residents  
and hospital patients.

>	 Afford our youth with meaningful opportunities to mature as holy and  
active members of society through a wide range of faith-based programs.

Catholic Charities of Fairfield County
Catholic Charities offers hope to families and individuals to help them overcome crisis, 
poverty and other life challenges so they can go on to lead productive lives. Counseling,  
nutrition, immigration and housing programs, along with related services and resources,  
are available to all people in need regardless of their religious, social or economic background.

Pastoral Life and Ministries
The Appeal provides continuing formation and professional development for Clergy and  
Religious through Days of Recollection, support of ethnic apostolates and strategic and  
pastoral planning resulting from the Synod process.

Formation of Seminarians and Deacon Candidates
The education and discernment of men who are called to serve as priests and deacons  
is integral to the future of the Church. The Diocese of Bridgeport is blessed to have 30 men  
preparing for the priesthood at St. John Fisher Seminary and 103 active and retired deacons,  
with 15 deacons, in formation.
 
Pastoral Care of Retired Priests
The Appeal supports 74 retired priests in the Diocese who reside in independent living and 
at the Catherine Dennis Keefe Queen of Clergy Residence in Stamford. Many choose to  
continue to serve by ministering in parishes and other settings in their retirement.

Pastoral Care of the Sick and Elderly
Religious Sisters, priests and deacons serve in nursing homes and hospitals, visiting the sick 
and homebound and bringing the healing love of Christ to those in need.


