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Ordination of Transitional Deacons
Called to be a ‘living sacrament of service’

By JOE PISANI

BRIDGEPORT—Bishop 
Frank J. Caggiano ordained 
two men as transitional deacons 
on the Feast of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary at St. Augustine 
Cathedral, urging them to ful-
fill their ministry of service by 
following Our Lady’s example 
during these extraordinary times.

“I know you are both men of 
great integrity, of great faith, of 
great prayer, of great honesty and 

of great transparency, and I am 
delighted to be able to ordain you 
to be deacons and one day priests 
of Jesus Christ” he told Guy 
Dormevil and Brendan Blawie.

Ordination as a transitional 
deacon is the last step before ordi-
nation to the priesthood, which 
typically occurs a year later after 
additional pastoral, liturgical and 
educational preparation.

Attendance at the ordination 
on June 20 was limited to family 
members and guests because of 
restrictions due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“What a wonderful day to gath-
er on the Feast of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary,” Bishop Caggiano 
said. “She has much to teach us.”

Bishop Caggiano said the 

ministry of the diaconate was 
foreordained by Christ through the 
Apostles “so there would be those 
among us who would be at ready 
service to the needs of the commu-
nity and the needs of the world.”

However, he said the ministry 
is more than simply an ordination 
“to do something” but represents 
“a Living Sacrament of Service, 
which is far more than the things 
‘you do,’ because you are called 
‘to be’ as well as ‘to do.’”

He urged them to remember 

the example of the Blessed Mother 
because she will teach the profound 
meaning of Service in Charity, just 
as she did to the Apostles in the 
Upper Room when the Holy Spirit 
came upon them. 

“We gather in extraordinary 
times,” he said. “If we were not 
people of faith, how could we 
endure the challenges we are fac-
ing because they are many and 
they are grave and they demand 
action of us. And yet it is precisely 
because these times are chal-
lenging that I am saying to you, 
Brendan, and to you, Guy, do not 
be afraid. Have hope and have joy 
because the Lord has called you, 

and the Lord will empower you. 
Remember, there will be many 
occasions when you will have no 
answer to give, when there will be 
no clear path, but the fact you are 
there. And the Lord will do what 
you cannot do yourself.”

The ordination was followed 
by photos and a gathering of fam-
ily and friends who congratulated 
the newly ordained men on the 
lawn outside the Cathedral.

Deacon Guy Dormevil said 
he was blessed to be taking a step 

closer toward fulfilling a dream of 
his father Gustave to have a son 
who was a priest. He was certain 
his late wife of 29 years, Magalie 
Adolphe, who died in 2015, 
was looking down and proud of 
him for pursuing the vocation to 
which God called him. 

He was born in Haiti to 
Gustave Dormévil and Angélie 
Louis Charles, where he was 
raised with his 15 siblings. In 
1988, he left his job as immi-
gration inspector to take refuge 
in the United States, where he 
worked as a nursing aide and 
produce manager. He attended 
college and received a certificate 

of English as a Second Language 
and an associate degree in busi-
ness administration.

On August 3, 2016, Bishop 
Caggiano approved his application 
to enter St. John Fisher Seminary, 
where he began pre-theology stud-
ies. A year later, he entered Pope 
St. John XXIII National Seminary 
in Weston, Mass., where he will 
continue his fourth year of theo-
logical studies in the Fall.

“After my wife’s death, my plan 
was to fulfill the dream of becom-

ing a permanent deacon,” he said. 
“However, the Lord had some-
thing far better planned for me. He 
re-kindled the priesthood call he 
made to me as a young adult so I 
prayerfully said yes to the call.”

Deacon Brendan Blawie was 
born and raised in Newtown 
and received all his Sacraments 
at St. Rose of Lima Parish. He 
is the middle of three children, 
with an older brother, Jack, and 
a younger sister, Marian. His 
parents, Karen and John Blawie, 
raised him in the faith, although 
he admits to not thinking much 
about being a priest as a boy.

“It was in high school that I 

began to actually learn about and 
love our faith,” he said.

He enrolled in the Corps of 
Cadets at Virginia Tech in the 
Marine Corps ROTC program, 
before transferring to Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, where 
he earned his degree in accounting.

While at Franciscan, he 
pursued a commission with the 
Marine Corps, graduating from 
Officer’s Candidate School in 
Quantico, Va. in 2012. This ful-
filled a dream he had of being a 

Marine officer, but in the end, it 
was clear to him that it may have 
been his plan, but not the Lord’s.

Instead of commissioning as 
a 2nd Lieutenant, he entered 
St. John Fisher Seminary and 
completed two years of pre-theo-
logical studies before being sent 
to the Pontifical North American 
College in Rome, where he spent 
three years. In 2019, he received 
his theology degree, magna 
cum laude, from the Pontifical 
Gregorian University and has 
been on pastoral assignment at St. 
Thomas More Parish in Darien 
for the past year.

“I look forward to returning 
to Rome in the fall, where I will 
begin my studies for a Licentiate 
in Sacred Theology,” he said.    n

IN A SOCIALLY DISTANCED CEREMONY, Bishop Caggiano ordained Guy Dormevil and Brendan Blawie as transition-
al deacons. Family members and guests donned face masks to give their well-wishes to the men at St. Augustine Cathedral.
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Latest News
Parishes resume indoor Masses

By BRIAN D. WALLACE

BRIDGEPORT—Masks, 
social distancing, PPEs and other 
public health measures are part 
of the new experience of indoor 
Mass for the foreseeable future 
during the COVID-19 crisis, but 
the health precautions have  not 
dimmed the spirits of the faithful.  

On the weekend of June 
13-14, the Solemnity of the Most 
Holy Body and Blood of Christ, 
many parishioners returned to 
Mass inside the Church for the 
first time in months, and despite 
the face shields and sanitizers 
they reported being overwhelmed 
with gratitude to once again 
receive the Eucharist in person 
and worship together.

About thirty parishes through-
out the diocese immediately 
resumed public worship inside 
their church, and all parishes are 
expected to begin offering indoor 
Masses no later than the weekend 
of June 27-28, the 13th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time.

While the Masses looked 
sparsely attended as a result of the 
social distancing requirements (six 
feet of space between themselves 
and other individuals and family 
groups), priests and parishioners 
were delighted to once again 
be with one another, and they 
appreciated the need for ongoing 
precautions given the uncertainty 
created by the pandemic.

Re-opening guidelines call for 
parishioners to make a reservation 

to attend Mass (Mass times may 
change to accommodate cleaning 
needs) and all present are required 
to wear a mask as they exit their 
cars and during the service.

Worshippers can also expect 
plenty of fresh air as guidelines 
call for entrance and exit doors to 
be open at the beginning and end 
of Mass and, weather permitting, 
church windows to remain open 
during the service.

In a May 29 letter to the faith-
ful Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
announced the beginning of the 
phase two return to Mass inside 
churches on June 13-14, after 
each pastor submitted a re-open-
ing plan to the diocese.

Indoor weekday Masses, 
Funeral Masses and Nuptial 
Weddings have also resumed  
inside churches. 

Given the limited seating 
capacity required for social dis-
tancing during indoor Masses, the 
bishop said that parishes can con-
tinue to offer Mass outdoors for 
up to 150 people (including clergy, 
staff, volunteers and attendees).

He has also given approval for 
ongoing parking lot Masses and 
has encouraged pastors to contin-
ue live-streaming Masses for those 
who are unable to get out, while 
public worship slowly resumes.

The dispensation of the obli-
gation to attend Sunday Mass for 
all those who are vulnerable or 
concerned about their health or 
the health of loved ones will con-
tinue until further notice.

on the tongue remains permissi-
ble, as required by the liturgical 
law of the Church, with the admo-
nition that the faithful should 
be reminded of the unique risks 
posed by receiving the Eucharist 
in this manner. Overall, it is rec-
ommended that people receive 
Communion in the hand for the 
duration of the pandemic.

Other changes call for the 
suspension of the procession and 
recessional down the center aisle, 
and for the faithful to refrain 
from singing (which is believed 
to propel the virus forward). 
Likewise, there will be no sign 
of peace or holding hands during 
the Our Father.

Given the complicated logis-
tics of safely resuming indoor 
worship, training programs are 
in place for staff, lay ministers 
and volunteers. The diocesan 
Leadership Institute has also pro-
duced a video for lay ministers, 

Those who return to Mass 
indoors in the coming weeks will 
find that pews will be marked with 
physical distancing indicators, 
and ushers or other volunteers 
will assist with directing people to 
marked seating. Ushers will also 
ensure that no one congregates 
in common space such as foyers, 
lobbies, community and multi-pur-
pose rooms or event spaces.

In some churches, every other 
pew may be used if they are six 
feet apart, while in other, smaller 
churches every third pew may be 
required to meet safety recom-
mendations.

The overall capacity may vary 
depending on the size and config-
uration of the church as they affect 
the ability to meet social distanc-
ing recommendations. As a result, 
larger churches may accommodate 
up to 100, while others may safely 
hold less than 50.

Reception of Holy Communion 

BRIDGEPORT—The St. 
Francis Xavier Mission Church 
Fund of Foundations in Faith 
(SFX), made a bold commitment 
to emergency aid for parishes by 
adding an additional $200,000 to 
support qualifying parishes in the 
diocese that need help to meet 
their expenses as a result of the 
COVID-19 crisis.  

According to committee mem-
ber Brian Young, the St. Francis 
Xavier Mission Church Fund is  
looking to distribute up to a total 
of $400,000 to parishes in peril.

”This is not the time to step 
back, we need to be on the offen-
sive and take action”. 

The SFX Fund is working to 
ensure that COVID-19 does not 
incapacitate the future of our 
Parishes,” he said.

Young said that COVID-19  
has profoundly impacted how  
Catholic communities interact 
with their parishioners and how 
they reach out to those in need. 

“In this challenging environ-
ment, priests, staff and lay leaders 
of the Diocese of Bridgeport have 
stepped up, harnessing technol-
ogy and creativity to deliver ser-
vices to the community. Masses 
are streamed online, and parish 
websites have added online giving 
options. Many of our parishes 

implemented new ideas such as 
drive-thru confessions, Zoom 
bible studies, placing photos in 
church pews where families usu-
ally sit, virtual retreats and park-
ing lot prayers,” he said

According to Kelly Weldon, 
director of Foundations in Faith, 
ten grants were awarded at the 
end of April with an expected 
distribution of close to $200,000 
to parishes in need to help ensure 
their financial viability.

She said that in many parishes 
weekly offertory collections have 
declined, even as parishes have 
moved to online giving platforms. 
Other parishes are relying on 

Foundations in Faith doubles up on parish funding
financial reserves to pay their 
ordinary bills. Foundations in 
Faith will continue to support 
those parishes and offer addition-
al funds as needed as the pan-
demic continues.

Andy Aoyama, chairman 
of the board for Foundations 
in Faith, said that parishioners 
deeply missed Mass and the sac-
raments and coming together as 
an extended family. 

“It is imperative that we step up. 
It would be a mistake to wait and 
see what happens as there is simply 
too much on the line. It is time to 
be bold and take action,” he said, 
when FIF announced the decision 

to provide additional grants.  
Foundations in Faith is continu-

ing to provide grant assistance to 
parishes during the current phase 
two plan for reopening churches. 
The ability to provide funding is 
the result of the generosity of those 
who participated in the We Stand 
With Christ campaign. 

(Please join our call to action by 
making a donation to the St. Francis 
Xavier COVID-19 Emergency Fund 
for Parishes by visiting www.founda-
tionsinfaith.org. Checks can also be 
mailed to Foundations in Faith, 238 
Jewett Avenue, Bridgeport CT 06606. 
For more information email kelly.wel-
don@foundationsinfaith.org.)         n    

and signage has been made avail-
able to parishes to further safe-
guard the health of the faithful.

All of the precautions and proce-
dures are based on state, federal and 
CDC recommendations and guide-
lines to safeguard the health of the 
community during the pandemic.

The bishop said he is grateful 
for the tremendous efforts of 
priests, deacons, lay ministers 
and others who are diligently 
planning for the safe re-opening 
of churches.

“I recognize that the last 
few months have been a most 
difficult time for all of us. I am 
grateful for your patience and 
prayers during this unprecedented 
moment in our history. I very 
much appreciate the great sorrow 
and loss felt by many who have 
longed to return to Mass. We will 
also need to live with continuing 
uncertainties about the course of 
the pandemic and its full impact 
on our society.

However, I believe that it is 
also the right time to move for-
ward in hope and faith, while tak-
ing all necessary precautions and 
safeguards to protect life in our 
community as we resume public 
worship within our Churches,” 
said the bishop.

Anyone interested in attending 
Mass inside the church should 
contact their parish online or by 
phone for Mass times and other 
instruction.

(Visit bridgeportdiocese.org for 
guidelines on returning to Mass.)    n    
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Local News
Diocese names new Chief Development Officer

By BRIAN D. WALLACE

BRIDGEPORT—Joseph 
Gallagher of Armonk, New York, 
has been named chief develop-
ment officer of the Diocese of 
Bridgeport. The appointment 
was made by Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano, effective June 8, 2020. 

Gallagher will be responsible 
for major gifts and planned giving 
programs and coordinating devel-
opment and advancement efforts 
in the Diocese of Bridgeport 
including the Annual Catholic 
Appeal (ACA) and the comple-
tion of the We Stand With Christ 
capital campaign.

“Joseph Gallagher brings 
extensive experience in develop-
ment and marketing in both the 
corporate and non-profit sectors 
along with an understanding of 
the role of faith in our society, 
especially when it is put into 
action to serve others,” said 
Bishop Caggiano. “We welcome 
his seasoned leadership as the dio-
cese moves forward in its work of 
renewal and evangelization.”

The diocese is currently in the 
redemption phase of its successful 
$75 million capital campaign, 
which has funded the develop-
ment of major Foundations in 
Faith, Education and Charity to 
address long-term needs. It also 

manages the Annual Catholic 
Appeal, which funds the major 
programs and ministries provided 
by the diocese each year. 

“The faithful of the diocese 
have shown extraordinary gener-
osity and a willingness to invest 
in the mission of the Church 
and in the future of our young 
people,” said Bishop Caggiano. 
“The stewardship of our resourc-
es requires  the ability to develop 
an overall development plan and 
communications strategy that will 
advance all  giving opportunities, 
and we believe Joseph Gallagher 
will provide direction and innova-
tion as we go forward.”

Joseph Gallagher comes to the 
diocese from Manhattan College, 
where he has served as major 

gifts officer/advancement and as 
member of the capital campaign 
team since 2017.

Prior to joining the develop-
ment field, Gallagher worked 
in the media business for thirty 
years in sales and marketing 
positions. Among his previous 
positions, he served as senior vice 
president of sales strategy & plan-
ning for Disney’s ABC Family 
Cable Network. 

In the past he served as vice 
president, national sales for NBC 
Sports Regional Networks for 
NBC UNIVERSAL, where he 
managed national sales for eight 
sports networks. He also worked 
as General Manager of Ad Sales 
REELZCHANNEL, New York.

Gallagher made the transition 
from marketing to development 
in the not for profit sector in 
2015, when he was named direc-
tor of philanthropy for Carver 
Foundation. The Norwalk-based 
foundation raises revenue to 
operate after-school programs for 
more than a thousand students 
in unique partnership with the 
Norwalk Public Schools.

A native of Crestwood, N.Y., 
where he and his family were 
members of Annunciation Parish, 
he attended Archbishop Stepinac 
High School in White Plains. 
He earned his bachelor of arts 

degree from the University of 
Pennsylvania, Annenberg School 
of Communications and is com-
pleting work on a master’s of sci-
ence, Manhattan College, School 
of Continuing and Professional 
Studies. 

Among his volunteer com-
mitments he has been elected to 
Board of Fire Commissioners, 
North Castle Fire District 
Number 2, a post he has held 
since 2017. He has served on 
the board of the Easter Soccer 
Foundation in Greenwich and 
as a member of the develop-
ment committee of Archbishop 
Stepinac High School. He also 
coaches youth sports, soccer and 
basketball and has run the New 
York Marathon twice. 

Joseph Gallagher and his 
wife Julie have been married  for 
thirty-three years and have four 
adult children. They are active 
members of St. Patrick’s Parish 
in Armonk, where he has been 
involved in development efforts 
for the parish and helped run the 
Teen Life group for ten years.

The Diocese of Bridgeport is 
comprised of 78 parishes located 
in cities and towns throughout 
Fairfield County. It includes 
410,000 Catholics and serves 
people of all faiths through its 
schools, charities, and pastoral 
care programs. 

(For information on its develop-
ment programs and giving opportu-
nities, visit www.bridgeportdiocese.
org/support.)            n

Joseph GallaGher

MAKE A GIFT TODAY TO THE 

EMERGENCY APPEAL
 www.2020ACAbridgeport.com

 or call 203-416-1479

 
“The Spirit is peace in the midst of restlessness, confidence in the midst of discouragement, 

joy in sadness, youth in aging, courage in the hour of trial.”  Pope Francis
 

Now more than ever the Annual Catholic Appeal allows us to continue 
the mission of the Church and provide for new faces of need in our midst. 

· serving twice the amount of nutritious meals  each day at our soup kitchens 
  and other non-profit programs and homeless shelters
· meeting the demand for counseling services
· providing distance learning to all diocesan Catholic schools and students 
  and teaching faith and Sacramental preparation
·  celebrating Masses and liturgies online

             ·    supporting Hospital Chaplains and deacons on the frontlines

By THERESA SCIALLO

BRIDGEPORT—In response to hardships caused by 
COVID-19, Foundations in Education is extending the Bishop’s 
Scholarship Fund application deadline for new families so as to 
encourage their consideration of a Catholic education for their 
children entering grades K-8.

The mission of the Bishop’s Scholarship Fund is to help fami-
lies afford a Catholic education. In this past year, the fund award-
ed nearly $2.8 million in aid to families of students attending 
diocesan elementary schools in Fairfield County.

With COVID-19 interrupting in-person school visits as early 
as mid-March, many new families were unable to tour Catholic 
elementary schools or set up “shadow” dates for their children to 
spend the day among prospective classmates.

Spring is typically a busy enrollment period in the Diocese 
of Bridgeport Catholic elementary schools. While schools make 
outstanding efforts to provide prospective families a quality virtual 
admission experience, many have seen a delay in new student 
applications.

The deadline extension enables Foundations to be nimble and 
responsive to the changing needs of Catholic schools and to the 
communities they seek to serve. It also provides flexibility to fam-
ilies considering a switch to Catholic schools, which have navigat-
ed the transition to remote learning exceedingly well and ahead of 
some neighboring district schools.

For new families, K-8 applications to the Bishop’s Scholarship 
Fund are still being accepted for the 2020-2021 academic year and 
will be available until funds are expended. Prospective families 
who need financial assistance are encouraged to apply today as 
tuition assistance is available only while funds last.

The application process is streamlined for convenience. 
Applicants apply online via the FACTS Grant and Aid applica-
tion at www.FACTSmgt.com/aid. Schools can assist new fami-
lies with the application process. 

(For more information about Foundations in Education, please visit 
www.foundationsineducation.org.)      n

FIE scholarship 
deadline extended
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Parish News
Diocese names new Chief Development Officer St. Mary Parishioners  

joyful to receive Jesus again
By JOE PISANI

STAMFORD—For Father 
Gustavo A. Falla, pastor of St. 
Mary of Stamford Parish, Jesus 
had a clear message for Catholics 
as public Masses resumed inside 
churches on the Feast of Corpus 
Christi: “I want people to receive 
me once again.”

Over the weekend for the first 
time since public Masses were 
suspended in March because of 
the coronavirus pandemic, the 
faithful began returning to the 
pews of St. Mary Parish, which 
includes St. Benedict-Our Lady of 
Monserrat. Many expressed their 
joy at being able to receive the 
Eucharist again, appropriately on 
the Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ.

“You can see in their expres-
sions the eagerness to receive the 
Eucharist, and I find it to be a 
beautiful gift of the Lord for us to 
be able to open up to the public 
on the feast of Corpus Christi,” 
Father Falla said. “It is the Lord 
telling us, ‘I want to be received. 
I want for people to receive me 
once again, not only spiritually 

but physically.’”
Dozens of faithful gathered at 

St. Mary of Stamford for the 10 
am Mass, one of five that were 
celebrated over the weekend there 
and at St. Benedict-Our Lady of 
Monserrat.

Extensive preparations went 
into the opening of the churches. 
Pews were marked off with signs 
and tape to ensure appropriate 
social distancing. People were 
required to register in advance 
and wear face masks. Upon 
entering the side door, they 
were greeted by members of the 
Welcome Group, who provided 
hand sanitizer and checked their 
temperatures.

“I have never seen anything 
like this in my life, and I never 
anticipated anything like this, 
Father Falla said. “It is abso-
lutely different. It really brings 
into perspective what it means to 
prepare for Mass. Before it was 
just a matter of coming in and 
setting up the chalice and getting 
the readings and all that, but at 
this point it is very important that 
every individual who comes in is 
safe and that the Eucharist will 

be celebrated in a proper way 
without giving in to all the dis-
tractions that are associated with 
the preparations.”

Indoor weekday Masses, 
Funeral Masses and Nuptial 
Weddings have also resumed 
inside churches in parishes pre-
pared to re-open in a safe and 
reverent manner. 

Father Falla said despite the 
restrictions, the Catholic Church 
has never been closed. “Our 
temples have been closed, the 
buildings have been closed to the 
public, but the Church has never 
been closed,” he said. “We have 

been offering sacrifices to God 
daily and in prayer so we need 
to make the distinction between 
the Church being closed and a 
building that has been closed. 
Often times people think of the 
Church as a building.” He said he 
was delighted to finally be able to 
open the doors for public Mass.

After Mass people approached 
Father and expressed their grati-
tude and appreciation that public 
Masses had resumed.

Yulisa Vivieca and her daugh-
ter Ashley Peralta attended the 8 
am Spanish Mass at St. Mary. “It 
was amazing, it felt good,” Yulisa 
said. “We have been at home and 
kept praying but to be back in 
church and feel the energy of the 
people was amazing. We even 
had our temperatures taken.”

At the side entrance of the 

church, Stefania Canneto, admin-
istrative assistant for Father 
Falla, was working at a registra-
tion table with Mary Catherine 
Herbert, checking people off the 
list of pre-registrations as they 
entered. Preparing for the Masses 
at St. Mary and St. Benedict 
required hours of work to set up 
the pews with tape and signs.

Mary Catherine said she 
voiced concerns to Father on 
Saturday that public Masses 
might be starting too soon, but 
her worries were allayed when 
“I saw all those people in church 
who were very happy to be there 
again.”

A lifelong member of the par-
ish and a graduate of St. Mary 
School, she said, “I was definitely 
happy to receive the Eucharist, so 
happy I almost wanted to cry.”  n

FOR THE FIRST TIME since public Masses were suspended in March because 
of the coronavirus pandemic, the faithful began returning to the pews of St. 
Mary Parish, which includes St. Benedict-Our Lady of Monserrat.

Weather you purchased your hearing aids from Precision Hearing or not,  
we invite all in need of service 

to take advantage of our community outreach.  
We have the technology to connect your aids to our computer remotely  

as you comfortably remain safe in your vehicle.
Cleanings, adjustments, consultations can be made

as if you were sitting in our examining room.
As part of our 26 year outreach program, it is free.

Matthew 5:16
Call us for details

When It Comes To All Your Hearing Needs

Offering FREE CURBSIDE ASSISTANCE

88 Ryders Lane   I   Stratford
www.precisionhearingspecialist.com

Precision Hearing Specialist
203.381.9555
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Parish News
By EMILY CLARK

TRUMBULL—Though they 
donned face masks, made a res-
ervation online, and sanitized 
frequently, parishioners at St. 
Catherine of Siena Church in 
Trumbull rejoiced in the opportu-
nity to once again attend public 
indoor Mass. Since mid-March, 
Father Joseph Marcello has 
looked out at empty pews while 
celebrating the Eucharist, but on 
this Sunday morning, he greeted 
the faithful with a wide smile and 
a joyous “Welcome home!”

As this pastor and his 
Reopening Team readied the 
church for the weekend’s home-
coming, they acknowledged 
people’s enthusiasm but also 
recognized their apprehension 
due to the health concerns of 
COVID-19. Jim Panullo, director 
of parish operations, emphasized 

St. Catherine’s welcomes back parishioners

that sanitizing was the first and 
foremost concern.

“We want to be sure that 
everyone feels safe. That is our 
priority,” he said, adding that the 
church building can accommo-

date up to 85 parishioners based 
on current guidelines. “We have 
volunteers for check-in, seating 
and guarding the doors, and 
we’re cleaning all pews between 
Masses.”

Those pews, though not 
full due to social distancing, 
were nevertheless occupied by 
dozens of parishioners who 
returned to a very different 
protocol than they remember 
from three months ago when the 
pandemic shuttered churches 
in the diocese. Though many 
have watched the live-streamed 
Masses, Panullo said that it’s 
just not the same for them with-
out Holy Communion.

“Our parishioners have been 
very enthusiastic about returning, 
and I’ve heard from many fam-
ilies how much they’re looking 
forward to being back in church 
for Mass,” said Father Marcello.

Such enthusiasm was felt as 
parishioners, standing six feet 
apart, waited for the doors of 
St. Catherine’s to open on this 
Corpus Christi morning. With red 
roses adorning the altar and mild 

June breezes blowing through the 
windows, the church was filled 
with a sense of renewal.

Upon entering and presenting 
their reservation ticket, those in 
attendance were then escorted by 
volunteers to preassigned seats as 
only every third pew was open. 
Masks, required throughout the 
entirety of Mass, were allowed to 
be briefly removed during Holy 
Communion. For added safety in 
the foreseeable future, the offerto-
ry basket will not be passed, hym-
nals have been removed, and the 
Sign of Peace has been omitted. 
To keep a proper social distance, 
parishioners are guided by blue 
tape in six-foot markings on the 
floor and yellow caution tape 
around the vacant pews.

Despite these changes, it was 
the expectation of being together 
again with his parishioners that 
excited Father Marcello. “I’m 
really looking forward to just see-
ing them again and praying with 
them, notwithstanding that the 
experience of Mass will be neces-
sarily a little different for the time 
being,” he said. Many people, he 
added, especially those in high-
risk categories, will continue to 
view Mass at home.

That sense of community 
was also something that long-
time parishioner Tom Matthews 
missed over the past few months. 
“It’s really good to be back,” said 
Matthews, a volunteer member 
of the Reopening Team. “I take 
pleasure in the routine of Mass 
and in the strong connection 
between faith and community. 
There was an emptiness there.”

As Father Marcello addressed 
his congregation, he acknowl-
edged the suffering many have 
withstood during the pandemic 
but reminded his parishioners 
that Christ was ever present. 
“Our lives have been off balance. 
We are all longing for a return 
to a semblance of normalcy,” he 
said. “But throughout this time, 
there has always been hope. The 
flame above the sanctuary has 
never left us. Christ is powerfully 
sustaining us.”

Weekend indoor Masses at 
St. Catherine, which require an 
online reservation, will be held 
on Saturday at 4 pm and 7:15 
pm and on Sunday at 7:30 am,  
9 am, and 11 am. No reserva-
tion is needed for the 7:30 am 
daily Mass.                       n

NORWALK—On a beau-
tiful Corpus Christi morning, 
the Brothers of Knights of 
Columbus Westport Council 
3688 and members of coun-
cils which make up Bishop 
Fenwick 4th Degree Assembly 
100 hosted a drive-through 
food drive benefitting the St. 
Vincent DePaul and St. Philip 
Church food pantries. Two 
pick-up trucks and two cars 
were filled. This drive helped 
to re-stock these food pan-
tries which have been serving 
hundreds of families every 
week during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Our Founder, Michael 
J. McGivney would be 
pleased to see the Knights of 
Columbus in action work-
ing as a team to help our 
families in need of food by 
assisting the parish pantries 
at St. Philip’s and St. Vincent 
DePaul. We are very grateful 
to our pastor, Father Cyrus, 
his staff; our councils in 
Assembly 100 and our District 
Deputy George Ribellino who 
was a huge help in pulling it 
all together,” said Westport 
Council Grand Knight Bill 
Macnamara.

Knights food drive at Assumption
The council has assisted 

with other food drives since 
the start of the pandemic and 
after consulting the Church of 
the Assumption Pastor, Father 
Cyrus Bartolome decided to host 
a food drive with the help from 
Bishop Fenwick Assembly 100.

“My brother knights reflect 
the spirit of Father McGivney 
of fraternity, charity, and unity. 
There are so many people who 

are in need in our community 
and collecting food for needy 
really is putting faith into 
action. Thanks to the many 
parishioners and people from 
the community who donated 

food, gift cards and monetary 
donations,” said Church of 
the Assumption Pastor Father 
Cyrus Bartolome.

The Knights of Columbus are 
called to step into the breach and 

leave no neighbor behind—
especially in this time of crisis. 
As the coronavirus pandemic 
continues, our duty is to lead 
our families, protect our par-
ishes and serve our communi-
ties, remembering always that 
where there’s a need, there’s a 
Knight. Supreme Knight Carl 
A. Anderson has challenged 
Knights to take this moment as 
an opportunity to deepen the 
commitment to the very prin-
ciples which define the Order: 
charity, unity and fraternity.

Westport Council 3688 will 
host more food drives during 
the summer continuing to assist 
those in need.                        n

ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA CHURCH in Trumbull rejoiced in the opportuni-
ty to once again attend public indoor Mass.
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Parish News
St. Catherine’s welcomes back parishioners

By ELIZABETH CLYONS

MONROE—“It is with great 
relief, that after three months of 
going without celebrating public 
Mass inside of our churches, we 
can at last open wide the doors 
for Christ,” said Father Henry 
Hoffman, pastor of St. Jude 
Parish in Monroe.

Since the announcement of the 
phase one reopening (May 11), 
which allowed for the celebration 
of outdoor Mass, parishioners of 
St. Jude have been able to gather 
in some capacity.

“As much as the parishio-
ners found nourishment through 
watching our live-streamed 
Masses and attending our outdoor 

St. Jude’s opens wide  
the doors for Christ  

Masses, the real connection has 
once again been reestablished now 
that they can come together as a 
parish community and all together 
recite the Our Father, as brothers 
and sisters in the faith praying to 
our one Heavenly Father, shortly 
before they receiving the Body 
of Christ in their own church for 
the first time since mid-March,” 
shared Father Hoffman.

Parishioners shared their joy 
at being able to celebrate Mass in 
the church building.

“I am just so overjoyed to 
be going back to worshipping 
with my St. Jude Family. I have 
missed the love and fellowship 
and now rejoice as we once again 
praise the Lord together,” said 

long term St. Jude parishioner 
and past-Grand Knight of the 
council at St. Jude Parish, Jim 
Bifulco.

In a recent letter to St. Jude 
Parishioners, Father Hoffman 
wrote, “The patience and the 
perseverance of the St. Jude 
Parish family has truly impressed 
me over the past few months, 
as they held firm in their faith, 
waiting for this day, when they 
could once again worship in their 
church, a church that many of 
them gathered the very stones for 
decades ago, when the church 
was built.”

“When St. Jude’s was first 
closed to public worship, what 
I felt was a sense of loneliness,” 

shared Cathy Ritch, long-time St. 
Jude parishioner who volunteers 
as part of the church decorating 
committee.  “I was physically 
separated from my God in the 
Real Presence, my Church build-
ing, my friends and a rhythm 
of life. The quiet that followed 
brought a certain amount of 
refreshment, but also helped me 
to realize the centrality of St. 
Jude Church to my life. Now 

that we will have finally returned 
to God, Church, friends and 
schedule, I am filled with a sense 
of peace. A sense that God is 
bringing us back. He is in control 
in spite of the turbulence that has 
occurred in the past two months. 
Thanks be to God!”

“I am so grateful that we will 
all be together again in St. Jude 
Church,” said long-term St. Jude 
parishioner Lani Birmingham.  n

St. Elizabeth Seton returns to Mass
By KATHY-ANN GOBIN

RIDGEFIELD—St. 
Elizabeth Seton parishioners 
are joyous and grateful about 
being able to return to Mass, 
but they’ve also embraced 
some new online traditions 
along the way. 

Parish volunteers graciously 
adopted new technology to 
maintain a crucial link between 
the church and its community 
during the worst of the crisis 
and will continue to use them.

“When we started in 
March, I had never done 
Facebook streaming before,” 
said Cynthia Conti, a parish-
ioner of St. Elizabeth Seton. 
Conti has been coming to the 
church every day to assist the 
parish in streaming Masses on 
the social network. The Masses 
are also posted to the church 
website.

“Every day you learn some-
thing new to work out the 
kinks. By the time this is all 
done, I will be a pro,” Conti 
said, adding, “I feel honored 
to bring our shepherd to his 
flock.”

Indeed, many parishioners 
appreciate the ability to see 
the familiar faces of the priests 
in their parish delivering the 
Mass, as they watch from 

their homes. Outdoor Masses, 
which started on Ascension 
Thursday at the Ridgebury Road 
church, enabled priests to not 
only see the faces of their parish-
ioners but to interact with them 
as well.

“Celebrating Mass to an 
empty pew is terrible,” said 
Pastor Father Joseph Prince. 
“There is no eye contact, so you 
don’t have (the parishioners) 
reactions.”

It was evident parishioners 
were excited to see each other 
and Father Prince during the 
Mass, which congregants 
had to register for in advance 
because the of the limited seat-
ing available based on safety 
guidelines.

“To watch the Mass online is 
great,” said Michele Goodman, 
a parishioner at St. Elizabeth 

Seton for 15 years. “To 
receive actual communion 
meant the most to me.”

Although Catholics watch-
ing Mass at home have been 
encouraged to receive spiritual 
communion, Goodman’s sen-
timent was shared by many.

“It was awesome to be 
able to be here. It was real-
ly awesome to celebrate 
the Mass again and receive 
the Eucharist,” said Nancy 
Rafferty, of Danbury.

Cindy Bruno, a parishioner 
for 40 years said the gathering 
of people at the outdoor Mass, 
“was a beautiful reminder 
of our faith and how people 
longed to be together.”

“Worshipping together and 
being together,” Bruno said, 
“has given the Mass a whole 
new meaning now.”              n

➤ continued on page 13

“IT IS WITH GREAT RELIEF, that after three months of going without cele-
brating public Mass inside of our churches, we can at last open wide the doors 
for Christ,” said Father Henry Hoffman, pastor of St. Jude’s.

“TO WATCH THE MASS online is great,” said Michele Goodman, a parish-
ioner at St. Elizabeth Seton for 15 years. “To receive actual communion meant 
the most to me.”



June 2020
8

Parish News

NORWALK—Bishop Frank 
J. Caggiano has issued a decree 
merging St. Joseph Parish and 
St. Ladislaus Parish into one 
parish that will be named St. 
Joseph and St. Ladislaus Parish.

The decree was issued on 
June 19, the Solemnity of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. It will 
become effective on October 
1, 2020, The Memorial of St. 
Therese of the Child Jesus, 
Virgin and Doctor of the 
Church. 

Both churches, the Church 
of St. Joseph and the Church of 
St. Ladislaus, will remain open 
as worship sites of the newly 
formed St. Joseph and St. 
Ladislaus Parish.

St. Joseph and St. 
Ladislaus, Norwalk merge

By KATHY-ANN GOBIN

BETHEL—Stop, look, 
remember and listen was the mes-
sage shared with worshippers at 
St. Mary Parish on Sunday, June 
14, marking the celebration of 
Corpus Christi and the reopening 
of the church for the first time fol-
lowing nine-months of extensive 
renovations.

“We mark this feast just once 
a year but we actually celebrate 
the gift of Christ himself each 
time we go to Mass,” said pastor 
Father Corey V. Piccinino, at the 
first indoor Mass offered since 
March. “Every time we receive 
the Eucharist we celebrate Corpus 
Christi, the body of Christ, becom-
ing living tabernacles.”

Corpus Christi is the solemn 
commemoration of the institution 
by Christ of the Holy Eucharist 
as a sacrament and the Church’s 
official act of homage and grati-
tude to Christ for this gift.

Father Piccinino said 
Catholics should approach receiv-
ing communion with wonder 
and awe. “Behold a miracle is 
happening. A mystery is happen-
ing right in front of you and the 
greatest holy gift is given to you.”

Congregants gathered at the 
Mass, shared the sentiment.

St. Mary’s parishioners  
return to renovated church

“To receive for the first time 
(since March), it’s like my First 
Holy Communion. This is great,” 
said Edith Jaccarino of Redding.

“The Mass was wonderful. 
It’s a joy to be back,” said fellow 
parishioner, Marilyn Murray of 
Newtown.

“We’ve been coming every 
day to say the Rosary,” she said. 

The women are part of a group 
that prays the Rosary daily at the 
church. The Dodgingtown Road 
church is the only Catholic church 
in Bethel and is open every day.

“Part of the joy of being back 
is tempered by what we need to 
now do,” Father Piccinino said, 
with a nod of acknowledgment to 
precautions that need to be taken 
to keep everyone safe.

Congregants must pre-register 
online to attend Mass. The newly 
renovated church which can hold 
850 people, is allowing up to 65 
people in the church at a time. 
All in attendance must wear 
masks. Seating areas are roped 
off to maintain proper social dis-
tancing, missals and hymnals are 
absent from the pews and there 
are signs to guide people where 
to stand when consuming com-
munion.

About two dozen volunteers 
attending the Mass made navi-
gating the changes easy. Markers 
were also placed in the parking 
lot to maintain one empty parking 
space in between each vehicle.

Father Piccinino encouraged 
congregants to stop and take 
the time to look and see the 
ever-changing and new world we 
live in and listen with our eyes, 
ears and hearts to recognize the 
importance of each other and our 
duty to protect one another in 
these challenging times.

“This disease (COVID-19) is 

real,” he said. “We need to keep 
safe. That is our Christian duty.”

Father Piccinino said he has 
heard and understands the frus-
trations of parishioners wanting 
to return to a pre-pandemic way 
of life including going to church 
and receiving the Eucharist.

“This is not a punishment from 
God or from the Church. This is 
what is best for everyone now. We 
have to care about the least of our 
brothers and sisters (who may be 
susceptible to the coronavirus). 
We have to protect each other in 
that one body (of Christ).”

Father Piccinino said his cous-
in, thankfully, has recovered from 
the coronavirus after twice almost 
falling victim to it.

“If you don’t have a personal 
experience with someone who has 
had it, you don’t see the need for 
(all of these precautions),” he said.

The church has been stream-
ing Masses on Facebook and will 

continue to do so for the fore-
seeable future. The live-streamed 
Masses have given parishioners a 
glimpse into the beautifully reno-
vated church.

There is much symbolism 
throughout the church from the 
painting of the dove above the 
altar with light emanating from it, 
to the tile work on the floor that 
commemorates the Trinity and 
so much more. There is even a 
painting on the wall depicting the 
original 1883 Gothic-style church 
that still stands on Greenwood 
Avenue. A book highlighting all 
the changes and symbolism will 
be available soon.

“The renovated church is 
beautiful and uplifting. It gives 
me hope,” said Filomenia 
Magrino, who attended the Mass 
with her husband, Joseph. “It 
felt very peaceful to be back.” He 
agreed, “It’s nice to return to our 
Sunday routine.”                       n

As part of the merger discern-
ment process the bishop visited 
the parishes on November 16 & 
23, 2019, February 12 & 29, 2020, 
April 2, 2020 and June 2, 2020 
and worked with the collaborative 
committee made up of parishio-
ners from both parishes. He also 
brought the merger to the Council 
of Priests on January 23, 2020,. 

“This determination has been 
made to strengthen the pastoral 
care of the people of God in this 
area of my diocese especially 
through mutual coordination 
in the common mission of the 
Church and the re-evangelization 
of youth and to address several 
trends that are of serious concern, 
including: diminished Mass atten-

dance, lack of sustainability in 
the face of diminishing income, 
declining sacramental celebra-
tions, and clergy availability,” 
the decree states. 

The territorial boundaries 
of the two parishes in South 
Norwalk have been amalgamat-
ed to form the boundaries of the 
newly named parish. St. Joseph 
Church is located at 85 South 
Main Street, and St. Ladislaus 
Church at 25 Cliff Street.

All sacramental registers, 
seals and parish files of the amal-
gamated parishes are to be prop-
erly transferred to, preserved and 
safeguarded by St. Joseph and 
St. Ladislaus Parish in accord 
with the norm of law.              n

SUNDAY, JUNE 14, MARKED the celebration of Corpus Christi and the 
reopening of St. Mary’s in Bethel for the first time following nine-months of 
extensive renovations.
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Outdoor Masses
Outdoor Masses bring praise and sunshine

Editor’s Note: During the first 
phase of the re-opening, many par-
ishes turned to outdoor Masses to 
resume public worship and partake 
of the Eucharist. The first outdoor 
Masses, which began on May 21, 
Ascension Thursday were an occa-
sion of joy as many faithful were 
overwhelmed with gratitude for the 
opportunity to be together again. 
Through the hard work and creativ-
ity of priests and volunteers, parishes 
offered Masses in parking lots and 
seated outdoor settings. 

Given the limited seating capacity 
required for social distancing indoors, 
the bishop said parishes may continue 
to offer Mass outdoors for up to 150 
people.

He also gave approval for ongoing 
parking lot Masses and encouraged 
pastors to continue live-streaming 
Masses for those who are unable 
to get out. The dispensation of the 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
for all those who are vulnerable or 
concerned about their health or the 
health of loved ones will continue 
until further notice.

Fairfield County Catholic is 
pleased to share the following profiles 
of this historic moment in the life of 
our parishes and the diocese. 

Doing what it takes to be  
in the presence of Christ
NEW FAIRFIELD—The 

parking lot of St. Edward the 
Confessor resembled a drive-in 
movie theater from years ago as 
Catholics gathered to worship at 
an outdoor Mass.

The well-orchestrated first 
Mass of its kind at the church 
offered an opportunity for dis-
ciples of Christ to participate 
in Mass and receive the Holy 
Eucharist for the first time in 
more than two months since the 
state was shuttered due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“I haven’t seen you guys in 
so long,” Father Nick Cirillo 
said. “I’m so happy to see you 
all now,” he exclaimed as he 
stood under the awning of the 
church entryway to shelter from 
the persistent rain and occasional 
downpour. About 60 cars were 
lined up in the parking lot facing 
the entry of the church.

Church goers were given a 
list of instructions when they 
arrived at the church, walking 
them through the new procedures 
including tuning into 87.9 FM to 
hear the Mass in their cars, how 
Holy Communion would be dis-

tributed and a reminder to adhere 
to social distancing guidelines.

“My friends these are crazy 
days,” Father Cirillo said. “When 
we are willing to do what it takes 
to be in the presence of Christ, 
we rejoice that we can be together 
in this way,” he said.

Just as Father Cirillo was say-
ing the blessings over the gifts, 
the sun began breaking through 
the clouds.

The glory of God  
is shining upon us

TRUMBULL—On a glorious 
Sunday morning, hundreds of 
parishioners gathered in their cars 
outside St. Theresa Church in 
Trumbull for an opportunity they 
had not had in over two months: 
the ability to attend public Mass 
and receive Holy Communion. 
After weeks of logistical plan-
ning to meet the directives of the 
diocese, Father Brian Gannon 

said people had a great desire to 
return to Mass.

“The interest level has been 
so high. It’s very inspiring to see 
so many people here. And the 
glory of God is shining upon us!” 
said St. Theresa’s pastor with 
his hands outstretched to the 
mid-morning sun. “What a beau-
tiful day that God has given us!”

Though many parishioners 
routinely watched Sunday Mass 
through the church’s livestreamed 
service, the joy of celebrating the 
Eucharist in community is like 
no other. Mary Wolpiuk, a long-
time parishioner who attended 
Sunday’s 10 am service, felt priv-
ileged to be there. “I have really 
had a lot of communion with 
God during this absence [of pub-
lic Mass],” she said, “but nothing 
can replace the opportunity to 
receive Holy Communion.”

It’s good to see all of you! 
REDDING—The St. Patrick 

Church parking lot, filled with 

Weekend, especially since the 
Saturday 4:30 pm car Mass had 
been cancelled because of rain. 

He encouraged them after 
receiving the Eucharist to pull 
up on the church property or 
drive a short distance to St. 
John’s Cemetery to say prayers of 
thanksgiving. 

Msgr. Orlowski told his 
parishioners, “I am grateful to 
God for the opportunity for 
us to have Mass with you, for 
you to worship and receive 
Communion.”

Mass under a cloudless  
blue sky

STRATFORD—After weeks 
of being separated from the 
Eucharist, parishioners from St. 
James Church came in their cars 
to a “drive-in” Mass on the Feast 
of the Ascension, which Father 
Peter J. Adamski celebrated on 
the roof of the sacristy, 18 feet off 
the ground at an altar borrowed 
from a mausoleum at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery.

It was the first public Mass 
for the parish since March 15 
when the coronavirus restrictions 
began. As Father stepped to the 
altar, situated in front of a win-
dow with an image of the Holy 
Spirit, he raised his arms in exul-
tation and proclaimed, “Praise 
God!”

To get to the altar, he and 
Deacon Joe Koletar ascended 
and descended on a scissor lift 
at the side of the church, or as 
Father described it, “I ascended 
on the Ascension.”

When the liturgy began, they 
looked out at a parking lot of 50 
cars. Drivers had turned their 
radios to WSJR (91.5 FM), 
“Radio Free St. James—the 
Home of the Holy Spirit” and 
could hear members of the music 
ministry singing the entrance 
hymn. 

Above the celebrants was a 
cloudless blue sky. The altar lin-
ens fluttered in the gentle breeze, 
and Father held the pages of the 
Roman Missal in place with clips. 
A news crew from NBC taped the 
Mass, while pedestrians paused 
to watch. Across the street, two 
young girls were seated on chairs 
and observed the celebration with 
their father. 

In his homily, Father said, 
“The work of salvation is not 
done until everyone has an 
opportunity to be saved.”           n

➤ continued on page 21

50 chairs, was a welcome sight 
to congregants attending the first 
outdoor mass at the parish.

“Welcome! It’s so good to 
see all of you,” Father Joseph 

Cervero M.Div, exuberant-
ly greeted parishioners at the 
beginning of mass to which they 
responded in kind with a round 
of applause. 

Parishioners were appreciative 
of the opportunity to attend Mass 
in-person instead of the alterna-
tive of watching a live-stream of 
it in their homes, which most had 
been doing since March.

“I’m grateful to come back to 
church,” said Diane Riccelli, one 
of the many parishioners attend-
ing the outdoor Mass. “Things 
that you took for granted before 
you really appreciate now.”

The altar for the outdoor 
Mass, which was situated in 
front of the two-car garage at the 
rectory with a statue of Mary 
flanked by potted plants, was 
the original altar from the 1879 
church that is currently under-
going renovations. “It represents 
the presence of our parish from 
the very beginning,” Father 

Cervero told the congregation.
Father Cervero said prayer 

is the answer to fear and uncer-
tainty, “When we are feeling 
uncertain or anxious go to God 

in prayer.”
Gratitude for the Eucharist

NORWALK—At the end of 
Sunday’s 11 am outdoor Mass 
at St. Matthew Church, Msgr. 
Walter C. Orlowski reached out 
to the many parishioners who 
were watching by live-streaming 
and could not join the 50 people 
who had gathered on the church 
lawn with their chairs. 

“For those of you at home, 
who are watching this Mass 
streamed live—and we’re grateful 
to God for your presence with us, 
which is in the thousands stream-
ing live—if you want to come 
to the church and receive the 
Eucharist today at 12:15, I will 
give you Communion.”

Many accepted his offer. 
It was a simple service. They 
drove up, and he gave them 
Communion, reverently, with no 
conversation. He wanted them to 
have the opportunity to receive 
the Eucharist on Memorial Day 
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EDITOR’S CHOICE
In praise  

of Catholic Schools 
 
With the school year having recently come to a close, it is time to 

acknowledge the remarkable work done by teachers, students, staff and 
administrators when they were suddenly confronted by the need to move 
to online learning in March as a result of the pandemic.

The unprecedented closing of the schools created the historic challenge 
of immediately transitioning the 7,500 students who had been studying in 
the 30 different school buildings in the diocese to distance learning. Yet, 
by all measures, the schools did it successfully in a way that preserved aca-
demic excellence and the values of a Catholic learning community. 

At a time when it has been widely reported that public schools across 
the nation struggled with the sudden shift to distance learning, it should be 
noted that Catholic schools under Dr. Steve Cheeseman’s leadership, were 
well prepared. The ongoing investment in new technology made possible 
by the generosity of donors and the hundreds of hours teachers committed 
to professional development and online learning communities led to the 
successful transition.

A recent survey of parents found that 70 percent were pleased with the 
schools distance learning—far higher than national average—and are pre-
pared to re-enroll their children for the next school year. 

A profound debt of gratitude goes to our teachers, students, administra-
tors and parents who made the most of a very difficult situation. By work-
ing together they showed the strength and sustainability of faith-based 
learning communities that put our children first. And our congratulations 
go to the Class of 2020. Their spirit, determination and achievement bode 
well for the future of our Church and our country. 

Building a just society
  
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano has joined other bishops across the country 

in urging the faithful to build a just society that works toward great equali-
ty and an end to racism. 

In his weekly online Mass on Trinity Sunday, the bishop issued a 
powerful appeal for a change of heart and conversion based on the unity 
and love of the Holy Trinity. He noted that the great suffering of the 
poor during the pandemic and the senseless killing “of a man begging to 
breathe” have forced us to look at the social and economic inequality that 
leaves so many struggling with racism and “standing on the edge of hun-
ger and poverty” both in this country and around the world. 

“We must rebuild our society one living brick at a time based on what 
God has revealed about himself. He calls us to dream of a world that we 
will build that is color blind, race blind and economic-strata blind, where 
all God’s children will have opportunities to live in peace and justice.

The time has come for real action, real repentance, real conversion, 
real commitment to effect justice, equality, charity, understanding, dia-
logue, respect and peace-making in every corner of our society, regardless 
of race, creed or color. You and I will begin to see this dream become 
reality, one choice at a time, one person at a time, one day at a time… For 
if it is not now, when? If it is not you and me, then who will do it?

In response to the bishop’s call for change, The Leadership Institute 
will host several webinars this summer to advance the conversation about 
racism and cultural diversity, (see story on page 21 for more details). The 
bishop has also created an ad hoc committee against racism that will begin 
meeting later this month. For complete details on the webinars and to 
register, please visit The Leadership Institute’s website at www.formation-
reimagined.org.  

FCC online
 
The August issue of Fairfield County Catholic will only be available 

online. If you currently receive the online diocesan newsletter, you will 
automatically receive the August issue when it is published. If you would 
like to join the 47,000 Catholics throughout the diocese who receive week-
ly updates, Bishop Caggiano’s videos and stories from the diocese, please 
sign up by entering your email address at: Bridgeportdiocese.org. (Scroll 
down on the website until you see “sign up for our email newsletter” on 
the sidebar.) Fairfield County Catholic will resume its print publication in the 
September issue.                                 n
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First Communion Candidate Visits
RIDGEFIELD—Due to the pandemic, St. 

Mary Parish in Ridgefield had to postpone this 
year’s First Communion Ceremony. But Msgr. 
Royal and Father Damian Pielesz have been mak-
ing special outside visits to these 120 candidates 
since June 1. During these visits, each child receives 
a special blessing, a beautiful card and special 
First Communion photo frame for them to make. 
Parishioners thanked Msgr. Royal and Father 
Damian for taking the time to make these special 
visits and for blessing the children who had pre-
pared to receive their First Communion this year. 
Parishioners took to social media to thank them 
for their thoughtful gesture and congratulate all the 
boys and girls who received this special Sacrament. 
“How special, so very thoughtful!” a parishioner 
commented, “I’m sure this means a lot to these 
children and their families.”     n

On April 1, 2020 Census Day was observed nationwide. By this date, 
every home should have received an invitation to participate in the 2020 Government Census. 

Once the invitation arrives, each household should respond by phone, by mail, or online. 
More information about the upcoming census may be found at 2020census.gov/en.html.
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Editorial

G
od is giving us a 
glimpse of our future 
here at Hennessey 
House. It’s the future 

we’ll be facing in two years 
(*gulp*) when some of the gan-
glier people around here start 
folding their laptops and heading 
to college.

Our Clara, 16, is breaking free 
of the lockdown and spending a 
few weeks out west at Wyoming 
Catholic College. This small, 
classical liberal arts school is less 
than two decades old—still in 
its gangly phase. It offers what 
it calls an “education of immer-
sion” in the Western tradition, 
“the beauty and challenges of the 

wilderness,” and “the treasures of 
our Catholic spiritual heritage.”

All that stuff is okay by me. 
WCC happens to be famous for 
its horsemanship program. Clara 
and 50 other high schoolers from 
all around the country are riding 
the trails, reading Thucydides, 
and not calling home. 

To me, the enforced de-plug-
ging was a big selling point. The 
program collects all the kids’ 
phones on the evening they 
arrive, locking them up and bury-
ing the key under a cow pat. I’m 
sure the first days of withdrawal 
were difficult. Hopefully the hors-
es weren’t too spooked by their 
sweaty, fidgety, gangly riders. 

Paying someone to confiscate 
your teenager’s cell is the next big 
“pre-college experience.” Take 
my word.  

The downside of the undigi-
tal fortnight is that Clara won’t 
come home with a phone full of 
pictures of the mountains she’s 
hiking or the stars she’s sleeping 
under. The upside is she will 
actually spend some time looking 
at those mountains and stars and 
not at the mesmeric, internet-en-
abled ball-and-chain.

I do hope she’s enjoying her-
self. My guess is she’s learning 
a lot. About herself, about the 
Peloponnesian War, about stay-
ing up later than you should, and 
about the vast scope and exciting 
diversity of this country. Perhaps 
she’ll get lucky and see a bison or 
a grizzly bear. From a distance, 
I mean. 

So how are we, the left 
behind, getting on in her absence? 
Depends who you ask. 

“I do miss Clara,” says Billy, 
who turns 4 soon. “Can I have a 
mango squeezer and some Honey 
Nut Cheerios in a cup?” He isn’t 
the sentimental type. I ask Sally, 

who is 7, if she’s noticed anything 
different lately. 

“Not really. Will you come 
outside and spray me with the 
garden hose?”

I’m not surprised the sec-
ond-division siblings are less than 
broken up. The fact is, we are all 
sweltering to death in an early 
summer heatwave and diligently 
avoiding exposure to the virus 
Billy calls “the big bad worm.” 
We are dealing here with the 
beauty and challenges of our own 
little wilderness.

Still, Mrs. H. and I can’t help 
but frown at the empty bottom 
bunk in the girls’ room. We’ve 
set our iPhone weather apps to 
Lander, Wyoming, and we check 
the WCC Instagram for updates 
constantly. It feels like we’re 
missing a body part.

Lord, make us ready to see 
our children fly off and become 
well-functioning, independent 
adults with good jobs, families, 
cell phones they can pay for on 
their own, and even horses if they 
want them. Just not yet. 

When I was a boy, I watched 
my two older sisters head off to 

college. Each time one left, my 
status in the house improved. I got 
my own room, and more space on 
the couch. Their departures creat-
ed holes in the house, but I wasted 
no time filling them right up. 

When it was my turn to go, 
my mother offered her big, gruff 
boy an emotional warning: 
“Moms are allowed to cry when 
they drop their sons off at col-
lege.” She should have saved her 
tears. I was back living at home 
three months later. 

Not so big, not so gruff, turns 
out. Pretty gangly though.

Interesting thing about being 
a kid: You never really think 
about your parents when they’re 
not around. Interesting thing 
about being a parent: You never 
really stop thinking about your 
kids no matter where they are. 
Parenthood is an education of 
immersion.

 “It’s a little like how God’s 
always waiting around for us to 
come back,” observes Mrs. H. 
“Your parents never give up on 
you even when you forget about 
them for a little while.” Ain’t that 
the truth.          n

A DAD’s View

By MAtthew hennessey

Matthew Hennessey and his  
family are parishioners of St. John 
the Evangelist Parish in Stamford.

An education of immersion in absence

A
s a white woman I do 
not have the adequate 
words to explain how 
the Black community 

is feeling right now. So I wish to 
share some words of both mine 
and others, to hopefully bring 
to light different viewpoints and 
perspectives and create a place for 
healing and understanding. May 
we hear one another. May we lis-
ten. May we let the words change 
our hearts and guide our actions.

If I could but carry your cross…
How am I supposed to put words  

to the pain that you feel?
I don’t know what it’s like,

But I wish I could take some  
of the burden away from you.

Can I help you carry the cross?
Like Simon helped Jesus?
I will do everything I can.
I’ll read, I’ll watch, I’ll listen.
I’ll let your words change my heart 

and actions.
And tell others to do so as well.
I’ll sign petitions, I’ll vote, I’ll learn.
I will have hard conversations. 
I will be open to discomfort,
And know that it will never be enough
To take your pain away.
But I will continue to walk with you.
Continue to be your Simon.
In hopes that some day
It won’t have to be this way. 

Two voices have stayed with 
me, the first being Debbie Sims, a 
mom and parishioner of Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in Bridgeport:

“How do we move on…we 
can’t. George Floyd’s murder 
broke all our hearts. It is a call to 
action, a call to protect the Black 
Community, the official catalyst for 
change for our country. What do 
we do? As an African American 
Mom, here is what I had to do: I 
had to sit down with my Black son, 
nephews and community sons once 
again and go over the rules of what 
to do when stopped by the police. 
I begged them to pray because 
being obedient is not enough. Even 
though their physical life is in the 
hands of the officers, the Lord has 
the final say. George’s murder is just 
one incidence that the world saw, 
injustices like that happen every day 
in our communities. I’m scared to 
death of sending my son outside 
because I’m fearful of the unknown 
of what lies ahead for him. Last 
week we hosted a conversation with 
moms, all hurting because George 
was everyone’s son, we are all out-
raged, disgusted, but hopeful. Psalm 

139 is all about the characteristics of 
God. It brings me lots of comfort…
we are never alone! As a people 
we will endure systematic racism, 
hatred, economic disinvestment, 
food, health and housing inequities, 
but it is not okay. ‘America…land 
of the free’ home of George Floyd, 
Tamir Rice, Breonna Taylor and 
all people, because Christ our Lord 
said so!”

The second is our very own 
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano, 
Bishop of Bridgeport. In his most 
recent Let Me Be Frank podcast, 
the bishop and Steve Lee of 
Veritas Radio discussed the trou-
bling events going on around us 
these days and what we can do to 
work for a better society.

“We have structures in society 
that judge people by the color of 
their skin or the language they 
speak that do not allow them the 
same opportunities as others. The 
first step in any societal change 
is the conversion of my own 
heart. Before I worry about any-
one else’s heart, or society, what 
about me? What about when I 
look in the mirror? Do I consider 

everyone equal? Do I have racist 
tendencies or bigotry tendencies 
or discriminatory tendencies in 
the way I speak, the way I act, 
the people I deal with, how I 
spend my money? Am I willing to 
look myself in the mirror and say 
‘what do I believe?’ in the end and 
how do I live? Do I actually live 
what I claim to believe when it 
comes to justice and equality and 
fairness? Because if I don’t then I 
am contributing to the problem, 
I am in fact part of the problem. 
Because racial equality and equal 
opportunity is not just some-
thing society wants because it’s a 
human good—it is a divine man-
date. It’s what the Savior taught 
us. And if we are going to claim 
Him as out Lord and Savior and 
have the same title He had, being 
a Christian following Christ the 
Lord, then don’t you think that it’s 
our own faith that should moti-
vate us to change? And if it does 
not change us then our faith is not 
what we’re claiming it to be.” (To 
listen to the full Let Me Be Frank 
podcast visit our diocesan social 
media channels).                  n

If I could but carry your cross…
A young woMAn’s Voice

By elizABeth clyons

Libby Clyons is Communications
Associate for the Diocese of 
Bridgeport. She can be reached  
at elizabeth.clyons@diobpt.org.
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We Stand With Christ
By JOE PISANI

GEORGETOWN—We Stand 
With Christ is making much 
needed parish projects possible, 
and for Father David Leopold, 
pastor of Sacred Heart Parish in 
Georgetown, that means a new 
roof. Not one but three.

Worshipping in a church that 
is almost 140 years old certainly 
has its historic appeal, but it also 
presents challenges when it comes 
to maintenance.

“Our focus was mainly on one 
critical need that we had for at 
least a year at Sacred Heart,” said 
Father Leopold. “The shingles 
on the roof of the church building 
were starting to deteriorate, and 
we had to do something.”

Water was leaking into the 
hallway that led downstairs, 
where there are offices, and Father 
feared that if the problem was left 

Parish projects meet critical needs  
untreated, the interior walls of the 
church would be damaged. When 
roofers came to look at the job, 
they discovered there were already 
four layers of shingles on the roof, 
which had to be removed. 

The work on the church and 
two other buildings—the parish 
hall and religious education center 
along with a garage—was com-
pleted last November over the 
Thanksgiving weekend. During 
that time, Masses were held in the 
hall.

Father Leopold is especially 
grateful to his parishioners for 
their pledges to the We Stand 
With Christ campaign, which 
made the work possible. “I really 
appreciated what they did,” he 
said. “I know that everybody has 
his or her financial strains, and I 
was very thankful for their partic-
ipation.”

“It is kind of a mundane proj-

ect, but a critical project for us 
because you don’t want to have 
a roof leaking, and the proceeds 
we received from We Stand With 
Christ enabled us to do the job 
before it got worse,” he said. 
“Now, it looks perfect.”

St. Timothy Chapel in 
Greenwich celebrated its 100th 
anniversary last year, and through-
out its history, it has been a favor-
ite place to worship for people in 
northern Greenwich and visitors 
who come across the border from 
New York State. Part of the St. 
Michael the Archangel Parish, it 
was recently renovated with funds 
made possible through We Stand 
With Christ. 

Father Ian Jeremiah, pastor, 
said the parish’s main concern was 
ensuring that the chapel was hand-
icapped accessible because there 
are many elderly parishioners who 
need assistance. 

“Instead 
of building a 
long ramp, 
we raised the 
gradient of 
the ground to 
make it incline 
into the church 
entrance,” 
Father 
Jeremiah said. 
In addition, 
they created a 
new gathering 
space outside 
that was 
farther away 
from the traf-
fic. They also built a handicapped 
bathroom and installed new 
flooring and applied a fresh coat 
of paint and did some landscaping 
this spring. Now, the parish is 
looking forward to the day when 
restrictions on public gatherings 

are lifted, and Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano can come to rededicate 
the chapel. 

In addition to the chapel 
project, a major renovation of 
St. Michael the Archangel in 

Congratulations 
to the Class of 2020!

Where young women become global leaders

2 PMS Colors: 342 & 416

shgreenwich.org

Class of 2020 College Matriculations
Binghamton University 
Boston College (8)
Brown University (2) 
Bryant University
Bucknell University (2)
Case Western Reserve University
Colby College 
Cornell University (2) 
Dartmouth College
Davidson College
Drexel University (2)
Duke University  
Elon University (2)
Emory University
Georgetown University (2)
Indiana University Bloomington 
Marquette University
Massachusetts Institute  

of Technology

Miami University, Oxford
Middlebury College
Northeastern University
Northwestern University 
Providence College (3)
Rochester Institute of Technology
Sacred Heart University
Southern Methodist University (5) 
Stanford University
Texas Christian University
Trinity College 
Tufts University
Tulane University 
The University of Alabama
University of California,  

Santa Barbara 
University of Chicago
University of Connecticut (2)
University of Louisville

University of Miami
University of Michigan 
University of North Carolina  

at Chapel Hill (2)
University of Notre Dame (4) 
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Richmond (2)
University of Southern California
University of Tennessee, 

Knoxville 
University of Texas, Austin
University of Vermont
University of Virginia (2)
Vanderbilt University 
Villanova University 
Wake Forest University 
Wesleyan University (2)
Williams College 
Yale University (3)

➤ continued on page 26



By ELIZABETH CLYONS

In this section, 
Fairfield Country Catholic 
recognizes and congrat-
ulates the top scholars 
of diocesan private and 
Catholic high schools 
and congratulates all 
students on their success 
in graduating. Hats off 
to your great achieve-
ment and God bless you 
as you continue on your 
journey! 

“This year is certainly memo-
rable, but is not one you deserve. 
So many milestones you have 
looked forward to have been 
affected,” Dr. Steven Cheeseman, 
superintendent of schools, said 
to students in a recent video 
message about the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on schools.

  While students and their 
families were unable to enjoy tra-

ditional graduation ceremonies, 
many found new and creative 
ways to honor the achievement of 
students and encourage them to 
do great things in the future.

St. Joseph High School
TRUMBULL—St. Joseph 

High School is proud to 
announce that Mari Andrzejewski 
and Katherine Pikulik are this 
year’s valedictorian and salutato-
rian respectively. 

Top scholars are never a 
matter of a great grade point 
average,” remarked Dr. William 
Fitzgerald, head of school. 
“Character, social responsibil-
ity, and leadership are just as 
essential in individuals whom St. 
Joseph High School celebrates as 
the best of the best. And so the 
faculty and administration are 
very proud to put forward this 
year’s valedictorian and salutato-
rian. Both are dynamic, confident 
individuals intent on making a 
difference. They are a wonderful 
reflection of the Class of 2020.”

Mari Andrzejewski has 
attained the highest academic 
record among her class and, 
if permitted by the State, will 
deliver the valedictorian’s fare-

Against all odds: Congrats to the Class of 2020!
well address at the close of com-
mencement on Saturday, July 11. 
Mari resides in Trumbull, Conn. 
Mari is president of the student 
council and writing resource 
center, a member of the National 
Honor Society as well as the 
Math, English, and Spanish 
Honor Societies. In addition, 
she is a Harvard Book Award 
Recipient, a Governor’s Scholar 
Semifinalist, National Hispanic 
Scholars, President’s Scholar and 
Service award winner, and the 
2019 Barnum Festival Queen. 
During her time at St. Joes, Mari 
has also co-founded the school’s 
non-profit, student-run, coffee 
shop, the Cup o’ Joe Café. 

Katherine Pikulik, salutatori-
an, has earned the second highest 
academic average in her class and 
also resides in Trumbull, Conn. 
She is a member of the National 
Honor Society and is a member 
of SJ’s Girls Indoor and Outdoor 
Track & Field teams. In addition, 
Katherine is on the Presidential 
Honor Roll and a National Merit 
Scholar. In the fall, she plans to 
attend New York University as a 
Corporate Finance major. 

 “We are thrilled for Mari and 
Katherine,” said Mrs. Nancy 

DiBuono, principal. “St. Joes is a 
better place because of Mari and 
her involvement as a school lead-
er. She is a high achiever destined 
to become a great leader. She is 
compassionate, dedicated and 
has a heart of gold. Katherine is 
an intelligent and hardworking 
young woman who never accepts 
anything but her best. Her com-
mitment to her academic studies 
is admirable. They represent the 
best of the very best of St. Joseph 

High School and we could not be 
more pleased or proud.” 

Trinity Catholic High School
STAMFORD—Trinity 

Catholic High School is proud 
to announce that Fiona Grace 
Willette and Maggie Carlon are 
this year’s valedictorian and salu-
tatorian respectively. 

Margaret “Maggie” Carlon 
has been a member of the 

➤ continued on page 14

SAINT JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL, TRUMBULL – Mari Andrzejewski, valedicto-
rian; Katherine Pikulik, salutatorian
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Vals and Sals
Stamford Youth Hockey Program 
from age six and continues to 
serve as an Assistant Coach 
for the Stamford Lady Sharks, 
working with young girls at Terry 
Connors Ice Rink. Furthermore, 
Maggie has the unique distinc-
tion of being the only female to 
represent Trinity Catholic on the 
co-op hockey team of Stamford 
High/Westhill and Staples High. 
Maggie plays golf for Trinity 
in the spring. For her passion-
ate dedication and skills on the 
playing field, the FCIAC named 
Maggie one of its Exemplary 
Scholars earlier this year. 

To further add to her distin-
guished list of accomplishments, 
Maggie has also earned “Honors 
with Distinction” every quarter 
throughout high school; highest 
academic average in Freshmen 
English and the University of 
Virginia Book Award. 

Maggie also carried a very 
well-balanced extracurricular 

plate with a heavy host of activ-
ities over her high school years. 
Maggie has been a member of 
the National Honor Society, a 
Student Ambassador, as well as 
a member of Student Council, 
the St. Thomas Aquinas Scholars 
Program and has participated in 
our Shark Tank competition. 

Outside of school, Maggie 
further shows the depth of her 
character, as well as her kind and 
caring nature, in her volunteer 
work through her Youth Group 
projects at St. Leo’s Church, as 
well as at “Kids Helping Kids” in 
downtown Stamford.

“It is always safe to assume 
Maggie is at the top of her game, 
literally and figuratively, in all 
of her endeavors—be it in the 
classroom, on the ice, leading her 
fellow students in a project, rallying 
them for a cause or event or just 
having fun around school,” says 
John Carrigan, school counselor. 
“As her counselor, what makes 

her an exemplary person (and 
for that matter, this is also found 
in her brother and sister, as well) 
can be measured in character and 
kindness! The depth of care, con-
sideration, ‘good heart’ and gener-
osity of spirit Maggie possesses is 
absolutely boundless and we, as a 
school community, are all the rich-
er for her sparkling presence and 
countless contributions to others.” 
Maggie heads off to the University 
of Connecticut in the Fall.

Fiona Grace Willette plans 
to become a physician, which 
stems from her great admiration 
for medical professionals and 
passionate interest in the field 
gleaned from personal experiences 
of her youth. “In my eyes and 
estimation, Fiona will undoubt-
edly achieve her goal and will 
do so with the same dedication 
she has consistently demonstrat-
ed throughout her high school 
years,” says John Carrigan, school 
counselor. Fiona’s great determi-
nation and interest in the medical 
field is also evidenced in her 

community service as a Stamford 
Hospital Junior Volunteer; she 
has devoted extensive time shad-
owing physical therapists and has 
also chaired Trinity’s annual Red 
Cross Blood Drive where Team 
Trinity surpassed the Red Cross 
donation quota. 

When Trinity didn’t have 
a Cross Country team, Fiona 
approached Dave Chiappetta to 
coach. She rounded up a team, 
helped them get in shape, and 
through her leadership acumen, 
became team captain. So commit-
ted to her sport, or perhaps even 
more so, to good health and con-
ditioning, that Fiona has taken to 
running year-long to stay in shape 
and to also host team gatherings 
at her home. 

Staying committed to her life-
long goal of a career in medicine, 
and further building strong per-
severance and foundation skills, 
Fiona decided to test herself even 
further by applying to the West 
Point Military Academy Summer 
Leadership Experience last year 
where extreme endurance, physi-
cal conditioning is combined with 
elite leadership training. Adding 
her success at West Point’s pres-
tigious program to her growing, 
impressive personal profile, Fiona 
carefully studies and pursues 
experiences and opportunities 
that build and hone her already 
accomplished talents, skills and 
pursuits. We greatly commend 
the various ways she finds 
focus, challenge and motivation. 
Everything she plans, pursues 
and accomplishes bodes so well 
to future success. 

Winner of the Mickey Lione, 
Jr. Youth Excellence Scholarship, 
the Sikorsky and Fairfield 
University Excellence in Math and 
Science Award and the Western 
Connecticut Military Officers 
Association’s Young America 
Award, Fiona is also a member of 
the National Honor Society, and 
AP Scholar who has also received 

“Honors with Distinction” every 
semester at Trinity and is the 
recipient of the Holy Cross Book 
Award. She also serves as a 
Student Ambassador. 

While our extremely busy, 
always active and incredibly 
involved future physician has 
always seen the world of medi-
cine as her primary focus, there 
are also so many other pathways 
she could possibly pursue. Future 
leadership and service careers 
may certainly beckon well for 
her. Intensely involved in student 
government each year in high 
school, Fiona has served in every 
capacity, including Executive 
Council President in 12th grade. 

“Fiona has an extraordinary 
work ethic. She’s extremely bright 
and is always looking to challenge 
herself on an academic and person-
al level. She’s a natural born leader 
and has never been afraid to take 
the reins on projects, assignments 
and school-wide events. She has 
incredible school spirit and has 
brought so much fun and positiv-
ity to the entire Trinity Catholic 
community,” says English teacher 
Bonnie DeAngelis. 

Fiona Grace Willette will be 
headed to the College of the Holy 
Cross to start her college career. 

Notre Dame High School
FAIRFIELD—Notre 

Dame High School is proud to 
announce that Sophie Stachurski 
has been named the valedictorian 
and Maria Raiti and Ruth Salazar 
have been named co-salutatorians 
of Notre Dame’s Class of 2020.

Sophie Stachurski is a member 
of the inaugural Distinguished 
Scholars Program, as well as 
the Frank and Marissa Martire 
Leadership Institute. Sophie has 
established a tremendous four-
year record of achievements 
both in and out of the classroom. 
As impressive as her academic 
record is as evidenced by her 

FAIRFIELD PREP, a Jesuit, Catholic school of excellence, believes in 
educating the whole person. As a college preparatory school, Prep seeks to 
transform young boys into men of intellectual competence. That means 
a rigorous, hands-on education where our students learn both inside and 
outside of the classroom.

PREP

Open House
Sunday, October 4
www.FAIRFIELDPREP.ORG

➤ continued on page 16

TRINITY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, STAMFORD – Fiona Grace Willette,  
valedictorian; Maggie Carlon, salutatorian

Vals and sals from page 13
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Schools planning for a return 
to classes in September

BRIDGEPORT—The diocese 
plans to begin the next school 
year in September with in-person 
classes and the ability to make a 
fluid transition to distance learn-
ing if it becomes necessary, Dr. 
Steven Cheeseman, superinten-
dent of Catholic Schools, said in 
a video to parents, teachers and 
students.

Diocesan plans also call for 
a blended learning option for 
students who for any reason are 
unable or concerned about return-
ing to the classroom, he said.

Dr. Cheeseman said that the 
diocese is ending the current 
schools year “in a way that no 
one could have imagined when it 
started.”

Dr. Cheesman said the pan-
demic has demonstrated that 
Catholic education is not sim-
ply “defined by buildings that 
house us but by parents teacher, 
administrators and students who 
together create a culture that 
informs the mind, forms the 
heart and transforms the lives of 
all those lucky enough to be a 
part of it.”

A “Return to School” task-
force is preparing for a back-
to-school season that will be 
unlike any other,” but that the 
schools will be ready to provide 
student-centered learning that 
focuses on the personal, spiritual 
and academic development of 
students.

Dr. Cheeseman said that dioc-
esan schools are prepared to tran-
sition from the “crisis distance 
learning program” they began in 
March to an improved remote 
learning process, if it is required 
at any time in the future.

In order to plan for the next 
school year the schools conducted 
focus groups and also asked par-
ents to participate in a planning 
survey to develop “school-specific 
plans” that will be shared with 
parents.

The survey found a high 
degree of satisfaction with the 
distance learning provided by the 
diocese when in-school classes 
were suspended and more than 
70 percent were prepared to 
re-enroll.

The survey also identified 
challenges faced by the parents. 
More than 13 percent of those 

surveyed reported losing their 
jobs during the pandemic and 
over 30 percent said that they had 
experienced pay cuts. 

(To learn more about Catholic 

elementary and high schools and scholar-
ship opportunities available throughout 
Fairfield County, visit:  www.dioceseof-
bridgeportcatholicschools.com/find-cath-
olic-school-fairfield-county-ct.)              n

NORWALK—After being closed for three months, Room 
to Grow Preschool in Norwalk “re-opened” on June 15 under 
COVID-approved safety protocols. During the pandemic, Room 
to Grow staff supported over 60 percent of its families who lost 
jobs by providing 4-5 days of groceries and supplies via weekly 
social distancing pick-ups. These efforts were supported by gen-
erous donors and partnerships with Filling In The Blanks, Al’s 
Angels and food drives conducted by local diocesan parishes. 
Room to Grow will celebrate its 25th Anniversary serving low 
income working families this October.            n 

Room to Grow 
Preschool reopens
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KOLBE CATHEDRAL HIGH SCHOOL, BRIDGEPORT – Alexa Lopez, 
valedictorian; Sabrina DaSilva, salutatorian
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CONGRATULATIONS  
TO OUR CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATES

valedictorian status, her roster 
of extra-curricular activities is 
just as remarkable. President 
of the National Honor Society, 
Sophie was also the recipient of 
the St. Thomas Aquinas Award, 
the Harvard University Book 
Award, and was designated a 

College Board AP Scholar and 
a Governor’s Scholar Semi-
Finalist. Sophie completed over 
350 hours of service during high 
school, including participating 
in the school annual mission trip 
to Kentucky and Camden, NJ. 
She was also Student Council 

President, a member of the 
Drama Club, Campus Ministry, 
and Link Crew, and had her 
essay “The Lion, the Witch, and 
the Educational Value of C.S. 
Lewis” published by the Cardinal 
Newman Society in April, 2018. 

Principal Chris Cipriano com-
mented, “Sophie has been one 
of the top students with whom I 

have had the pleasure of work-
ing during my two decades at 
Notre Dame. Her commitment to 
academic achievement, coupled 
with a desire to serve her students 
and the greater community, sets 
a high bar for all. She will be 
tremendously missed at ND.” 
Sophie, a resident of Trumbull, 
will be attending Georgetown 
University in the Fall.

Maria Raiti is a member of 
both the National Honor and 
Spanish Honor Societies. Maria 
was a recipient of the Sacred 
Heart University Book Award 
during her junior year. An excel-
lent student in the classroom, 
Maria has been equally successful 
outside of the classroom with her 
numerous clubs, activities, and 
service work. During her high 
school career, Maria has been 
active in the Art Club, Dance 
Club, STEM Club, Campus 
Ministry, Philosophy Club, 
Drama Club, and Video Game 
Club. Maria participated in the 
2019 summer mission trip to 
Kentucky and was planning to 
join the group again this summer 
before the pandemic ended sum-
mer travel. Maria has also been 

active volunteering for Campus 
Ministry service projects, the 
Girl Scouts, and the Knights of 
Columbus. 

According to Principal Chris 
Cipriano, “Maria has consistent-
ly made her mark on the ND 
community—both in and out of 
the classroom. I know that much 
success awaits her as she takes 
her fantastic skill set off to college 
and beyond.” Maria, a resident 
of Bridgeport, will be attending 
UConn—Storrs in the Fall.

Ruth Salazar has been very 
involved in the Notre Dame 
community during her high 

school career including mem-
bership in the Philosophy Club, 
Peace by Justice Club, Creative 
Writing Club, as well as Campus 
Ministry. A frequent volunteer 
for many local service programs, 
Ruth also participated in the 2018 
mission trip to Neon, Kentucky. 
She served on the Cultural 
Awareness Committee and was 
an active participant in the Girls 
with Impact program. Ruth was 
also a member of the National 
and Spanish Honor Societies. 

Her principal, Chris Cipriano, 
commented, “Ruth has done 
phenomenally well during her 
high school career. Her achieve-
ments have left their mark here 
at school, and I know she will 
do fantastic work in the future.” 
Ruth, a resident of Bridgeport, 
will be attending UConn—Storrs 
in the Fall.

Kolbe Cathedral High School
BRIDGEPORT—Kolbe 

Cathedral High School is proud 
to announce Alexa Lopez as 
Valedictorian and Sabrina 
DaSilva as salutatorian for the 
2019-20 school year.

Alexa Lopez has earned the 

highest academic standing in her 
graduating class. Alexa came to

Kolbe Cathedral High School 
from John Winthrop School. 
During her time at Kolbe 
Cathedral High School, Alexa 
was a member of the Spanish and 
National Honor Societies. Alexa 
has also served as secretary of her 
graduating class and has been an 
active leader in the S.A.D.D. club.

Alexa also generously vol-
unteers her time as a tutor to 
students in need of support. She 
has also spent some time at the 
Watermark nursing home, where 

➤ continued on page 17

NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL, FAIRFIELD – Sophie Stachurski, valedictorian; Maria Raiti and Ruth Salazar, 
co-salutatorians
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she has been a source of comfort 
and friendly conversation for 
patients. Alexa Lopez is a bright 
and motivated student, a gener-
ous and responsible member of 
the community, and a caring and 
loyal friend. Alexa will continue 
her education at the University of 
Connecticut in the Fall.

Sabrina DaSilva, salutatorian, 
has earned the second highest 
academic standing in her graduat-
ing class. Sabrina came to Kolbe 
Cathedral High School from John 
Winthrop School. Sabrina was 
a member of the Spanish and 
National Honor Societies, pres-
ident of her graduating class, a 
member of the girl’s soccer team, 
a softball player, and an E3 peer 
leader. Sabrina has also been 
very active in the Groundworks 
Organization. Through 
GroundWorks, Sabrina began by 
cleaning local parks throughout 
the city of Bridgeport. Over time, 
Sabrina was given the opportunity 
to travel and complete restoration 
projects at various national parks. 
Sabrina is a hard-working and 
humble young woman. Sabrina 
will continue her education at 
Bowdoin College in the Fall.

Both Alexa and Sabrina have 
been valued members of the 
Kolbe community and the school 
wishes them all the best as they 
continue their education and pur-
sue their dreams.

Immaculate High School
DANBURY—Immaculate 

High School is proud to announce 

Hunter Kirkman of Sandy Hook 
as the Class of 2020’s valedictori-
an and Sean Guiry of Danbury as 
the salutatorian. 

Valedictorian Hunter 
Kirkman will attend 
Northeastern University in the 
Honors Program and major in 
Mechanical Engineering. Hunter 
is a Distinguished Honors stu-
dent, a recipient of the 2019 
Carson Scholarship, a National 
Merit Scholarship Program 
Finalist with a perfect SAT math 
score of 800 and he received 
a National Merit Corporate 
Scholarship from Northeastern 
University. He is also a Harvard 
Book Award recipient, a member 
of the National Honor Society, 
the English National Honor 
Society, the Science National 
Honor Society and the Mu Alpha 
Theta Math National Honor 
Society. Hunter also received 
the President’s Volunteer Service 
Award and has served on the 
Student Council, as President of 
Campus Ministry, as a member 
of the Peer Leadership Club, Key 
Club and Engineering Club and 
as a Student Ambassador. 

Hunter Kirkman was also 
named Immaculate High School’s 
Student of the Year for the 2019-
20 school year. Hunter earned this 
honor for consistently demonstrat-
ing school spirit and dedication 
to IHS, strength of character and 
faith in action through kindness to 
others, and a passion for learning 
and going beyond what is expect-
ed, including encouraging others 

to do their best. 
Salutatorian Sean Guiry will 

attend Northeastern University, 
where he received a Dean’s 
Scholarship, and major in 
Computer Science and Computer 
Engineering. At Immaculate, Sean 
is a Distinguished Honors student 
and a member of the National 
Honor Society and the Science 
National Honor Society. Sean is a 
talented pianist and a three-sport 
athlete, having played varsity soc-
cer, basketball and outdoor track 
for Immaculate, and was named a 
Scholar Athlete by the CAS-CIAC 
and was selected to the 2020 Boys 
Basketball All-State D1 Team 
and named by GameTimeCT 
to the All-State Boys Basketball 
Second Team. Sean has received 
the President’s Volunteer Service 
Award and the Rensselaer Medal 
for his dedication and excellence 
in science and math.

The Immaculate High School 
graduating Class of 2020 con-
tributed over 6,006 hours to a 
school-wide total of 23,008 hours 
of community service and many 
students were honored and/
or received scholarships from 
many local community service 
organizations and the Diocese 
of Bridgeport for their service 
and academic achievements. 
Seniors received numerous indi-
vidual athletic SWC and CIAC 
leadership and sportsmanship 

recognitions as well as academ-
ic and music and art awards, 
including Commendations from 
the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation, Scholastic Arts and 
Writing Awards, Connecticut 
Association of Schools Fine Arts 
Awards, Halo Theater Awards 
and more. Other seniors were 
part of the CyberPatriots, Brave 
Engineers Team and Mock Trial 
teams that won regional, State 
and other major competitions.  

Fairfield Prep
FAIRFIELD—Fairfield 

College Preparatory School 
is proud to announce Mark 
Ballesteros and Andrew Rios as 
the top scholars for the Class of 
2020. These standout young men 
represent the top two percent of 
the class.

Mark Ballesteros is a four-

year Summa Cum Laude honor 
student who has taken the stron-
gest course load available and 
achieved a 4.13 GPA. Mark is a 
member of the National Honor 
Society, Spanish Honor Society, 
and a peer tutor. He is also 
the recipient of the Yale Book 
Award. Moreover, Mark is a 
National Merit Finalist. Of the 
1.5 million entrants in the nation, 
Mark was initially recognized 
among the top 16,000 semifinal-
ists, and has been recognized as 
one of 15,000 finalists. 

Mark has participated as a 
four-year member of Model 
United Nations (Secretary-
General), Debate Club (co-pres-
ident), Fairfield Prep Plato Club 
(co-founder), Astronomy Club 
and Historians Club. Mark is 
also active in his hometown 

➤ continued on page 18

IMMACULATE HIGH SCHOOL, DANBURY – Hunter Kirkman, valedicto-
rian; Sean Guiry, salutatorian
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of Westport, where he serves 
on the board at Toquet Hall 
Youth Center. He volunteers at 
Wakeman Boys & Girls Club 
in Southport, participated in an 
Appalachian service trip, and vol-
unteered with the Church of the 
Assumption parish youth group. 
Mark will attend the University 
of Notre Dame in the Fall.

Andrew Rios has distin-
guished himself academically 
in studying at the highest level 
offered at Fairfield Prep while 
achieving Summa Cum Laude 
honors level all four years and a 
4.11 GPA. Andrew was inducted 
into the National Honor Society 
and French Honor Society, 
and was awarded the Harvard 
Book Award indicating his high 
achievement. He learns from life 
through service, participating 
in Prep’s Appalachia Service 
Mission and by his dedication 
to the efforts of Habitat for 
Humanity. He serves as a peer 

tutor on campus and in the local 
community where Andrew has 
been a teacher’s assistant at a 
Boys & Girls Club and by his 
mentoring of an autistic child at a 
local multicultural school. 

 Andrew’s extracurricular activ-
ities are many and varied, as indi-
cated by his involvement in Prep’s 
Plato Club, Model United Nations 
Club, Mock Trial Club and Habitat 
for Humanity Club. Andrew is 
a member of the Notre Dame of 
Easton parish, and will take his 
love of learning, talents and inter-
ests to Amherst College next Fall.

 
Lauralton Hall 

MILFORD—Academy of Our 
Lady of Mercy, Lauralton Hall 
is proud to announce that Class 
of 2020 valedictorian is Isabela 
Baghdady and salutatorian is 
Caron Kim.  

Ms. Baghdady, of Shelton, 
will attend the University of 
Pennsylvania with plans to major 

in philosophy, politics, and eco-
nomics. An outstanding high 
honors student throughout her 
high school career, Ms. Baghdady 
was active in the YMCA Youth 
& Government (YAG) Club 
where she held several leadership 
positions including speaker of the 
house. A member of the tennis 
team, she also participated as a 
percussionist in Lauralton’s sym-
phonic orchestra and jazz band 
and served as a peer mentor and 
member of student council. Ms. 
Baghdady was named a Yale 
Young Global Scholar and is the 
recipient of the Harvard Book 
Prize and the Susan B. Anthony 
and Frederick Douglass Award. 

“Isabela’s distinction as valedic-
torian is well earned,” said Head 
of School Elizabeth Miller.  “She 
has shown extraordinary convic-
tion and intellectual curiosity in 
her academic career. As a natural 
leader, Isabela also behaves with 
thoughtfulness and compassion in 
her desire to serve. I have no doubt 
she will make great contributions at 

Penn and beyond.” 
Ms. Kim, of West Haven, 

will attend Harvard University. 
In addition to achieving high 
honors all four years, Ms. Kim 
serves her Korean community 
as a volunteer language teacher 
and in her church as a lector, 
choir singer, and Sunday school 
teacher. She could be seen on 
stage in Lauralton Hall’s and 
Notre Dame West Haven’s 
annual musical productions, in 
Lauralton’s vocal ensembles, and 

in orchestra and jazz band perfor-
mances where she played piano 
and saxophone. Ms. Kim was 
named a Carson Scholar, Barnum 
Festival Princess, and Governor’s 
Scholars Semi-Finalist. She 
also received The Yale Club of 
New Haven’s Yale University 
Book Award and the Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute’s Rensselaer 
Medal Award. 

“Caron is a brilliant student and 
a talented musician full of kind-

Vals and sals from page 17

FAIRFIELD COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL, FAIRFIELD – 
Scholars Mark Ballesteros and Andrew Rios

➤ continued on page 19
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ness, compassion, and humility,” 
said Elizabeth Miller. “We are 
thrilled for her achievements as she 
embarks on her Harvard career.”    

The Lauralton community will 
have the opportunity to view Ms. 
Bagdady’s and Ms. Kim’s speech-
es in a video of highlights from 
Lauralton’s graduation parade to 
be celebrated on campus June 20. 

Lauralton Hall’s highest 
honor, the Catherine McAuley 
Award, was presented to Carly 
Weber of Milford.  This annual 
award, named for the foundress 
of the Sisters of Mercy, is pre-
sented to the senior who best 
demonstrates the Lauralton mis-
sion of Mercy values including 
compassion, courage, spirit of 
volunteerism and sound academ-
ic performance. Ms. Weber will 
attend Fordham University. 

“These young women embody 
all that we strive for in our 
Mission to educate girls,” said 

Elizabeth Miller. “They will go 
to college prepared as confident, 
articulate, civic-minded women 
full of Mercy spirit toward oth-
ers–qualities I know they will 
bring as they contribute to mak-
ing their communities better.”   n

LAURALTON HALL, MILFORD – Isabela Baghdady, valedictorian; Caron 
Kim, salutatorian
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By ELIZABETH CLYONS

WILTON—“The history of 
our Church is rooted in social 
justice,” said Father Reginald 
Norman, pastor of Our Lady 
of Fatima and episcopal vicar 
for the Apostolate of African 
American Catholics. “We have 
always done our part and always 
preach that life is sacred.” 

Father Reggie explained that 
he has spoken to his congregation 
about this topic in light of the 
recent killing of George Floyd by 
a Minneapolis policeman and the 
subsequent protests following the 
tragedy.

“The Catholic Church is one of 

Father Norman reflects on death of George Floyd
the few churches that takes care of 
everyone regardless of race or reli-
gion,” explained Father Reggie.

When asked about the 
Church’s response to recent 
events, Father Reggie explained 
that many of our United States 
Bishops have spoken, including 
a message from the USCCB and 
Bridgeport Diocese’s Bishop 
Frank J. Caggiano. Father Reggie 
also said that the Offices of Black 
Catholics and other clergy are 
involved in peaceful protests.

“We are broken-hearted, sick-
ened, and outraged to watch anoth-
er video of an African American 
man being killed before our very 
eyes. What’s more astounding is 

that this is happening within mere 
weeks of several other such occur-
rences. This is the latest wake-up 
call that needs to be answered by 
each of us in a spirit of determined 
conversion,” reads the statement 
from the USCCB.

“The problem for the black 
community,” explains Father 
Reggie, “is that we didn’t come 
[to America] on our own. We 
had to fight harder for assimila-
tion.” Father Reggie explains that 
even though America is made 
up of people who came from 
many different countries, the 
black community did not have 
the same choice and that makes 
their experience unique. “When 
this injustice happens we all have 
to speak up now—that’s what 
it’s going to take to change this,” 
Father Reggie said.

In his Pentecost Sunday hom-
ily, Father Reggie told his parish-

ioners, “We are best when we are 
working at our best level possi-
ble—that is God. We remember 
that the followers of Jesus were 
given the ability to speak in differ-
ent tongues so that all might hear 
the message of Christ…who wants 

to redeem all of his children.”
When asked what suggestions 

he has for people who want to 
help but don’t know how, Father 
Reggie said, “Well first is to pray.” 
He also said that one must speak 

LAURALTON HALL, MILFORD – 
Catherine McAuley Award, Carly Weber

“WE NEED TO RECOGNIZE that we are all God’s children and He loves 
all His children regardless of who we are or what we have,” Father Reggie 
Norman addressed all those who marched in the recent Walk for Peace and an 
End to Racism held in Wilton.
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McGivney Center
By ELIZABETH CLYONS

BRIDGEPORT—The 
COVID-19 pandemic isn’t 
pressing pause on people’s gen-
erosity, as many tuned-in to the 
McGivney Community Center’s 
virtual fundraiser “The Passport 
to Come and Grow.” 

By the end of the night, the 
goal of $50,000 was reached to 
support McGivney’s after-school 
and summer camp programs. 
Funds will provide camp schol-
arships and help to pay for 
healthy snacks, camp activities 
and supplies.

DJ Allan Lamberti from 
WEBE 108 was the emcee for 
the evening, providing a fun 
and interactive environment. 
Viewers enjoyed trivia and rec-
ipes for food and drink from 
around the world.

Those who tuned in were able 

Virtual fundraiser bids up generosity for the kids
to donate by texting their desired 
amount to a number provid-
ed, and donations streamed in 
throughout the live-stream. 

Witnesses to the McGivney 
Center’s success spoke about the 
truth behind the center’s tagline: 
“Kids at McGivney don’t come 
and go, they come and grow.”

“The McGivney Center is not 
only a place for my child to learn 
and grow but it also provides job 
stability,” said Leslie Carter, a 
McGivney family member who 
explained that her family is ben-
efitting from the online resources 
the center is sending, as well as 
the weekly family meals being 
provided. 

Since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 crisis, the McGivney 
Center has been working to 
ensure that they are providing for 
their families and the community. 

The center was able to offer 

dinner prepared by Vazzy’s, 
Calise’s Food Market and 
Layla’s Falafel by social-distanc-
ing curb-side pick-up Tuesdays-

Fridays through Wednesday, 
June 3. The center has also 
been sending online after-school 
resources to families and has 

provided WIFI hotspot busses 
parked at convenient locations 
for families who need internet 
access. 

“We are doing everything 
we can to keep our families 
strong and kids healthy,” said 
board member Anne McCrory, 
who spoke about how although 
McGivney is closed due to 
COVID-19, they are still provid-
ing resources to their families. 
“These kids step out of their 
everyday lives and they walk 
stronger, more confidently and 
with greater purpose toward 
something that could show every 
bit of potential that they have,” 
McCrory said. 

“The McGivney Center pro-
vides hope in a very practical 
and regular way to the people 
they serve,” said Tom Matthews, 
board member. 

DJ ALLAN LAMBERTI from WEBE 108 was the emcee for the recent 
McGivney Community Center virtual fundraiser “The Passport to Come and 
Grow,” providing a fun and interactive environment. Viewers enjoyed trivia, 
and recipes for food and drink from around the world.

➤ continued on page 24
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The Leadership Institute
By DR. PATRICK DONOVAN

In response to the clarion call for 
change in our communities, The 
Leadership Institute will host sever-
al webinars this summer to advance 
the conversation about racism, 
cultural diversity, and how simply 
by listening to one another, we can 
begin to affect change. 

In addition, Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano has created an ad hoc com-
mittee against racism that will begin 
meeting later this month. The com-
mittee includes clergy and religious, as 
well as lay men and women who will 

develop a strategic vision and practi-
cal steps for the diocesan response to 
sin of racism. 

The webinars, which will feature 
experts from the field of academia 
and ministry, will begin on July 30, 
2020 and continue every Thursday 
at 1 pm until September 3. 

Topics include:
1. Race and the Catholic Church
2. Race and Catholic Social Teaching 
3. How to have a conversation 

about race 
4. Beyond Black: Race and 

Multiculturalism
5. Growing in Awareness and 

Knowledge 
6. Teaching Peace

For complete details on the 
webinars and to register, please visit 
The Leadership Institute’s website 
at www.formationreimagined.org. 

To assist parishes and families 
to begin these critical conversations, 
several resources have been added 
to the Institute’s website as well. 

Looking Ahead:  
Parish Faith Formation
It is clear that the way we engage 

young people and their families 
will need to change when the Fall 
semester rolls around. While a 
return to the school classroom may 
be possible for some school districts, 
the return to the traditional class-
room for religious education likely 

to deliver textbooks to students, but 
how to engage mom and dad (and 
grandma and grandpa) as they wit-
ness the faith to young people. 

The reality is this: traditional 
classroom models of catechesis 
have not worked for many students 
for generations. We have to take 
advantage of this moment in history 
to reimagine formation. The focus, 
especially as we return to formation, 
must be on helping young people 
encounter the person of Jesus 
Christ. That requires more than a 
textbook or handout. It requires 
face-to-face conversations (even if 
only remotely) and a great deal of 
creativity. 

The website, which can be found 

will not happen for many parishes. 
The problems are multi-layered. 

How do we disinfect a school in 
time for it to be used again in the 
evening by the parish? How can we 
social distance in our faith forma-
tion program when some catechists 
do not feel comfortable returning? 
How will we establish a program 
that delivers content and engage the 
family at the same time. 

To answer many of these ques-
tions, The Leadership Institute 
has developed an online resources 
for parish leaders called, “Always 
Connected.” This tool, which is 
designed for parish faith formation 
leaders to use as they plan, encour-
ages the implementation of planning 
teams that will focus not on how 

The call for change
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Obituaries
BRIDGEPORT—The Reverend 

Stephen J. Balint passed away on May 
16, 2020. He was 81 years of age.

Stephen Joseph Balint was born 
in Bridgeport, Conn., on December 
21, 1938, son of Stephen Joseph 
Balint and Helen I. (Varga) Balint. 
He attended St. Stephen Parochial 
School in Bridgeport and Fairfield 
College Preparatory School. He 
began his priestly formation at St. 
Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield, 
Conn. and then continued on to Our 
Lady of Angels in Albany, N.Y. He 
was ordained to the priesthood for the 
Diocese of Bridgeport by the Most Reverend Walter W. Curtis at 
Saint Augustine Cathedral in Bridgeport on May 22, 1965.

Father Balint served as assistant at St. Joseph Parish in Danbury 
from 1965–1967 and at St. Ambrose Parish in Bridgeport from 1967–
1970. In 1970 he remained at St. Ambrose Parish with the new title 
of associate pastor of the Team Ministry. The Team Ministry was an 
experiment new to the diocese at that time. Father Balint continued in 
that position until 1971 when he became coordinator of Catholic Boy 
Scout Activities in the Norwalk-Ridgefield area.

From 1968-1971 Father Balint was the council chaplain for the 
Pomperaug Council B.S.A. and through his many years of service 
to the Connecticut Yankee Council in the B.S.A. went on to receive 
a number of honors and awards. He retired from the Diocese of 
Bridgeport on January 15, 2014.

A Memorial Mass will be celebrated at a future date with 
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano as the principal celebrant.                    n

Father Stephen 
J. Balint, 81

reverend stephen Balint
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21 Rev. Albert D. Talbot ........................................................ 1962
22 Rev. Xavier Renda ............................................................ 2009
24 Rev. Frankln J. Corrigan ................................................... 1974
 Msgr. William A. Genuario ............................................... 2015
25 Rev. Albert A. Tomasko .................................................... 1978
27  Rev. J. Barry Furey ........................................................... 2012
28 Rev. John J. Draper ........................................................... 1966
30 Rev. Arthur E. Norton ....................................................... 2004
 Msgr. Thomas P. Mooney ................................................. 1956
 Msgr. John E. Tomis ......................................................... 1986
July
1 Rev. Anthony J. Intagliata ................................................. 1990
2 Rev. Alfred J. Carmody ..................................................... 1958
5 Msgr. John J. Hayes .......................................................... 1964
6 Msgr. Philip N. Salmone ................................................... 1967
8  Rev. James J. Kane ........................................................... 1956
9 Rev. Sean F. Flynn ............................................................ 1978
10 Rev. Edward F. Doyle ....................................................... 1981
 Deacon Stephen Sebestyen ................................................ 2011
12 Rev. Edwin Coyne ............................................................ 2013
13 Msgr. James P. Devine ...................................................... 1972
 Rev. A. Fred Constantino .................................................. 1980
17 Msgr. Walter R. Conroy .................................................... 1997
 Fr. Robert Terentieff .......................................................... 2011 
19 Msgr. Bartholomew J. Laurello.......................................... 2004
20 Rev. John M. Conlisk ........................................................ 1990
 Rev. Peter DeMarco .......................................................... 2015
 Rev. Kevin P. Fitzpatrick ................................................... 2008
 Rev. Chester Kicia, O.F.M. ............................................... 2003
 Msgr. John J. Wigh ........................................................... 1995
21 Rev. David H. Krahel ........................................................... 2008
22 Msgr. Nicholas P. Coleman, P.A. ......................................... 1963
24 Fr. Paul Lalic........................................................................ 2011
25 Rev. Hubert P. Carrig ........................................................ 1978
26 Msgr. Francis M. Wladasz ................................................. 1959
28 Rev. William G. Mahoney ................................................ 1973
29 Deacon Ian Black .............................................................. 2006

deceased clerGy of the diocese  
of BridGeport June 21—July 31 
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Pre-Planning helps families
BRIDGEPORT— Planning 

for one’s burial is not a comfort-
able topic for most people, but 
the COVID-19 crisis has under-
scored the need for pre-plan-
ning, particularly in the case of 
unexpected death, says Dean 
Gestal, director of Catholic 
Cemeteries.

Gestal adds that with increas-
ing social mobility and many 
children of the elderly living out 
of state, it’s important for people 
to make their wishes known and 
prepare in advance rather than 
wait until a loss occurs—whether 
it’s a sudden or expected. 

“Pre-planning your final 
arrangements is truly a gift to 
your family. When death occurs, 
a family is suddenly confront-
ed with many difficult choices 
including financial consider-
ations,” says Gestal. 

He says that Catholic ceme-
teries saw a surge in the number 
of deaths over the past three 
months, and at one point during 
the height of the crisis as many 
as 70 percent of the burials  were 
associated with COVID-19.  

In many cases the families did 
not own plots and had to make 
difficult decisions when they 
weren’t prepared to and hadn’t 
previously given any thought to 

final considerations.
Joe McCurdy, manager of 

Catholic Cemeteries for the dio-
cese, says that families preparing 
for burial have to make decisions 
about many options including 
traditional inground burial, pur-
chasing a mausoleum for above-
ground burial, or various niches 
used for cremation, which now 
represents about 50 percent of the 
burials in Catholic cemeteries.

Catholic cemeteries offer 
many options and services includ-
ing estate lots to accommodate 
current and future generations of 
the same family, special areas on 
which to construct family mauso-
leums, entombment in commu-
nity mausoleums and memorial 
design services.

“For those thinking of cre-
mation, cremation graves and 
columbarium niches are available 
to accommodate the reverent dis-
position that the Church desires,” 
he says. 

McCurdy believes that pre-
need planning is the best way 
to ensure that you don’t have to 
make decisions at the last minute 
when you’re dealing with loss 
and emotional stress.

“Pre-need purchase also has 
financial benefits beginning with 
the fact that the purchase is made 

from current income, giving the 
purchaser the ability to pay for 
it interest-free over time  on a 
convenient payment schedule,” 
McCurdy says. .

Pre-planning also gives fami-
lies more time to visit and select a 
cemetery and meet with cemetery 
representatives. 

“People can also select the 
type of monument or memorial 
they prefer,” says McCurdy, who 
notes that the mobility in society 
is also evident in the choice of 
one’s final resting place. He says 
that a growing number of indi-
viduals may now visit cemeteries 
throughout the diocese and may 
select a grave site in a cemetery 
in an area other than where they 
lived because of the beauty of the 
land or other considerations for 
out-of-town visitors. 

There are 14 Catholic cem-
eteries established throughout 
southern Connecticut (Fairfield 
County) to serve the Catholic 
faithful and their families, provid-
ing beautiful places of prayer and 
reflection.

(For more on how to get 
this important information, call 
203.416.1491, or visit the website, 
www.bridgeportdiocese.org/cemeteries 
refer to FFC and its website or tune in 
to Veritas Catholic Radio.)           n   
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Sports
By don harrison

Oh, what could have been. 
Notre Dame High of Fairfield 
appeared poised to capture the 
school’s first softball state cham-
pionship this spring. All the 
principal players except one had 
returned from the 2019 squad, 
which established several batting 
records, assembled a 22-5 record 
and advanced to the Class M 
state tournament semifinals.

“This would have been our 
year,” declared Lancers coach Jeff 
Bevino. “We had everybody back 
except our catcher. We’d reached 
the state finals four years ago, the 
state quarterfinals in 2017 and ’18, 
and the state semis last year. To 
say it’s disappointing there was 
no season is an understatement. 
Heart-breaking is more like it.”

The coronavirus pandemic was 
the culprit. Gov. Ned Lamont 
had announced the cancellation of 
in-school classes for the remain-
der of the 2019-20 academic year 
in early May. So, the governing 
body for the state’s high schools, 
the Connecticut Interscholastic 
Athletic Conference (CIAC—
which had cancelled the remain-
der of the winter sports tourna-
ments on March 10—was left 
with one choice: Cancel the spring 
sports season.

“The CIAC empathizes with 
our school communities and the 
experiences lost due to COVID-
19,” said CIAC Executive 
Director Glenn Lungarini.

Bevino is understandably frus-
trated to see his fifth season as 
Notre Dame’s head coach negat-
ed by the deadly disease. “The 
team started hitting in December 

Lamenting the loss of a spring sports season
she handled virtually all of the 
Lancers’ pitching, amassing a 
22-5 record complemented by a 
.571 batting average. (Breana’s 
older brother, Jalen, was an out-
standing quarterback at Stamford 
High and later played at 

Morehouse College in Atlanta).
Brown’s disappointment with 

the lost season mirrored that of 
her coach. “This year we had 
so much potential to take the 
whole thing. I’m definitely very 
disappointed that our season was 
cancelled,” she said.

Teskey, a three-year starter, 
hit a robust .489 last season as 
a junior. “A great competitor,” 
Bevino noted.

Both young women plan 
to attend college in the fall, 
Brown at Fayetteville (N.C.) 
State University and Teskey 
at Assumption College in 
Worcester, Mass.

The good news for next sea-
son? The Lancers’ most lethal 
hitter, shortstop MacQuarrie 

“Mac” Stone-Folmar, returns for 
her senior year. As a sophomore, 
Stone-Folmar walloped 19 home 
runs in 2019—which eclipsed the 
school record and tied the state 
mark set 20 years earlier – and 
was selected to the Coaches’ All-
State team. She batted .526 and 
surpassed ND records with 57 
runs batted in and a surreal 1.268 
slugging percentage. 

She’s a fantastic athlete and 
very smart,” Bevino said. “In the 
field, she makes plays others just 
don’t get to. She’s the total pack-
age. Smarts, ability, work ethic.”

and we were having Zoom meet-
ings. We were putting everything 
together for what we thought 
would be a great season,” he 
explained.

Much of his disappointment 
centers on Notre Dame’s two out-
standing seniors, pitcher Breana 
Brown and outfielder Clare 
Teskey, missing their final year.

Brown had been the Lancers’ 
pitching star the previous three 
seasons, compiling a 48-15 
won-lost record and, even more 
remarkably, striking out 555 
batters in 306 innings. Last year, 

clare teskey
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Several other important players 
will return, too, plus senior-to-be 
Monica Mojica, who was to have 
rejoined the squad this spring. Her 
high school playing career has 
been hampered by injuries. 

“She’s a heckuva hitter. Last 
year, even wearing a (knee) brace, 
she hit a couple of home runs in 
a game,” said Bevino, who plans 
to utilize her skills as designated 
hitter and at first base.

Brown’s replacement on the 
mound? Bevino is putting his 
hopes on a pair of freshmen and 
no pandemic.                n

MacQuarrie “Mac” stone-folMar

Breana Brown

up within their own family and 
circles when they see injustice 
happening, remain educated and 
have empathy for those whose 
lives are directly impacted every 
day. “Because unless you are 
black you don’t have any idea 
what it is like. We’ve been con-
ditioned—we don’t understand 
the struggle.”

Father Reggie gave examples 
of times when people of color 
have to be wary—“driving while 
black,” being under surveillance 
while patronizing a store, others 
being nervous when they are 

in an enclosed space with them, 
just to name a few. Father Reggie 
explained that these are things non-
POC’s have never had to experi-
ence, and empathy is crucial.

“The pandemic is teaching us 
what is really important,” said 
Father Reggie. “A communal 
effort is far greater than our indi-
vidual goal.”

Father Reggie stressed the 
importance of educating ourselves 
and of maintaining a rapport with 
law enforcement to ensure that last-
ing change is made. “If we have the 
ability to speak about it things can 

father reggie norman from page 19

get better. The important thing 
is to let people have a voice.” 
Father Reggie did explain that 
we cannot resort to violence, say-
ing that “it is not okay to fight a 
crime with another crime.”

“The Catholic Church teaches 
that life is sacred from conception 
to natural death,” said Father 
Reggie. “But we often forget 
those who are in the middle. We 
have to speak up for them just as 
much. Because all life is sacred.”

Father Reggie shared, “We all 
have a past but we have to make 
sure that we don’t repeat history.” n
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Column: Thomas Hicks

the stars and the angels, etc. (cf. 
W.T. Wright, Surprised by Hope, 
p.17) 

This is more or less what 
many Catholics have come to 
believe, and to teach their chil-
dren. What the Bible teaches is 
very, very different. In the New 
Testament we hear of a new 
creation that will transform and 
perfect all things. Salvation is a 
healing and transformation of this 
present world.

Three things make a human 
being a person: we are bodily, 
communal, earthly beings.  

We are embodied, and God 
made us for each other, and 
also for His creation. The world 
was created for human beings. 
Genesis 2:15 says “the Lord God 
took the man and put him in the 
garden of Eden to till it and keep 
it.” We belong here.

What the New Testament 
teaches is a central concept in 
ancient Jewish writings.

Isaiah writes of creation’s 
eventual full restoration: Isa.42:9: 
“See, the former things have 
taken place, and new things I 
declare.” Isa.43:19: “See, I am 
doing a new thing!” Isa.65:17: 
“For behold, I create a new heav-

ens and a new earth. There are 
the famous words from Isa.65:25: 
“The wolf and the lamb will feed 
together, and the lion will eat 
straw like the ox...  They will nei-
ther harm nor destroy on all my 
holy mountain,” says the LORD.

The ancient Jewish religious 
work titled The Book of Jubilees 
speaks of “the day of the new 
creation, when heaven and 
earth will be renewed” (Jubilee 
1:29). Another ancient Jewish 
religious work, the Book of Enoch 
speaks of how the creation will 
be made anew to last forever 
(First Enoch 72:1).

When it comes to the New 
Testament, the conclusion to 
the Book of Revelation is a fit-
ting conclusion to the Bible as a 
whole. As Genesis began with 
the creation, so the Bible ends 
with telling how creation will be 
renewed, transformed. Rev.21:1-
4: “then I saw a new heaven and 
a new earth; for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed 
away... and I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying...”and 
God himself will be with them; 
he will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there 
be mourning nor crying nor pain 
any more, for the former things 
have passed away.” 

In Romans 8:18-25 Paul 
speaks of the sighing and groan-
ing of all creation. It is not only 
people who sigh and groan, but 
the rest of creation as well. It 
suffers together with humanity. 
God’s reconciliation does not 
end with humanity; it embraces 
“all things on earth or in heav-
en.” All creation will be trans-
formed. 

Some other New Testament 

references to the new cre-
ation would include: Gal.6:15: 
“Neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision means anything; 
what counts is the new creation. 
2Cor.5:17: “Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old has gone, the new 
is here!” Col.1:15-20: “through 
him (Christ) God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven” 

Thus, eternal life is not 
unworldly; it is a world elevat-
ed, healed, and transformed. 
Salvation does not involve a 
completely different life from 
the one we have now, but the 
perfection of that life. Salvation 
involves a new bodily existence 
in a newly remade world. We 
are destined for eternal life in 
the new creation. God remakes 
the creation, not abandons it. 
Eternal life is not radically new, 
it is the completion of what 
we have lived here. What we 
can expect after death is not 
a completely different life but 
the perfection of what we are 
already doing. One can take the 
blessings we enjoy in this life as 
foretastes and pictures of the joys 
of heaven. The New Creation 
will involve a vibrant and active 
human life. This world will be 
transformed and set right. This 
new world will be exactly what 
we need and want, with the love 
and beauty of this present world 
taken up and transformed.  

The Second Vatican Council 
paid special attention to the New 
Creation. In the Lumen Gentium 
document it states that the whole 
earth will receive perfection when 
the time of renewal of all things 
arrives. The Council’s Constitution 
On The Church in The World pro-

The New Creation

PotPourri

By thoMAs h. hicks

 Thomas Hicks is a member 

of St. Theresa Parish in Trumbull.

“T
hen I saw the 
new heaven and 
the new earth” 
(Revelation 21:1)

My childhood Catholicism 
involved the belief that unbap-
tized children could not go to 
heaven; apparently God didn’t 
love them enough. They went to 
a place called Limbo. This was 
described as a place of full natural 
happiness and joy. The Second 
Vatican Council tacitly put to rest 
the doctrine of limbo. It is not 
mentioned in the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church. 

My childhood Catholicism 
involved the belief that heaven 
was a place where we would see 
God and spend a lot of time sing-
ing and praising Him. As a child 
I always wanted to go to Limbo, 
even though I was baptized.

Maria Shriver wrote a chil-
dren’s book called What’s Heaven? 
The book has lots of pictures of 
fluffy clouds in blue skies. Each 
page has one sentence in extra-
large type. Heaven, says Shriver, 
is “a beautiful place where you 
can sit on soft clouds and talk 
to other people who are there. 
At night you can sit next to the 
stars. And Grandma is alive with 

mcgiVney from page 20

claims that God is preparing a 
new earth where righteousness 
dwells, happiness fulfills for all 
God’s sons and daughters all that 
arises in human hearts. Love and 
its works will remain. Death will 
be conquered.”

The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church expresses the same kind 
of thinking. The CCC teaches that 
“the visible universe is destined to 
be transformed so that the world 
itself returns to its original state, 
with no further obstacles.”

A number of years ago, 
there was much discussion as 
to whether pet dogs would be 
in heaven. Not only will dogs 
be in heaven, but all species of 
animals, along with the sky, the 
oceans, seed-bearing plants, trees, 
the sun and moon, the teeming 
creatures of the sea, etc. Isaiah 
wrote of creation’s eventual full 
restoration. Jesus was even more 
specific. Jesus said that His father 
does not forget even the lowly 
sparrow.

What might the New Creation 
look like? What does the Bible 
actually teach about the New 
Creation? The picture offered by 
the Scriptures include: death and 
decay will be overcome; the haz-
ards of life will be removed, life 
will no longer be precarious and 
uncertain, but perpetual and safe; 
the new creation will transform 
and perfect all things, everything 
will be set right; there will be no 
division between peoples.

Thus, God is both creator 
and redeemer, and humans are 
destined for eternal life in a new 
creation, in the liberated and 
healed human world. The Book 
of Revelation ends with the plain-
tive cry, “Amen! Come, Lord 
Jesus!”             n

“The McGivney Center is 
a wonderful example of the 
mission of the Church hard at 
work in the city of Bridgeport,” 
said Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
in a video message. “Even in 
this time of great challenge, the 
McGivney Center is providing 
meals and free WIFI for our 
families and young people. I 
come to you with great grati-
tude in this time—you are truly 
heroes on the frontline of help-
ing our young people to move 

forward in confidence and hope,” 
the bishop addressed those who 
tuned in. 

Shehan Center Executive 
Director Lorraine Gibbons 
thanked everyone who partici-
pated “from the bottom of her 
heart” for support the center’ 
mission of stimulating and 
enriching youth programs that 
foster academic success and 
self-esteem. 

Gibbons said that Summer 
Day Camp will be held from 

June 29, 2020—August 14, 
2020. However, due to State 
guidelines, it will be restricted 
to 50 campers on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Camp hours 
are from 8:30 am-3 pm. 

 (The McGivney Center is 
located at 338 Stillman Street on 
the grounds of St. Charles Parish 
in East Bridgeport. For more 
information or to watch the video 
of the virtual fundraiser and make 
a donation, visit: mcgivneycenter.
wixsite.com.)       n
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Column: Joe Pisani
The forgotten value of suffering

swiMMing uPstreAM

By Joe PisAni

 Joe Pisani has been a writer 

and editor for 30 years.

I
’ve never been a person 
who could endure suffering 
without complaining. Even a 
little suffering. I wish I could 

learn from saints like Padre Pio, 
who lived with the stigmata for 
50 years, or Therese of Lisieux, 
who died at 24 from tuberculosis 
after terrible suffering.

Or the 14-year-old martyr St. 
Jose Sanchez del Rio, who defied 
the Mexican military with the 
cry of “Viva Christo Rey!” as 
they led him to his death. Or St. 
Josephine Bakhita, a religious sis-
ter who had been kidnapped from 
Sudan at 7 years old and was sold 
into slavery. I look at their lives 
and realize that kind of strength 
could only come from Christ.

We’ll all suffer in this life. 
No one is exempt. It’s part of 
the human experience, a result 
of original sin and living in an 
imperfect world. Suffering leads 
some people to anger and others 
to despair. Suffering leads many 
to atheism, and a privileged few 
to a deeper understanding of 
Christ’s Passion.

Suffering is a mystery we’ll 
never fully grasp in this life; 
however, it’s a spiritual certainty 
that our suffering offered to God 
can do miraculous things. I first 
encountered that idea a long time 
ago, not in my college theology 
classes but in my fourth-grade 
catechism lessons with the Sisters 
of St. Joseph in Shelton. 

“Offer your suffering to Jesus, 
and he’ll do amazing things with 
it,” Sister told us young Catholics. 
“If you scrape your knee, offer it up. 
If you have a stomach ache, offer it 
up,” she said. It may sound juvenile, 
but Sister taught us that our little 
sufferings when united with Christ’s 
Passion would do wonderful things 
for people who needed help. Years 
later, I realize she was right.

Back then, I wasn’t sure what 
the “amazing things” could possi-
bly be, and even now I sometimes 

wonder, although I’m certain I’ll 
find out in the next life and never 
regret offering up my pains, sor-
rows and trials. I’ll probably wish 
I’d done more for Jesus.

That doesn’t mean I welcome 
suffering. I dread it, especially 
when the pain has been excruci-
ating, like that case of shingles 
or those kidney stones. My first 
words weren’t “I offer it up,” 
but rather a desperate plea some-
thing like, “Get rid of this pain 
PLEASE because I can’t take it!”

The coronavirus pandemic has 
been a time of suffering for many 
people, who faced illness, anxi-
ety, loneliness, abandonment, or 
dying without their loved ones. 

You don’t have to look far to 
see the face of suffering in the 
world. One of my friends spends 
the day in pain and he’s not even 
sure of the cause. Another cares 

for a child with cancer. Another 
is carrying the cross of addiction. 
Another is living with someone 
else’s addiction. Another is a 
caregiver for a spouse with chron-
ic illness. Another lost her job 
and is facing eviction.

My mother did her share of 
suffering. She had cancer and 
eventually developed Alzheimer’s. 
What set her apart was she never 
complained. I’m convinced her 
suffering helped bring down a lot 
graces for family members and 
friends who might otherwise never 
have known Christ.

When I look at the picture of 
the Little Flower on my bureau 
and recall her short life, I ask for 
only a fraction of the strength she 
had. That strength, of course, came 
from Jesus, who though divine 
took the form of a man and shared 
our suffering ... and embraced it so 
we could have eternal life.

Our only hope lies in Christ. 
Sometimes he shares his cross 
with us, and sometimes we share 
our cross with him. Years after 
Sister told us about the redemp-
tive value of suffering, I read St. 
Paul’s Letter to the Colossians, 
in which he said, “Now I rejoice 
in my sufferings for your sake, 
and in my flesh I complete what 
is lacking in Christ’s afflictions 
for the sake of his body, that is, 

the church...”
Such a curious concept, such 

a wonderful concept that another 
person’s conversion or salvation 
can be made possible through our 
willingness to carry a cross.

There’s only one place to go 
when your life is afflicted with 

pain, emotional or physical. Sit 
in front of the tabernacle. Words 
aren’t even necessary. Jesus under-
stands everything. And always 
remember to turn to Our Lady of 
Sorrows, who endured suffering 
in a way we never will and who is 
always there to comfort us.        n
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leadership institute from page 21

on the Institute’s site, www.formationreimagined.org asks parish lead-
ers to plan for evangelization first, catechesis second. 

The theme, “Always Connected” reminds us that young people 
are connected to families; families are connected to other families. By 
Baptism, we are all connected to the Body of Christ. To form disciples, 
we need to start with other disciples and connect the two. Families, we 
pray, see themselves as connected to their parish community. If not, we 
have work to do. Everything in this plan and in the suggested models 
is rooted in the general principle that we are always connected to one 
another – through our families, through our parishes, and through our 
communities. Anything that creates a disconnect must be discarded. 
This is our chance to make the Domestic Church come alive. 

After planning with a team of supporters, parishes are asked to 
create a model of formation that offers families either an on campus 
option, an at home option, or a hybrid of the two. Bishop Caggiano 
has expressed his strong desire for parishes to create a hybrid program, 
where parents accompany their young people to socially-distanced gath-
erings at the parish and receive assignments to do at home together. 

“We must take advantage of this new normal,” Bishop 
Caggiano said. “This moment in history invites us to think beyond 
what we have always done when it comes to parish ministry. It 
requires creativity, planning, and more than one or two people on 
the parish staff doing all the work.”

(For more information on the webinars or the “Always Connected” 
resource, please visit www.formationreimagined.org.)       n
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Nuestra Voz
Nuevo parroco de San Jose y San Ladislaus

por MARICARMEN GODOY

NORWALK—“Me complace 
informarles que después de dis-
cernir en oración y de consultar 
con el concejo de diaconos estoy 
nombrando al Padre Edicson 
Orozco como párroco de la nueva 
parroquia Saint Joseph y Saint 
Ladislaus, iglesias que próxima-
mente se habrán fusionado a partir 
del primero de octubre”, anticipó 
el Obispo en una carta que envío 
a los feligreses de estas parroquias, 
firmada el dos de junio.

El padre Ericson Orozco, es 
nacido en Manizales, Colombia, 
tiene 48 años y veinte años como 
presbítero. Fue el administrador 
de la parroquia Saint Charles 
Borromeo, de Brigdeport y vicar-
io de la iglesia Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe en Danbury; en 
donde se ha venido encargando 
especialmente de la feligresía 
hispana.

Del blog Camino Católico 
en una entrevista realizada al 
sacerdote hace unos años atrás 
firmada por la periodista Carmen 
Elena Villa/ Zenit, manifestó: 
“que como misionero acoger a 
los inmigrantes forzados a dejar 
su patria por las difíciles condi-

ciones económicas y sociales, es 
una de sus tareas”.

“Económicamente hablan-
do, la comunidad (hispana) 
es pobre, lucha cada día por 
sobrevivir; ahora, con las leyes 
de inmigración y la situación de 
ilegalidad -considero que no exis-
ten los seres humanos ilegales – 
experimentan una fuerte crisis de 
identidad”, dijo en la entrevista, 
por eso es que “la diócesis está 
tratando de abrir las puertas de 
las Iglesias para ellos”.

En medio de su trabajo pas-
toral el Padre Orozco resalta 
las devociones de cada país de 
origen, quienes ceelebran las 
advocaciones marianas de cada 
nación. “Eso mantiene viva la fe 
de los latinoamericanos que no 
pierdan el puente con la fe que 
han dejado”.

La parroquia de Saint Charles 
desde la época del Padre Orozco 
se conoce en el sector por ser 
muy activa. Cuando han ocur-
rido catástrofes naturales en 
Latinoamérica, organizaron col-
ectas de dinero y ropa. También 
grupos juveniles, misa de niños, 
eucaristía de sanación y cate-
quesis bilingüe .

Sin embargo, para el sacerdote 

es fundamental que este trabajo 
no sea un mero asistencialismo 
social y que siempre esté acom-
pañado de la oración. Por ello, 
promueve también un grupo de 
la Divina misericordia, otro de 
la Legión de María, jornadas de 
adoración al santísimo por las 
vocaciones – especialmente por 
los religiosos que se encuentran 
en crisis -, devoción al Sagrado 
Corazón los primeros viernes de 
cada mes y el rezo del rosario los 
sábados.

La gente ha sido muy 
estricta con el sacerdote. 
“Lastimosamente por los escán-
dalos, los medios le ponen morbo 
y la gente pierde la fe”. “Muchos 
tienen la fe en el sacerdote”, 
reflexiona el padre Ericson. “Es 
algo bueno y malo porque uno 
debe tener fe en alguien pero 
cuando vienen estos errores la 
gente tiende a apartarse”.

El padre Orozco es oriundo 
de Colombia donde empezó su 
formación sacerdotal, después 
pasó un año en el seminario 
Saint John Fisher y fue ordenado 
sacerdote en 1999 en la catedral 
de Saint Agustín por el entonces 
obispo Edward Egan, antes de ser 
nombrado párroco de la iglesia 

Saint Charles de Borremeo fue 
vicario de la iglesia de Saint Mary 
en Stamford y en la parroquia de 
Saint Peter de Bridgeport.

Tras obtener una Maestría en 
Salud y Terapia Psicológica en 
la Universidad de Bridgeport el 
Padre Orozco fue terapeuta ón 
LifeBridge Community Services 
en Bridgeport. Desde el 2017 se 
viene desempeñando como vicar-
io en la parroquia Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe en Danbury.

“Estoy seguro que el P. 
Orozco con su dedicación, santi-

dad y tranquilidad y el apoyo de 
ustedes sacará adelante la nueva 
parroquia. Aunque lo extrana-
ran en la parroquia de Danbury, 
confío que él será un gran sacer-
dote y que ustedes lo llegarán a 
apreciar tanto como lo han hecho 
en otras parroquias”, replicó el 
Obispo en su misiva.

Finalmente agradeció el traba-
jo del P. John Lenox de la parro-
quia Saint Joseph y del P. Juan 
Gabriel Acosta, de la parroquia 
de Saint Ladislaus por su efici-
ente trabajo pastoral.                 n

EN UNA CARTA QUE ENVIÓ el obispo de la Diócesis de Bridgeport, Frank 
Caggiano, queda estipulado el nuevo nombramiento del sacerdote colombiano 
y la unión de las dos iglesias del sur de Norwalk en una sola parroquia.

Greenwich began two weeks earlier than scheduled once public 
Masses were suspended. The project is expected to take nine 
months to complete, and parishioners are looking forward to cele-
brating Christmas in the renovated church. During the construction 
period, when public Masses resume, the parish will worship in the 
cafeteria of Greenwich Catholic School.

“We want to recapture space in the church,” Father Jeremiah 
said. “We need a lot more gathering space so the vestibule will be 
extended.” In addition, there will be more conference rooms for 
church ministries and renovations to Guinan Hall, new pews and 
flooring, along with a new HVac system, a new driveway and more 
garden space around the church.

The additional space for meeting rooms is needed because of the 
new young families joining the parish and a parish effort to revital-
ize the youth ministries.

“Even amidst these challenging times, good things are happen-
ing,” Father Jeremiah told his parishioners in an update on the 
project. “Please pray for the success of our rebuilding and the safety 
of everyone involved in the construction.”

St. Michael surpassed its goal in the capital campaign, and 
Father praised his parishioners for their generosity. “I was grateful-
ly and pleasantly surprised,” he said. “We have generous parishio-
ners, so I thank our good Lord and the bishop for his guidance.”  n

leadership institute from page 12
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Local News
Mission collection to focus 
on worldwide pandemic

BRIDGEPORT—The dioc-
esan tradition of inviting repre-
sentatives from the developing 
world to speak at Co-op Mission 
Weekend has been disrupted by 
the pandemic because the mis-
sionary speakers will be unable to 
travel to the U.S. this year.

As a result Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano will ask all the parishes 

to take up a second collection 
during the weekend of July 18-19 
to help those around the develop-
ing world who are most vulnera-
ble in the pandemic. 

“Proceeds will be equally dis-
tributed to the Catholic Pandemic 
Relief Agencies in those part of 
our global community that have 
been impacted the most by this 

scourge,” said the bishop, who 
will issue a formal letter announc-
ing the weekend.  

The bishop said the COVID-
19 infection rate is increasing 
dramatically throughout the 
developing world and that he is 
concerned for all the most vulner-
ably, particularly children who 
are battling sickness, fear and 

economic dislocation as a result 
of the virus. 

Father Michael Boccaccio, 
director of the Pontifical Missions 
Office of the diocese, said he 
was grateful to many diocesan 
priests, who are natives of other 
countries, for their perspectives 
and advice in identifying Catholic 
relief agencies and programs to 
receive the donations raised in 
the collection. 

“Our office has helped by 
priests from other countries 
who serve in our diocese and 
have first-hand knowledge of 
the needs. As a result, the gen-
erous donations of those who 
give will be going to Argentina, 
Ecuador, Haiti, India, Libya, 
Philippines, Vietnam, Uganda 
and other countries,” Father 
Boccaccio said. 

Among the diocesan priests 
contacted by Father Boccaccio 
for their advice on better serving 
their native countries are Father 
Cyrus Bartolome (Philippines), 
Father Ciprian Bejan (Romania), 
Father Sudhir Dsouza, (India), 
Father Augustine Nguyen 
(Vietnam), Father Churchill 
Penn (Haiti); and Father Leszek  
Szymaszek (Poland).

“Our brothers and sisters, 
most especially the children, are 

surrounded in fear, turbulence 
and crisis. On their behalf, I sin-
cerely plead with you to please 
be as charitable as your means 
allow,” Father Boccaccio said. 

Pope Francis has established 
an Emergency Solidarity Fund to 
come to the aid of communities 
around the world that are being 
tragically impacted by the spread 
of COVID-19. Donations reach a 
variety of agencies including hos-
pitals, small clinics, parish social 
ministries and programs provid-
ing basic needs such as food and 
shelter.

Since 1922, the Pontifical 
Mission Societies have been the 
official missionary arm of the 
Church charged with the work 
of evangelization and charitable 
works throughout the world. Its 
work also provides a vast network 
of aid throughout the world, par-
ticularly for the poorest mission 
churches of the Catholic Church. 
Almost every country has a 
national office for the Pontifical 
Mission Societies and a national 
director. 

(For information or to make a 
donation to the diocesan collection, 
contact Elaine G. Bissenden, asso-
ciate director, Pontifical Mission 
Societies Diocese of Bridgeport: 
203.416.1448.)                       n

MY NAME IS JOSHUA EASTMAN
AND I DESPERATELY NEED A 
KIDNEY TRANSPLANT.

To learn more about my situation, 
please contact: 203.814.7733 
Email: ssb2@att.net

Center for Living Organ Donors
Yale New Haven Transplant Center
Call: 866.925.3897 (Mention Joshua Eastman)

ynhh.org/organdonation

By AMY ZAJAC

STAMFORD—On June 
20, members of Stampede, a 
social running group composed 
of runners of all ages and skill 

levels based in Stamford, ran 
300 miles with the goal of rais-
ing $5,000 for New Covenant 
Center. Although the pandemic 
prevented them from running 
as a group, Stampede wanted 
to find a way to work collab-
oratively to raise money for 
their local community which 
has been hit especially hard 
by COVID-19. They exceeded 
their goal, raising over $7,500 
for the only soup kitchen in the 
greater Stamford area.

Event co-chairs Michelle 
Carfagno and Samantha 
Bates are loyal members of 
the Stamford-based running 
group, Stampede. “After 
hearing that New Covenant 
Center is now serving double 
the meals it served last year 

Charities Stampede4Hunger
due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, our group was motivated 
to jump into action to do what 
we could to support the unem-
ployed, homeless, and other 
vulnerable local families in need 

during this unprecedented time,” 
says Bates. 

“As a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic, we were really 
wanted to find a way to give 
back to our local community and 
to those in need that have been 
especially impacted by the recent 
crisis,” stated Carfagno. Along 
with the support and backing of 
their fellow runners in Stampede, 
Michelle and Samantha, set a 
goal to raise $5,000 that will be 
used by New Covenant Center 
to feed their local community in 
the broader Stamford area. They 
were impressed by the results of 
the event, which also included a 
virtual yoga class that took place 
on June 18 via Facebook. 

The mission of New Covenant 
Center is to provide a nutritious 

meal to all those who are hun-
gry. By creating a safe, warm 
and compassionate environ-
ment, we are taking the first 
steps toward empowering men, 
women and children to reach 

their full potential and regain 
their dignity and self-respect.

Since the COVID-19 crisis 
hit, New Covenant Center’s 
doors have remained open. 
The Soup Kitchen remains 
open 7 days per week serving 
“take out” lunch and dinner. 
The Soup Kitchen is distrib-
uting 500-700 meals per day 
up from 175 last year. New 
Covenant Center is also pro-
viding meals to other local 
non-profits; such as Pacific 
House, Inspirica, Building 
One, ARI. The Food Pantry is 
also open three days per week, 
providing 10 days of groceries 
for low income families.

(To learn more about New 
Covenant Center, visit www.new-
covenant center.org.) n



Wherever you may need advanced  
orthopaedic care, there’s one place you  
can find it — at Hartford HealthCare’s  
St. Vincent’s Medical Center. We offer  
acclaimed specialists and the latest  
procedures, and are now part of the  
health system that performs the most  
orthopaedic surgeries in Connecticut. 
Learn more at StVincents.org/Ortho.

Orthopaedics 
in all the right places.
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