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A Time for Collabration and Humility
My Dear Sisters  

 and Brothers in Christ – 

The Second General Session 
of the Synod is taking place this 
Saturday, November 15, at St. 
Catherine Parish in Trumbull. 
Over 380 delegates will be roll-
ing up their sleeves to continue 
our efforts to discern the pastoral 
challenges that we face as a dioc-
esan Church. This is an essential 

moment for the synod, for we need 
to distinguish between the challeng-
es that are obvious from those that 
are far more fundamental and serve 
as the underlying cause to many of 
the difficulties we are experiencing 
in our daily lives of faith.

Throughout the session, the 
delegates will receive reports 
from each of the four study com-
mittees: Empower the Young 
Church, Build up Communities 
of Faith, Foster Evangelical 
Outreach, and Promote Works 
of Charity and Justice. Since 
our last session of the synod in 
mid-September, the study com-
mittees have been meeting to 
discuss and discern the feedback 
from the first session by listening 
carefully to what was presented 
by the delegates and by utilizing 
their insights, understanding 
and experience. At this Second 
General Session, the general dele-
gates will have the opportunity to 
respond to these proposed chal-
lenges; to accept them, to request 

to modify them, or to reject them. 
This is a singular opportunity 

for us, as a diocese, to ask very 
deep, honest, and probing ques-
tions, so that we can transform 
the challenges we face into oppor-
tunities for growth and renewal. 
But perhaps most importantly, 
this is a graced time for you and 
me to accept the invitation of the 
Lord, in a very personal way, to 
grow in faith and holiness.

My grandmother used to say, 
“You cannot give what you do 
not have.” I would like to remind 
each of us that if we are looking 
to the synod to renew the Church, 
such a renewal will begin when 
we take a look in the mirror: it 
has to begin with you and me. 
The truth of the matter is that the 
renewal of the Church can grow 
in strength and vigor to the extent 
that you and I grow in our person-
al relationship with Jesus Christ.

A synod is a sacred journey-
ing together of God’s people to 
discern God’s will. Synods are 
consultative in nature, they are not 
legislative. They seek to discern 
what God is asking of the Church 
and identify ways in which to 
respond in faith. As bishop, I con-
voke the synod, but I do not ani-
mate the synod. The Holy Spirit is 
the animator of the synod. 

If the synod is to achieve its 
work, it is important that we make 
the important distinction between 
discernment and decision-mak-

ing. The synod will recommend 
decisions which I hope to ratify, 
but to make correct decisions we 
need first to discern. Discerning 
is a deeper and more profound 
process than decision-making. 
Discernment seeks to understand 
the experience and challenges 
of our lives through the prism of 
faith, following the promptings 
of the Holy Spirit who will help 
guide us to the truth. Discernment 
is an essential prerequisite to 
ensure that the decisions to be 
made will be for the good of the 
Church. When we reach a high 
level of discernment, then we can 
make decisions that are right, 
just, and fruitful for the life of the 
Diocese of Bridgeport.

There are two other import-
ant spiritual qualities that must 
animate the synod process. They 
are a spirit of collaboration and 
humility. Collaboration is deeper 
and richer than simple cooperation. 
Cooperation often means that we 
work together towards achieving 
a common task. Collaboration is 
founded upon the communion and 
unity that we share as brothers and 
sisters in Jesus Christ. Collaboration 
asks us to share our gifts and talents 
in an appropriate way towards 
building up the Body of Christ that 
is the Church. Such a spirit of col-
laboration should animate not only 
the work of the synod, but every 
aspect of our lives in Christ. 

In addition, a spirit of humility 
is possible in those who are not 
afraid to face the truth of their 
own lives and our common life in 
Christ. It requires each and every 
one of us to take a step back, let 
go of those things that we may be 
clinging to, and allow the Holy 
Spirit to guide and inform us. 
Only humility will allow us to 
follow the lead of the Holy Spirit 
with courage and confidence.

Our synodal journey has 
begun. I am both excited and 
hopeful of what lies ahead. Let us 
be on our way!                       n
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Local News 
Diocese releases improved financial picture

cial officer of the diocese, said 
one of the key indicators in the 
report is the reduction of the net 
diocesan deficit by 73 percent, to 
just over $36 million—a $13 mil-
lion drop from last year. 

The audit shows that diocesan 
pension and other retirement 
obligations decreased by $20 mil-
lion due to favorable investment 
returns and changes in interest 
rates. The diocese also reduced 
a note payable to the Knights of 
Columbus by $3.2 million. 

Likewise, diocesan investment 
assets for the year increased by 
$5.6 million, or 22 percent, relat-
ed to investment gains and addi-
tional contributions. 

In his State of the Diocese talk, 
which anticipated the newly pub-
lished financials, Bishop Caggiano 
said that he has been working to 
ensure long-term financial sustain-
ability of the diocese: 
• As a result of cost-cutting and 

other changes, the diocese is 
on track to eliminate its opera-
tional deficit by the end of this 
fiscal year. 

• The bishop has committed 
to lowering operational costs 

in the Catholic Center by an 
additional $500,000 for the 
2015 fiscal year.

• A task force has been empow-
ered to explore the possibility 
of a new home for the Catholic 
Center, which will lead to fur-
ther cost cuts and a more con-
temporary environment.

• The bishop also announced a 
plan to create new sources of 
revenue by leveraging the dio-
cese’s real estate assets to gen-
erate income that will help fund 
operations. 

• Bishop Caggiano has re-ener-
gized diocesan endowments 
by appointing a new Board of 
Directors for the “Faith in the 
Future” fund and establishing 

BRIDGEPORT—The Diocese 
of Bridgeport has released 
its Combined Statements of 
Financial Position for December 
31, 2013 and 2012. The full 
audited report is available online 
at www.bridgeportdiocese.com/
financialstatements.

The latest statement outlines an 
improving financial picture of the 
diocese, which has been working 
to address its two major financial 
challenges, related operational 
deficits and accumulation of debt.

“One of my first priorities has 
been to provide a clear, transpar-
ent and comprehensive account 
of the finances of the diocese,” 
said Bishop Frank J. Caggiano, 
who recently delivered a State of 
the Diocese speech in which he 
outlined his plans to address the 
pastoral and administrative chal-
lenges facing the diocese. 

“We have already begun to 
chart a course that will lead us to 
renewal, growth and vitality,” the 
bishop said. “Our latest financial 
report shows that we are moving 
in the right direction and we 
expect continued improvement.” 

Michael Hanlon, chief finan-

additional foundations to 
provide support for Catholic 
schools and charitable pro-

grams. 
The diocese has struggled over 

the past several years with an 
annual operating deficit, primarily 
due to the inability to collect all of 
the insurance premiums due from 
some of its schools and parishes.

While operational shortfalls 
have been reduced, the accu-
mulated debts for schools total 
$22,723,000, which is owed to 

the diocese. However, the “Faith 
in the Future” endowment, which 
had not made a distribution since 
2008, has authorized a payment 
of $925,000 for the 2014 fiscal 
year. The diocese has also created 
a Strategic Planning process for 
schools with the main purpose of 
establishing long-term viability. 

Along with cost cutting and rev-
enue enhancement measures, the 
bishop has also announced a plan 
to reorganize the Catholic Center 
to address immediate administra-
tive, financial and organizational 
needs with the aim of improving 
management and accountability, 
fostering greater effectiveness and 
efficiency, and empowering people 
to get their work done.

In December 2013, Bishop 
Caggiano took a major step 
toward financial transparency 
when he released the condensed 
financial statements and commen-
tary for fiscal years 2010, 2011 and 
2012, along with full audits for 
fiscal years 2010, 2011 and 2012, 
which can be found online. 

(To read the full audited report, 
visit the diocesan website: www.bridge-
portdiocese.com/financialreports.)    n

Bishop announces “secretariat” plan for ministries
By BRIAN D. WALLACE

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
has released plans for the reor-
ganization of the administrative 
and management offices of the 
Diocese of Bridgeport. 

The bishop first announced 
the reorganization at his recent 
State of the Diocese address at 
All Saints Catholic School in 
Norwalk as part of an overall 
turnaround plan to better use 
diocesan resources and create a 
new model of service to parishes. 

The new organizational chart, 
issued on October 24, formally 
reorganizes the major diocesan 
functions into “Secretariats” that 
oversee the administration of 
diocesan ministries and agencies.

The plan calls for six 
Secretariats: Catholic 
Education and Faith 
Formation, Temporalities 
and Administration, Pastoral 
and Human Services, 
Communications and Social 
Media, Strategic and Pastoral 

who is overseeing the change pro-
cess in the diocese. 

Deacon DiTaranto said that, 
while Synod 2014 plans for the 
pastoral needs of the diocese, the 
reorganization plan addresses 
the immediate administrative, 
financial and organizational 
challenges necessary to make 
the diocese more efficient and 
improve services. 

“The bishop wants to lead the 
change process across the diocese 
by starting with the Catholic 
Center first as it redesigns its 
organization, processes and pro-
cedures to reflect best practices,” 
Deacon DiTaranto said. 

During the State of the 
Diocese talk, Bishop Caggiano 
announced that he is committed 
to lowering operational costs in 
the Catholic Center by at least 
$500,000 for the 2015 fiscal year. 
He has also empowered a task 
force to explore a new home for 
the Catholic Center, which will 
lead to further cost cuts and a 
more contemporary environment.

The new organizational chart 
also features the Office of the 
Vicar General, Msgr. William 
J. Scheyd, and the Council 
of Episcopal Vicars: Vicar 
for Canonical Affairs, Msgr. 
Gerald A. Doyle; Vicar for 
Ecumenical and Interreligious 
Affairs, Father Samuel Scott; 
Vicar for Hispanic Catholics, 
Father Gustavo Falla; Vicar for 
African American Catholics, 
Father Reginald Norman; Vicar 
for Haitian Catholics, Father G. 
Frantz Desruisseaux; Vicar for 
Vietnamese Catholics, Father 
Augustine Nyguen; Vicar 
for Evangelization/Ecclesial 
Movements, Father Peter 
Towsley; and Vicar for Clergy, 
Father Ian Jeremiah.

Father Robert Kinnally serves 
as Chancellor; Msgr. Gerald 
A. Doyle leads the Tribunal as 
Judicial Vicar; Anne McCrory as 
Chief Legal Counsel; and Erin 
Neil as Director of the Office of 
Safe Environments. 

➤ continued on page 7

MIChAEL hANLoN

Planning and Stewardship 
and Development. Under 
the new plan two priests 
join the new secretar-
iat structure, with 
Father Michael 
Jones, pastor 
of St. Lawrence 
Parish in Shelton, 
named Secretary 
for Stewardship and 
Development and Father 
Michael Dogali, former 
pastor of St. Pius X Parish 
in Fairfield, taking on the new 
role of Secretary for Strategic and 
Pastoral Planning.

Father Jones will work with 
William McLean, chief develop-
ment officer of the diocese, while 
continuing to serve as pastor of 
St. Lawrence. Father Dogali will 
oversee the diocesan strategic 
planning function for parishes, 
schools and other institutions.

Rounding out the secretariat 
structure will be Sister Mary 
Grace Walsh, superintendent 
of schools, who will serve as 

the Secretary for Catholic 
Education and Faith 

Formation. Damien 
O’Connor, who 

heads the Faith 
Formation Office, 
will work within 

her organization.
Michael Hanlon, 

who was named chief 
financial officer of the 

diocese in March of 
this year, will serve as 

Secretary for Temporalities 
and Administration; Al 

Barber, president of Catholic 
Charities, will oversee Pastoral 
and Human Services; and Brian 
Wallace will serve as Secretary 
for Communications, includ-
ing Fairfield County Catholic, 
Information Technology and 
Social Media.

“The new structure allows for 
a more global vision and better 
planning both within the offices 
and across the leadership team,” 
said Deacon John DiTaranto, 
special assistant to the bishop, 
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Bishop Thanks Donors
2014 Appeal exceeds goal!

TRUMBULL—The first 
members of the St. Augustine 
Legacy Society were inducted 
at a special Mass and reception 
at Bishop Frank J. Caggiano’s 
residence on Thursday eve-
ning, October 16. 

Inductees personally 
received a special induction 
certificate and membership 
lapel pin from the bishop. In 
addition to the group of lay 
and clergy inductees, dioce-
san development officials and 
planned giving advisory com-
mittee members also attended 
the event.

One theme of the evening 
was the expressed hope that 
the Legacy Society would 
grow in size over time and 
become an important part of 
funding for the diocese. 

The Legacy Society seeks 
to honor, memorialize and 
recognize donors who pro-
vide a planned gift through 
a bequest, life insurance or 
other means in their will. It 
also offers a way to celebrate 
the generosity of benefactors 
during their lifetimes.

Bishop Caggiano said, “I 
am deeply grateful to all of 
those generous donors who 
have made planned gifts to 
provide for the future of the 

St. Augustine Legacy Society

Include the Diocese of Bridgeport  
in your will or trust and provide for the  

people and causes you cherish most.

When you make a planned gift, you play a role in 
supporting the ministries and programs  

of the Church in Fairfield County.

To learn more about how you can support the  
Gospel in action, call the Development Office at  

203-416-1479

BRIDGEPORT—The 
2014 Annual Bishop’s Appeal, 
“Building Bridges in Faith 
and Charity,” has exceeded 
its $11,500,000 goal, raising 
$11,503,551 in total commitments 
as of October 31. The announce-
ment was made by Bishop Frank 
J. Caggiano. 

“I would like to thank our 
parishioners who so generously 
provide for the needs of God’s 
people in Fairfield County. 
During my first full year as your 
bishop I have met people across 
every economic level who are 
recipients of the programs that so 
deeply touch and change lives. 
Because of you, we continue to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus. 
I am grateful for your support,” 
said Bishop Caggiano. 

To date, nearly 25,000 donors 
have participated in the cam-
paign, with 29 percent increasing 
their gift over last year’s pledge. 
Likewise, 73 of the 82 parishes 
in the diocese, and St. Margaret 
Shrine in Bridgeport, have 
exceeded their annual appeal 
goals to date.

William McLean, chief devel-
opment officer of the Diocese of 
Bridgeport, said that although 
the appeal has reached its mini-

mum goal, gifts and pledges will 
continue to be accepted through 
December 31.

“Foremost, I want to thank 
Bishop Caggiano for his lead-
ership and hard work on behalf 
of the appeal, along with all of 
the parishioners and faithful 
throughout the diocese who have 
responded to his leadership and 
vision for our local Church,” said 
McLean. “In particular, I want to 
thank our parishioners for their 
generosity and the clergy for their 
hard work and support.” 

Mike and Cece Donoghue of 
St. John Parish in Darien served 
as this year’s chair couple and 
helped to inspire giving by vis-
iting many ministries funded by 
the appeal throughout the dio-
cese, McLean said. “The chair 
couple visited soup kitchens, 
met the seminarians, visited St. 
Catherine Academy and high-
lighted other ministries. In their 
monthly column, they provided 
a first-hand account of the good 
work they witnessed.” 

McLean also thanked the 
Pastors’ Advisory Committee 
(PAC), especially their chair, 
Msgr. Laurence Bronkiewicz 
and vice chair, Father Reginald 
Norman, for their leadership 

and commitment to making the 
appeal a success.

“We know that people give 
because of their pastors and their 
experience of the Church at the 
parish level, and we’re very grate-
ful that the pastors have stepped 
up to the challenges and oppor-
tunities presented by this year’s 
campaign,” McLean said. 

Pam Rittman, director of the 
annual appeal, said that many 
donors responded generously to 
the bishop’s letter and to their 
pastor’s letter. Donors also gave 
generously through envelopes 
included inside Fairfield County 
Catholic, and many made their gift 
online. More than 93 percent of 
giving was made in cash, with the 
remainder in pledges, she said. 

Rittman believes the appeal 
was a success because people 
have been inspired by the bishop’s 

leadership. “Many people met the 
bishop at receptions and also were 
introduced to him through the 
annual appeal video. His message 
resonated with the importance of 
our various ministries and their 
impact on the entire community,” 
she said.

“Those who watched the 
video learned that donors don’t 
just give money, but they’re also 
actively involved in our minis-
tries, giving their time, talent and 
treasure to help others,” she said.

Rittman was also grateful 
for the many speakers who vol-
unteered their time, such as Al 

Barber, president of Catholic 
Charities, and board members, 
along with ministry representa-
tives who visited parishes during 
the appeal and spoke about 
the good works supported by 
the Diocese of Bridgeport. The 
appeal assists a wide range of 
programs, including Catholic 
Charities, diocesan schools, care 
of retired priests, religious edu-
cation, St. John Fisher Seminary 
and clergy  
ministries. 

(To make a gift to the annual 
appeal, phone 203.416.1470 or visit 
www.2014ABA.com.)               n

Church. Their generosity will 
help to inspire faith, educate chil-
dren and adults, care for those in 
need and much more. Their gifts 
will live on as their legacy, capa-
ble of touching many lives.”

Legacy giving is not only for 
the rich. Anyone can create a will 
and leave detailed instructions for 
the distribution of one’s estate. 
Planned gifts to the diocese can 
be unrestricted or can be desig-
nated for use in particular ways. 

Planned giving enables donors 
to give to the Church in a manner 
that may not have been possible 
during their lifetimes. 

Susan Barrett, one of the 
newly inducted members, said, 
“I have provided for the Diocese 
of Bridgeport in my estate. It 
comforts me to know that the 
ministries that mean so much to 
me now will receive additional 
support from me in the future.”

Not surprisingly, St. Augustine 
Legacy Society members also 
support the Annual Bishop’s 
Appeal. Bishop Caggiano is 
hopeful that in coming years, the 
diocese will become less reliant 
on the annual appeal and weekly 
parish collections. Toward that 
end, he is in the process of devel-
oping a comprehensive approach 
to discovering new sources of 
income for the diocese (including 

planned giving) so that future 
fundraising can be easier for 
both parishioners and pastors 
alike.

Donors who inform the dioc-
esan development office of their 
plans to remember the Church 
in their estate will be invited 
to become members of the St. 
Augustine Legacy Society. 
Membership benefits include 
an annual Mass and reception 
with the bishop and a special 
remembrance by the bishop at 
his Masses.

To help guide the creation 
and growth of the Legacy 
Society, the diocese has enlist-
ed the help of volunteers with 
professional experience in 
the field of wealth manage-
ment and estate planning.  
The planned giving advisory 
committee presently consists 
of Thomas Kolenberg, KM; 
Brian Donovan, Esq.; Deacon 
Thomas McManus, Esq., CPA; 
Carolyn Reers, Esq.; and Mike 
Hanlon, CPA and CFO of the 
Diocese of Bridgeport. 

(For information on planned  
giving options and the steps required 
to make a planned gift, click on 
“Ways to Give” at www.bridgeport-
diocese.com or call Pam Rittman  
in the Development Office: 
203.416.1479.)                           n
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Safe Environment
Bishop Frank J. 

Caggiano will re-promul-
gate the diocesan Safe 
Environments policies 
and practices for the  
protection of children 
and young people when 
he issues a formal decree 
on November 30, the 
first Sunday of Advent. 

The policies and procedures, 
in accordance with the USCCB 
Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People, have 
been brought together in the Safe 
Environment Handbook, 2015. 
The handbook will also be avail-
able online through the diocesan 
website.

More than 20,000 copies of 
the handbook will be printed and 

distributed to Catholic Center 
and school employees, parish 
staff, priests and religious and 
volunteers throughout the diocese 
during the month of December. 

“It has been ten years since 
the diocese rolled out its initial 
policies, and much has happened 
since then, not only in our under-
standing of how to protect chil-
dren but also in the development 
of social media outlets that put 
them at great risk. Building on 
our successful policies and con-
tinuously updating them is con-
sistent with the USCCB Charter 
and it’s the right thing to do,” 
said Bishop Caggiano.

“If anything, Safe 
Environment efforts are even 
more integral to our work and 
mission as an organization,” said 
the bishop. “Our new policies 
improve on the good work done 
over the past decade by refocus-
ing everything we’ve learned 
about the protection of children 
and incorporating best practices 
from across the country.”  

The new policies, developed 

after months of planning, review 
and research, include detailed 
information on topics including 
the complaint procedure for the 
investigation and reporting of inci-
dents, actions to address incidents, 
pastoral care for victims, the role 
of the Sexual Misconduct Review 
Board, compliance with civil laws, 
and outreach to affected parishes.

The booklet also contains the 
diocesan Code of Conduct, Sexual 
Harassment Policy, Background 
Check Policy and extensive 
guidelines for the supervision and 
protection of children related to all 
parishes, schools and other activi-
ties sponsored by the diocese. 

Erin Neil, director of the dioce-
san Safe Environment Office, said 
that the new handbook answers 
many questions that are frequently 
asked by people across the diocese 
when they are sponsoring or par-
ticipating in activities involving 
children, whether it be a parish 

retreat or a school trip.
“Our goal is to reinforce the 

Diocese of Bridgeport’s efforts to 
ensure the safest possible environ-
ment for children and young peo-
ple through comprehensive pol-
icies, so that adults and minors 
have important information on 
how to identify warning signs of 
abuse and how to properly report 
suspected abuse to the diocese 
and to civil authorities,” said 
Neil, who will now report direct-
ly to Bishop Caggiano as part of 
the recent diocesan restructuring. 

The new policies include  
the following initiatives:

• Expansion of Safe 
Environment procedures 
through a re-training and 
awareness series to be offered 
in person or online on a vari-
ety of topics including the safe 
use of technology. A renewal 
schedule of 5 or 10 years will 
be based on the category of 
personnel. 

• Renewal of criminal back-
ground checks every 5 or 10 

years based on the specific 
category of personnel and their 
contact with children.

• Development of a Safe 
Environment Handbook, 
which serves as an implemen-
tation guide with updates to 
the Sexual Misconduct Policy 
and Code of Conduct.

• Introduction of new guidelines 
on the safe use of technology 
and mandated reporting of 
suspected child pornography, 
including executive summaries 
that are specific to a person’s 
role and must be reviewed and 
signed by all adults who work 
or volunteer in any capacity in 
the Diocese of Bridgeport. The 
handbook must be re-signed 
whenever a person changes 
role, assignment or location 
within the diocese. 

• Distribution of new Safe 
Environment brochures that 
will be made available in 
parishes on warning signs of 
abuse and reporting proce-
dures.

• Reconstitution of the diocesan 
Sexual Misconduct Review 
Board to include regular meet-
ings, revised term limits and 
frequent policy review.

Neil said the diocese will begin 
the process of renewing back-
ground checks for all diocesan 
employees, volunteers and clergy. 
The periodic renewal process will 
be phased in over time. 

The primary focus of the 
background check is to identify 
anyone who has been arrested 
for crimes against children, sex 
crimes, or violent crimes. In 2015 
the diocese will work to central-

ize this process by recording the 
dates of all background checks 
into the VIRTUS database. 

Neil said the Training Renewal 
Program will include both online 
and group presentations to keep 
employees, clergy and volun-
teers current and explore issues 
related to bullying, Department 
of Children and Families (DCF) 
mandated reporting, human traf-
ficking, and other issues.

“The ongoing training is crit-
ical because many employees 
and volunteers still ask questions 
regarding what they are expect-
ed to do in certain situations to 
safeguard children or report any 
concerns,” she said. 

The diocese will also continue 
to verify that all of its indepen-
dent contractors, vendors and 
tenants clear a criminal back-
ground check through their com-
pany. In cases where they do not 
have a process, the diocese will 
assist them in establishing a back-
ground check process. 

Earlier this year, Bishop 
Caggiano reconstituted the Sexual 
Misconduct Review Board, which 
oversees compliance with the 
USCCB Charter for the Protection 
of Children and Young People, 
advises on the implementation of 
the diocesan Sexual Misconduct 
Policy and functions as a consulta-
tive body to the bishop. 

The diocese uses the VIRTUS 
Protecting God’s Children pro-
gram to educate adults about the 

warning signs of sexual abuse and 
safe boundaries that all adults 
must adhere to when working 
with minors and vulnerable 
adults. The program was recently 
updated to include technology 
and social networking safety. 

All children enrolled in 
the Catholic schools receive 
annual Safe Environment train-
ing through the Child Lures 
Prevention, Think First & Stay 
Safe (K-8). High school students 
receive personal safety training 
through the Think First and the 
Netsmartz program on technolo-
gy safety. Likewise, parents with 
children enrolled in religious 
education are encouraged to 
attend Safe Environment training 
to supplement the Healthy and 
Balanced Living curriculum avail-
able in public schools. 

To report suspected abuse 
involving a minor, recently or 
in the past, contact: Erin Neil, 
L.C.S.W., diocesan director of 
Safe Environments: 203.650.3265; 
or Michael Tintrup, L.C.S.W., 
victim assistance counselor: 
203.241.0987. Mandated reporters 
must also directly report any inci-
dent of sexual abuse of a minor 
to the State of Connecticut Child 
Abuse and Neglect care line: 
800.842.2288.

(To register to attend VIRTUS, 
Protecting God’s Children for Adults, 
visit www.virtusonline.org. Select 
“Registration” and select “Bridgeport 
Diocese.”)                    n

Bishop to re-promulgate diocesan policies

THE 2015 SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
HANDBOOK will be available in 
print form and online in December.

“Our goal is to reinforce the Diocese  

of Bridgeport’s efforts to ensure the safest  

possible environment for children and young 

people through comprehensive policies.”
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‘Blessed Gifts’ enrich lives
www.BlessedGifts.org

BRIDGEPORT—With the 
Christmas season approaching, 
the “Blessed Gifts” program—
created by the development office 
of the Diocese of Bridgeport—is 
extending an invitation to take 
part in its mission of connecting 
donors with individuals served by 
diocesan ministries. 

“From a family sitting down 
for a healthy dinner to education-
al supplies for a Catholic school 
student, from a young seminarian 
studying intently at his desk to 
a retired priest preparing to say 
Mass in a neighboring parish, 
Blessed Gifts enriches the lives of 
people young and old throughout 
the diocese,” Pam Rittman of the 
development office said.

Although Blessed Gifts offers a 
meaningful way to celebrate any 
occasion throughout the year, 
such as First Holy Communion 
or a special anniversary, they are 
especially appropriate during the 

Christmas season. “The gifts are 
easy to choose, either through 
the development office or online. 
Simply donate a gift to the min-
istry you choose and name the 
friend or family member you 
want to receive your donation 
card,” Rittman said.

Noting that there are giving 
options for every budget, Rittman 
said that “the wish to give a 
Blessed Gift gives added signifi-
cance to Christmas, when Jesus 
came into the world as a poor 
baby. Blessed Gifts reflects the 
meaning of his coming, changing 
lives and giving the gift of hope.” 

Last year, the most pop-
ular gift was a donation to 
the Morning Glory Breakfast 
Program, which serves a hot and 
healthy meal to the hungry and 
homeless of the Danbury area. 
The program also works with 
other agencies to provide referrals 
to help individuals and families 

escape the trap of homelessness. 
Donations to the Thomas 

Merton Center in Bridgeport 
and New Covenant House in 
Stamford were also high on the 
list of Blessed Gifts. “It’s not sur-
prising that, over all, gifts of food 
in one form or another are cho-

sen most often,” Rittman said. 
“This is the season when families 
sit down to enjoy meals together. 
The gift of a home-style meal 
invites one more person to share 
in the banquet of love.”

Other gift categories include 
aid to Catholic school children, 

seminarians and retired priests. 
An unrestricted gifts category 
allows assistance to go wherev-
er it is most needed. “Tuition 
assistance for a seminarian or a 
Catholic school youngster will 
make an attractive gift to those 
who can afford it,” Rittman said. 
“But a seminarian will also cer-
tainly appreciate a gas card to 
get him back and forth to classes. 
Retired priests are thankful to 
receive candle oil for their chapel 
at the Catherine Dennis Keefe 
Queen of the Clergy residence, 
and school children are happy to 
get new pencils and notebooks.”

Blessed Gifts is a way to share 
love between donor, receiver and 
those who most need to feel the 
message of God’s love during 
this most cherished season of the 
year.

(To choose a Blessed Gift, go to 
www.blessedgifts.org or call Pam 
Rittman: 203.416.1479.)         n

1. Visit www.BlessedGifts.org to select gifts.
2. Dedicate a gift to a friend or loved one.
3. The Diocese will send a card to your gift recipient or you 

may print one on your computer or send an e-card.
4. The Diocese will direct your gift to the selected ministry.

Questions: 203-416-1479
www.BlessedGifts.org

Blessed Gifts supports your faith in action
through ministries across the Diocese of Bridgeport. 
Diocese of Bridgeport, 238 Jewett Avenue, Bridgeport, Connecticut 06606

Simply complete the 
envelope that is inserted

in the Fairfield County Catholic
 with your gift selections.

Provide meals for four families Wednesday Morning Breakfast  
for our retired priests after Mass 

Reading or math textbook  
Inner-city Catholic School

Provide warm breakfast for 25 people  
through Morning Glory, Danbury

$100 $75

$50 $25

“BLESSED GIFTS” HELP to feed the poor and hungry in our diocese.
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Diocesan Priests Gather
‘Blessed Gifts’ enrich lives

NEWPORT, R.I.—On Sunday 
afternoon, October 12, I-95 was 
filled with Catholic priests from 
the Diocese of Bridgeport as they 
made their way by bus and car to 
Rhode Island. 

More than 160 priests from 
the diocese attended Convocation 
2014. The last one was held in 
2010 in the same Newport loca-
tion, a large hotel/convention 
center with a chapel adjoining the 
grounds. 

When they arrived on Sunday 
evening, the priests were treat-
ed to an opening dinner and 
then invited to pray together 
with Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Vespers, a Holy Hour 
and Benediction. 

Monday was the first full day 
of the convocation, and it began, 
fittingly, after breakfast with 
Mass and morning prayer. 

The first presenter of the 
conference was Robert Wicks, 

Convocation 2014: Study, Prayer and Fraternity
Psy.D., who is on the faculty at 
Loyola University Maryland and 
is the author of over 50 books. 
His presentation was entitled, 
“Remaining Calm within the 
Storm: Strengthening the Inner 
Life of Priests.” 

By discussing psychological 
and classical spiritual approaches 
to maintaining a healthy per-
spective and inner strength, Dr. 
Hicks offered insights into how 
priests can maintain their equi-
librium under stress. In his lively, 
engaging style, he encouraged 
the priests to “have an attitude 
of gratitude.” He concluded that 
maintaining a healthy perspective 
can allow priests to find peace 
in their ministry, a peace and 
warmth that they can then share 
with others. 

The second presenter was 
Father Alfred McBride, O. 
Praem., who focused on the 
recent apostolic exhortation by 

Pope Francis, “The Joy of the 
Gospel.” Father McBride is 
an expert in catechesis, and in 
addition to writing many books 
during his priesthood, he has 
worked in seminary formation, 
most notably at Pope Saint John 
XXIII Seminary near Boston, 
where a number of Bridgeport 
priests enjoyed his work as priest 

and professor. 
Father McBride began his pre-

sentation by stating that “we all 
need wisdom,” especially priests 
who minister in these turbulent 
times. He encouraged priests to 
be evangelists not so much by 
what they say but rather by their 
witness to Jesus. He encouraged 
them to focus especially on evan-
gelizing the family. 

In addition to the presenta-
tions by Father McBride and Dr. 
Wicks, the priests also participat-
ed in a lengthy synod discussion 
facilitated by Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano, who said, “This is the 
first of a number of synod ses-
sions we will have together.” 

Msgr. Dariusz Zielonka, 
director of the synod, encouraged 
the priests to “bring the synod 

to your parishes.” And deputy 
synod director, Patrick Turner, 
hoped that the priests would 
“engage synod delegates with 
their fellow parishioners.” 

On the final evening of the 
session, the priests gathered for 
a festive dinner before carrying 
the fruits of the convocation 
back to their home parishes and 
ministries.                      n

Deacon DiTaranto said the change process is being guided in 
part by a strategic analysis of the Catholic Center by the National 
Executive Service Corp (NESC), commissioned by the bishop in 
February. The goal is to create a 21st-century model of an orga-
nization that takes advantages of exciting opportunities and helps 
the diocese respond more effectively to challenges faced by the 
Church. 

About 100 people work in the Catholic Center, also referred 
to as the Curia, in the North End of Bridgeport. It houses the 
bishop’s office, the vicar general, the tribunal, and the chancel-
lor, along with other services and ministries including diocesan 
schools, pastoral services, Catholic Charities, development, 
finance, clergy personnel, communications, Catholic Cemeteries, 
and human resources.   

Another 30 Catholic Center employees work off-site at 
St John Fisher Seminary, the cemeteries, Queen of Clergy 
Residence, and in the pastoral care teams of local convalescent 
facilities.  

The Diocese of Bridgeport includes more than 460,000 regis-
tered Catholics in Fairfield County. In addition to its 82 parishes, 
the diocese sponsors 30 regional elementary schools and 5 dioce-
san high schools, educating more than 9,000 youth, the St. John 
Fisher Seminary in Stamford, the Catherine Dennis Keefe Queen 
of Clergy Residence for retired priests in Stamford and a wide 
range of social services through Catholic Charities and other 
institutions. 

The diocese also sponsors seven Bishop Curtis Homes for the 
elderly in Bethel, Danbury, Greenwich, Stamford, Fairfield, and 
Bridgeport; and a multitude of charitable institutions, includ-
ing the Cardinal Shehan Center and the McGivney Center in 
Bridgeport for inner-city children, the Thomas Merton Center in 
Bridgeport and New Covenant House of Hospitality in Stamford.

The Catholic Center is located at 238 Jewett Avenue in the 
North End of Bridgeport.

(To view the new organizational chart online, visit the diocesan  
website at: www.bridgeportdiocese.com. For more info and phone listings, 
visit www.bridgeportiocese.com.)            n

ReoRganization fRom page 3

Jesus said, “Let the children come to me  
and do not prevent them; for the kingdom of God 

belongs to such as these.   — Luke 18:16
 

aint Joseph Church of Brookfield proudly recognizes and truly appreciates the tremendous  
efforts and sacrifices of Andrea Woronick, Maryanne Gradt, Roseann D’Aureli  

and the wonderful catechists, aides and staff of the E.D.J.E. (Every Day Jesus Education)  
and Cross Over to Jesus Children’s Religious Education Programs.  

Your response to offering our future Disciples of Christ the very best we can offer in faith  
is evident in our program’s success. We are most proud of you. 

We also thank our parents who sacrifice  
so much to allow their children to participate  

in our program. Your sacrifices today  
will assist them to become truly committed 

Catholic Christians in the future. 

Keep planting those seeds! 

      God bless you all!

S

PRIEST CONVOCATION—More than 160 priests from 
the Diocese of Bridgeport joined Bishop Caggiano in 
Newport, Rhode Island, recently for  three days of renew-
al to strengthen their priesthood  and joy in the Gospel. 

THE PRIESTS PRAYED TOGETHER, gathered for 
talks in the morning and afternoon,  and explored ways 
to deal with the many stresses and challenges of ministry.
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Women and the Church
By KAREN KoVACS 

DyDZUhN

 “It’s a very hopeful day to 
see this many women gathered to 
discuss the role of women in the 
Church,” said Janice DeMayo, 
a parishioner at St. Jude Parish 
in Monroe. DeMayo was one of 
416 women attending the Diocese 
of Bridgeport’s first annual 
Women’s Conference, called 
“Handmaids of the Lord.” 

The conference opened with 
Mass celebrated by Bishop Frank 
J. Caggiano. During his homily, 
he emphasized the important role 
of women in the Church. 

In a letter written to the 
women from the bishop, he 
expressed his gratitude for the 
many different roles that women 
fill in the Church. He expressed 
his appreciation for the roles of 
women as evangelizers and wit-
nesses to the faith, as leaders in 
their communities. The bishop 
noted that many women today 
answer the call to serve Jesus 
Christ by teaching in schools and 
religious education programs, 
committing to pro-life and social 
action efforts, serving to the best 
of their abilities as wives and 
mothers, and remaining mindful 
of charitable outreach to the poor 
and disadvantaged. 

Keynote speakers in the morn-
ing and afternoon reflected on 
how to unveil Christ’s love as 
Mary did. Other topics included 
reconciliation and the vocation 
of women. There were also 
opportunities throughout the day 
for Adoration of the Eucharist, 
veneration of relics of St. Teresa 
Benedicta of the Cross and the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Dr. Dianne Traflet, associate 
dean and assistant professor of 
pastoral theology at Immaculate 
Conception Seminary School 
of Theology at Seton Hall 
University, called women into 
action as they “unveiled Christ in 
the heart of another.” 

“It’s time for us to step up to 
the world stage,” Dr. Traflet said. 

For Nancy Caldwell, a parish-
ioner at St. Lawrence Parish in 
Shelton, the women’s conference 
was a way “to reconnect with my 
faith.” 

Although she had once been 
actively involved in parish minis-
tries, Caldwell admitted to taking 
a hiatus from the Church. “There 

was no real reason why this hap-
pened,” she admitted. “Life got 
in the way.” 

However, when her hairdress-
er, a parishioner at St. Joseph 
Parish in Shelton, told Caldwell 
about the upcoming conference, 
she was intrigued. 

With her friend, Caldwell 
attended the spiritual retreat and 
“received so many blessings.” 
She was especially moved by Sr. 
Clare Matthiass’ discussion about 
Dignity and Vocation as Women. 

“She helped me to realize that 
God’s essence, God’s body, is 
composed just entirely of love,” 
Caldwell said.  “And as a body of 
women created in God’s image, 
we are called to love the way he 
loved his Son, Jesus.”

Caldwell also appreciated the 
beautiful music provided during 
the conference by Katie Keogler. 

Karen Soares-Robinson, direc-
tor of religious education at Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in Bridgeport, 
said the conference was special 
because it allowed her to be with 
other women who were seeking to 
follow and serve Jesus Christ. 

Soares-Robinson, 37, a mother 
of four, said, “I’m young and I’m 
trying to live my life like Jesus. 
It’s good to be here and listen to 
other people’s influences as they 
share how they lead a spiritual 
life. The speakers are wonderful.” 

She was especially inspired by 
a talk about forgiveness. 

“The speaker said we have to 
learn how to forgive and she real-
ly broke it down for us,” Soares-
Robinson stated. “She made it 
very real.”

Pleased by the large atten-
dance and positive feedback from 

its participants, conference coor-
dinator Gina Donnarummo said 
a date has already been set for 
next year’s conference, which will 
be held on November 7, 2015. 
Based upon this year’s success, 
the committee has already begun 
to look for a bigger venue.          n

Women explore their role

BRIDGEPORT—Two billboards with a “Respect Life” mes-
sage were up from October 20 through November 1 at the corner 
Fairfield Avenue and Ellsworth Street in Bridgeport and on Elm 
Street in Danbury. The billboards were sponsored by St. Mary 
Parish in Ridgefield to encourage women with unplanned preg-
nancies to seek compassionate, professional assistance.

Ct4women is a “one stop shopping” website with all of the essen-
tial information in one place to help women who may be in distress 
about their pregnancy. It was designed to put women in touch with 
helpful resources throughout the state. The website provides infor-
mation on free pregnancy tests, pregnancy counseling, referrals to 
doctors, financial aid, housing, abuse centers, baby supplies, adop-
tion centers and more. The information is also available in Spanish. 

“Because of these billboards, we get over 100,000 visits per 
year to the site,” say the creators of ct4women.

The Gospel of Life Society in Norwalk notes that it only 
takes about $1,200 to sponsor a billboard near a college, university 
or abortion clinic, where women can be directed to seek assis-
tance. Pastors and parishes are encouraged to consider sponsoring 
a billboard as a Respect Life project.

(For assistance with unplanned pregnancies, go to www.ct4women.
com. For more info on sponsoring a billboard, contact the Gospel of Life 
Society: Stmarygols@aol.com.)                      n

By MARIE PELLETIER

The parish is the presence of 
the Church in a given territory, 
an environment for hearing God’s 
word, for growth in the Christian 
life, for dialogue, proclamation, 
charitable outreach, worship and 
celebration. —Pope Francis

Members of five parishes 
from the Diocese of Bridgeport 
were among the more than 500 
people from 140 parishes in the 
U.S. and Canada who gathered 
in Denver on August 27-28 for 
the first-ever Amazing Parish 
Conference. 

Led by Father Peter 
Towsley, vicar for evangeliza-
tion, the parishes represented 
at the conference included St. 
Joseph in Shelton, St. Joseph 
in Brookfield, Our Lady of 
Fatima in Wilton, St. Aloysius 
in New Canaan, and St. John 
in Darien. Pastors, parochial 
vicars, directors of religious 
education, deacons and other 
parish staff members were 
invited to participate.

The conference was put 
on by the Amazing Parish 
Movement, a group of com-

Amazing Parish Conference
mitted Catholics from around the 
United States who want to help 
parishes by connecting them to 
great resources.

“We cannot any longer have 
pastor-driven parishes,” explains 
Father Towsley. “The gift that 
the Amazing Parish Conference 
brings is that it helps us analyze 
all aspects of a parish—its unique 
needs, strengths, weaknesses and 
history.”

The conference gathered 

Catholic leaders in the country 
to speak on the seven traits of 
an “amazing parish:” a reliance 
on prayer, a real leadership 

team, a clear vision, the Sunday 
experience, compelling forma-
tion, small group discipleship 
and missionary zeal. 

“The conference was a won-
derful instrument in examining, 
evaluating and renewing the 
many aspects of parish life,” 

THE AMAZING PARISH CONFERENCE in Denver was an instrument 
for evaluating and renewing parish life. Participants from this diocese includ-
ed (l-r) Andrea Woronik, Father Peter Towsley, Roseann D’Aureli (partially 
hidden); Pete and Claudia Roux, Father Reggie Norman, Marie Pelletier, 
Father Rolando Torres, Msgr. Chris Walsh, Father Cyrus Bartolome, 
Deacon Brad Smythe and his wife, Marianne.

➤ continued on page 29

WOMEN AS EVANGELIZERS—Women are key to passing on the gift of 
faith to their children and their communities. A total of 416 women from the 
diocese attended the Women’s Conference at the Trumbull Marriott.  
     (Photo by Madeleine Veith)
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Local Open House with Religious
STAMFORD—On November 

30, the first Sunday of Advent, 
Pope Francis will celebrate the 
opening Mass for the Year of 
Consecrated Life. The year 
will close on the World Day of 
Consecrated Life, February 2, 
2016. 

Echoing the Pope’s Mass at 
St. Peter’s, women and men from 
religious institutes in this diocese 
will hold a Mass and reception 
at 2:30 pm at St. Cecilia Parish 
in Stamford. All religious from 
the diocese are invited, along 
with their families, friends, and 
co-workers. More than 40 con-
gregations, institutes and societies 
serve in this diocese. There are 
over 300 Religious men and 
women living and serving in the 
Diocese of Bridgeport.

To celebrate the Year of con-
secrated Life in the United States, 
the U.S. Council of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) Committee 
on Clergy, Consecrated Life 

Pope calls for Year of Consecrated Life
and Vocations collaborated with 
religious leadership conferences 
to create three “Days With 
Religious.”

The first, a Day of Open 
House with Religious, is sug-
gested for February 8, 2015. The 
second is a Day of Service with 
Religious in the summer of 2015. 
In early fall, September 13 will be 
a Day of Prayer with Religious. 
These are meant to be educa-
tional, collaborative and spiritual 
opportunities for Religious to 
share their mission and charism 
with the broader parish and dioc-
esan community. 

In another initiative, Catholic 
schools will be paired with 
Religious communities as “prayer 
partners” during the year.

“Each community will 
decide how these observances 
will be kept.” says Sister Nancy 
Strillacci, A.S.C.J., the delegate 
for religious for the Diocese of 
Bridgeport. “The Pope himself 

comes out of the Society of 
Jesus (Jesuit) tradition. He has 
given the challenge for the year, 
‘Wake Up the World!’ Those 
living the Consecrated Life have 
always been visible signs of the 
Gospel message of mercy and 
reconciliation. Founding saints, 
like Francis, Benedict, Dominic, 

Mother Seton—and modern 
examples, such as Mother 
Teresa—were prophetic,  pro-
claiming  countercultural values 
and the need to hope in Christ. 
We follow in the steps of spiritual 
giants.”  

The Year of Consecrated 
Life will take place in the con-
text of the 50th anniversary of 
the Second Vatican Council, 
coinciding with the anniver-
sary of the promulgation of 
Lumen Gentium, the Council’s 
Constitution on the Church, 
which has a specific chapter 
dealing with consecrated life. 
Cardinal João Braz de Aviz, 

the prefect of the Congregation 
for Institutes of Consecrated 
Life and Societies of Apostolic 
Life, said, “We believe that the 
council has been the breath of 
the Spirit not only for the whole 
Church but, perhaps especially, 
for the consecrated life.”Con-
vinced that in these 50 years 
consecrated life has undertaken a 
journey of renewal, “we want to 
embrace the future with hope,” 
he said. In this regard, he said, 
the Year of Consecrated Life will 
have an evangelical focus, help-
ing people to realize “the beauty 
of following Christ” in the vari-
ous types of religious vocations.

Pope Francis will close 
the year on World Day of 
Consecrated Life, February 2, 
2016. In this diocese, Bishop 
Frank J. Caggiano will observe 
the close of the year with a 
Vespers Service in St. Augustine 
Cathedral. 

(NOTE: People with wonder-
ful memories of women and men 
Religious are asked to send a short 
description of them (500 words or less) 
to the Catholic Center, 238 Jewett 
Ave. Bridgeport, CT 06606 or srstril-
lacci@diobpt.org. These may be used 
in the coming editions of the Fairfield 
County Catholic or in celebratory 
events.)           n

To all Relatives, Friends and Co-Workers
of Consecrated Men and Women  

in the Diocese of Bridgeport

You are cordially invited  
to the opening for the Year of Consecrated Life!

The Mass and Reception will be on

Sunday, November 30, 2014, 2:30-4:30 pm

Saint Cecilia Church
1184 Newfield, Avenue • Stamford, Connecticut 06905

CAPP breakfast on Sunday
FAIRFIELD—Kerry 

Robinson, executive director 
of the National Leadership 
Roundtable on Church 
Management, will be the fea-
tured speaker at the 
eighth annual CAPP 
Communion Breakfast 
for Business Leaders 
on November 16 at 
Fairfield University. 

Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano and Father 
Rick Ryscavage, 
S.J., director of the 
Center for Faith and 
Public Life at Fairfield 
University, will con-
celebrate Mass in 
Egan Chapel at 9 a.m. 
The breakfast and 
Robinson’s talk will fol-
low in the Oak Room of the 
Barone Campus Center

CAPP’s Business Leadership 
Award will be presented to 
digital marketing industry 
innovator and philanthropist Al 
DiGuido of Westport, founder 
of Al’s Angels, which supports 
children affected by financial 
hardships and those struggling 
with cancer. He is a member of 

St. Matthew Parish in Norwalk. 
The breakfast is sponsored by 

Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice 
(CAPP) of Fairfield County and 
by the Center for Faith & Public 

Life of Fairfield University. 
 “As the diocese moves for-

ward with its own reorganization 
plan and with Synod 2014 to 
plan for the future, we welcome 
the thoughts of Kerry Robinson 
on best practices and the most 
efficient use of resources. Her 
work directly addresses the 
Catholic social teaching princi-
ples of human dignity, solidarity 

and subsidiarity,” said Bishop 
Caggiano. 

The National Leadership 
Roundtable on Church 
Management is an organization 

of laity, religious, and 
clergy working togeth-
er to promote excel-
lence and best practices 
in the management, 
finances and human 
resource development 
of the Catholic Church 
in the U.S. through the 
greater incorporation 
of the expertise of the 
laity. 

Robinson is a 
writer and speaker on 
philanthropy, devel-
opment and faith. In 

addition to her work 
with the National Leadership 
Roundtable, she is a trustee 
of the Raskob Foundation 
for Catholic Activities in 
Wilmington, Del., and 
FADICA (Foundations and 
Donors Interested in Catholic 
Activities) in Washington. 

Founding editor of The 
Catholic Funding Guide: A 

➤ continued on page 29

AL DIGUIDoKERRy RoBINSoN
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Catholic Academies

NCH receives $500,000 grant
STAMFORD—Paul 

Harinstein, chair of the New 
Covenant House Advisory 
Board, and Laure Aubuchon, 
New Covenant House 
Capital Campaign chair, 
have announced the receipt 
of a grant of $500,000 from 
the Herbert and Nell Singer 
Foundation, also located in 
Stamford.

“This transformative grant 
from the Singer Foundation, 
reflecting its commitment to 
Stamford, will assure that we 
meet our construction schedule 
and permit the new facility 
to be up and running in the 
first quarter of 2015,” said 
Harinstein. 

Including the Singer 
Foundation grant, New 
Covenant House is at 70 per-
cent of its goal of $1.5 million 
needed to renovate and move 
into a larger and more efficient 
facility across the street from its 
current location. 

New Covenant House 
is the largest soup kitchen 
in Lower Fairfield County. 

Singer Foundation Board Chair 
Jay Sandak, commenting on 
the Foundation’s gift, said, 
“Stamford has always been 
about community, its citizens 
and organizations helping 
one another. The foundation 
supports the mission of New 
Covenant House and we are very 
pleased to have been able to con-
tribute to the realization of their 
new facility.” 

The “new” New Covenant 
House will encompass 8,000 
sq. ft. at 174 Richmond Hill, a 
major expansion from its cur-
rent 2,000 sq. ft. location. New 

Covenant House 
serves hot meals twice 
a day, 365 days a 
year. Including the 
breakfast program 
and food pantry, it 
provides over 700,000 
meals a year. The 
need for this human-
itarian service has 
doubled in the past six 
years. The new facili-
ty will include  
an efficient and 

modern kitchen, a welcoming 
dining area, expanded food 
storage area and refrigeration, 
a spacious food pantry area 
and additional space for other 
services.

Founded over 36 years ago, 
New Covenant House is an 
inter-faith project of Catholic 
Charities of Fairfield County, 
serving the homeless, elderly, 
disabled, working poor, and 
children. No one is turned 
away. There are no require-
ments to enter the NCH doors, 
except a mutual exchange of 
respect and dignity.       n

GREENWICH—More 
than 50 guests turned out for 
the fifth annual Fall Dinner 
for Catholic Academies of 
Bridgeport held at Polpo 
Restaurant in Greenwich.

Sister Joan A. Magnetti, rscj, 
executive director of Catholic 
Academies, welcomed guests to 
the $1,500 a plate dinner, which 
raised more than $85,000 to 
create scholarships and financial 
assistance for children in the four 
Catholic Schools in Bridgeport, 
the Cathedral Academy upper 
and lower campuses, St. Ann 
Academy and St. Andrew 
Academy.

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
thanked donors for their con-
tinued generosity to the schools 
and discussed measures the 
diocese is taking to build fur-
ther support and resources for 
Catholic education. 

The evening was hosted by 
the Catholic Academies Advisory 
Board under the leadership of 
James L. Bailey, with the entire 
dinner generously underwrit-
ten by Ron Rosa, proprietor of 
Polpo. On the menu of the three-
course dinner were such delights 
as ear-shaped pasta with broccoli 
rabe and fresh homemade sau-

sage; swordfish oreganata, chick-
en in mushrooms, shallot white 
wine sauce, veal medallions with 
baby artichokes gratinée and a 
sampling of the restaurant’s deca-
dent homemade desserts.

The Catholic Academies of 
Bridgeport give hope to children 
in Catholic elementary schools 
in the city of Bridgeport.  Almost 
1,000 children of all faiths are 
enrolled and more than 65 per-

cent receive financial assistance.  
All Catholic Academies of 
Bridgeport are accredited by the 
State of CT and NEASC. One 
hundred percent of graduating 
eighth-graders attend high school 
and nearly 100 percent attend 
college.

(For more information Catholic 
Academies of Bridgeport, call 

Scholarships on the menu

Nativities, Ornaments, Treetoppers and much more, 
Communion, Confirmation, Baptism,  

Doreen Virtue Books and Cards, Memorial section
Religious Jewelry, Rosaries & Medals, Crucifixes, Statues,  

Outdoor Angels & Statues, Nice selection of Gold & Silver 
Jewelry, Angels for every occasion

We Carry Bibles and books

Take 20% OFF 
ANY ONE ITEM

ANGELS & COMPANY
a Re l i g i o u s gi f t st o R e
Route 25 • 115 Main Street • (Crescent Village)

Monroe • 203-445-0758

Regular Hours: Monday - Saturday 10 to 5:30pm
Friday 10 to 6:00pm

Give a gift that lasts a lifetime
Large selection of gifts for teachers and children

203.416.1376 or www.catholicacade-
miesbridgeport.org.)             n

THANK YOU!—Sr. Joan Magnetti chats with Judy Higgins of Greenwich and 
thanks her for all of her help. 

SUPPORT FOR THE KIDS!—Bishop Caggiano meets with (l-r)  John Barker 
of New Canaan and Paul Queally of New Canaan to thank them for their ongo-
ing support and commitment to Bridgeport youth.  

PROOF’S IN THE PUDDING!—(l-r) Donors met Tom Gaudett (first on left), 
an alumnus of the Cathedral Academy who recently graduated from Harvard 
and now teaches in Bridgeport with “Teach for America.” Pictured with him 
are Polpo owner Ron Rosa, Bishop Caggiano, Sister Joan Magnetti, and 
Annamarie Rosa.

LOCAL DIGNITARIES join NCH board chair 
Paul Harinstein to kick off the construction of  the 
home for New Covenant House of Hospitality on 
October 13.          (Photo by MaRtin b. Cassidy)
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Bishop at Fairfield University
FAIRFIELD—“You and I are 

living a singular moment of grace, 
in this unique and particular time 
in the life of our diocese. It is a 
moment of grace as we walk this 

synodal journey together,” said 
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano on 
November 4 before a gathering 
of more than 250 in the Quick 
Center of Fairfield University. 

 “First and foremost, this is 
a journey that allows all of us in 
leadership—lay, religious and 
clergy—shoulder-to-shoulder, in 
prayer and reflection, to strength-
en the mortar that holds us togeth-
er as the living Temple of Christ,” 
he said during his 45-minute talk 
“On Calling a Diocesan Synod: 
Hopes and Dreams.” 

The bishop’s address, followed 
by a question and answer session, 
was delivered as the 21st Annual 
Christopher F. Mooney, S.J. 
Lecture in Theology, Religion & 
Society. He was introduced by 
Fr. Jeffrey von Arx, S.J., presi-

Synod offers ‘singular moment of grace’

w e l c o m e  n e w  a d v e r t i s e r s !
Please tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in Fairfield County Catholic,

the largest direct-mail circulation newspaper in Fairfield County.

St. Joseph Parish, Brookfield, page 7

St. Mary and St. Benedict/Our Lady of Montserrat Parish, Stamford, page 29 

Next issue is our Advent and Christmas issue. 
Please reserve ad space early, copy by December 3, 2014

To advertise, please contact Ralph Lazzaro at:  
office: 203.416.1462, cell: 203.667.1622 or email: rlazzaro@diobpt.org

welcomenewadvertisers!

dent of Fairfield University. Dr. 
Paul Lakeland, director of the 
University’s Center for Catholic 
Studies, moderated the evening. 

The bishop explained that 

synods are consultative in nature, 
not legislative. “They do not pass 
laws. They seek to discern what 
God is asking of the Church. A 
diocesan synod is a sacred gath-
ering of Church leaders to discern 
God’s will,” he said. 

He also made the distinction 
between discernment and deci-
sion-making. “The synod will 
make decisions that I hope to 
ratify, but to make correct deci-
sions we need first to discern. 
Discerning is deeper and more 
profound than decision-making. 
Discernment is an essential pre-
requisite to ensure that decisions 
that are made are for the good of 
the Church,” he said. 

The Brooklyn native said he 
worked on the Diocese of Brooklyn 
Synod in 1996 with Bishop Daley 

and found it to be a transformative 
experience for that diocese. 

“The Diocese of Brooklyn is 
the most ethnically diverse dio-
cese in the country,” he said. “On 
any given Sunday, Mass can be 
celebrated there in 35 languages. 
Geographically, it is the smallest 
diocese in the nation, and in 1996, it 
was facing severe financial distress.” 

Bishop Caggiano said the 
Brooklyn synod achieved far-reach-
ing changes to the diocese’s eccle-
sial life by creating an innovative 
lay leadership program that trained 
thousands of men and women to 
“take on the tasks of ministry, fully 
formed, fully prepared.”

The synod also created a pro-
gram of ongoing formation for 
clergy to help them in their pastoral 
ministry, and “to provide the spir-
itual and theological support they 
needed to be pastors and shepherds 
of their people,” he said.

“My friends, I saw then that 
a synod can lead to miraculous 
renewal, and I stand before you 
as your shepherd to tell you that 
the exact same thing and more 
is in store for you and me in the 
Diocese of Bridgeport!”

The bishop said that the Holy 
Spirit will inspire the Synod 2014 
delegates because “Jesus has 
promised to be in our midst when 
we gather in his name. We are 
always more than just an assem-
bly of human beings when we 
gather in Christ’s name, for we 
form a mysterious unity that has 
a human and a divine dimension. 
We humans are members of a 
divine community that is greater 
than the sum total of its parts.” 

The bishop concluded his 

address with a prayer that the 
diocese becoming a welcoming 
Church that changes lives. “What 
is it that the Lord wants for us 
and from us?” he asked. “On a 
personal note, I pray for a Church 
that will find new ways to effec-
tively invite all the baptized to 
fall in love with Jesus Christ in a 
deeply personal way. I long and 
pray for a welcoming Church that 
will never be afraid to teach and 
preach the truth, who is Jesus 
Christ himself in our midst.” 

(For more info on the Center for 
Catholic Studies and the event, call 
203.254.4000, ext. 3415, or visit 
www.fairfield.edu/catholicstudies.  
To hear the bishop’s full address,  
go to the diocesan website:  
www.bridgeportdiocese.com.)          n

ON CALLING THE DIOCESAN SYNOD—Bishop Caggiano is flanked 
by Dr. Paul Lakeland, Director of Fairfield University’s Center for Catholic 
Studies, and Fr. Jeffrey von Arx, President of Fairfield University before 
delivering the 21st Annual Christopher F. Mooney, S. J. Lecture in Theology, 
Religion and Society.
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Inner City Foundation

GREENWICH—Every 
year the Inner City Foundation 
for Charity & Education pres-
ents the “Tim Russert Making 
A Difference Award” at its 
gala dinner, held this year on 
October 18 at the Hyatt Regency 
Greenwich.

In collaboration with 
Sister Mary Grace Walsh, 
Superintendent of Schools, this 
year’s “Tim Russert Making A 
Difference Award” was present-
ed to Anna Marie Altieri, a fifth 
grade homeroom and math teach-
er in the Cathedral Academy 
Upper School on the St. 
Augustine Campus in Bridgeport. 

 “Mrs. Altieri has a genuine 
enthusiasm and commitment to 
urban Catholic education. She 
embraces the Gospel values of 
our faith and imparts those values 
daily to our school community 
by her words and actions,” said 
Sister Mary Grace. 

“Over the years Anna Marie 
has demonstrated outstanding 
leadership and excellence in teach-
ing; has modeled best practices 
of 21st-Century teaching; and has 
translated her Catholic faith into 

action by her determination to 
make each child in her class feel 
the love, peace, and joy of Jesus,” 
says Larry DiPalma, the Upper 
School principal, who was on 
hand for the presentation. “When 
students are assigned to her class-
room, their religious, academic, 
social, and emotional needs are 
met and immediately each parent 
is actively engaged in the educa-
tion of their child. She is respected 
and held in high regard by her 
peers, the students, and parents 
of the Cathedral Academy. She is 
truly a blessing to the Cathedral 
Academy family.” 

The Inner City Foundation 
for Charity & Education annu-
al black-tie event raised $830 
thousand to support agencies, 
institutions and programs 
throughout Fairfield County at 
the Foundation’s 23rd Annual 
Benefit Dinner. Marc B. 
Lautenbach, president and CEO 
of Pitney Bowes Inc., was the 
chair of the Corporate Committee 
for the event. Valisia LeKae, the 
2014 Grammy Award nominee 
for Best Musical Theater Album 
and the 2013 Tony Award nom-

inee for Best Lead Actress in a 
Musical, was this year’s master of 
ceremonies.

The event featured a concert 
performance by The Doo Wop 
Project featuring five cast mem-
bers from Broadway’s hit shows 
Hairspray, Jersey Boys, Sister 
Act and Motown: The Musical—
including Tony nominee Charl 
Brown. They were accompanied 
by a band of Broadway veterans 
including musical director Sonny 
Paladino. 

Individuals who have partic-
ipated in programs supported 
by the Inner City Foundation 
addressed the audience and 
expressed their gratitude for the 
help they have received and for 
the opportunities that have been 
made available to them. 
Janie and Dean Gestal of 
Greenwich were the Benefit 
Committee chairs, assisted by 
co-chairs Audrey and Daniel 
Dornier of Greenwich, Helen and 

Dan FitzPatrick of Greenwich, 
Vilma and Dick Matteis of 
Greenwich and Bill Mitchell of 
Westport.

Since 1992, the foundation has 
awarded more than $26 million in 
grants to organizations that pro-
vide assistance, including food, 
clothing, shelter, counseling and 
education to at-risk and needy 
children and adults in Fairfield 
County. In addition to providing 
scholarship funds to diocesan 
schools in Bridgeport, other 
organizations receiving grants 
include the Boys and Girls Club 
of Stamford, Cardinal Shehan 
Center, Caroline House, Carver 

Bridgeport teacher wins 
‘Tim Russert’ Award

Saint Mary Church 
Christmas Fair

Amazing selection of religious items, books and sacramentals: 
Christmas cards - Nativity sets - Ornaments - Music CDs

Puzzles - Children’s gifts - Advent wreaths & candles  
Excellent books - Stocking stuffers Christian artwork  

& much more!  Gift-wrapping available & supervised crafts  
for children while parents shop.

Come do your Christmas  
shopping with us!

Saturday November 22
9am – 9pm

Sunday November 23
9am – 4pm

Msgr. Hajus Hall
669 West Avenue

Norwalk 
Connecticut

06850

BRIDGEPORT—BriAna 
Pechin has joined the Office of 
the Superintendent of Schools 
as director of academic ser-
vices. In her newly-created role, 
Pechin will lead the design, 
development and assessment 
of curriculum and faculty pro-
fessional development serving 
all 35 Catholic schools in the 
diocese. 

The academic program 
at the elementary schools is 
widely recognized, with more 
than half of the diocesan ele-
mentary schools achieving 
U.S. Department of Education 
national recognition for aca-
demic excellence. The five high 
schools share an exceptional 
academic record with strong 
graduation rates, prestigious 
college acceptances and mil-
lions of dollars in college and 
university scholarships. 

“Driving this caliber of aca-
demic program necessitates a 
continuously improving curric-
ulum and teaching practices,” 
said Superintendent of Schools 
Sister Mary Grace Walsh 

Pechin joins Schools

ASCJ, Ph.D. “BriAna’s knowl-
edge and skills will ensure our 
students and teachers remain at 
the forefront of learning.”

Pechin comes to the diocese 
with extensive academic and 
administrative experience in 
Catholic schools, most recently 

in the Archdiocese of New 
York. As the regional business 
manager/corporate officer for 
the Catholic Schools Region of 
the Northwest/South Bronx, 
Pechin had oversight and 
responsibility for the business 
operations of the largest Pilot 
Catholic School Region in 
the Archdiocese. Prior to her 
executive role, Pechin served 
as principal at the School of 
the Incarnation in Washington 
Heights, N.Y. She began her 
career in the archdiocese as a 
teacher and administrator at 
Sacred Heart private school in 
the Bronx.

Pechin holds two masters 
degrees in education and edu-
cational administration from 
Manhattan College and the 
University of Bridgeport as 
well as a Professional Diploma 
in School Building Leadership 
from Manhattan College. 
Pechin and her husband Robert 
live in Yonkers, N.Y., with 
their three children. They are 
members of the Church of 
Eugene Parish in Yonkers.     n

Center, Child Guidance Center, 
Domestic Violence Crisis Center, 
Emerge Inc., Family & Children’s 
Aid, Inspirica Inc., Kids in Crisis, 
Liberation Programs, Mercy 
Learning Center, Morning Glory 
Kitchen, New Covenant House of 
Hospitality, Regional YMCA of 
Western Connecticut, Stamford 
Shelter for the Homeless, the 
Thomas Merton House of 
Hospitality and Today’s Students 
Tomorrow’s Teachers.

(For more info about The Inner 
City Foundation For Charity & 
Education or to make a donation, 
visit www.innercityfoundation.org,  
or call 203.416.1496.)          n

ACTIVELY ENGAGING STUDENTS, Cathedral Academy math teacher 
Anna Marie Altieri was recognized for her dedication to excellence at the Inner 
City Foundation dinner.

BRIANA PEChIN
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Blessed Sacrament Parish
Urban garden helps to grow faith

By KAREN KoVACS 
DyDZUhN

“The earth brought forth 
vegetation; plants yielding seed 
of every kind, and trees of every 
kind bearing fruit with the seed 
in it. And God saw that it was 
good” (Genesis: 1.2).

“From the beginning, the kids 
were enthusiastic and committed 
to the project,” said Karen Soares-
Robinson, director of religious 
education at Blessed Sacrament 
Parish in Bridgeport. “They had 
limited experience with planting 
gardens but as soon as Father Skip 
and I described our plan, they 
were excited and ready to go.” 

Last spring, Soares-Robinson 
and parish administrator Father 
Joseph Karcsinski, called “Father 
Skip” by everyone, led the young-
sters in tending to an urban gar-
den. Located in the back of the 
church’s paved parking lot, the 
garden was originally developed 
several years ago by Pax Et Terra, 
a Newtown-based apostolate orga-
nization. Its members continue to 
support Blessed Sacrament by pro-
viding plants and supplies. 

This is the first season, though, 
that the congregation’s youngest 
members were recruited to plant, 

hydrate, weed and harvest a vari-
ety of vegetables. All of their tasks 
were directly tied to Scripture 
teachings, said Soares-Robinson. 
“The garden helped them to 
make important connections,” 
she explained.

For example, difficult liturgi-
cal concepts—such as our Lord’s 
Resurrection—was easier to 
understand when the children 
helped to plant several differ-
ent kinds of beans on Lazarus 
Sunday during Lent and then 
witnessed sprouts rise up through 
the soil a few weeks later. 

“Just as Lazarus went into the 
tomb, we put the peapods into 

the ground,” said Father Skip. 
“We told the children, ‘Now 
watch and see what happens.’”

Soares Robinson said they 
were “amazed” by how quickly 
the sprouts appeared. By early 
summer parishioners were 
encouraged to venture into the 
garden after Sunday Mass to pick 

some of the abundant crop. 
This was only the beginning, 

though. During the summer, 
40 students and staff of Blessed 
Sacrament’s Bible Camp planted 
tomatoes, carrots, cucumbers and 
several types of peppers—chili, 
green, Italian and hot cherry 
tomato—in 16 raised beds. Some 
plants, such as okra, mustard 
greens and lettuce, grow in four 
additional beds which are located 
in the garden’s winter house. 

Father Skip said, “Our goal 
has been to involve our entire 
parish in the garden and we 
tapped into the young people’s 
natural interest in plants.” 

Through grant money donated 
by the Knights of Columbus St. 
Pope John XXIII Council 5987 
of St. Jude Parish in Monroe, 
Father Skip was able to purchase 
a much-needed water hydrant in 
July. 

He and Soares-Robinson were 

also intent upon contributing in a 
positive way to the Bridgeport par-
ish’s neighborhood. In addition to 
offering fresh produce to the local 
community, Blessed Sacrament’s 
congregants sought to beautify its 
surroundings by decorating the 
garden’s landscape with colorful 
wooden panels. The children not 
only painted the panels but were 
challenged by Soares-Robinson to 
inscribe the side of the panel that 
faced the garden with a spiritual 
message. 

“I asked them to come up 
with ideas about what this sum-
mer camp has meant to them,” 
she said. Kenny wrote, “Think. 
Dream. Believe.” 

Another young parishioner 
summed up her experience 
through poetry. She wrote, “God 
sleeps in minerals/Awakens in 
plants/Walks in animals and 
thinks in Man./Blossom into 
someone beautiful.”                n

A lay-Catholic, coeducational day and boarding 
 college prep school for grades 9-12 and

post graduates in New Milford, Connecticut.

INQUIRE. APPLY. DISCOVER.VISIT.

101 Aspetuck Avenue, CT 06776 |www.cbury.org | admissions@cbury.org | 860-210-3832

For more information, to set up your visit, or to learn more about Canterbury, click here. 

       St. Anthony’s
       Book & Gift Shop
             “A little piece of Heaven now located in Derby ”

St. Anthony’s is your full service Catholic and Ecumenical shop  
serving the community by providing quality religious, spiritual  

and inspirational gifts. A place for anyone looking  
to share God’s Word with others.

For Christmas we offer:
Advent wreaths and candles, Chocolate Scriptural Advent Calenders,  

Christmas Nativity Sets, Olive wood Nativity Sets from Jerusalem,
Celtic jewelry made in Ireland, Crucifixes, Wall Crosses and statues,
Sterling Silver, Gold Filled and 14kt gold jewelry, Christian music  

and movie dvds, Church goods, vestments, altar server robes, Chalices,
Candles by Emkay and Cathedral Candle Company, wafers, etc.

Catholic Book Company, St. Benedict and Tan Publishers,  
Our Sunday Visitor, Ignatius Press, and many more!

Hours: Monday-Friday 1:00pm-7:00pm
Saturday 10:30am-4:00pm  •  or call for appointment

Kathleen Conroy Cass ~ Proprietor with the Lord
Godatwork2000@gmail.com

142 Main Street, Derby, Connecticut
Toll Free: 866.888.3390  
Phone: 203.888.3390
www.stanthonygift.com  

URBAN GARDEN—Faith took root along with the plants this summer at the 
Urban Garden at Blessed Sacrament Parish in East Bridgeport.
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They ARE the Church
Young people want to make a difference. In case anyone missed that, 

they have said so repeatedly at synod meetings, youth consultation  
sessions, and at smaller meetings with Bishop Caggiano. 

They are already making a difference. They raise funds for breast cancer 
research in Stamford and Stratford, rake leaves for the elderly in Danbury 
and Brookfield, plant urban gardens in Bridgeport. At St. Philip Parish in 
Norwalk, the youth group has raised so much awareness, and so much 
money, to fight world hunger that parish representatives were invited to 
World Vision’s headquarters to explain how they became so successful.

Unless you have a youngster in religious education, Catholic school 
or a parish youth group, you may not be aware of all the good they do. 
That’s unfortunate. We should be trumpeting it from the rooftops—and 
through the media. At very least, we should invite them to speak at week-
end Masses, post their photos on the bulletin board, and print their activi-
ties in the parish bulletin.

We do our best here in the Communications Office. Youth activities  
appear regularly in Fairfield County Catholic. Every day, we post new items  
on the web at www.bridgeportdiocese.com, www.facebook.com/Fairfield 
CountyCatholics, www.DOB-youth.com and www.twitter.com/
DOByouth. 

While at World Vision headquarters, Father Michael Boccaccio, St. 
Philip’s pastor, became the latest “poster child” in the fight against World 
Hunger. Father Mike’s message, proclaimed forcefully from their website: 
“Never refer to youth as the future of the Church. They ARE the Church.”

In Thanksgiving
At a time when the national mood is said to be grim and downbeat, 

we all have much to be thankful for.  In fact, as our Holy Father, Francis, 
has taught us, we have never had more reason to be thankful because the 
great gift of faith is the ability to live each day in joy and gratitude.  

We also have much to be grateful for in our own diocese, where we 
are blessed by the leadership of Bishop Caggiano, the generosity of the 
faithful, the energy and passion of our youth, and the many good things 
underway:  
 • Earlier this year, the bishop gave the diocese the gift of the synod, and 

it is already bearing fruit in its spirit of faith and openness. This week-
end, 350 delegates will gather in Trumbull for the Second General 
Session of Synod 2014 to plan for the pastoral needs the local Church.

• Through the generosity of almost 25,000 donors, the Annual Bishop’s 
Appeal has exceeded its goal of  $11.5 million in support of diocesan 
ministries and services that transform lives.  

• The diocese remains unequalled in its level of service to the commu-
nity: 1.5 million meals to the poor and hungry served by Catholic 
Charities; almost 10,000 children and young people educated in our 
schools; another 38,000 children in religious education; 15,000 coun-
seling sessions to help troubled individuals and families, and thousands 
of elderly served through senior nutrition and Bishop Curtis Homes. 

• We’re also grateful for this year’s St. Augustine Medal recipients who 
have given a lifetime of service to the diocese, and truly serve as “mis-
sionaries of hope” in our midst.
Last but not least we are approaching the Advent season with its 

opportunity to find new joy and hope as we await the Light of Christ 
in our lives. So as we sit down on November 27 to celebrate the great 
national holiday of Thanksgiving, we also look forward to the First 
Sunday of Advent just three days later on November 30. It’s fitting the 
two come together; they are reminders that faith and the life of our nation 
are intertwined—and that’s something to be thankful for. 

Day Light Savings
Why does it seem like we lose daylight rather than save it when we 

turn the clocks back? Overnight, a whole section of afternoon disappears 
and we’re not prepared for it.  For a brief moment we have the fiery com-
pensation of red, orange and yellow leaves, swirling in a kind of giddy 
revelation. Then the first cold drumbeats of November usher in another 
season, and we must learn the language of spare winter trees. Just when 
we need it, Advent comes and teaches us to accept our fallowness, to wait 
in prayer, and to light a candle in expectation.            n
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The Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano, Bishop of Bridgeport,
has made the following clergy appointments in the Diocese of Bridgeport:

CLERGYAPPOINTMENTS

ePisCoPal ChaPlain

REVEREND JEFFREY COUTURE, Spiritual Director, Immaculate 
High School, Danbury, to Episcopal Chaplain, Immaculate High School, 
Danbury. Effective date was 10/24/14.

REVEREND MICHAEL NOVAJOSKY, Spiritual Director, St. Joseph 
High School, Trumbull, to Episcopal Chaplain, St. Joseph High School, 
Trumbull. Effective date was 10/24/14.

PaRoChial ViCaR

REVEREND JUSTIN RAJ, IMS, Summer Assistant, Christ the King 
Parish, Trumbull, to Parochial Vicar, Christ the King Parish, Trumbull. 
Effective date was 11/6/14.

hosPital ChaPlain

REVEREND AMOBI ATUEGBU, returning to the Diocese from 
Nigeria, to Assistant Chaplain at Stamford Hospital. Effective date was 
10/29/14. Father Atuegbu will reside at St. Mary Parish, Stamford; from 
Assistant Chaplain at Stamford Hospital, to Chaplain, Danbury Hospital. 
Effective date is 12/1/14. Father Atuegbu will reside at Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Parish, Danbury.

REVEREND BERNARDO RODRIGUEZ, Prison Chaplain and Seaport 
Ministry, Bridgeport Correctional Facility and Garner Prison, to Assistant 
Chaplain at Danbury Hospital and Part-time Parochial Vicar, St Peter 
Parish, Danbury. Effective date was 10/29/14.

sPeCial assignMent

REVEREND AUGUSTINE NGUYEN, to Episcopal Vicar for 
Vietnamese Catholics. Effective date was 10/28/14. Father Nguyen will 
remain Episcopal Chaplain to Kolbe Cathedral High School.

the following Men haVe been aPPointed to seRVe  
as assistant VoCation diReCtoRs

REVEREND JOHN CONNAUGHTON (Vicariate I),  
effective date was 10/16/14

REVEREND MICHAEL DUNN (Vicariate II),  
effective date was 10/16/14

REVEREND JOHN RINGLEY (Vicariate III),  
effective date was 10/16/14

REVEREND JOSEPH MARCELLO (Vicariate IV),  
effective date is 4/1/15

REVEREND ROLANDO ARIAS-GALVIS (Vicariate V),  
effective date was 10/16/14

otheR

REVEREND FRANCIS NAMPIAPARAMBIL LUKE, Chaplain at 
Bridgeport Hospital, to home diocese of Kothamangalam, India. Effective 
date was 11/10/14.

Reverend Ian Jeremiah, Episcopal Vicar for Clergy
November, 2014

LETTER
Joy spreads faith

To the Editor:
Bishop Caggiano ardently 

hopes that the many Catholics 
who do not attend weekly Mass, 
or ever go to Confession will 
return to the faith. This can come 
about if those who do practice 
the faith display such infectious 
happiness in their ordinary lives 
that the disaffected Catholics will 
question how people can be so 
happy. Then practicing Catholics 
can simply tell them that it is the 
practice of the faith, especially 
frequent Confession and week-
ly Holy Mass, that gives them 
the graces to be optimistic and 
always hopeful in life so that their 
crosses are overcome and accept-
ed as God the Father’s heavenly 
plan of salvation for them.

Daily happiness in practicing 
Catholics is a must to return 
countless Catholics to the Church 
and the sacraments. But if the 
example they receive is of sullen, 
morose and unhappy practicing 
Catholics, their return will be all 
but impossible.

Robert Severine
Stamford



November 2014
15

2014 Saint Augustine Medal of Service
Recognizing the volunteers, the mentors 
          and the prayerful servants of our diocese

After praising more than 130  
St. Augustine Medal recipients for their  
“generous and loving service to the 
Church,” Bishop Frank J. Caggiano also 
issued a challenge to them during the  
St. Augustine Medal of Service ceremony 
on October 25. 

“I commission you to go out to be my missionaries of 
hope to the rest of our Church, and to invite them to fol-
low in your footsteps,” the bishop said in a brief homily. 
“And in this year of the synod, let us pray that they rise to 
the challenge because we need every single one of them.”

More than 700 friends and family members filled St. 
Augustine Cathedral in downtown Bridgeport to offer 
prayer and praise for the recipients.

St. Augustine Medal Service

Recipients honored as ‘missionaries of hope’
In the early afternoon ceremony on a day sparkling 

with sunshine, the bishop began his remarks by thanking 
medal recipients for their long-time service to parishes 
and the diocese. “I am very grateful for your service, 
your generosity, your witness and your faith,” he said. 
“Today is a celebration of that service as love made 
concrete in your witness. Often in your silent way, you 
become the presence and face of God to those who need 
it the most.”

During the prayer service and program, one by one 
the honorees came forward with their pastors to receive 
their medals from the bishop. Many couples were also 
among the recipients.

The names of the medal winners were read from the 
altar by Sister Mary Grace Walsh, superintendent of 
schools, and Al Barber, president of Catholic Charities. 
William McLean, chief development officer of the dio-
cese, presented the medals to the bishop for distribution.

After the prayer service, which included singing of 

Psalms and a reading from Jeremiah (More tortuous than 
all else is the human heart, beyond remedy; who can under-
stand it? The Lord alone…”), the bishop blessed the bronze 
medals, which carry an engraving of St. Augustine on 
the front and the seal of the Diocese of Bridgeport on the 
reverse side.

“Wear your medal often,” the bishop urged the men 
and women, “so people ask ‘what is it?’ Then you can 
invite them to receive it as well by following your exam-
ple of generous and loving service. May the medal you 
wear outside always reflect the goodness of your heart on 
the inside.” 

At the end of the service, recipients were given a 
standing ovation and invited to a reception at Kolbe 
Cathedral High School.

(To see a slideshow of the ceremony, visit the diocesan web-
site: www.bridgeportdiocese.com. To view photos of individual 
recipients, go to www.shutterfly.com/pro/MichelleBabyak/
FFCC and scroll down to 2014 St. Augustine Awards.)     n

(Photo by shaRon MaCKnight)
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2014 Saint Augustine Medal of Service

Saint Marguerite BourgeoyS, Brookfield:  
Mr. david Sluti — “Dave is always willing to 
help set up and clean up for our parish events. He 
is a very dedicated parishioner who gives witness to 
the faith by both word and action.” 
               — Father George Sankoorikal, Pastor

Saint JoSeph pariSh, Brookfield: Mr. rayMond 
Sack and Mr. richard SaniSlo — “Ray serves as 
the caretaker of our parish grotto. Richard fabri-
cates displays and provides artwork for holy days, 
parish events and religious education programs.”       
                 — Father George F. O’Neill, Pastor 

Saint Michael the archangel pariSh, 
Bridgeport: MrS. ewa Zegarek — “Ewa is a long 
time parishioner and a leading catechist of children. 
She is active in the preparation of the liturgical life 
of the parish and in the New Evangelization.” 
    — Father Stefan Morawski, O.F.M. Conv., Pastor

Saint peter pariSh, Bridgeport: Mr. williaM 
angel, Mr. roBerto Quintanilla, and Mr. 
david SancheZ — “They perform all kinds of 
services for the parish, from decorating, cleaning, 
running errands to repairs.” 
            — Monsignor Aniceto Villamide, Pastor

Saint Mary pariSh, Bridgeport: MS. Sandra 
hernandeZ — “Sandra has given loving and ded-
icated service to the parish for many years in reli-
gious education, youth ministry, music ministry, 
Charismatic Renewal and other parish activities.”  
            — Monsignor Matthew Bernelli, Pastor

Saint Margaret Shrine pariSh, Bridgeport:  
MS. nancy teixeira — “Nancy works tirelessly to 
raise funds for our Shrine. She is always available to 
help in any capacity where she is needed.” 
           — Deacon Donald Foust, Administrator

Saint george pariSh, Bridgeport: MS. enereida 
cruZ — “She is a lector and a wonderful person. 
She is a daily Communicant who shows much love 
for our parish.” 
                  — Father Elio Sosa, Administrator

Saint charleS BorroMeo pariSh, Bridgeport: 
MS. loretta BlaSdell and MS. florida allard 
— “They have been volunteers in our parish since 
the 1950s. They are talented women of great faith 
and devotion.” 
                     — Father Edicson Orozco, Pastor

Saint ann pariSh, Bridgeport: MS. Sally Jacko 
— “Sally has gone above and beyond as parish 
nurse coordinator. St. Ann Parish is very blessed to 
have her.” 
                      — Father Peter J. Lynch, Pastor

Saint andrew pariSh, Bridgeport: Mr. and MrS. 
ruSS and donna curl — “They have been in 
music ministry for many years. They help us lift up 
our hearts to God.” 
                — Father Eugene R. Szantyr, Pastor 

our lady of fatiMa pariSh, Bridgeport: Mr. 
and MrS. antonio and iSilda raMoS — “Antonia 
and Isilda have been dedicated and devoted  
volunteers in our church and social activities for 
many years.”
                — Father Jose de Brito Alves, Pastor

Saint Mary pariSh, Bethel: MrS. Maureen 
ullah — “Maureen is totally dedicated to our  
parish and school. Her support, hard work,  
caring and faith are without measure.”  
                    — Father Corey Piccinino, Pastor

the cathedral pariSh, Bridgeport: Mr. and 
MrS. JoSeph and thai huong — “Joseph helped 
lead parishioners to complete a number of import-
ant projects. His wife and he and their children 
comprise a model Catholic family.” 
                    — Father F. John Ringley, Rector

our lady of good council chapel, 
Bridgeport: MS. Johanna SuSie cinotti  
 — “If anything needs to be done, just ask.”
       — Father Eugene R. Szantyr, Administrator 

our lady of good council chapel, 
Bridgeport:  Mr. and MrS. franciS and Monica 
gachette — “They freely give their time  
and talent for the good of the church.”
       — Father Eugene R. Szantyr, Administrator

BleSSed SacraMent pariSh, Bridgeport: Mr. and 
MrS. John and Beatrice torreS — “John and 
Beatrice have chaired our major fundraising event 
for the past two years. They and their family help 
to keep our parish doors open.”
           — Father Skip Karcsinski, Administrator

(Editor’s note: The recognition of award recipients below has been edited to fit the print edition. 
Full submissions can be found online at www.bridgeportdiocese.com) 

Photos by Michelle Babyak
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our lady of guadalupe pariSh, danBury: MrS. 
Minerva eSpinal — “Mary is a caring and loyal 
person who gives of her time and talents to the 
community. She is a lector and catechist and is in 
charge of flower decorations.” 
             — Father John J. Perez, Administrator

Sacred heart of JeSuS pariSh, danBury:  
Mr. gerald leBlanc — “Gerald has been the 
person who opens the parish every day for more 
than 15 years. His humble and faithful service to 
the parish is greatly appreciated!” 
                — Father S. Leonel Medeiros, Pastor

2014 Saint Augustine Medal of Service

holy faMily pariSh, fairfield: MrS. katherine 
o’Shea — “Kathy is a faithful coordinator of our 
Family Life Committee and serves as Eucharistic 
Minister. She is always ready to help anyone in 
time of need.” 
                — Father Guido Montanaro, Pastor

our lady of the aSSuMption pariSh, fairfield: 
dr. and MrS. dale and fran lichtenBerg 
— “Dale and Fran have been devout and active 
parishioners for many years. Dale is active in K. of 
C. and Fran is a lector and Eucharistic Minister.”   
                  — Father Peter A. Cipriani, Pastor

Saint eMery pariSh, fairfield: Mr. and MrS. 
chriS and wendy Bleggi — “Chris and Wendy 
are always available to be of service to the parish. 
Both help to decorate at Christmas and Easter. 
Theirs is an exemplary Catholic family.” 
      — Father Guido Montanaro, Administrator

Saint anthony of padua pariSh, fairfield: 
Mr. and MrS. keith and Maureen reynoldS 
— “Maureen and Keith help with many parish 
endeavors. They are both catechists and Eucharistic 
Ministers, and model commitment to God, family 
and Church.”         — Father John P. Baran, Pastor

Saint gregory the great pariSh, danBury:  
Mr. and MrS. Bruce and patty BarrowS — 
“Bruce and Patty lead our R.C.I.A. team. They are 
exemplary ministers, welcoming and witnessing to 
God, faith and parish.”  
                        — Father Angelo S. Arrando, Pastor

Saint JoSeph pariSh, danBury: Mr. gerald 
palanZo, Jr. — “Jerry’s love for God is manifest in 
his many years of service to our parish and school. 
As chairman of the Parish Finance Council, he 
truly leads by example.” 
                    — Father Samuel V. Scott, Pastor

Saint peter pariSh, danBury: Mr. and MrS. 
Sandro doBlinS and ana alice da Silva doBlinS 
— “They have been serving the Brazilian Catholic 
Community for many years and are always avail-
able to help in whatever way they can.”
— Father S. Leonel Medeiros, Episcopal Vicar for Brazlians

Saint thoMaS More pariSh, darien: MrS. erMa 
Moore — “Erma has generously served the parish 
for many years. She provides important assistance 
to numerous ministries, including religious forma-
tion, parish administration and liturgy.”  
                  — Father Paul G. Murphy, Pastor 

notre daMe pariSh, eaSton: MrS. helen “Jackie” 
reck — “Jackie is a daily Communicant who has 
a strong devotion to Eucharistic Adoration and 
the Rosary. She has taught religious education, is a 
member of the Ladies Council and is a Eucharistic 
Minister.”            — Father Michael P. Lyons, Pastor

holy croSS pariSh, fairfield: MrS. audrey 
prokaly — “Audrey has been a dedicated  
volunteer in many ways. She has enhanced the 
parish grounds, been an active member of the Altar 
Society and has helped with the annual parish 
picnic.”              — Father Alfred F. Pecaric, Pastor

Saint John pariSh, darien: Mr. and MrS. John 
and tereSa Skroly — “John worked hard to  
reestablish our parish Knights of Columbus coun-
cil. Teresa has worked tirelessly chairing our annual 
car raffle.” 
                  — Father Frank Hoffmann, Pastor

iMMaculate heart of Mary pariSh, danBury: 
MrS. helena alBuQuerQue andrade — “Helena 
has been a dedicated volunteer since the founding 
of our parish. She has been the DRE since 2002 
and volunteers at many parish events.” 
      — Father Jose Brito Martins, Administrator
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Saint JeroMe pariSh, norwalk: Mr. len Mecca 
— “Len has been a long time Eucharistic Minister, 
head usher and coordinator for the 8 am Sunday 
Mass. He is ready to help wherever and whenever 
needed.” 
                 — Father David Blanchfield, Pastor

Saint aloySiuS pariSh, new canaan: dr. thoMaS 
and MrS. chriStine ayouB — “Thomas and 
Christine are very active in the parish. They can 
always be counted on to support the parish, and 
they also frequently take part in diocese-wide 
efforts.”        — Monsignor William J. Scheyd, Pastor

Saint  Jude pariSh, Monroe: Mr. and MrS. 
havilan and arlene tweedy — “Havilan and 
Arlene have been volunteering in the parish for 
many years. They are always ready to share their 
time and talents with the parish.” 
         — Monsignor Dariusz J. Zielonka, Pastor

Saint paul pariSh, greenwich: Mr. and MrS. ed 
and thereSe Malone — “Therese and Ed Malone 
are long time parishioners. They share their time, 
talents and organizational skills to help in projects 
small and large.”
                         — Father Frank Winn, Pastor

Saint roch pariSh, greenwich: MrS. Marie 
frattalone (poSthuMouSly) — “A lifelong mem-
ber of the parish, she worked tirelessly for the 
Parish Council, the annual feast and coordinating 
rentals for the parish hall.” 
            — Father Matthew R. Mauriello, Pastor

Saint Mary pariSh, greenwich: Mr. and MrS. 
hugo and elSa condori — “Hugo and Elsa have 
been active members of St. Mary Parish for many 
years.  They are involved in many aspects of parish 
life.” 
                 — Father Cyprian LaPastina, Pastor

Saint Michael pariSh, greenwich: MS. veronica 
“roni” SchMitZ — “Roni has been a member 
of St. Michael’s Parish for many years. She was 
a founding member of St. Michael Women’s 
Association and currently serves as its president.”  
                — Monsignor J. Peter Cullen, Pastor

Saint agneS pariSh, greenwich: Mr. thoMaS 
devaney — “Tom has served as president of the 
Parish Council and was instrumental in creating 
new and innovative programs at the parish.” 
                       — Father James A. McDevitt, Pastor

Sacred heart pariSh, greenwich: Mr. and MrS. 
arMando and rafaela olaeS — “Rafaela and 
Armando are very devoted Catholic parents. They 
express their deep faith through selfless service to 
various ministries in the parish.” 
                        — Father Bose Raja Selvaraj, Pastor

Sacred heart pariSh, georgetown: Mr. and 
MrS. thoMaS and anita urwin — “Tom and 
Anita are very generous in serving the parish in 
many ways. Their willingness to help sets a good 
example for us all.” 
                            — Father David Leopold, Pastor

Saint edward the confeSSor pariSh, new 
fairfield: MS. chriStine MeJia — “Christine is 
a dedicated lector, Eucharistic Minister, catechist 
and RCIA instructor. She attends Mass daily and is 
devoted to pro-life issues and the Rosary.” 
                          — Father Nick Cirillo, Pastor

St. roSe of liMa pariSh, newtown: Mr. 
chriStopher locke and Mr. franciSco 
Middleton — “They are the ‘go to’ men when we 
have technology, communication or utility issues. 
They provide invaluable expertise, guidance and 
assistance.”          — Monsignor Robert Weiss, Pastor

Saint thoMaS aQuinaS pariSh, fairfield: Mr. 
and MrS. edward and Janice dayton — “Ed and 
Janice are active members of our parish. Ed chairs 
our Parish Finance Board and Janice directs our 
home school religious education program.” 
                         — Father Victor T. Martin, Pastor 

Saint piuS x pariSh, fairfield: Mr. and MrS. 
ruBen and grace rodrigueZ — “Ruben and 
Grace are enthusiastic and faithful parishioners and 
volunteers. They embody the spirit of St. Pius X.”  
          — Father Robert Crofut, Parochial Vicar
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Saint ladiSlauS pariSh, norwalk: Mr. ronald 
p. Meloni — “Ron performs all sacristan duties 
including opening and closing the church for daily 
Mass. He also serves as lector and Eucharistic 
Minister.” 
              — Father Michael J. Bachman, Pastor

Saint Mary pariSh, norwalk: MS. eSther flynn 
— “Esther has been a long time parishioner and is 
a great organizer. She is dedicated to the elderly, 
calling them regularly and finding them rides.” 
                        — Father Greg Markey, Pastor 

Saint JoSeph pariSh, norwalk: Mr. céSar 
rendón — “César serves our parish in a remark-
able number of areas. He is a first class organizer 
and manager of people and events, and he and his 
family give wonderful Christian witness.” 
                  — Father Guilbert D’Souza, Pastor

2014 Saint Augustine Medal of Service

holy trinity pariSh, SherMan: MrS. anne Marie 
kuehling-kaStilahn — “Anne Marie has revived, 
organized, and managed an annual Appalachian 
Craft Fair at the parish. She also runs a clothing 
drive for the needy of Appalachia.” 
                     — Father Richard Gemza, Pastor

St. Matthew pariSh, norwalk: Mr. and MrS. 
edward and cathy Mcgettigan — “Ed and 
Cathy are faithful and faith‐filled parishioners who 
are involved in numerous ministries and events. 
They believe that in serving others they are serving 
Jesus.”           — Monsignor Walter Orlowski, Pastor 

Saint Mary pariSh, ridgefield: MrS. Mary 
Staudt — “Mary has been an active parishioner 
for many years, dedicated to and conscientious 
about the ministries she serves, including religious 
education and Eucharistic Adoration.” 
          — Monsignor Laurence R. Bronkiewicz, Pastor 

Saint catherine of Siena pariSh, riverSide: Mr. 
and MrS. williaM and JeanneMarie Baker — 
“Jeannemarie and William are very active parish-
ioners, establishing a parish nursing program and 
hosting a book discussion group in their home.”  
                    — Monsignor Alan F. Detscher, Pastor

St. thoMaS the apoStle pariSh, norwalk: dr. 
williaM f. Stephanak, d.d.S. — “Bill has 
been a lector and a Eucharistic Minister for many 
years, and often visits the sick. His commitment to 
serving the poor gives great witness to the faith.”  
                           — Father Mirek Staturski, Pastor

Saint eliZaBeth Seton pariSh, ridgefield: Mr. 
and MrS. ronald and kathleen cococcia — 
“Ron and Kathy are faith‐filled, generous, and 
devoted to building up the parish community. 
They are involved with all aspects of parish life.”  
                           — Father Joseph A. Prince, Pastor

Saint JoSeph pariSh, Shelton: Mr. and MrS. 
JacQueS and Sarah cayer — “Jacques and Sarah 
volunteer their services weekly to bring a blind 
parishioner to Sunday Mass. They serve the parish 
in various ministries, particularly those involving 
youth.”     — Monsignor Christopher J. Walsh, Pastor

Saint lawrence pariSh, Shelton: Mr. JaMeS J. 
linden — “James is a lector, Eucharistic Minister, 
bereavement counselor, and representative to the 
synod. A true Christian gentleman, he has also 
served as a missionary in Tanzania.” 
                    — Father Michael K. Jones, Pastor 

Saint Margaret Mary alacoQue pariSh, 
Shelton: MrS. carol guilleMette — “Carol has 
been a member of the parish for many years. She 
helps with religious education and is always willing 
to help in other ministries with spirituality and 
grace.”                    — Father Ciprian Bejan, Pastor

Saint patrick pariSh, redding ridge: Mr. 
ronald gelineau — “Ron bakes wonderful items 
for our Sunday coffee and helps maintain our 
parish grounds. His love of parish and family gives 
glory to God.” 
                      — Father Joseph Cervero, Pastor

St. philip pariSh, norwalk: MS. Maryanne 
tripodi — “MaryAnne lives liturgy in a full, active 
and conscious way. She is involved in many min-
istries, and her positive demeanor is always a grace 
and a blessing.”
             — Father Michael A. Boccaccio, Pastor
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catholic charitieS, Bridgeport: Mr. williaM 
toMMinS — “Bill is a member of the Catholic 
Charities Board and has been a big supporter of 
Catholic Charities programs for many years. He 
has co‐chaired events with great success.” 
                            — Mr. Al Barber, President

catholic charitieS, StaMford: Mr. paul 
harinStein — “Paul has served on the New 
Covenant House board for a number of years 
and now serves as its president. He spearheaded 
a $1.5 million capital campaign to move and 
expand the facility.    — Mr. Al Barber, President

Saint cleMent pariSh, StaMford: Mr. and MrS. 
JoSeph and Julia truglio — “Joe and Julia are 
dedicated parishioners. Daily Communicants, Joe 
is a Eucharistic Minister, altar server, and parish 
handyman. Julia bakes for parish events.” 
                    — Father Joseph J. Malloy, Pastor 

Saint gaBriel pariSh, StaMford: Mr. rocco 
longo — “Rocco is a stalwart of the parish. He 
helps in myriad ways, especially at liturgies and in 
the upkeep of the physical plant.” 
             — Father William M. Quinlan, Pastor 

Saint cecilia pariSh, StaMford: MrS. Marge 
BurnS — “Marge is a catechist, lector and 
Eucharistic Minister. She also visits local nursing 
homes.” 
                        — Father Bert Pinciaro, Pastor

Saint Bridget of ireland pariSh, StaMford: Mr. 
and MrS. JoSeph and kathleen rinaldi — “Joe 
and Kathy have served as catechists, co‐Presidents 
of our Parish Council, and coordinators of our 
recent Volunteer Fair.”
        — Father Edward McAuley, Administrator

Sacred heart pariSh, StaMford: MrS. franceS 
Bianco — “Fran inspires with great spirit! She 
works tirelessly with enthusiasm and humility as 
our Parish Council President to assure parish unity 
and charity.” 
                      — Father Alfonso Picone, Pastor

Saint Benedict-our lady of MontSerrat pariSh, 
StaMford: Mr. and MrS. roBert and carol 
Quell — “Bob and Carol have been faithful mem-
bers of our parish for many years. They are very 
active volunteers.” 
                       — Father Gustavo Falla, Pastor 

our lady Star of the Sea pariSh, StaMford: 
Mr. and MrS. gary and JaMie Shannon — 
“Jamie and Gary serve our parish with generous 
hearts. Their zeal, dedication, and warm personali-
ties are welcomed by all.” 
                         — Father Peter Smolik, Pastor

haitian aMerican catholic center, 
StaMford: MS. Magda lecky — “Magda is 
a woman of great faith and is a valued, loved, 
and respected member of the Haitian American 
Catholic Center.”     — Father Jean‐Rony Phillipe,  
    Director of the Haitian-American Catholic Center

catholic education, Bridgeport: Mr. 
and MrS. Stephen and carol Mclaughlin 
— “Steve and Carol met as teachers at St. 
Augustine School and have been married for 37 
years! They devote countless volunteer hours.”                    
— Sr. Mary Grace Walsh, Superintendent of Schools

dioceSe of Bridgeport, developMent office, 
Bridgeport: Mr. and MrS. Michael and cece 
donoghue — “Cece and Mike chaired the 2014 
ABA. Their dedication, hard work and generosity 
helped us go over goal!” 
— Mr. William McLean, Chief Development Officer

catholic charitieS, Bridgeport: Mr. don 
hickey — “Don has been an active member 
of the Merton House family for more than 15 
years. As a member of the advisory board, he has 
truly championed our cause.” 
                        — Mr. Al Barber, President

holy Spirit pariSh, StaMford: Mr. and MrS. 
diane and Joe Meehan — “Diane and Joe are 
committed in faith and action. Everyone in our 
parish is grateful for their generous spirit and litur-
gical support over the course of many years.” 
                 — Monsignor Kevin T. Royal, Pastor

BaSilica of Saint John the evangeliSt pariSh, 
StaMford: Mr. and MrS. alvina and lilian 
raMoS — “Lilian and Alvina are founding mem-
bers of the Legion of Mary chapter in our parish. 
Lilian is the president and Alvina is the secretary.”  
               — Father Terry Walsh, Administrator

holy naMe of JeSuS pariSh, StaMford: Mr. 
and MrS. arkadiuSZ and tereSa targonSki — 
“Arkadiusz has been involved in many parish con-
struction projects. He and his wife, Teresa, have a 
great love for the parish and offer many volunteer 
hours.”                 — Father Pawel Hrebenko, Pastor
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Saint leo pariSh, StaMford: Mr. JeroMe 
BoBinSki — “Jerry is a long time, and faithful 
member of our parish. He has served as an usher 
for many years, and is a volunteer for our annual 
parish fair.” 
                    — Father James D. Grosso, Pastor

2014 Saint Augustine Medal of Service

Saint JaMeS pariSh, Stratford: Mr. and MrS. 
JiM and andrea hodSka — “Jim and Andrea truly 
show our community how to live the Gospel. They 
have a deep spirit of compassion with which they 
lead outreach to the poor and needy.” 
                  — Father Thomas F. Lynch, Pastor

our lady of peace pariSh, Stratford: MrS. 
colleen SiMon — “Colleen has served our parish 
for many years, including teaching religious educa-
tion and leading outreach to the poor and hungry.” 
                      — Father Nicholas Pavia, Pastor

our lady of grace pariSh, Stratford: Mr. 
leonard poplaSki — “Leonard is an active mem-
ber of our Building and Grounds Committee. He 
has spent many hours in service to our parish, giv-
ing time, talent and treasure.” 
      — Monsignor Martin P. Ryan, Administrator

Saint Mark pariSh, Stratford: Mr. Mark 
nettleton — “Mark has served the parish as 
Eucharistic Minister, lector, annual bazaar worker 
and religious education teacher. He also volunteers 
his expertise as an electrician.” 
             — Father Donald A. Guglielmi, Pastor 

Saint Stephen pariSh, truMBull: Mr. roBert a. 
panZa  — “Bob is an active parishioner who has 
served St. Stephen in a number of ways, including 
Parish Trustee, lector and Eucharistic Minister. He 
is always ready to offer his help and expertise.” 
  — Father Christopher J. Samele, Administrator

Saint catherine of Siena pariSh, truMBull: 
MrS. Margaret lynch  — “For over thirty years, 
Margaret (Peggy) Lynch has been an active 
member of our parish. She is always willing to lend 
a hand and is a cherished member of our commu-
nity.”               — Monsignor Richard J. Shea, Pastor

chriSt the king pariSh, truMBull: Mr. John 
karoluS — “John Karolus serves our parish in 
material and spiritual ways. He heads our building 
and grounds committee and assists in our parish 
weekly Bible study.” 
                — Father Lawrence F. Carew, Pastor

Saint luke pariSh, weStport: Mr. and MrS. 
henry and winifred Shay — “Winnie and Henry 
exemplify the faithful ‘behind‐the‐scenes’ folks who 
contribute greatly to the life of a parish in quiet, 
unassuming ways.” 
                 — Monsignor Andrew Varga, Pastor

our lady of fatiMa pariSh, wilton: Mr. 
anthony ruggi — “Tony is extremely hard-work-
ing and humble. In addition to serving as Grand 
Knight of our Knights of Columbus, he is an 
usher, lector and Eucharistic Minister.” 
                  — Father Reginald Norman, Pastor

Saint thereSa pariSh, truMBull: Mr. and MrS. 
leonard and agneS farkaS — “Leonard and 
Agnes have been very active parishioners for many 
years. They are always willing to give of their time 
and talents with incredible generosity.” 
                      — Father Brian Gannon, Pastor

Saint franciS of aSSiSi pariSh, weSton: MrS. 
gina fleMing — “Gina has poured her heart and 
soul into our parish for many years. She gives gen-
erously of her time specializing in Confirmation 
preparation.” 
                      — Father Michael Dunn, Pastor

aSSuMption pariSh, weStport: MrS. helen 
clark thieMann — “Helen serves our parish 
with extraordinary compassion and joy. A daily 
Communicant, she also serves as altar server, sacris-
tan and Eucharistic Minister.” 
         — Father Lawrence Larson, Parochial Vicar

Saint Maurice pariSh, StaMford: Mr. and MrS. 
Matthew and MiriaM anderSon — “Matthew 
and Miriam host and direct the pre‐Baptism pro-
gram. As parents of two young boys, they share the 
faith in a vibrant and enthusiastic way.” 
                    — Father Alfred Riendeau, Pastor

holy naMe of JeSuS pariSh, Stratford: MrS. 
carol kaScak — “Carol has served as a catechist 
in our religious education program and has been a 
valuable part of our Christmas Pageant for many 
years.” 
                 — Father Andrew G. Marus, Pastor

Saint Mary pariSh, StaMford: Mr. and MrS. 
george w. and terry Schiff Jr. — “Through 
the Parish Finance Council or the Rosary Society, 
George and Teresa offer us an extraordinary exam-
ple of true apostleship.” 
                       — Father Gustavo Falla, Pastor
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World Youth Day
‘WYD Krakow 2016’ preparations begin

BRIDEPORT—Bishop Frank 
J. Caggiano invites everyone 
interested in learning more about 
World Youth Day Krakow 

2016 to attend an informational 
meeting on Friday, December 
12, from 5-6:45 pm at Kolbe 
Cathedral High School. The 
Diocese of Bridgeport will be 
making pilgrimage to WYD 2016 
from July 22-August 2, 2016. 
Although 2016 seems like a long 
way away, planning is already 
well under way.

Following the December 12 

informational meeting, attend-
ees will join the bishop at St. 
Augustine Cathedral for a Mass 
in honor of the Feast of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe. The meeting is 
for parents, youth group leaders, 
teens—anyone who is interested 
in WYD 2016. 

“This pilgrimage will be an 
amazing adventure to see Pope 
Francis and be with over one-mil-
lion other young Catholics from 
all around the world,” said 
Julie Rodgers, MCR, director of 
youth ministry for the Diocese 

of Bridgeport. “We will have the 
opportunity to connect and grow 
deeper in faith, as we celebrate 
Our Lord’s Great Divine Mercy.” 

The planned WYD pilgrimage 
with Bishop Caggiano will encom-
pass far more than the WYD 2016 
events themselves. The diocesan 
delegation will visit the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Sorrows—the 
largest Marian Shrine in Poland—
for a retreat with the bishop to 
spiritually prepare for the week 
ahead. From there, they will 
head to Czestochowa, home of 
the renowned icon of the Black 
Madonna, and take a day trip 
to Auschwitz, the German con-
centration camp where millions 
lost their lives, including Saints 
Maximilian Kolbe and Edith 
Stein.

“Dube travel has reserved the 
best youth hostel in Krakow for 
our diocese,” Rodgers said. “The 
diocese has 300 spots in a loca-
tion central to World Youth Day 
activities.” 

Chris Dube, who has been 
back and forth to Poland regular-

ly while planning the pilgrimage, 
will make the presentation at the 
December 12 meeting. “Dube 
Travel will get you really excited 
to go,” Rodgers said. 

The events of World Youth 
Day, including catechesis, prayer 
and cultural events, will culminate 
with the Stations of the Cross 
led by Pope Francis and the clos-
ing Mass with the Holy Father 
as principal celebrant on July 
31. One more day with Bishop 
Caggiano and a visit to the home 
town of Edith Stein will complete 
the pilgrimage. They head home 
on August 2, 2016.

“The diocese and Dube 
Travel have partnered together 
for this encounter with the uni-
versal Church and Our Lord,” 
says Rodgers. “We have already 
launched the registration site. 
Registration is open! We’re head-
ed for World Youth Day!”

(For more info, come to the  
meeting on Friday, December 12, 
starting at 5 pm, or contact Julie 
Rodgers: youthministry@diobpt.org  
or 203.416.1449)           n

DANBURY—“Whatever 
you enjoy doing every day will 
be the avenue to your success,” 
WNYW Fox 5 News Anchor 
Ernie Anastos said October 30, at 
the Annual Catholic Charities of 
Danbury Celebrity Breakfast.

Noting that most people 
want “more, better or different,” 
Anastos said that a life in pur-
suit of success can leave people 
feeling empty if they live without 
a higher purpose. “Don’t just 
strive for success, strive for signif-
icance.”

The event, with its Greek 
themed breakfast in honor of 
Anastos, raised $60,000 to 
support the work of Catholic 
Charities in the greater Danbury 
area. It was recorded and some 
of it will be used on the 6 pm 
broadcast of “Positively Ernie” 
on WNYW-TV.

The Emmy Award winning 
news anchor said the advice came 
from his grammar school teacher 
and he often shares it with young 
people as he encourages them to 
“follow their passion” in life.

Speaking to a gathering of 
more than 300 friends of Catholic 
Charities of Danbury in the 

Ernie Anastos: Positive on faith and community
Amber Room, the Hall of Fame 
broadcaster said that his Greek 
Orthodox faith has always been 
an important part of his life.

“God is number one in my 
life. I can’t imagine living a life 
without faith,” said Anastos in 
a talk that mixed humor and 
wisdom. He was introduced 
by Danbury Mayor, Mark 
Boughton, who proclaimed 
October 30 as “Positively Ernie 
Anastos Day” in the city.

Anastos has ties to Danbury 
through his late grandfather who 
was a priest at Assumption Greek 
Orthodox Church on Clapboard 
Ridge Road in the city.

Mayor Boughton also praised 
the work of Catholic Charities 
for helping to serve “the 580,000 
people who live in the ten towns 
of the greater Danbury region.

Anastos, who grew up in 
Nashua New Hampshire, fell 
in love with radio as a boy and 
practiced being an announcer in 
a pretend studio. He got his first 
break hosting a Saturday show 
for teens on WOTW, a station 
that he later bought.

His first real job was at 
WRKO, Boston’s biggest radio 

station, where he was asked 
to change his name to Ernie 
Andrews. “Anastos” was a bit 
too ethnic, so Ernie reluctantly 
changed his on-air name with 
his father’s blessing. But when 
he landed his big break in TV on 
Channel 12 in Providence, he 
restored his real name, which has 
since become a household name 
in the northeast.

Anastos clearly enjoyed work-
ing the audience and asking ques-
tions of those in attendance.

“I love being with live peo-
ple,” he quipped, noting that 
millions watch Fox News or get 
it through digital sites but he 

never really knows 
who’s watching. “I 
focus on my Aunt 
Eva who lives on 
Park Avenue in 

Bridgeport, because I know she’s 
watching every night.”

Anastos said he was excited 

about the opportunity to design 
and host “Positively Ernie,” an 
upbeat newscast that focuses on 
positive stories. He urged those 
in attendance not to be over-
whelmed by negative news but to 
try to make a difference in their 
own communities.

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
delivered the invocation and 
Fr. Samuel V. Scott, pastor of 
St. Joseph Church in Danbury, 
offered the welcome. The 
Reverend Peter Karloutsos of 
Assumption Greek Orthodox 
Church gave the final blessing.

Amber Room Chef Chris 
Hatzsis paid tribute to Anastos 
with a Greek themed breakfast 
including miniature parfaits of 
Greek yogurt, Galaktoboureki 
(Green pastry filled with cream) 
and a toasted baguette with 
grilled tomato, feta cheese and a 
Loukaniko (sausage) garnish.

The Fall Celebrity Breakfast 
was co-chaired by Catholic 
Charities Advisory Board mem-
bers Lisa Donovan, of Saint 
Edward the Confessor Parish, 
New Fairfield, Claudia Menezes 
and Sally Savoia, both of St. 
Mary Parish in Ridgefield.         n

Join Bishop Caggiano 
on the Diocese of Bridgeport 
Pilgrimage to World Youth 

Day in Poland
July 22-August 1, 2016 

Bishop Frank Caggiano invites  
the youth and young adults (ages 16-35) 
of the Diocese of Bridgeport to join him 
on a pilgrimage of a lifetime…we have 

already reserved 300 spots! 
Don’t miss this amazing adventure

to meet Pope Francis
and millions of other young Catholics 

from around the world.

To view the itinerary, FAQs
or to register, go to: www.signup4.

net/public/ap.aspx?EID=WYD-
K22E&OID=50

Scholarships available.
For more info email Julie Rodgers 

at: youthministry@diobpt.org 
or call 203.416.1449

DANBURY MAYOR Mark 
Boughton proclaimed October 30 as 
“Positively Ernie Anastos Day.”
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Editorial

M
y wife thinks I’m 
funny. That’s lucky 
for me, since the 
wisest advice I ever 

got about marriage was to keep 
her laughing. So far, so good. 

She wishes I would use this 
space more often to make you 
laugh. That’s easier said than 
done, but here are a few things 
lately that have tickled my funny 
bone. Maybe you’ll get a kick out 
of them, too.

On Election Day, I took 
Patrick, who’s six, into the poll-
ing place to show him how our 
great democracy works.

“These are the people running 
for the various important offices,” 
I said. “We’ll fill in the bubbles 
next to the names of the ones we 
want to vote for, put the paper in 
the machine, and whoever gets 
the most votes wins.” 

He looked the ballot over 
thoughtfully. “Where’s Broko 
Bomo?” he asked.

“I’m sorry, who?”
“Broko Bomo. You know, the 

president.”
“Wow. Very good. Aren’t 

you smart? Ba-rack O-ba-ma 
doesn’t have to run this time 
around, though. This is just for 

Connecticut.”
“Oh. Soooooo . . . where’s 

your name?” 
The boy has faith in my abil-

ity to run the state. That alone 
should get you giggling. On the 
way home he told me he liked the 
smell of my “oderant”—which 
makes a fair amount of sense if 
you think about it. He also volun-
teered that he likes how my hair 
looks after I get out of the shower 
but before I put “ghel” in it—his 
preferred pronunciation is with a 
hard “g”. After my famous locks 
are styled, he says, they look too 
“pinecorny.”

It’s called the wet look, but 
whatever, bud. 

All Sally wants to do is drive. 
At two, she has become a toddler 
of action. She rages against the 
five-point harness of her car seat, 
hollering “I want dwife! I want 
dwife!” That’s Sally-speak for, 
“Move over pal, I got this.” 

“Sally, you’re too little to drive,” 
I say. “Besides, who’s the boss?”

“Daddy bosssss,” she 
announces, smiling with evident 

pride. It’s good to know someone 
around here understands who’s 
really steering the ship.  

Eight year-old Magdalena told 
me over dinner one night that she 
likes school, where she gets to 
learn about the “soup.” 

“I’m sorry. Didn’t hear you. 
Did you say soup?” 

“Yeah, Daddy, you know—
the Soup Indians?”

Clara is now officially a 
“tween,” so laughing at her 
expense is off limits for the time 
being. We have entered a new era 
with new rules. Rule #1: If Dad’s 
not confused, then he’s not paying 
attention. On a good day, though, 
my insane-and-off-the-chain Solid 
Gold dance moves can still crack 
that little lady’s code. 

Speaking of code—my father, 
who likes a good laugh himself, 
is flummoxed by the Internet. 
Social networking is especial-
ly vexing. He knows about 
Facebook and Twitter, only he 
calls them Facepage and Twixt. 
Don’t let him catch you looking 
at your phone. “You came all this 

way to visit me and now you’re 
twixting about it?”

Laughter is the ballast of love. 
It keeps you upright when the 
wind is trying hard to push you 
over. It keeps you afloat when 
the seas change without warning. 
It keeps you on course when the 
current is dragging you into the 
deep, dark ocean. 

Let it do its job.
I try to laugh every day, even 

if I have to look in the mirror—
or at my bank balance—to do 
it. With mirth and laughter let 
old wrinkles come. I hope I die 
laughing.

There is no sound more pleas-
ing to my heart than the sound 
of my wife’s laughter. When a 
giggle sneaks up and grabs her 
without warning . . . well, I wish 
I could bottle it. I wish, too, I 
could remember just what had us 
laughing so hard that once when 
we could both barely breathe.

Maybe it was something I 
said. Maybe you had to be there.

(Follow Matt on Twitter  
@matthennessey.)          n

a dad’s View

by Matthew hennessey

Matthew Hennessey and
his family are parishioners  
of St. Aloysius in New Canaan.

No Way to Overdose on the Best Medicine 

guest ColuMnist

by aRChbishoP leonaRd blaiR

Archbishop Leonard Blair is the 
archbishop for the Archdiocese of 
Hartford. His column on Assisted 
Suicide is being run in all three 
dioceses this month.

True and false compassion

B
efore you know it, 
2015 will be here. Of 
great concern at the 
start of the new year 

will undoubtedly be a renewed 
attempt to introduce assisted sui-
cide legislation in Connecticut. 
The bishops and our Connecticut 
Catholic Conference, together 
with many other groups, will be 
striving to defeat this measure 
because we believe that it is 
based on false arguments, it is 
unnecessary and it is destructive 
of human life and dignity. As an 
offense against God, the Author 
of life, assisted suicide can only 
lead to our diminishment as 

human beings and to a bad out-
come for our society.

I will be asking all of you 
to stand up and be counted in 
resisting the efforts to pass this 
legislation.

An argument will be made by 
the proponents of assisted sui-
cide that this is a compassionate 
thing to do, but the reality is far 
different. In the words of the U.S. 
bishops: “True compassion alle-
viates suffering while maintaining 
solidarity with those who suffer. 
It does not put lethal drugs into 
their hands and abandon them to 
their suicidal impulses or to the 
self-serving motives of others who 

may want them dead.”
It is argued that physically, 

people should not have to endure 
the excruciating pain and suf-
fering that may accompany a 
terminal illness. The fact is that 
modern pain management, more 
and more widely acknowledged 
and practiced, is very effective in 
meeting this challenge. What we 
need to do, and can do, is to kill 
the pain, not the patient.

I should add that opposition 
to suicide does not mean that a 
person is obliged to undergo med-
ical procedures that, in the words 
of the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, are “over-zealous,” that is 
to say, “burdensome, dangerous, 
extraordinary or disproportionate 
to the expected outcome” (no. 
2278). There is a great moral dif-
ference, however, between refus-
ing such treatments and commit-
ting suicide.

It is also argued that mentally 
and emotionally, people should 
not have to be plagued by fears 
of losing control or being a 
burden. But that is why a truly 
compassionate society, medical 

profession, family and Church 
community are present: to rise 
to the challenge of palliative 
care that includes hospice and 
specialty consultation, spiritual 
support, family counseling and 
other assistance. Again, to quote 
the U.S. bishops: “People who 
request death are vulnerable. 
They need care and protection. 
To offer them lethal drugs is 
a victory not for freedom, but 
for the worst form of neglect. 
Such abandonment is especially 
irresponsible when society is 
increasingly aware of elder abuse 
and other forms of mistreatment 
and exploitation of vulnerable 
persons.”

Legalizing suicide has proven 
to be a slippery slope to eutha-
nasia and to broader application 
than terminal illness. In Holland, 
what began as suicide for those in 
“unbearable suffering” who vol-
untarily requested it now extends 
to patients without their knowl-
edge or consent, and to those 
who are said to have “psychic 
suffering,” or “potential disfig-
urement of personality.” Among 

this group is a disproportionate 
number of the most vulnerable – 
the poor, the elderly, the mentally 
ill and the disabled. The Royal 
Dutch Medical Association even-
tually concluded that doctors 
should be allowed to perform 
euthanasia on patients who are 
not ill but are “suffering through 
living.” In Switzerland, “suicide 
because of old age” is now per-
mitted. In our own country, there 
are those who want to broaden 
the agenda to include chronic ill-
ness and disability.

And it is sobering to note 
that in Oregon, a decade after its 
law allowing physician-assisted 
suicide took effect, suicide had 
become “the leading cause of 
injury death” and “the second 
leading cause of death among 
Oregonians ages 15-34.” The sui-
cide rate in Oregon in 2010 was 
41 percent higher than the nation-
al average—without counting 
physician-assisted suicides of seri-
ously ill patients, which Oregon 
law does not allow to be counted 
as suicides.

Ernie Anastos: Positive on faith and community
➤ continued on page 25
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Religious Education
RIVERSIDE—At St. 

Catherine of Siena Parish, during 
the religious education year 2013-
14, every child in grades one 
through five had the opportunity 
to enjoy a one-on-one visit from 
Jesus during the school year. On 
each class day, one child from 
each grade was given a framed 
picture of Jesus to take home until 
their next scheduled class. 

“Each grade from one through 
five had a different image of 
Jesus,” explained Director of 
Religious Education Janis Pataky, 
who got the images from Google 
and from pictures in the parish 
office and had them framed. 

After a brief “visit,” to their 
home, each child brought Jesus 
back to class and Jesus went to 
another classmate’s home. 

Jesus put in a lot of travel time 
and saw a lot of families during 
the school year. 

Ashton in grade four took Jesus 
to Miami on a fishing trip. He said 
they caught lots of fish and they 
attributed their large catch to Jesus 
being with them in the boat… just 
like Jesus helped the Apostles fill 
their nets with fish!

When Jesus comes to your house

Bridgeport.edu

elong here.

“I landed a great internship.”- Arushi Vashishta,‘15   
   COMPUTER ENGINEERING

With more than 125 innovative programs, the University of Bridgeport 
makes it easier for you to become the person you always wanted to be. 

Experience UB’s state-of-the-art learning facilities, industry-experienced 
faculty, and career-focused curriculum delivered in a small-class setting. 
Take the first step to a rewarding career and becoming the person you 
always wanted to be at the University of Bridgeport.

B R I D G E P O R T  •  S T A M F O R D  •  W A T E R B U R Y

Sean in grade two put Jesus on 
his mom’s night table to help her 
have a comfortable, restful night’s 
sleep. Mom had just come home 
from the hospital where she had a 
restless, uncomfortable night. 

This religious education year, 
Mary is going home with a student 
each week. Just as with Jesus, each 
grade has a different image of Mary.

October 8 was first-grader 
Nicole Santana’s birthday and 
she had the honor of taking Mary 
home for a whole week. The first 
grade image shows Mary loving-
ly cuddling her newborn baby. 
Nicole and her family took Mary 
and baby Jesus out to dinner with 
them. Nicole also knew her grade 
one prayers and she was awarded 
a Lamb of God stuffed animal. 

Stay tuned for more on Mary’s 
journeys for the upcoming year. 

Jesus was very busy
Jesus was very busy last year. 

In addition to his visits with 
Ashton and Sean, he coved a lot 
of events:
• With a grade three student, 

Jesus attended a soccer game. 
• Jesus had supper at many family 

tables, just like we have supper 

at Jesus’ table when we receive 
the Eucharist at weekly Mass.

• Most popular location for 
Jesus and Mary is watching 
over sleeping children. 

• Jesus went out to trick or treat 
on Halloween. I wonder if he 
got candy too!

• Drew, grade 4, prayed with 
Jesus before his football game 

and his team won the game.
• Brothers Chris, grade two and 

Mike in grade five, take Tae 
Kwan Do. They brought Jesus 
to watch; Jesus sat on the wall 
during their class.

• A grade five student said that 

having Jesus at his house made 
him feel good!

• Julia, grade two, made a bed 
for Jesus and covered him up 
with a blanket to keep him 
warm through the night.

• In grade five, Jesus attended 

Sunday Mass then went to 
Grandmother’s house for 
breakfast.

• Karenna, grade five, invited 
Jesus to celebrate her mother’s 
birthday. They lit candles and 
sang Happy Birthday.           n

ISAAC DCRUZ, GRADE TWO, kept Jesus on the dining 
table during lunch. “It reminded me of Indian hospitality, 
where a guest is invited to partake in any meal,” said his 
mother, grade one catechist Jacintha Dcruz. After lunch Isaac 
placed Jesus on the piano and played him the song “You Are 
My Sunshine.”
ON HER BIRTHDAY, first-grader Nicole Santana (l) had the 
honor of taking Mary home for a whole week.
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By PAT hENNESSy

“Never refer to youth as 
the future of the Church. They 
ARE the Church,” proclaims 
a quote from World Vision’s 
30-Hour Famine Facebook page. 
The quote—and accompanying 
photo—belong to Father Michael 
Boccaccio, pastor of St. Philip 
Parish in Norwalk. 

“The incredible folks from St. 
Philip’s Parish have raised over 
$200,000 for the #30HF!” says 
the site, adding that World Vision 
is “inspired by the way their 
entire community rallies around 
its youth for the Famine.”

In October, Father Boccaccio, 
youth minister Kali DeMarco, and 
Michael Pappas, a “graduate” of 
St. Philip’s 30-Hour Famine (now 
a religion teacher at St. Joseph 
High School in Trumbull), were 
invited as guests to visit World 
Vision’s U.S. headquarters in 
Seattle, Wash. “It was a huge, 
huge honor,” says DeMarco. 
“They flew us out there to work 
with World Vision on making the 
30-Hour Famine better known to 
Catholic parishes.”

Currently, only nine parishes 
in Connecticut take part in the 
Famine.

World Vision is a global 
Christian relief, development 
and advocacy organization. 
Its approach to development is 

focused on improving the well-be-
ing of children, especially the 
most vulnerable. A commitment 
to sustainability is at the heart of 
all its projects, helping poor com-
munities to take charge of their 
future through small business 
loans and training. 

“They’re invited to an area 
and they talk to local elders,” 
explains DeMarco. “The villagers 
may need access to water, bet-
ter farming or a school. World 
Vision works with them to con-
struct the infrastructure.”

As an example, she points to 
a 2007 project where five stu-
dents, including a young Michael 
Pappas, went to Malawi, Africa, 
to work on a fish-farming project 
with World Vision. The farms 
now provide both food and 
income to villagers.

The 30-Hour Famine began at 
St. Philip in 2004 with an idea, a 
small bunch of kids, and heaps of 
enthusiasm. In 2014, the 30-Hour 
Famine drew 128 teens and 90 
volunteers from Norwalk and 
beyond. The teens come from all 
denominations and some with no 
religious faith at all. The Famine 
has proved so popular that mid-
dle-school students asked to be 
included in a Mini-Famine, and 
younger students now take part in 
a Micro-Mini Famine during the 
weekend. 

In 2014, 26 middle school 

30-Hour Famine  
gains national attention

To our families,
Monuments  
and Markers 

Are available 
for purchase

through any of our 
Catholic Cemetery 

Offices. 

Call for an appointment 
or visit us.

We can give you a FREE  
estimate on adding an inscription 
to your existing family monument.

Catholic Cemeteries Diocese of Bridgeport
Administrative Office, Catholic Center

    238 Jewett Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06606

(

Cemetery OffiCes
BRIDGEPORT-STRATFORD
 St. Michael Cemetery
 2205 Stratford Avenue
 Stratford, CT 06615
 (203) 378-0404

DANBURY
 St. Peter Cemetery
 71 Lake Avenue Extension 
 Danbury, CT 06810
 (203) 743-9626

DARIEN
 St. John Cemetery
 25 Camp Avenue 
 Darien, CT 06820
 (203) 322-0455

GREENWICH
 St. Mary - Putnam Cemetery
 399 North Street 
 Greenwich, CT 06830
 (203) 869-4828
 (203) 869-7026

NEWTOWN
 Resurrection Cemetery
 c/o Gate of Heaven Cemetery
 1056 Daniels Farm Road  
 Trumbull, CT 06611
 (203) 268-5574

NORWALK
 St. John - St. Mary Cemetery
 223 Richards Avenue 
 Norwalk, CT 06850
 (203) 838-4271

STAMFORD
 Queen of Peace Cemetery
 c/o St. John Cemetery
 25 Camp Avenue
 Darien, CT 06820
 (203) 322-0455

TRUMBULL
 Gate of Heaven Cemetery
 1056 Daniels Farm Road  
 Trumbull, CT 06611
 (203) 268-5574

WESTPORT
 Assumption, Greens Farms
 Assumption, Kings Highway
 c/o St. John Cemetery
 223 Richards Avenue
 Norwalk, CT 06850
 (203) 838-4271

and 12 Micro-Mini youngsters 
joined in shortened versions of 
the Famine.

Seven teens were in charge 
of planning and running the 
30-Hour Famine. As they 
do every year, the teens met 
on Norwalk Green at 9 am 
and began “The Walk” to St. 
Philip’s in honor of the “Night 
Walkers”—orphaned children, 
escaping war—in Uganda. Bishop 
Frank J. Caggiano was the 
keynote speaker at the opening 
event. The teens then broke into 
small group for games, learning 
activities, and local service proj-
ects. Midday prayer and evening 
prayer kept them motivated.

“We are moving every sec-
ond of the day,” says DeMarco. 
“That’s the only way they can 
keep from thinking about how 
hungry they are.”

“Lights Out” comes at 1 am 
after a strenuous day. The teens 
continue their fast the next morn-
ing, closing the 30-Hour Famine 
at a 10 am Mass. 

“They break their fast with 
the Eucharist. That’s beyond 
powerful,” says DeMarco. Non-
Catholic teens come up for a 
blessing at Communion. “We 
had two Jewish teens this year. 
I explained the Mass and the 
symbolism, and they found it 
extremely moving.”

Because these are teenagers, 

after all, the weekend ends with a 
huge breakfast in the mansion on 
St. Philip’s grounds.

This year, the teens and sup-
porters raised $32,741 for World 
Vision, $5,000 for Catholic Relief 
Services and $2,550 for Hope for 
Ariang, an elementary school in 
war-torn Sudan. Hunger doesn’t 
only exist halfway across the 

world. Realizing that hunger also 
exists in their own backyard, they 
also donated $7,962 for Manna 
House, a shelter and soup kitchen 
in Norwalk.

“Taking part in the 30-Hour 
Famine changes teens,” says 
DeMarco. “It makes them agents 
of change forever, not just for a 
weekend.”          n

Clearly, the morality of 
Western civilization that has 
governed health care is now at 
a crossroads. I say “Western 
civilization” because it is not 
just a matter of Judeo-Christian 
religious beliefs. It was the pagan 
Greek world that gave us the 
so-called “Oath of Hippocrates,” 
which, according to the American 
Medical Association (AMA), 
“has remained in Western civili-
zation as an expression of ideal 
conduct for the physician.” One 
of the tenets of the original oath 
from ancient Greece reads: “I will 
neither give a deadly drug to any-
body who asked for it, nor will I 
make a suggestion to this effect.” 

The AMA’s Code of Ethics, 
and that of the American Nurses 

Association (ANA) both prohibit 
participation in physician-assisted 
suicide.

In 1995, Pope St. John Paul 
the Great warned that “a new 
cultural climate is developing and 
taking hold, which gives crimes 
against life a new and—if possi-
ble—even more sinister character, 
giving rise to further grave con-
cern: broad sectors of public opin-
ion justify certain crimes against 
life in the name of the rights of 
individual freedom, and on this 
basis they claim not only exemp-
tion from punishment but even 
authorization by the State, so that 
these things can be done with 
total freedom and indeed with the 
free assistance of health-care sys-
tems” (Evangelium vitae, 4).

What is emerging is a militant 
secularism that affirms man’s 
absolute autonomy, cut off from 
any relationship with a transcen-
dent authority. This represents 
nothing less than an attempt to 
redefine the human person with-
out reference to any God-given 
law or even to human nature as 
traditionally understood.

It has often been said that the 
Roman Catholic Church is the 
last great moral institution in 
the Western world to resist these 
forces in a principled, coherent 
and forceful manner. Let us work 
and pray that with God’s help 
our efforts will succeed.

(For more data on assisted suicide, 
go to the U.S. bishops’ website at 
www.USCCB.org.)         n

tRue and false fRom page 23
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El Sínodo y los Hispanos Católicos 

Iglesia Santa Maria  
Feria Navideña
Extraordinaria selección de artículos religiosos:  
libros, rosarios, tarjetas de Navidad, misterios, decoraciones, 
música, rompecabezas, regalos para niños, coronas y candelas  
de Adviento arte religioso ¡y mucho mas!
Disponibilidad de envolverle sus regalos.
Además tendremos manualidades para los niños mientras  
lo padres hace sus compras.

Sábado, noviembre 22, de 9am - 9pm
Domingo, noviembre 23, de 9am - 4pm

En el Gimnasio de nuestra  
Escuela de Religión
669 West Avenue
Norwalk  
Connecticut 
06850

PoR PADRE GUSTAVO FALLA

En septiembre 28 de este 
año, el Señor Obispo Frank J. 
Caggiano sostuvo la primera de 
cuatro Consultas Sinodales con 
la comunidad Católica de habla 
hispana, ofreciendo así una valio-
sa oportunidad para que laicos 
y clero expresen sus opiniones 
y compartan sus ideas acerca de 
su realidad pastoral actual. Una 
oportunidad como esta no se pre-
senta muy a menudo en la vida 
de una diócesis, por tanto, lo que 
se comparte en dichas audiencias 
muy seguramente tendrá un gran 
efecto en la pastoral del futuro.

Los siguientes son algunos de 
los temas prevalentes hasta ahora:

Unidad de Criterio en la 
Pastoral Parroquial: Se ha expre-
sado una preocupación por lo que 
aparenta ser una falta de unidad 
de criterios pastorales entre pa- 
rroquias que sirven a los his-
panos, expresada a menudo a 
través de una implícita competen-
cia negativa, entre otras cosas. Es 
necesario fortalecer la unidad y 
trabajar en la coordinación de la 
pastoral hispana.

Escuelas Católicas y 
Educación en la Fe: A pesar de 
que es grande el deseo de educar 

Pastor: Fr. Greg J. Markey
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Richard G. Cipolla
In Residence: Fr. Paul N. Check, Director of Courage

Deacon Stephan Genovese
Choirmaster: David J. Hughes

Confessions: Monday-Friday: 11:30-12noon; Wednesday: 6:30-6:50pm; Saturday 3:00-4:30pm 

Sunday Masses: 8:00am, 9:30am Extraordinary Form Solemn High Mass,  

11:30am Ordinary Form High Mass, 1:15pm in Spanish

November 16: Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost: Missa L’homme armé (Ockeghem); 
De profundis (Palestrina); Ave Maria (Guerrero)

November 23: Twenty-Fourth & Last Sunday after Pentecost:  Missa La sol fa re mi (Josquin) 
De profundis/A custodia matutina (Lassus); Prelude on Deo Gratias (Willan);  
Introduction, Passacaglia & Fugue (Willan)

November 30: First Sunday of Advent:  Missa sine nomine à 6 (Palestrina); 
Ad te levavi animam meam (Gesualdo); Erunt signa in sole (Guerrero)

December 7: Second Sunday of Advent: Missa Gaude Barbara (Morales); 
Alleluia. Laetatus sum (Isaac); Conditor alme siderum (Lassus); Ecce Dominus veniet (Victoria)

Monday, December 8, 5:30 p.m.: The Feast of the Immaculate Conception:  
Missa Ave sanctissima Maria (La Rue); Ave cujus conceptio/Ave vera virginitas (Ludford); 
Fantaisie-Improvisation sur l’Ave maris stella (Tournemire)

Saint Mary’S ChurCh 
“The Mother Church of Norwalk”  |  669 West Ave., Norwalk  |  Est. 1848  |  www.stmarynorwalk.net  |  203.866.5546

a los hijos en la fe, los padres 
de familia encuentran que sus 
hijos tienen muy poco chance de 

estudiar en las escuelas Católicas 
debido a su alto costo. Los fieles 
contribuyen a las finanzas de las 
escuelas Católicas a través de sus 
parroquias pero sus hijos reciben 
poco o ningún beneficio.

Evangelización y Formación 
en la Fe: Haciendo eco al lla-
mado del Papa Francisco, se ha 
manifestado una preocupación 
por la nueva evangelización. 
Se entiende que dicha evangeli-
zación debe brotar del esfuerzo 
entre fieles laicos y clero pero se 
necesita una mejor formación. 
Repetidamente, se ha identificado 
a movimientos como el Cursillo 
de Cristiandad como un valor de 

mayor importancia que necesita 
fortalecerse a nivel de parroquias. 
De otra parte, en algunos casos, 

se hace evidente el rechazo a la 
religiosidad popular que tanto 
ayuda a despertar la fe entre la 
gente sencilla.

Familia y Juventud: La familia 
es vista como blanco principal de 
los ataques que la cultura hace a 
los católicos. La superficialidad 
en la preparación prematrimonial, 
la práctica de la contracepción, 
la dualidad en la práctica de la 
moral, la violencia doméstica, la 
unión libre, el divorcio, el aborto, 
la manipulación de la información 
llevada a cabo por los medios de 
comunicación y la cultura secular, 
en general, hacen cada día más 
difícil la unidad de la familia y su 

impacto positivo en la juventud. 
Los jóvenes católicos son arras-
trados por las corrientes de hoy 
y encuentran poco apoyo en sus 
comunidades de fe, sobretodo en 
las parroquias.

Crecimiento Espiritual: Se hace 

evidente la necesidad de una reno-
vación en la pastoral parroquial 
que debe proveer oportunidades 
para el crecimiento espiritual de 
los creyentes. Se pide mejorar 
en el campo de la homilética, la 
cercanía del clero hacia los fieles 
y la promoción de la unidad entre 
grupos parroquiales. 

El Señor Obispo ha repeti-

do, en varias ocasiones, que no 
podemos quedarnos en la simple 
identificación de los problemas 
que nos aquejan sino que, como 
fruto de la oración, debemos 
esforzarnos por mejorar al pro-
poner soluciones y construir 

puentes entre quienes trabajan 
para el Señor y la sociedad en la 
que vivimos. 

(La Segunda Consulta Sinodal 
en español se llevará a cabo en enero 
11 de 2015, de 2-4 pm. El lugar 
para esta reunión será anunciado 
próximamente. La Tercera y Cuarta 
Consultas serán en febrero 28 y mayo 
16, respectivamente.)           n
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203.377.7908 www.magtypecr.com
MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE THE FAIRFIELD COUNTY CATHOLIC DISCOUNT!

Back to School - Time to get your PC & Mac 
refreshed and ready for the school year!

Computer Systems, Networks, Email, 
Internet, Training & Tutoring

MUNICIPAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE • LICENSED & INSURED

• CATCH BASIN CLEANING
• HIGH VELOCITY WATER JETTING
• LARGE DIAMETER POWER RODDING

• TV PIPE INSPECTION
• AIR TESTING
• JET RODDING
• VACTOR SERVICE

377-8704
or

1-800-422-3724
Office: 534 Surf Avenue • Stratford

RESIDENTIAL EMERGENCY DRAIN CLEANING

CATHOLIC PROFESSIONAL NETWORK

Buying Baseball Cards 
and  Signed Memorabilia

Call Lenny Svelnys 
203.392.4470 to set up an appointment

WANTED Regency 
Limousine Inc.

Door to Door 
24 Hours a day

All Airports, Piers, & Theatres
New York City - 

Corporate Accounts
Wedding & Special Occasions

Chauffeured Lincoln 
Limousines 

& Regency Town Car Sedans

Anytime, Anywhere

1-800-243-5606
www.regencylimousine.com

Licensed by CT D.O.T. 

¿Qué instrumento tocas tú?
rados por él para el beneficio de 
nuestra Iglesia. 

Pude reconocer entre los 
presentes muchos rostros y al 
saludarlos tener la oportunidad 
de preguntarles, ¿qué instrumento 
tocas tú? ¿A qué espiritualidad te 
ha llamado el Señor? ¿Portador 
de qué carisma eres tú? Fue una 
oportunidad muy especial de 
encontrar la inmensa riqueza que 
la Iglesia guarda. Un palpar en 
primera persona el misterio de la 
unidad en la diversidad. 

Si bien la vida cristiana en 
términos generales podría ser 
igual para todas las personas, 
Dios en su amor nos invita a 
tener una relación personal e 
íntima con él. Dios conociendo 
a cada uno de nosotros nos invi-
ta a relacionarnos con él desde 
quienes somos, desde quien él ha 
creado en cada uno de nosotros. 
Así el llamado universal a la san-
tidad se hace personal, cada uno 
de nosotros está invitado a reco-
rrerlo por un camino específico 
y poniendo al servicio los dones 
que el Señor nos ha regalado. 

Me llene de esperanza al confir-
mar como Dios sale al encuentro 
de las necesidades de cada Iglesia 
local, al encontrar alrededor de 

PoR DANIELA 
NEUENSCHWANDER, MCR

Convocados por nuestro obis-
po, Monseñor Frank Caggiano, el 
domingo 7 de septiembre nos re- 
unimos en la catedral de Bridgeport 
miembros de movimientos eclesia- 
les, sociedades de vida apostóli-
ca y comunidades. El encuentro 
se inició con la exposición del 
Santísimo Sacramento, seguida-
mente rezamos el santo rosario 
en distintas lenguas, cada misterio 
fue dirigido por representantes 
de los diversos grupos presentes. 
Fue muy especial saber que todos 
estábamos unidos por el lenguaje 
común y universal de nuestra fe 
en un mismo Señor presente en la 
Eucaristía. 

Durante su homilía, Monseñor 
Caggiano presentó una analogía 
entre la belleza de una orquesta 
en la cual cada músico tocan-
do un instrumento diferente se 
deja guiar por el director de la 
orquesta para poder generar una 
armonía. Los músicos somos 
cada uno de nosotros, quienes 
convocados a vivir un carisma 
particular debemos dejarnos guiar 
por el Espíritu Santo quien unirá 
todos estos hermosos dones inspi-

300 personas alegres y agradeci-
das por el don propio y el ajeno 
y dispuestas a servir en lo que se 
necesite. Monseñor Caggiano nos 
alentó mucho a vivir la unidad 
entre nosotros para poder generar 
la armonía necesaria. Para poder 
lograr esto recientemente el Padre 
Peter Towsley fue nombrado 
Vicario para Evangelización y 
Delegado Episcopal para movi-
mientos eclesiales, acompañémoslo 
en su misión con el testimonio de 
nuestras oraciones y nuestro servi-
cio generoso.  

(Daniela Neuenschwander, MCR 
is the local superior of the Marian 
Community of Reconciliation, also 
known as the Fraternas. In 2011, the 
Community celebrated its 20th anni-
versary and received approval from 
the Vatican.)                  n

FAIRFIELD—In November, the St. Thomas Aquinas 
Catholic School Human Relations Committee collected sup-
plies for Project from the Heart to donate to our troops. The 
care package materials, which consisted of toiletries, writing 
material, sunscreen and some favorite snacks, were presented 
to the Project from the Heart administrators during the school’s 
Veteran’s Day Assembly on November 11.

The students reached their goal of providing at least 50 care 
packages for soldiers in various locations. The Saint Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic School Human Relations Committee is dedi-
cated to helping their school community acknowledge our troops 
and veterans.       n

Project from  
the heart
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Youth
Eagle Scouts recognized

Eagle Scout is the highest rank 
attainable in the Boy Scouts of 
America. Requirements include 
earning at least 21 merit badges 
and demonstrating Scout Spirit 
through the Boy Scout Oath and 
Law, service, and leadership. 
This includes an extensive service 
project that the Scout plans, orga-
nizes, leads, and manages. 

Fairfield County Catholic recog-
nizes three young men who have 
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout 
this year.

Kevin Garber
TRUMBULL--Boy Scout 

Troop 68 honored 17-year-
old Kevin Garber at his Eagle 
Court of Honor this summer. 

Ceremonies were held 
at St. Stephen Parish in 
Trumbull. 

Kevin is the son of 
Patrick and Sharon 
Garber. His brother, 
Life Scout, Stephen 
Garber, served as 
master of ceremonies. 
Kevin is the 95th 
member of Troop 68 to 
rise to the prestigious 
rank of Eagle Scout. Troop 68 
is sponsored by Saint Theresa 
Parish. 

He is currently the Troop 
Guide for Troop 68 and is begin-
ning his senior year at Fairfield 
Prep, where he is actively 
involved in the Ski Club, hav-
ing taken trips to Austria and 
Canada. He also races for the  
ski race team, where he earned 
the “Most Improved” award  
in 2013. 

Daniel Colucci
NEWTOWN—Boy Scout 

Troop 370 at St. Rose of Lima 
Parish in Newtown held an Eagle 
Scout Court of Honor for Daniel 
Colucci on August 30. 

Daniel has been involved 
with scouting since joining as 
a Cub Scout in the first grade. 
Throughout his many years of 

involvement with the Boy Scouts 
he has held various leadership 
positions, most recently as Senior 
Patrol Leader. His Eagle Scout 
service project involved oversee-
ing the remodeling and building 
of a stone memorial shrine at 
Saint Rose Church in Newtown, 
in honor of two young children 
who died tragically many years 
ago. The project entailed over 
200 hours of work. Daniel is also 
a senior at Fairfield Prep.          n

THANK YOU
Saint Elizabeth Seton

Parish 
Ridgefield

wishes to thank

Marie Trebing
Gigi Pekala
Coordinators 

and all our Catechists, 
Aides, and Volunteers 

in our
Religious Education 

Program

for their 
continued commitment

to teach and share the Faith 
and lead our children toward

a life-long relationship
with Jesus the Lord!

Sr. Monica Leonard, c.n.d.
all the catechists and volunteers 

who share their faith 
with our parish children

We greatly appreciate your dedication!

Rev. Victor T. Martin 
Pastor

& 

the Parish Family 
of St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Fairfield

We say
Thank you

to all our Coordinators 

and Catechists

for their Dedication 
to our Religious 

Formation Program
especially

Mrs. Michele Scholl, Coordinator
Mrs. Lori Paladino, Assistant

Mrs. Jean DesRochers, Confirmation

Saint 
Matthew 

Parish
Msgr. Walter C. Orlowski, 

kchs, Pastor

216 Scribner Avenue
Norwalk, Connecticut 06850

203-838-3788

www.stmatthewnorwalk.com

NEW 
FAIRFIELD—On 
October 12, a pub-
lic blessing cere-
mony of urns was 
held during a Mass 
at St. Edward the 
Confessor Church 
as part of Lone Boy 
Scout Matthew A. 
Penza’s Eagle Scout 
Service Project. The 
Mass was honored 
by the attendance of 
Knights of Columbus from St. Edward Council No. 12968. 

While researching potential projects, Matthew found the 
website of Garden of Innocence, a charity that provides burials 
to abandoned or unidentified children and stillborns and assists 
families unable to provide a proper burial for their young chil-
dren. His project involved the planning, building, and finishing of 
thirty-three wooden urns, coordinating a team of volunteer wood-
workers, clergy and staff from St. Edward’s, the Knights and local 
businesses. 

The successful completion of this service project involved 
coordinating a team of volunteer woodworkers, clergy and staff 
from St. Edward the Confessor Parish, the Knights of Columbus, 
Garden of Innocence National, BSA Connecticut Yankee 
Council, multiple local businesses, various media outlets, and 
local dignitaries. Penza extends his sincerest gratitude to all who 
helped with the project.                                 n

Scout project  
concludes with 
Blessing Ceremony 

MATThEW A. PENZA
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Saint Mary
Church

“The Mother Church of Norwalk”

Saint Mary Church  
would like to thank 
Jacqueline Juhasz,  

Sue Genovese  
and all  

the dedicated teachers  
who give so much  

of themselves 
to our parish.  

“And this is 
eternal life, 
that they know thee 
the only true God, 

and 

Jesus Christ 

whom thou 

hast sent.” 

(John 17:3)

Thanks and blessings
to

our entire 
Religious 

Education 
team!

St. Aloysius
Parish

New Canaan

for your continued 
commitment  

to teach our children.

St. Thomas the Apostle
Norwalk

God Bless You and Thank You
to our entire Religious Formation Team

St. Mary Parish 
and St. Benedict/ 

Our Lady of 
Montserrat Parish 

Stamford  
wish to thank 

Miryam Calle 
and all our Catechist 
for their continued 

commitment 
to teach and share the faith 

and lead our children 
toward a relationship 
with Jesus the Lord

With thanks  
and blessings  

to 
Ms. Kathleen 

Rooney  
and our entire 

religious  
education team

Our Lady of Fatima 
Wilton

Directory of Resources for Catholic 
Activities, first published by 
FADICA in 1998 and soon to be 
in its eighth edition, she has been 
an advisor to grant-making foun-
dations, charitable nonprofits and 
family philanthropies since 1990. 

Robinson served as the 
director of development for St. 
Thomas More Catholic Chapel 
and Center at Yale University 
and led a successful $75 million 
fundraising drive to expand and 
endow the chapel’s intellectual 
and spiritual ministry and to con-
struct a Catholic student center 
on Yale’s campus. 

She has served as a trustee on 
the national boards of the Jesuit 
Volunteer Corps; Education 
for Parish Service Foundation; 
the Gregorian University 
Foundation; the National 
Catholic AIDS Network; the 
Institute for Religious Education 
and Pastoral Ministry at Boston 
College; the Center of Applied 
Research in the Apostolate 
(CARA); the Center for the 
Study of Church Management 
at Villanova University; Busted 
Halo: Paulist Young Adult 
Ministries; America Magazine; 
and the National Pastoral Life 
Center. 

From 1995 to 2010 Robinson 

served on the national com-
mittee for the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ Catholic 
Campaign for Human 
Development. She currently 
serves on the Core Group of 
the Initiative of Catholic Social 
Thought and Public Life at 
Georgetown University and is 
a trustee of Yale’s St. Thomas 
More Catholic Chapel and 
Center. 

She received a bachelor’s 
degree from Georgetown 
University in 1988 and a mas-
ter’s degree from Yale Divinity 
School, concentrating on ethics, 
in 1994. 

She and her husband, Dr. 
Michael Cappello, professor of 
medicine and director of the 
World Fellows Program at Yale, 
have two children. 

Al DiGuido, former CEO of 
Zeta Interactive, has long been 
recognized as one of the digital 
marketing industry’s premier 
innovators and a pioneer in email 
communications. 

He has over 20 years of 
marketing sales, management 
and operations expertise. He 
has also served as CEO of 
Epsilon Interactive and Bigfoot 
Interactive, a leading email mar-
keting firm. He is a thought lead-

said Father Cyrus Bartolome, a participant from St. Aloysius. “It 
is a way to look within the very fabric of parish ministry—what 
are the things that need to stop, to start, to rebuild, to refocus our 
vision in order to build up the body of Christ.”

The Amazing Parish Conference was headed by Pat Lencioni, 
a best-selling author and national leadership consultant. Speakers 
included Jeff Cavins, creator of The Great Adventure Bible 
Timeline and other Scripture studies used in many parishes in 
this diocese; Curtis Martin, founder of Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students 
(FOCUS); and Lisa 
Brenninkmeyer, 
founder of Walking 
With Purpose.

“They brought 
in the best people 
in the country, cov-
ering topics from 
youth ministry and 
young adults to 
Hispanic ministry, Scripture, and music,” says Father Towsley. “The 
conference was non-stop, from seven in the morning till 9:30 at night.”

Two of the parishes represented at the conference have already 
begun to implement the “Amazing Parish:” St. Joseph’s in Shelton 
and Our Lady of Fatima in Wilton. Plans are already underway 
to attend the 2015 conference, and perhaps plan for an Amazing 
Parish Conference for the Northeast region in the future.

One key element at the conference came up time after time, 
whether talking about parish mission statements or building 
leadership teams. “Our parishes need to be hubs of prayer,” says 
Father Towsley. “Prayer must saturate everything. The personal 
relationship with the Lord will come before everything else.”

(Marie Pelletier is parish secretary at St. Aloysius in New Canaan 
and member of Our Lady of Fatima Parish in Wilton. Parishes wishing 
to learn more about the Amazing Parish Conference can visit  
www.amazingparish.org.)       n

amazing paRishes fRom page 8
er in interactive advertising and 
marketing. 

 A frequent guest on Fox 
Business News, MSNBC and 
CNN, he has been quoted in US 
News & World Report, the New 
York Times and Business Week 
as a leading voice on market-
place changes as a result of new 
technology. 

In addition to his business 
success, DiGuido raises mil-
lions of dollars for Tomorrow’s 
Children’s Fund in Hackensack, 
N.J., to help children fighting 
cancer and rare blood diseases. 

Locally, he is known as the 
founder of Al’s Angels. This year 
the organization will provide hol-
iday meals and gifts to over 2,500 
families and 6,000 children in the 
tri-state area. 

Centesimus Annus Pro 
Pontifice (CAPP) is a lay-led, 
Vatican-based organization 
founded by Pope John Paul II in 
1993. Their mission is to imple-
ment Catholic social teaching—
the Church’s social doctrine—
through lay Catholic business, 
academic and professional lead-
ers. For more information, visit 
www.capp-usa.com. 

(For more information on the 
event, contact Fairfield University: 
203.254.4000, ext. 3415.)              n

capp BReakfast fRom page 9
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Book Review

“Quiet Dignity Without Extravagance”
Affordable Direct Cremation

Title XIX Welcome

Z Family owned for three generations Z Handling every detail

Z Call for free informative brochure Z In home arrangements

Z 203-254-1414 or 800-542-0218 Z Memorial service facility

Pre-need Funeral Planning

Matthew K. MurPhy,  
Funeral director

267 greenwich avenue

greenwich, ct 06830

203-869-0315

NEIL F. HARDING
Director/Owner

210 POST ROAD EAST
WESTPORT, CT 06881

FUNERAL GUIDE

Harding
F U N E R A L  H O M E

203/227-3458
FAX 203/227-1420

Collins 
Funeral Home

92 East Avenue • Norwalk
866-0747

William A. Skidd         William G. Lahey, Jr.
William R. Kelley              William P. Skidd

Andrew D. Skidd

Family owned for four generations

DECEASED CLERGy oF ThE DIoCESE  
oF BRIDGEPoRT: NoVEMBER 16—DECEMBER 13  

  NoVEMBER 
19 Rev. Rocco D. Nadile ...........................................1978
20 Rev. Francis J. Fulop ............................................1957
 Rev. John F. Culliton ............................................1967
20 Rev. Hugh A. Coffey .............................................1975
21 Msgr. Edwin F. Burke ...........................................2004
22 Rev. Stephen J. Panik ............................................1953
 Msgr. Joseph N. Murphy .......................................1988
23 Rev. Robert G. Pohley ..........................................2006
26 Deacon Joseph Lawrence Rowan ..........................2013
27 Deacon John Barton..............................................2012
 Rev. Myron V. Miller ............................................1961
28 Deacon Wayne E. Malloy .....................................2011 

DECEMBER

1 Rev. Michael E. Kearney ......................................1956
 Msgr. Alfred J. Sienkiewicz ...................................1996
 Deacon Robert W. Becker .....................................2000
3 Msgr. John E. Gilmartin .......................................2011 
 Rev. Thomas Gwozdz, OFM Conv. ......................2007 
 Rev. Joseph A. Pisarcik .........................................1956
4 Msgr. Joseph M. Fitzgerald ...................................2005 
5 Rev. Vincent J. O’Connor .....................................1985
7 Deacon George Saulnier ........................................1997
8 Rev. Rufin Kuveikas, OFM Conv. .........................2008
10 Msgr. Bartholomew J. Skelly .................................1967
 Rev. Ambrose Walas, OFM Conv. ........................1967
 Rev. Paul M. Spodnik ...........................................1976
13 Rev. Alfred E. Russo .............................................2009

By PAT hENNESSy

“I thought I left the war 
behind,” says Deacon Ken Stroud. 
“The war was back in England, 
and I was put on a ship and didn’t 
know where we were going.”

Deacon Stroud, now 92 years 
old and a deacon emeritus at St. 
Rose of Lima Parish in Newtown, 
was a young Leading Aircraftsman 
in the Royal Air Force in February 
of 1942. World War II was already 
raging full-force in Europe. The 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 
had not yet occurred, but the 
British were keeping a close eye on 
Japanese expansion in Asia. His 
position in a special radar division 
tracking low flying aircraft led him 
directly into harm’s way.

The account of the young 

‘Prisoner of War Number 2378’
airman’s experiences in the 
relatively peaceful luxury of 
Singapore, his capture by the 
Japanese during the fall of that 
city and the nightmare of his 
three and a half years as a prison-
er of war has been published by 
his son, Adrian. “Prisoner of War 
Number 2378” includes a diary 
Stroud secretly wrote in his final 
days in the prison camp.

Growing up, his son Adrian, 
a veteran police officer, had no 
knowledge of his father’s wartime 
ordeal. His mother, Pat, had 
endured the bombing in England; 
she would allow no mention of 
the war in her house. Pat Stroud 
died in 2004, but it was not until 
2011 that Adrian would read the 
entries in his father’s diary and 
feel impelled to share them. 

The first half of the book 
describes events as Adrian 
learned of them from his father. 
The second part contains Ken’s 
diary entries. Even though it was 
written at the official end of the 
war, he would have been killed 
had the camp officials found it.

In an interview following 
the book’s publication, Deacon 
Stroud spoke a little about the 
hardship of those times, and the 
importance faith held for him and 
his fellow prisoners.

“We were 21 years old, and 
we suffered from beriberi, dys-
entery and starvation. I even 
learned to eat grass. You can do 
that, you know.”

His faith grew under these 
harsh conditions. “The Japanese 
did not want us to practice any 

faith, but we would get together 
in small groups and sing hymns. 
We knew that faith was one thing 
that would keep us alive.”

The Strouds had moved to 
the U.S. after the war. They were 
living in New Jersey when Pope 
Paul VI restored the permanent 
diaconate after the Second Vatican 
Council. Ken Stroud was one 
of the first to sign up. When he 
moved to this diocese, Bishop 
Walter W. Curtis had started the 
diaconate program, but the first 
class had not yet been ordained. 
Deacon Ken Stroud thus became 
the first permanent deacon to serve 
in the Diocese of Bridgeport. He 
is now the oldest and longest-or-
dained deacon in the diocese.

Surprisingly, Deacon Stroud is 
not bitter about the war and has 
no animosity in his heart toward 
his former captors.

Adrian Stroud ends his book 
with a heartfelt reflection. “I 
am grateful for such men whose 
brave acts have allowed me a 
life that I now enjoy. May God 

watch over these men, and may 
he give rest to those who lie in 
graves unknown in those islands. 
Pax Britannica.” 

(Prisoner of War Number 2378 
is available in paperback and digital 
download editions through Tate 
Publishing: tatepublishing.com or at 
Amazon.com)                   n

DEACON KEN STROUD as a 
young RAF Airman in 1942
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St. Pio Foundation

Rated #1 in New England
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767 Bridgeport Avenue (Rt. 1)  •  Milford, Connecticut 06040

203.877.2888  •  courtneyhonda.com

Bishop joins National Board
Padre Pio of Pietrelcina (now 

St. Pio, proclaimed a saint on 
June 16, 2002) is one of the 
most venerated contemporary 
saints of the Catholic Church. 
He was a friar of the Order of 
Friars Minor Capuchin, born in 
the little town of Pietrelcina in 
southern Italy. He later moved 
to the town of San Giovanni 
Rotondo, in Puglia, where 
he lived until his death on 
September 23, 1968.

St. Pio was a friar of many spir-
itual gifts. Countless people were 
attracted to his confessional where 
he frequently spent 18 hours a 
day, and many received his saintly 
counsel and spiritual guidance 
through correspondence. 

However, Padre Pio consid-
ered the founding of the hospital, 
“Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza,” 
his greatest “work” on earth.  
Today his “Casa” is an interna-
tional referral hospital with over 
1,000 inpatient beds, renown both 
in Italy and abroad.   

In the U.S., several thousand 
devotees belong to a network 
of over 100 Padre Pio prayer 
groups, part of an international 
network of groups formed by 
Padre Pio in his lifetime to pro-
vide continuous prayers and sup-

port for the mission and vision of 
the Casa hospital.

The Saint Pio Foundation was 
founded in April 2014 by Jere 
Palazzolo, president of Catholic 
Healthcare International, and 
Maestro Luciano Lamonarca, 
(acclaimed Italian tenor recent-
ly established in New York) to 
expand and promote the work of 
the great saint. This new founda-
tion is a national Catholic char-
ity dedicated to evangelization 
through the promotion of the 
spiritual charism of St. Pio. 

The founders invited Bishop 
Frank J. Caggiano to serve on the 
Episcopal Advisory Board, which 
is made up of American cardinals 
and bishops.

Calling St. Pio “a saint of our 
time, a man dedicated to pen-
ance, to the forgiveness of sins, to 
preaching fearlessly the truth about 
who Jesus Christ the Lord really 
is,” Bishop Caggiano explained 
that the heart of the foundation is 
to “advance the charism of Padre 
Pio through cultural, religious and 
educational programs” and provid-
ing medical assistance to the poor 
as Padre Pio did.

In announcing his invitation to 
the foundation, Maestro Lamonarca 
welcomed Bishop Caggiano as an 

“eloquent and inspiring” advocate 
for the foundation.

The funds raised by the Saint 
Pio Foundation will be used 
primarily to establish Catholic 
medical facilities, medical schools 
and shrines in the United States. 
These will be “clinics for the 
body and the soul,” to serve the 
“twice Jesus in the poor and 
wretched,” andfor those in need 
of “relief of suffering” according 
to the charism of St. Pio. Another 
important goal of the foundation 
is to commit part of the funds as 
donations to support the Casa 

Sollievo della Sofferenza.
(For more information about  

the Saint Pio Foundation, visit  

www.saintpiofoundation.org,  
call 636.220.6550 or email  
info@saintpiofoundation.org.)        n

MAESTRO LUCIANO LAMONARCA, co-founder and CEO of the St. Pio 
Foundation, brings a banner with the saint’s image to Bishop Caggiano. 
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Guest Column
of young adults whose education 
focus was on religious attendance 
vs. creating a strong Catholic 
faith have left the Church. These 
are ominous statistics to be sure.

In Bishop Caggiano’s reaction 
to the presentation, he defined 
faith as relationship with Christ. 
As a teacher, I immediately was 
trying to connect the dots. If faith 
more than education is a predic-
tor of remaining in the Catholic 
faith, and if faith is relationship 
with Christ, then how do we get 
relationship with Christ? We meet 
him in the Scriptures, particularly 
the Gospels. We meet him in the 
sacraments, particularly in the 
Sacrament of the Eucharist as well 
as Reconciliation. We meet him in 
prayer and can also encounter him 
through other people.

I know the most powerful of 
all these methods is the person-
al encounter with Christ in the 
Eucharist. Then I remembered 
that last year my seventh-grade 
class visited the Adoration 
Chapel every day during Lent 
for 15 minutes. This was their 
choice, unanimously, in addition 
to reading the daily Lenten read-
ings before the visit. 

After hearing Deacon 
DiTaranto’s presentation and 
the bishop’s comments, I was 
curious. If faith more than educa-
tion is what makes a difference, 
did this class’s daily visits to the 
Adoration Chapel make a differ-
ence in their lives? 

So I had this, now eighth 
grade, class answer the question: 
“Did our visits to the Adoration 
Chapel during Lent last year 
strengthen your relationship 
with Christ?” The assignment 
was to be typed so I could not 
recognize their handwriting and 
they were not to put their name 
on the paper. I implored them 
to be honest and candid in their 
responses, rather than give me 
what they thought I wanted to 
hear. I braced myself for some 
disappointing replies.

The unanimous short answer 
was “yes” and I would like to 
note that three of the students are 
not Catholic. All of the students 
said yes, it strengthened their 
relationship with Christ. All of the 
students asked to go again soon 
or regularly and most mentioned 
the calming, relaxing peacefulness 
they experienced there.

Here are a few excerpts:

A
s one of the General 
Delegates of the Fourth 
Synod of the Diocese 
of Bridgeport and a 

Catholic School religion teacher 
for fourteen years, I found the 
presentation by Deacon John 
DiTaranto on youth enlightening. 
One of the more striking statistics 
presented by Deacon DiTaranto 
was the early exodus of youth 
from the Church and parish life.

“Catholics who leave, leave 

early,” he said, pointing out that 
48 percent of those who leave the 
Church do so by the age of 18. 
That number jumps to 79 percent 
by the age of 23. In the past, care-
fully nurtured religious identity 
acquired in childhood endured 
throughout life, but that is not so 
in the 21st Century! 

Studies show that today strong 
faith, more than education, is 
a predictor of remaining in the 
Catholic faith. In fact, 50 percent 

Students increase faith through Adoration
“...it made me feel more 

comfortable praying to God and 
telling him about my feelings and 
emotions...”

“...He gave me strength and 
answers to lots and made me feel 
better. I was able to pray about 
things bothering me.”

“...Every day when we would 

go, I would get this feeling of 
purity and freeness in my stom-
ach that would release me from 
all of the stress or troubles that I 
was facing outside of the chapel.”

“...it changed me as a person. 
I became more thoughtful and 
caring.”

“...I was really able to find my 
wrong doings and ask for God’s 
help. It became easier and easier 
to open up to God and ask for his 
help. 

...It made me realize that this 

what haVe  
we leaRned?
by Kathy baCKus

Kathy Backus is a religion teacher 
at St. Mary School in Ridgefield.

MIRACLES  
AND  

THEIR MEANING  

To order DVD, visit our Web Site at: www.loveandmercy.org 
or send $20 plus $4 (shipping & handling) to:  

Love and Mercy Publications,  
P O Box 1160, Hampstead, NC 28443   

This DVD is great for strengthening the faith of our family and 
friends.  This powerful witness, given by Tim Francis, has touched 
and transformed lives, setting souls on fire worldwide. This is truly 
a New Evangelization call for all as we awaken our faith.  

W hat science discovers will confront the mind and heart of 
every person. The DVD presents the findings from the  

investigations of a bleeding statue of Christ in Cochabamba,  
Bolivia and of a Eucharistic miracle in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
the later commissioned by Cardinal Bergoglio in 1999. This  
Cardinal is now known to the world as Pope Francis! 

SIGNS FROM GOD    
NEW DVD – JUST RELEASED!  

Bleeding Statue  Eucharistic Miracle  

➤ Now, because .... you and your loved ones make the 
    decisions, not others.
➤ Now, because .... you are under normal emotional 
    circumstances.
➤ Now, because .... you can purchase memorial property 
    out of current income.
➤ Now, because .... cemeteries are not exempt from
    escalating costs. 
➤ Now, because  at a time of need, cemetery property  

  must be paid for in full before it may  
  be used. 

➤ Now, because .... you will have a full selection 
    to choose from, including 
    community mausoleums,  

  niches and burial plots.
➤ Now, because .... purchasing a burial plot in advance 
    offers you the opportunity to pay over  

  one year. We offer two years interest  
  free, when you purchase space in our  
  community mausoleum. The above  
  offer is not available for those who  
  purchase at a time of need.

➤ Now, because .... the purchase of memorial property 
    is an inevitable task.

You can make the decision now,  
based on one of the above reasons,  

or, you can wait until you HAVE to decide.  
Sometime in the distant future you will be thankful  
you have taken care of this important matter now.  

For details call your local cemetery!

Catholic Cemeteries Diocese of Bridgeport
238 Jewett Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06606 • (203) 372-4301

Cemetery OffiCes

BRIDGEPORT-STRATFORD
 St. Michael Cemetery
 2205 Stratford Avenue
 Stratford, CT 06615
 (203) 378-0404

DANBURY
 St. Peter Cemetery
 71 Lake Avenue Extension
 Danbury, CT 06810
 (203) 743-9626

DARIEN
 St. John Cemetery
 25 Camp Avenue 
 Darien, CT 06820
 (203) 322-0455

GREENWICH
 St. Mary - Putnam Cemetery
 399 North Street 
 Greenwich, CT 06830
 (203) 869-4828
 (203) 869-7026

NEWTOWN
 Resurrection Cemetery
 c/o Gate of Heaven Cemetery
 1056 Daniels Farm Road  
 Trumbull, CT 06611
 (203) 268-5574

NORWALK
 St. John - St. Mary Cemetery
 223 Richards Avenue 
 Norwalk, CT 06850
 (203) 838-4271

STAMFORD
 Queen of Peace Cemetery
 c/o St. John Cemetery
 25 Camp Avenue
 Darien, CT 06820
 (203) 322-0455

TRUMBULL
 Gate of Heaven Cemetery
 1056 Daniels Farm Road  
 Trumbull, CT 06611
 (203) 268-5574

WESTPORT
 Assumption, Greens Farms
 Assumption, Kings Highway
 c/o St. John Cemetery
 223 Richards Avenue
 Norwalk, CT 06850
 (203) 838-4271

life we are given is really for God 
and from God because he died on 
the cross.”

“...I sat really feeling, God is 
with me.”

“...I felt I was actually talking 
to him face to face.”

“...I noticed that I’ve been 
coming to him more often with 
not only my problems, but those 
of others.”

I was overwhelmed. I was not 
expecting the depth and unanim-
ity that I received. Shame on me 
for my lack of faith in the power 
of Our Lord in the Eucharist.

With all my heart I do not 
want my students to become a 
statistic. I made an immediate 
change for all the classes I teach. 
Every Friday, regardless of what 
work we may not have finished, 
we now go to the Adoration 
Chapel. I know Jesus can do 
more for the faith of these youth 
in those fifteen minutes than I 
can do teaching all week long. 
And thanks to the synod, I know 
“strong faith, more than educa-
tion, is a predictor of remaining 
in the Catholic faith.”

The synod has only just begun 
and is already bearing fruit. I can-
not wait to see the fruits the Spirit 
has in store for all of us.          n  

“I am a passionate 

convert and have 

made teaching  

the faith my life’s 

ambition and work.”
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veins, lines of inexpressible suf-
fering had frozen. Pain was her 
life. But her soul was steeped in 
prayer. 

There was an old man who 
lived near Lucille who became 
very close to her. He was a very 
old man from whom time had 
taken everything; his old age was 
an absence. The ebb tide of time 
had swept over his life and left 
him upon the sand alone, having 
washed away all relatives and 
friends. His life was an absence 
and a silence, an absence and 
a silence which was filled by 
Lucille. 

Her holy peace gave strength 
and comfort to the old man. 
He would go to her in his sick 
and lonely moments, and from 
contact with her pain, her calm 
gray eyes, her silent sympathy, he 
found, like so many others who 
knew her, a sense of peace and 
courage. 

I think we can all find saints 
among the loving, faithful par-
ents, grandparents, spouses, sis-
ters, brothers, or other relatives 
and friends who entered our lives 
and shared our deliberations and 
designs. I realize that among 
these people I met faith, hope and 
love, kindness and pardon, great 
courage and fidelity. They did 
their best in doing good. 

For me the Communion of 
Saints is not an illusion. I’m cer-
tain that my particular saints do 
not forget me. I sometimes feel 
their gentle presence, feel that 
they are still concerned for me, 
still guide and guard me, extend 
their protection and care, and 
they would not steer me wrong.  

Let me end with some words 
from a sermon from St. Cyprian: 

N
ovember—the evening 
of the year, the bed-
time of the year, when 
the land begins to tuck 

itself in for the winter ahead. 
At the doorway of the month 
stands All Saints Day—the day 
when, in addition to the officially 
recognized saints, we remember 
the unrecognized holy, the saints 
among us. 

I’ve known a few such saints.
One was a woman named Ida 

who lived in Brooklyn. Ida had 
befriended a profoundly mentally 
and emotionally handicapped 
woman who was living alone 
after her parents died. Ida “kept 
her eye on her.” Eventually, Ida’s 
handicapped friend had to be 
institutionalized in an asylum in 
Staten Island. Every Sunday, Ida 
made the trip by subway, ferry 
and bus to her friend’s Staten 
Island asylum—every Sunday, 
every Sunday, rain, snow, or 
shine, lugging her shopping bag 
full of the cakes she had baked. 
She went all the way to that 
asylum just to sit for a few hours 
with her friend. Then home every 
Sunday, bus, bus, ferry, subway. 
She went, Sunday after Sunday. 
She persisted, she baked her 
cakes, she hauled herself on and 

off the ferry, and she sat holding 
her friend’s hand, proving to 
anyone with eyes to see that love 
could be a beautiful, relentless 
thing. 

Another woman I knew had a 
profoundly mentally handicapped 
son who could hardly talk and 
attended a facility for the severely 
handicapped. His mother was 
determined that her son would 
look as normal as she could make 
him look. Over the course of 
many years she dressed her son 
in a neat suit, pressed shirt, and 
polished shoes, day after day. I 
often thought of the effort it must 
have taken to deliver her son to 
the facility every morning in his 
pressed shirt, his brushed suit and 
polished shoes. Again, proving 
to anyone with eyes to see that a 
mother’s love was a beautiful and 
relentless thing.  

Then there was Lucille. She 
was a crippled woman, a small 
thin woman whose misshapened 
body suffered both from arthritis 
and meningitis. Her arms and 
legs were like twisted match-
sticks. She was bent over from 
the waist, and there was a hunch 
on her back. Her forehead was 
etched with furrows of pain, and 
upon her face, patted with broken 

Some saints I’ve known
“We can look upon Paradise as a 
place where a crowd of our loved 
ones awaits us, a throng of par-
ents, spouses, brothers and sisters, 

children, friends who long for us 
to join them. What joy both for 
them and for us to see one anoth-
er again and to embrace.”         n             
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“WHAT REALLY 
HAPPENED at the Synod on 
the Family in Rome?” with guest 
speaker Dr. Robert Royal, Sun., 
Nov. 16, at 4 pm Holy Spirit 
Parish, Stamford. Admission free 
and open to the public; wine & 
cheese reception to follow. For 
info call 203.322.3722.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
GROUP meeting, open to all, at 
St. Anthony of Padua Parish in 
Fairfield, Mon., Nov. 17, from 
7-8:30 pm. Topic will be “No Act 
of Kindness too Small.” Pizza, 
prayer and fun. For info go to: 
www.stanthonyffld.org.

“FOOD FOR LIFE: Kickstart 
your Health” live cooking class-
es sponsored by St. Vincent’s 
Medical Center, a cancer survi-
vorship program through nutri-
tion education, research and 
live cooking demo Mon., Nov. 
17, from 6-7:30 pm. Free park-
ing; registration required. Call 
203.576.6158 to register.

MASS OF HEALING & 
HOPE: Mon., Nov. 17, at 7:30 
pm at Christ the King Parish, 
Trumbull, with Fr. Larry Carew. 
For info call 203.268.8253.

CONVIVIO CHRISTMAS 
EXTRAVAGANZA: Youth 
Serving Children With Special 
Needs and their families, Sun., 
Dec. 7, beginning with Mass 
with Bishop Caggiano at 10 

am followed by pizza, pageant, 
crafts and recreation, held at the 
Catholic Center, Bridgeport. RSVP 
by Wed., Nov. 19, to Michelle 
O’Mara: momara@diobpt.org or 
203.540.5381 ext. 2012. 

DINNER & PHILOSPHY 
LECTURE SERIES: “Jesus 
Meets Aristotle” with Fr. Mirek 
Stachurski, pastor of St. Thomas 
the Apostle Parish, Thurs., Nov. 
20, from 7-8:30 pm. Dinner and 
lecture/discussion on ancient and 
contemporary philosophy. St. 
Thomas the Apostle Parish, East 
Norwalk. RSVP 203.866.3141 or 
email stthomasnorwalk@opton-
line.net.

“WHO’S GOT YOUR 
BACK?” a free talk at St. 
Vincent’s Medical Center,  
Bridgeport, Thurs., Nov. 20 at 
6:30 pm, featuring orthopedic 
surgeon John Awad, MD. Light 
refreshments served. Registration 
required; call 203.576.5256 or 
online at: www.stvincents.org/
listenandlearn.

LADIES NIGHT OUT 
VENDOR FAIR at Our Lady 
of Grace Parish, Stratford, Fri., 
Nov. 21, from 7-10 pm. Fun 
shopping night out featuring 
jewelry, beauty, and home décor 
vendors! Cost: $5/p in advance. 
For info call 203.375.6133. No 
one under 21 admitted.

“A NIGHT IN LAS 

email lawman56@optonline.net
VENDORS NEEDED for the 

Holiday Crafts Fair for Sacred 
Heart Parish, Stamford, Sat., 
Nov. 22, from 9:30am-5:30pm, 
Sun. Nov. 23, from 9 am-1 pm. 
For info contact Rose Coscarelli-
Curtis at 203.968.1234 after  
5 pm.

MERTON CENTER 40th 
ANNIVERSARY GALA at 
The Patterson Club, 1118 Cross 
Highway, Fairfield, Sat., Nov. 
22, at 6:30 pm as they cele-
brate 40 years of service to the 
Bridgeport community with 
Bishop Caggiano. Cocktail attire; 
cocktails, dinner, dancing and 
auction. Email jbarker@ccfc-ct.
org or 203.367.9036 ext. 15 or 
www.themertoncenter.org.

THANKSGIVING DAY 
MESSAGE from Bishop 
Caggiano on Fr. Mark Connolly’s 
radio show “Thoughts for the 
Week,” Sun., Nov. 23 at: WVOX 
1460 AM 600 AM; WJMJ 88.9 
FM (Hartford) 930 AM; WJMJ 
93.1 FM (Hamden) 930 AM; 
WJMJ 107.1 FM (New Haven) 
930 AM. ABC Radio (check local 
listings) and www.spirituality.org.

FREE ICE SKATING Party 
& Toy Drive Fundraiser by Al’s 
Angels, Fri., Nov. 28, at WPAL 
Rink at Longshore, 260 Compo 
Rd., Westport, from 6-8 pm. For 
a free lesson, bring an unwrapped 
toy for a child under 10 years old. 

VEGAS” fundraiser featur-
ing Steve D’Agostino singing 
songs from Frank Sinatra, Tony 
Bennett, Dean Martin, Elvis, 
Johnny Cash at Gaetano’s Italian 
Steakhouse, 1573 Boston Post 
Rd., Milford, Fri., Nov. 21. Two 
dinner seatings: 6 pm and 8:15 
pm. A percent of proceeds go 
to Notre Dame High School, 
Fairfield. For info and reserva-
tions call 203.783.1766.

SHAKESPEARE’S “THE 
TEMPEST” by Immaculate 
High School, Danbury, Thurs., 
Nov. 20, Fri., Nov. 21, and 
Sat., Nov. 22, at 7 pm. Tickets: 
$10 adults; $5 students and 
seniors. For info or tickets go to: 
www.immaculatehs.org or call 
203.744.1510.

TEEN EMMAUS RETREAT 
the weekend of Nov. 21-23 for 
ages 14-18 at the Seton Newman 
Center in Danbury. Open to all! 
Deepen your relationship with 
God while you make friendships 
that will last a lifetime! For info 
or to register call Caryn or Roger 
Kutzy: 203.746.2959 or www.
danburyemmaus.org. 

MEN’S NIGHT OUT dinner 
by Holy Name of Jesus Parish, 
Stratford, Men’s Society, Sat., 
Nov. 22, from 6:30-11 pm. Cost: 
$15; buy two tickets—get one free. 
Open to all men age 21 and over. 
For info call 203.375.2836 or 

For info or to donate go to www.
alsangels.org. 

FESTIVAL OF CAROLS 
concert at St. Augustine 
Cathedral, Bridgeport, Sun., 
Nov. 30, at 7 pm. Concert is free 
and open to the public. For info 
call 203.335.0106.

“FAIR TRADE” CRAFTS 
SALE to benefit Catholic Relief 
Services at St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish, Fairfield, after all Masses 
Sun., Nov. 30. For info call 
203.259.0358 or www.stanthonyf-
fld.org.

“RESTORING 
SIMPLICITY” inspiration-
al talk speaker & author Lisa 
Brenninkmeyer at St. Rose of 
Lima Parish, Newtown, Wed., 
Dec. 3, from 10 am-12 noon. 
Open to all. Register online at 
www.StRoseChurch.com; follow 
the link to Walking with Purpose. 
For info call 203.270.0012.

WINTER OPEN HOUSE 
at St. Joseph High School, 
Trumbull: Wed., Dec. 3, from 
7-8:30 pm. For info email Jessica 
Morales: jmorales@sjcadets.
org or 203.378.9378 ext. 452, or 
www.sjcadets.org/admissions.

CHRISTMAS TREE 
FESTIVAL at Burr Mansion,  
739 Old Post Rd., Fairfield, to 
benefit Center for Family Justice 
(formerly Center for Women and 
Families) Fri.-Sun., Dec. 5-7, Fri., 
Dec. 5: 10 am- 7pm; Sat., Dec. 6,  

P O R T S M O U T H  A B B E Y  S C H O O L

New England’s Catholic Independent Boarding School  

located seven miles from Newport, Rhode Island, on Cory’s Lane

C O M E  E X P L O R E  L I F E  O N  T H E  L A N E !

 Arianna ’14 Hugh ’14 Nicole ’14 Julian ’14  Evelyn ’14
 Boston College ’18 Connecticut College ’18 Trinity College ’18 Notre Dame ’18   U.S. Naval Academy ’18

401/643/1248 4 http://info.portsmouthabbey.org/fairfieldcatholic

Please join us at our Open House 
on Sunday, December 7

 
Family  

Directions 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Building a Family...One Child at a 
Time.” 

 
 Pregnancy counseling  & 

adoption services 
 Domestic & international 

adoption services 
 Hague adoption 

homestudies 
 Post adoption services ~ 

domestic & international 
 Search & Right to Know 

For more information contact Amy Zajac 
(203) 416-1336 or azajac@ccfc-ct.org 

November is  
National Adoption Month  

& we are celebrating  
 
 
 
 
 

on November 22, 2014. 
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Bits & Pieces
& Sun., Dec. 7, 10 am-4 pm. 
Trees, wreaths, holiday decora-
tions, gifts, food, music, and more! 
For info and tickets to go: www.
FairfieldChristmasTreeFestival.org.

LADIES CHRISTMAS 
BOUTIQUE by Trinity Catholic 
High School Association to be 
held Thurs., Dec. 4, at the Italian 
Center, 1620 Newfield Ave., 
Stamford, from 6-10 pm. Cost: 
$50; buffet dinner with open 
wine, beer & soda bar. VIP seat-
ing: $100 for a table of 10. Tickets 
at www.trinitycatholic.org or 
email: aliciatchs@gmail.com

CANTIAMO CHRISTMAS 
BENEFIT CONCERT: 
“Christmas in Song,” Fri., Dec. 5, 
at 7:30 pm in Westport Town Hall 
Auditorium, Myrtle Ave., Westport. 
Tickets: $15. For tickets, go to 
www.artsforthecommunity.org.

“A WINTER PORTRAIT” 
concert at St. Catherine of Siena 
Church, Riverside, Sat., Dec. 6, 
at 7:30 pm. Chorus and orchestra 
featuring carols, selections from 
the Messiah and more. Tickets 
$25; $10 students. For info call 
203.637.3661 or online at www.
stcath.org.

CATHOLIC YOUNG 
ADULTS SOCIAL: St. Theresa 
Parish Young Adult Group social 
at Two Roads Brewery, Stratford, 
1 pm Sat., Dec. 6, for age 21-35. 
Cost: $5 for the tour and extra 
cash for food. For info email ray-

tar.theresa@gmail.com.
CHRISTMAS BOUTIQUE 

will be held at St. Cecilia Parish, 
Stamford, Sat., Dec. 6, from 11 
am-7 pm & Sun., Dec. 7, from 8 
am-3 pm. All proceeds will benefit 
Buy-A-Smile in Bolivia. For info 
email: chathamgram1@aol.com.

HOLLY FAIR at St. Margaret 
Mary Parish, Shelton, Sat., Dec. 
6, from 9 am-4 pm. Crafts, ven-
dors, bake sales, food and cookie 
walk. For info call 203.924.2327 
or 203.209.2441.

CHRISTMAS FAIR at St. 
Jude Parish, Monroe, Sat., Dec. 
6, from 10 am-4 pm. Craft ven-
dors, religious articles, food, 
raffles and good family fun for 
people of all ages. And St. Jude 
Cookbooks! For info email rlt-
mat@sbcglobal.net

“COME & SEE” if you are 
being called to a vocation in the 
Secular Franciscan Order at a 
Mass Sat., Dec. 6, at 9:30 am 
at St. Emery Church, Fairfield, 
followed by a Christmas social 
in the church hall. For info call 
203.255.8801.

BUS DAY-TRIP TO 
RADIO CITY CHRISTMAS 
SPECTACULAR by St. Roch 
Parish, Greenwich, Tues., Dec. 
9, for the 11 am performance. A 
sit-down lunch follows at 
Restaurant Brazil. Bus departs 
St. Roch’s at 8:30 am; return 
4:30 pm. Cost: $130pp including 

gratuities. For info or reservations 
call 203.869.4176

AL’S ANGELS Christmas/
Hanukkah Meal Assembly & 
Toy Drive Sat., Dec. 13, at 315 
Seaview Ave., Bridgeport. Work 
shifts: 6-9 am, 9-11 am, 11 am-2 
pm. We are asking each volun-
teer bring one unwrapped toy for 
a child under 10 years old. To 
volunteer, register by emailing 
Al DiGuido: adiguido@yahoo.
com, with first & last names of 
volunteers.

FROZEN “LET IT GO” Sing 
Along Benefit at St. Joseph High 
School, Trumbull, Sun., Dec. 14, 
from 1-3 pm. Great family day! 
Tickets: $12; order at www.sjca-
dets.org/frozen.

MASS OF HEALING & 
HOPE: Mon., Dec. 15, at 7:30 
pm at Christ the King Parish, 
Madison Ave., Trumbull with Fr. 
Larry Carew. For more info call 
203.268.8253.

(For more listings, see the  
calendar on the diocesan website: 
www.bridgeportdiocese.com.)    n

We have taken matters into our own hands 
and we need your help!

We are a fully licensed and insured Home Improvement  

Contracting Company that hires ONLY unemployed Veterans  

as well as providing Housing Assistance for Homeless Veterans.

Whether you need: handyperson services, painting,  

home or office cleaning, yard and interior trash removal  

or dump runs, give us a call—you will be making a difference  

in the life of a Veteran.

Please visit our website, www.veteranshelpveterans.net  

and see our completed projects, the testimonials  

and endorsements we have received and what we are hoping  

to accomplish—only with your help.

A better home for you. 
A better life for veterans.
1653 Capitol Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06604

Phone: 203.218.3688

Email: veteranshelpveterans@yahoo.com

Online: www.veteranshelpveterans.net

HIC 0639168

SEE
like a girl.

1177 King Street, greenwich, CT
www.cshgreenwich.org

Tel: 203-532-3534

CSH girls are 
critical thinkers, 
innovators,
leaders…
Tour Days (PreS–Grade 12)
Wed., Dec. 10 and 
Wed., Jan. 14 at 9:00 am

Early Childhood 
Open House
Fri., Jan. 23 at 1:30 pm

P O S I T I O N  A V A I L A B L E
Social Media Manager - Diocese of Bridgeport

Work as part of the diocese Communications team to create  
and oversee  strategic social media and digital initiatives that expand 

communications between the diocese, parishes and the general  
public; develop strategies to work with different organizations  
(donors, parish leaders, etc.); building online communities;  

assisting with Bishop’s social media outreach; assist parishes with 
social media competence.

Maintain and update new diocesan App and information platform;  
develop Bishop’s social media strategy with Special Assistant  

to the Bishop. Also responsible for creating social mediacampaigns 
for youth, young adults and other groups within the Church. 

Requirements: active, practicing Catholic who understands Church 
issues; previous social media/marketing experience in Church, 

non-profit, educational or business setting; writing experience for 
news outlets, blogs or institutional publications; Firm understanding 
of electronic media; ability to work with both Mac and PC software. 

Strong communications and language skills. Bachelors degree  
in Communications, Journalism, English or related field preferred. 

To view the full job description please visit 
http://www.bridgeportdiocese.com/humanresources

Please send resume and letter of interest to: hrdept@diobpt.org



Find better sooner... 
with self-scheduled urgent care  
and ER visits.

planMYcare.com
Nobody likes to wait. That’s why we created planMYcare.com. With just a few clicks, you can reserve your 

treatment time in advance. So you spend more time at home and less in the waiting room. And with 24/7 

online access, you can schedule your visit anytime day or night. 

Locations in Bridgeport, Monroe, Shelton and Fairfield.  


