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Bringing the world to Jesus 
one person at a time

By JOE PISANI 

TRUMBULL—“Bring the 
world to Jesus one person at a 
time,” Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
told more than 250 children, teen-
agers and adults in the RCIA pro-
gram who celebrated the Rite of 
Election and Call to Continuing 
Conversion, a ceremony that 
began their final preparation 
toward full communion with the 
Catholic Church, on February 18.

St. Theresa Church in 
Trumbull was filled to capacity 
with catechumens coming into the 
Church and candidates complet-
ing their sacraments, along with 
their sponsors, family members 
and friends who gathered on the 
first Sunday of Lent to be received 
by the bishop and the community. 

They came from 26 parishes 
throughout the diocese and St. 
Margaret’s Shrine in Bridgeport. 
Sacred Heart University in 
Fairfield brought 14 candidates to 
the Rite of Election. The largest 
single group—28 candidates and 
12 catechumens—came from St. 
Mary/St. Benedict-Our Lady of 
Montserrat Parish in Stamford.

“Bring the world to Jesus one 
person at a time—that is your 
Easter homework,” he told them.

Some had already begun the 
assignment. Michael Wellington, 
youth director of St. John Parish 
in Darien, brought 11-year-old 
Isaac Morales, whom he had pre-
pared to receive the Sacraments 
of Initiation at the Easter Vigil 
Liturgy. Isaac, a student at Ponus 
Ridge Middle School in Norwalk, 
was accompanied by his parents 
Elizabeth and Edwin. “I wanted 
to get baptized so I can be closer 
to God and get into the Church,” 
he said, smiling.

Diane Kingsley of St. 
Margaret Mary Alacoque Parish 
in Shelton is sponsoring Anila 
Drici from Albania, the sixth 
member of her family to go 
through the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults process. 
Anila grew up with no faith in 
a Communist country where 
Christianity was not allowed. She 
came to America two years ago 
and her daughter started taking 
her to church. She loved it. Her 
brother introduced her to Deacon 
Jeff Kingsley and his wife Diane.

“I’m so happy to become a 
Catholic,” she said, “When I 
was growing up in Albania, there 
was no faith, no Church, noth-
ing. Now, my faith in God is so 
important to me. I am so thankful 

and want to grow in my faith.”
When Anila is baptized at the 

Easter Vigil, it will mark the 18th 
time Diane has been a sponsor, nine 
times through the RCIA program.

“Initiation is another step 
deeper into discipleship,” the 
bishop said. “The journey doesn’t 
end there. It continues because 
you are called into full commu-
nion with the Church so that you 
can continue to grow in holiness. 
Your vocation is to become a 
saint in this life and in the life to 
come … and to achieve our true 
destiny, which is heaven.”

“We live in a world that wants 
you to be comfortable, a world 
that wants you to only worry 
about yourself, a world that says 
it is only about ‘me,’” Bishop 
Caggiano told the group. “We 
come here to tell the world that it 
is wrong. And that a person who 
truly wishes to find himself or 
herself will never be afraid to go 
into the desert.…There we find 
Christ, and in finding Christ, we 
have found everything we need.”

The Rite of Election, which 
is traditionally held on the first 
Sunday of Lent, marks the end 
of the formation period of study 
and prayer and the beginning 
of the final preparation for the 
Sacraments of Initiation at 
Easter—Baptism, Eucharist and 
Confirmation.

During the service, catechu-
mens (those who haven’t been 
baptized yet) and candidates 
(those who have been baptized 
but want to receive Eucharist and 
Confirmation) came forward to 
the altar to be personally greeted 
by Bishop Caggiano, who told 
them, “I will be praying for you.”

Rose Talbot-Babey, coordina-

tor of Family Faith Formation 
for the diocese, said they then 
sign the “Book of Election” to 
signify their desire to receive the 
sacraments and be received into 
full communion with the Church.

Deacon Jeff Kingsley, who 
served as master of ceremonies, has 
been an RCIA coordinator since 
2006, starting at St. Joseph Parish 
in Shelton and currently at St. 
Margaret Mary. He and his wife, 
Diane, lead RCIA classes together.

“We share our life experiences 
with them and teach them about 
the Catholic faith,” Diane said. 
“They see us practicing our faith, 
and they’re attracted to that excite-
ment and the love of God in us.”

Deacon Jeff points out that 
RCIA is a formation program and 
not just educational instruction.

“You want them to embrace 
Catholicism as a way of life,” he 
said. “You have to teach them to 
pray and about the sacraments 
and the Church. You also have 
to share your faith. Our faith is 
really a relationship, and people 
have to grow in developing that 
relationship.”

Deacon Jeff often refers to 
the program as “RCIF”—“Rite 
of Christian Initiation for 

Families”—and stresses the 
importance of other family mem-
bers participating in the forma-
tion process along with the cat-
echumens so they can learn and 
grow together.

The first step in the RCIA 
program involves a reflective 
period of inquiry, when a per-
son inspired by the Holy Spirit 
expresses interest in becoming a 
Catholic. This is followed by the 
Rite of Initiation when a new 
member is accepted into the wor-
shipping community. Next, there 
is a period of learning and forma-
tion, sharing and prayer called 
the Catechumenate, which typi-
cally lasts from the First Sunday 
in Advent to the First Sunday in 
Lent. During Lent, members are 
urged to increase their prayer and 
get closer to God. At the Easter 
Vigil, they receive the sacraments 
and are fully welcomed into the 
community of believers. This is 
followed by “Mystagogy,” a time 
to further explore the mysteries of 
the faith and go forth to build the 
kingdom of God on Earth.

As Bishop Caggiano told the 
group, their mission is “to truly 
become Christ’s mirror in the 
world.”                                n

Chrism Mass

PREPARING TO ENTER THE CHURCH—More than 250 people of all 
ages took the final step toward joining the Church at the Rite of Election and 
Call to Conversion held at the First Sunday of Lent at St. Theresa Church in 
Trumbull. They will be fully welcomed into the Church at the Easter Vigil in 
parishes throughout the diocese.

Wednesday, March 28, 3 pm
St. Augustine Cathedral

Celebrated by Bishop Frank J. Caggiano

Blessing of the Holy Oils 
Renewal of Priestly Promises

All are welcome!
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Latest News

Reorganization of the Diaconate Office
BRIDGEPORT—A major 

restructuring of the Permanent 
Diaconate Formation program was 
put into place effective February 12 
by Bishop Frank J. Caggiano. 

The purpose of the restructur-
ing is to ensure that the diocese 
continues to attract qualified 
candidates to the diaconate, that 
their formation is of the highest 
quality, and that their ongoing 
formation remains a priority after 
ordination, the bishop said.

In order to revitalize the 
program and allocate resources 
more effectively, the Director 
of the Diaconate position has 
been eliminated and replaced 
with three part-time positions. 
The bishop has named Father 
Michael Novajosky Coordinator 
of Diaconate Formation; Deacon 
Tim Bolton as Coordinator of 
Diaconate Vocations; and Deacon 
Jerry Lambert as Coordinator of 
Continuing Formation.  

“I am confident that the 
new team of Father Novajosky, 
Deacon Bolton and Deacon 
Lambert will attract good can-
didates and provide them with 
excellent theological and pastoral 
formation, and help ordained 
deacons to commit to lifelong 
learning and spiritual growth,” 
the bishop said. 

These three coordinators will 
report directly to the vicar for 
clergy and meet monthly with 
him and the vicar general. 

In addition to their new respon-
sibilities, Father Novajosky will 
become pastor of St. Augustine 
Cathedral Parish in June. Deacon 
Tim Bolton will continue to serve 
as supervisor of Pastoral Care at 
St. Vincent’s Medical Center, and 
Deacon Lambert will also remain 
as deacon at St. Mary Parish in 
Ridgefield.

The bishop also thanked 
Deacon Anthony Cassaneto for 
his dedication and hard work 
over the last two years. 

“He has done a tremendous job 
in putting into place the necessary 
changes that were identified by 

the Diaconal Task Force and in 
establishing a solid relationship with 
St. Joseph Seminary,” said Bishop 
Caggiano. “What he has accom-
plished will, for years to come, leave 
a positive and lasting mark on the 
Permanent Diaconate Formation 
program, and I will always be grate-
ful to him for his service.”

Deacon Bolton will be respon-
sible for promoting vocational 
awareness of the diaconate and 
recruiting potential inquirers. In 
this capacity, he will supervise a 
small team of deacons, candidates 
and laypersons to meet regularly 
to assist recruitment efforts. 

He will attend parish men’s 
ministry meetings, Knights of 
Columbus meetings and men’s 
retreats to promote the permanent 

to achieve greater pastoral and 
spiritual formation, improved 
homiletics training, and encourage 
closer collaboration with the priest 
facilitators and faculty who teach 
during the formation weekends.

 In the new role as Coordinator 
of Continuing Formation, Deacon 
Lambert will create, supervise and 
evaluate an ongoing diaconate 
continuing education and forma-
tion program. He will implement 
a three-year continuing education 
plan for all newly ordained dea-
cons and collaborate formally 
with the members of the Diaconal 
Council, who represent the nine 
Deaneries, in order to identify and 
provide educational support for 
permanent deacons and investi-
gate online courses in partnership 
with the Leadership Institute. 

Deacon Lambert will also plan 
and lead annual convocations, 
hold liturgical training sessions to 
ensure consistency and excellence 
when serving at the altar and 
work with the Center for Ignatian 
Spirituality at Fairfield University 
to assist deacons in finding a 
qualified spiritual director.

(For information on the diaconate 
program, contact: Father Michael 
Novajosky, Coordinator of Diaconate 
Formation: 203.416.1451 or frnova-
josky@diobpt.org.)                        n

diaconate and will occasionally 
speak at parish Masses about the 
diaconate.

As Coordinator of Diaconate 
Formation, Father Novajosky will 
supervise every aspect of the forma-
tion program for those men prepar-
ing for ordination to the diaconate. 
He will maintain a working rela-
tionship with St. Joseph Seminary, 
where diaconate classes take place, 
and research the establishment of a 
satellite campus within the Diocese 
of Bridgeport. 

He will also manage the men-
toring program for the men in 
formation and a program for their 
wives and establish a Formation 
Program Spiritual Director 
Coordinator. He will re-engineer 
deacon formation weekends 

Formation re-imagined: start of something big!
MONROE—In the mid 

1950s, Steve Allen wrote his 
now-immortal song, “This Could 
Be the Start of Something Big.” 
It became his theme song for 
his television shows and, some 
would say, his entire life. 

But the song was men-
tioned on Wednesday morning, 
February 21, at St. Jude Parish 
in Monroe for a different reason. 
Patrick Donovan, executive direc-
tor of the diocesan Leadership 
Institute, told the seventy people 
gathered at the workshop on 
Faith Formation that the song 
had been on his mind in recent 
weeks.

“As we have been preparing 
for this day, there has been a song 
stuck in my head,” Donovan 
joked. “As soon as I mention it, it 
will be stuck in yours.”

He then outlined how the 

work of the Fourth Diocesan 
Synod had led to the formation of 
the Diocesan Catechetical Task 
Force and how that group had 
labored for 18 months on the doc-
ument, “An Invitation to Lifelong 
Formation,” which was published 

told the participants, book in 
hand. “This is our manual, our 
go-to document for the work of 
diocesan formation leaders and 
for all of us as we work together 
to improve the way we form the 
faithful. If you have not read it in 
full, get started.”

Those gathered represent-
ed twenty-one parishes that 
have accepted Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano’s invitation and have 
opted to be “all in” when it 
comes to re-imagining formation 
in their parishes. They will attend 
two more workshops like the one 
at St. Jude’s and participate in 
online modules and webinars. 

Though each parish was asked 
to put a team together for the pro-
cess, some parishes chose to only 
send one or two people, which 
was just fine for Donovan.

“This is new, and when you 

tell people that ‘everything is 
on the table,’ it is easy to be 
overwhelmed,” Donovan said. 
“Parishes can add to their teams 
anytime during the process. This 
entire journey of reimagining 
faith formation will take time 
and, like so many things in life, is 
a work in progress.”

An additional sixteen parish-
es have chosen to focus on one 
or even several components of 
lifelong faith formation and will 
participate in online meetings and 
face-to-face gatherings that will be 
scheduled in the coming weeks. 

This Wednesday morning’s 
workshop was led by John 
Roberto, founder of Lifelong 
Faith, who served as the first 
diocesan director of youth minis-
try in the Diocese of Bridgeport 
under Bishop Walter Curtis. 

in September 2017. 
The document, which has 

gained attention across the coun-
try, offers a framework for par-
ishes to re-imagine formation at 
every level of development. 

“This is our text,” Donovan 

Father Michael Novajosky

➤ continued on page 4

DeacoN tiM BoltoN DeacoN jerry laMBert

GATHERING TO RE-IMAGINE FAITH FORMATION, representatives of 
21 parishes joined in the first workshop at St. Jude parish in Monroe.



March 2018
4

Catholic Funerals

BRIDGEPORT—On 
February 11, Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano met with a group of 45 
funeral directors at the Catholic 
Center for a wide-ranging discus-
sion about Catholic funeral prac-
tices, including cremation, fees, 
eulogies, and the condition of the 
diocese’s nine cemeteries.

 Bishop Caggiano brought 
the funeral directors together to 
solicit their thoughts and input 
about diocesan burial practices. 
The session was the first step in 
updating the diocesan sacramen-
tal guidelines, which were last 
revised in 1983.

 “You are the face of compas-

Bishop meets with funeral 
directors to discuss rites

sion,” the bishop told the group, 
“you are part of the pastoral min-
istry of our diocese.” 

 Msgr. Thomas Powers, vicar 
general, said the funeral directors 
will help inform members of the 
Diocesan Liturgical Commission, 
formed by the bishop to oversee 
the project to revise sacramental 
guidelines. The funeral rites are 
the first area to be considered.

 “My goal is to create a set 
of uniform, comprehensive and 
effective guidelines for the pas-
toral and liturgical worship sur-
rounding all the sacraments of the 
Church,” Bishop Caggiano said.

 The process is beginning with 

funeral rites because in recent 
years there have been inconsistent 
practices and confusion. He said, 
“We live in an evolving world 
that has become a hodgepodge of 
practices around burials.”

 The Liturgical Commission 
will draft provisional norms that 
take into consideration the input 
from the funeral directors. They 
will be reviewed at the General 
Meeting of the Presbyterate on 
April 18, and a first draft will be 
shared with the funeral directors. 

 By September the norms will 
be introduced, but they will not 
be finalized until the following 
September after a trial period 

during which any necessary revi-
sions will be made.

 The bishop asked the directors 
for an honest assessment about 
“what they are experiencing doing 
the work God has given them.” 
The discussion was open and can-
did and covered areas from pricing 
to differences in parish policies 
and the need for capital improve-
ments in the cemeteries. 

One concern that emerged 

from the meeting was that not 
all Catholics who want a funer-
al Mass and Christian burial 
when they die can depend on 
surviving family members to 
carry out those wishes. This is a 
growing phenomenon throughout 
the country. Bishop Caggiano 
said the diocese would explore 
developing a system that would 
pre-plan funeral rites so there 

Please join Bishop Caggiano in celebration and support of Catholic education throughout the Diocese of Bridgeport

2018 Annual Spring Gala
Thursday, April 19, 2018 — 6:00-9:30 pm

The Woodway Country Club, Darien

For more information contact Karen Sportini 
ksportini@foundationsineducation.org or call 203.416.1671 

Gala Committee:
Chairs: Tom Cingari 
and Mary Donovan

Janet Catenacci
Peggy Cobb
Xandy Duffy

Gloria Garvey
 Elise Major

Jody Myers
Barbara Ripp

Jennifer St. Victor de Pinho 
Karen Sportini

Holly Doherty-Lemoine

2018 Honorees
Roger J. Fox, for his tireless efforts  
on behalf of Catholic Education

Jo-Anne Jakab, for a profound,  
lifetime commitment to Catholic Education

Daniel J. McCarthy,  
Frontier Communications, for an exemplary 
corporate commitment to Catholic Education

Roberto is an expert in youth, 
family and intergenerational min-
istry. His book, Reimagining Faith 
Formation, will serve as a supple-
mental text and was distributed to 
those gathered. 

“Today is indeed the start of 
something big,” Donovan said. 
“We are at the precipice of great 
renewal, great change, great 
opportunities. We are about to 
embark on an adventure that 
could change the Church in the 
Diocese of Bridgeport as we 

and leadership.
(This workshop was recorded 

for those unable to attend. The next 
Formation Re-imagined workshop is 
April 9 at St. John Parish in Darien. 
If your parish is interested in accept-
ing Bishop Caggiano’s Invitation 
to Lifelong Formation, contact the 
Leadership Institute: institute@
diobpt.org or 203.416.1670. To read 
the bishop’s invitation, visit www.
formationreimagined.org.)          n

know it.”
The focus of the first work-

shop, facilitated by Roberto, was 
to lay the groundwork for moving 
from programs to people, incor-
porating technology into ministry 
more effectively, and reaching 
out to those Roberto calls, “the 
occasional Catholics.”

“You saw them Ash 
Wednesday,” Roberto said, “and 
you will see them in about forty 
days. These are the people that 
check in once in a while but are not 

Formation re-imagined From page 2

child is baptized?” Roberto asked. 
“We all know the answer to that: 
very little. I am telling you now, 
that if we wait until the child 
is six years old, it is simply too 
late.”

This was confirmed, Donovan 
commented, in the work of the 
Catechetical Task Force. Those 
parishes who indicated that they 
engage children between Baptism 
and First Communion are three 
times more likely to retain a con-
nection to those families.

“We need to start thinking 
and acting ecologically in every-
thing we do.” Roberto said. “For 
example, if we are creating a plan 
for children’s faith formation, 
we need to consider how we will 
engage children in faith commu-
nity experiences with all gener-
ations. Once we have identified 
faith-forming experiences in the 
broader ecology, we can identify 
the unique age-group experiences 
we need to provide children.

“A new faith forming ecology 
must be responsive to the chal-
lenges of the twenty-first century 
world and the religious and spiri-
tual needs of people today.”

Before closing the day, 
Roberto assigned homework. 
Parish leaders are to continue to 
build their teams and complete 
a congregational faith formation 
assessment tool, which provides a 
way for parish leaders to examine 
how it is currently forming faith 
through parish life, family faith 
formation, age-group faith forma-
tion, missional faith formation 

actively engaged in the parish.”
In addition, Roberto told 

participants that “we are a ten-de-
cade world. People are living lon-
ger. Yet we are not a ten-decade 
Church.”

“Confirmation preparation 
takes two years in some parish-
es, but Baptism preparation for 
new parents is one ninety-minute 
session on a Sunday afternoon,” 
he added. “There is something 
wrong with that picture.”

“And what happens after the 
List of parishes 
in attendance:

Holy Spirit, Stamford 
Our Lady of Grace, Stratford 

Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Stamford

Sacred Heart, Georgetown
St. Ann, Bridgeport

St. Cecilia, Stamford 
St. Catherine of Siena, 

Riverside
St. Catherine of Siena, 

Trumbull
St. Elizabeth Seton, Ridgefield 

St. James, Stratford
St. John, Darien

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, 
Shelton

St. Mary, Bethel
St. Mary, Ridgefield
St. Paul, Greenwich
St. Pius X, Fairfield

St. Rose of Lima, Newtown
St. Thomas Aquinas, Fairfield 

St. Thomas the Apostle, 
Norwalk

St. Thomas More, Darien
St. Peter, Danbury

➤ continued on page 7
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Lenten Journey
Bishop calls for ‘Reconciliation Monday’

By JOE PISANI 

Father Rob Kinnally, pastor 
of St. Aloysius Parish in New 
Canaan, still remembers his first 
Confession almost 50 years ago. 
He was seven years old and went 
to Father Foley, who had been at 
Christ the King Church in Yonkers 
for “what seemed like forever.” 
The world was a different place. 
The Beatles were singing “All You 
Need Is Love,” and America was 
embroiled in the Vietnam War. 

“I remember being nervous, 
but not afraid at all,” he recalls, 
although he did obsess somewhat 
over the number of times he 
teased his sister and how many 
times he didn’t do a chore his 
parents asked him to perform.

During those early years when 
he went to Confession with his 
parents and his sister, the lines 
were long and they knew everyone 
there. As a priest, he still receives 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
regularly, when he meets with his 
spiritual director each month and 
when the opportunity presents 
itself. It’s something he recom-
mends for all Catholics during 
Lent, particularly those who have 
been away from the sacrament.

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
has designated March 26 as 
“Reconciliation Monday” through-
out the Diocese of Bridgeport. 
Three parishes within each of the 
nine Deaneries—a total of 27 par-
ishes—will offer the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation from 3 to 9 pm so 
Catholics can experience God’s 
mercy as Holy Week begins.

“The Sacrament of Penance 
and Reconciliation provides a 
profound opportunity to be freed 
from our personal sins and to 
experience the healing love of 
Christ for you and me,” said 
Bishop Caggiano, who will also 
hear confessions on that day. 
“In terms of spiritual healing, 
we must never forget that this 
precious gift is always available, 
simply for the asking.”

“What keeps people away is 
fear and embarrassment,” Father 
Kinnally said. “We always have 
to reassure them this is a sacred 
moment. No one should ever 
be embarrassed. We’ve heard it 
all before. We’re here to impart 
God’s mercy. We’re not judges.” 

Even if someone tells him it 
has been 25 years since their last 
Confession, his response is always 

“Welcome back.” He encourages 
people to receive the sacrament fre-
quently because “it’s the only place 
where we can feel Jesus’ love and 
mercy in a very tangible way and 
receive forgiveness and grace.”

Some people, he said, don’t 
think they have to receive the 
sacrament because their attitude is 
“God knows what I did and every 
night I say I’m sorry.” That, how-
ever, is not sufficient. We need to 
engage in the sacrament with a 
priest, who represents Christ.

Father Kinnally said, “The term 
‘reconciliation’ is perfect because 
when we sin, we separate ourselves 
from God. We get off track, and the 
sacrament provides us with a very 
direct experience of God’s mercy. 
God not only forgives but forgets, 
and our sin is completely wiped 
away. The sacrament restores us to 
a right relationship with God and it 
repairs our relationship with the rest 
of the community.”

Father Brian Gannon, pastor 
of St. Theresa Parish in Trumbull, 
said that because of social net-
working, the constant use of cell 
phones and computers, relation-
ships are depersonalized in our 
culture, and young people in par-
ticular need a personal encounter 
with Jesus Christ in the person of 
the priest in Confession.

“Kids today need Confession 
more than ever, not because they’re 
worse sinners than anyone else but 
because the spiritual vacuum in our 
culture makes it all the more imper-
ative that we fill that vacuum with 
Jesus Christ,” he said. “The super-
natural hates a vacuum, and if it is 
not filled by Jesus, it will be filled 
by something else. Once kids come 
to the sacrament, they’re drawn to 
it. They’re looking for affirmation 
and for love.”

Father Gannon, who served 
as chaplain at Notre Dame High 
School for three years, also empha-

sizes the need for family members 
to go to Confession together. 

“The more that children and 
teenagers see Mom and Dad walk 
through that confessional door, 
the more they will understand 
its importance,” he said. “Who 
needs Confession more? The 
8-year-old or the 38-year-old? 
When the whole family comes to 
Confession, enormous amounts 
of grace enter that family.”

How often should they receive 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation? 
Canon law says at least once a 
year, he said, although St. John 
Paul II and Mother Teresa went 
once a week. But as a practical 
matter, families should make an 
effort to go once a month.  

“Mom and Dad,” he said, 
“the greatest gift you can give 
your children is to bring them to 
Confession and have them see 
you go to Confession.”

Father Thomas Thorne, pastor 
of Church of the Assumption in 
Westport, said his attitude toward 
the sacrament changed drastically 
while he was in minor seminary 
in Ontario, Canada. He recalls 
that in second grade he went to 
his first Confession at St. Peter 
Church in Danbury and thought 
that, even at that age, he had to 
touch on every commandment in 
his list of sins.

However, 13 years later, his 
confessor Father Tony told him, 
“You’re in your 20s and you 
have to start celebrating the sac-
rament as a 20-year-old and not 
as a 10-year-old.” He challenged 
him to celebrate the sacrament in 
a mature way that was more joy-
ful and less fearful.

Father Thorne said that above 
the door of every reconciliation 
room should be a quote by spiri-
tual writer Father Richard Rohr, 
OFM: “This room exists not 
because you are bad but because 
God is good.” 

“We repent not because God 
stopped loving us, but because we 

have been deficient in our love 
for God,” Father Thorne said. 

When he encounters some-
one who has been away from 
the sacrament a long time, he 
says, “I offer a warm welcome 
and remind them God’s love is 
unconditional and that our moti-
vation isn’t to get God to love us 
again—it is to help us improve 
and be more loving of God and 
others and change what is selfish 
and sinful in ourselves.”

Father Thorne has been hearing 
confessions for 42 years, and when 
people come to him who are fear-
ful, shy or embarrassed, he takes 
advantage of the opportunity to 
make them feel loved and forgiven.

“Confession should no longer 
be memorized, rubric and pre-
fabricated, but a heart-to-heart 
encounter with God,” he said.

“I grew up thinking God was 
out to catch me, but today young 
people are growing up with the 
belief that God is always ready to 
forgive them,” he said.

As a priest, he says, “My mis-
sion in life isn’t to make people 
feel guilty; it is to make them feel 
loved.” And over the years, different 
confessors have taught him how to 
be a good listener, non-judgmental, 
patient and encouraging.                 n

DEANERY A (Queen of Peace) 
1. St. Andrew Parish: 
 435 Anton St., Bridgeport 
2. St. Ann Parish: 481 Brewster 
 St., Bridgeport 
3. St. Augustine Cathedral: 399
 Washington Ave., Bridgeport

DEANERY B (Mystical Rose) 
1. Our Lady of Grace Parish:  
 497 Second Hill Lane,   
 Stratford 
2. St. James Parish: 2070 Main  
 St., Stratford 
3. St. Lawrence Parish: 505  
 Shelton Ave., Shelton

DEANERY C (Queen of Martyrs) 
1. Christ the King Parish: 4700  
 Madison Ave., Trumbull 
2. St. Jude Parish: 707 Monroe  
 Tpk., Monroe 
3. St. Rose of Lima Parish: 46  
 Church Hill Rd., Newtown

DEANERY D (Our Lady, Queen 
of Confessors) 

1. Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish:  
 46 Stone St., Danbury 
2. St. Edward the Confessor  
 Parish: 21 Brush Hill Rd.,  
 New Fairfield 
3. St. Joseph Parish: 8 Robinson  
 Ave., Danbury

DEANERY E (Seat of Wisdom) 
1. St. Francis of Assisi Parish: 
 35 Norfield Rd., Weston 
2. St. Mary Parish: 55 Catoonah  
 St., Ridgefield 
3. St. Patrick Parish: 169 Black  
 Rock Tpk., Redding

DEANERY F (Queen Assumed 
into Heaven) 
1. Church of the Assumption: 
 98 Riverside Ave., Westport 
2. Our Lady of the Assumption  
 Parish: 545 Stratfield Rd.,  
 Fairfield 
3. St. Pius X Parish: 834   
 Brookside Drive, Fairfield

DEANERY G (Mother of Divine Grace) 

1. St. Aloysius Parish: 
 21 Cherry St., New Canaan 
2. St. John Parish: 1986 Post  
 Rd., Darien 
3. St. Matthew Parish: 216  
 Scribner Ave., Norwalk

DEANERY H (Cause of Our Joy) 
1. Church of St. Cecilia: 1184  
 Newfield Ave., Stamford 
2. Holy Name of Jesus   
 Parish: 325 Washington  
 Blvd., Stamford 
3. Sacred Heart Parish: 
 37 Schuyler Ave., Stamford

DEANERY I (Mary, Mother of 
the Church) 
1. St. Catherine of Siena 
 Parish: 4 Riverside Ave., 
 Greenwich 
2. St. Mary Parish: 178   
 Greenwich Ave., Greenwich 
3. St. Michael the Archangel  
 Parish: 469 North St.,   
 Greenwich   

Priests will be hearing Confessions at the following locations 
on Reconciliation Monday, March 26, from 3-9 pm:
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Youth Rally
CONVIVIO, a weekend conference 

for high school students, run by youth, 
for youth, included talks, small group 
discussion, games, prayer and worship 
led by peer ministers. It was held the 
weekend of March 2-4 at Sacred Heart 
University in Fairfield. This year’s 
theme was “Made for More.” 

Their personal reflections testify 
to the power of faith during the 
weekend.

Teddy Whiteman, president of 
Convivio CT 2018 is a senior at 
Fairfield Prep and parishioner of 
St. Catherine of Siena Parish in 
Trumbull:

Throughout the Convivio 
weekend, I witnessed the mag-
nificent nature of one united 
Catholic group. Often times the 
greatest struggle for a Catholic 
teenager is to “fit in” amidst the 
push from an ever-growing secu-
lar world. We feel the pull to “be 
normal” and thus to abandon our 
faith.

Convivio, on the other hand, 
pulled us to the opposing conclu-
sion; one can be strong in his or 
her faith, and be celebrated among 
peers. The students, along with 
me and all the other group leaders, 
found new relationships that will 
surely last for years to come. 

As for my personal experience, 

this Convivio was special to me 
because I held the co-presidential 
role, along with Elizabeth Vas. For 
this year, I worried that my new 
role might create a barrier between 
the participants and myself. 

Responding to this concern, I 
set out to connect personally and 
deeply with new participants at 
Convivio. Additionally, I strove 
to build lasting relationships that 
developed to more than a simple 
“good morning!” to these new 
friends over my snapchat streaks. 
Rather, I met and discussed with 
ten or so participants that shared 
amazing stories. Luis, Diego, 

Convivio is always such an 
amazing experience. The thing 
that makes it so special is that it 
is a retreat for teens, planned by 
teens. Every aspect, including the 
theme and talks, are very appli-
cable to the struggles we face as 
high schoolers. 

Although it can sometimes 
be difficult for young Catholics 
to understand, the theme of 
the weekend taught us we are 
all truly “Made for More.” As 
Travis Moran said in his talk, 
serving and honoring God in all 
that we do in today’s world is no 
easy task. Being Catholic isn’t 
supposed to be easy, but as this 
weekend showed us, there are 
very prevalent, negative things 
in the high school culture and 
our world that make it that much 
harder. Also, as Sister Oresville 

told us, by saying “no” to one 
thing, we are able to say “yes” 
to so many others, including the 
fruits of God’s love for us. I think 
that message was very powerful 
for all the participants. 

Because to some extent, we 
have all become victims to the ills 
of our secular society—the one 
that tells us we need to be certain 
people, and do certain things, and 
that if those are done we will be 
happy. After being told this time 
and time again, receiving a mes-
sage to the contrary this weekend 
was very refreshing. 

Getting that reassurance that 
God has a plan for us, a plan 
that is greater than any high 
school party and one that will 
surround us forever, was some-
thing a lot of people needed to 
hear this weekend.                   n

Convivio inspires:

Nadya, Casey, and Kaylee 
include some of the wonderful 
friends I met, to whom I owe 
much of my joy and excitement 
through every day of the retreat.

I am sure that Convivio will 
continue to provide a perfect 
environment for a genuine 
“Catholic Community” that 
fosters relationships for every par-
ticipant, so long as they “take the 
jump” and “dive into love.” 

Claire Regan, vice-president of 
Convivio CT 2018, is a senior at 
Fairfield Warde High School and 
a parishioner of St. Pius X Parish 
in Fairfield:

Rated #1 in New England

in Total Customer Satisfaction
Year after Year

767 Bridgeport Avenue (Rt. 1)  •  Milford, Connecticut 06040

203.877.2888  •  courtneyhonda.com
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School News
Optimism and excitement over new school model

By BriaN D. Wallace 

Diocesan Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Steven 
Cheeseman and St. Joseph School 
Taskforce members unveiled 
plans for the new school model 
at a meeting attended by parents 
and educators on March 8 at St. 
Joseph Parish in Brookfield.

“The bishop charged us with 
creating a school that is authen-
tically Catholic, academically 
excellent, and financially viable,” 
Dr. Cheeseman said. “And we 
believe this model does all three.”

Dr. Cheeseman said that, 
based on the results of a recent 
survey of parents, he is optimis-
tic that the school will reach an 
enrollment of 100 students.

“Most of the responses said 
they were likely to re-enroll their 
students,” he said, noting that 
he hopes the group of undecid-

ed parents will be excited by 
the plans. Only a small number 
responded that their children 
would not return to school.

“This model will work. It 
comes down to if you all want it,” 
he said to the parents, encouraging 
them to register their children. “I 
know this will be a great educa-
tional experience for your child.”

He told parents that the multi-
age plan is “not experimental,” 
and that it has been gradually 
taking hold in many private and 
public schools, including schools 
in the area, since the 1990s.

Throughout the evening, 
Taskforce members offered pre-
sentations on all aspects of the 
plan, including classroom organi-
zation, technology, finances and 
other activities.

“This group of people has 
worked incredibly hard, giving 
countless hours over the last 

five weeks,” Dr. Cheeseman 
said as he thanked members for 
their enthusiasm and passion for 
the project, which will give the 
school “a fresh start.”

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
had introduced the plan for the 

transition of St. Joseph School 
into the new blended learning and 
“multi-age” model” at a meeting 
concerning the future of the school 
held on January 18. At that time, 
the bishop said that parents would 
play a key role in the process and 

the diocese would be transparent 
in its communications.

Since that time, a Taskforce 
of parents and educators, assisted 
by sub-committees of parents, 
have been studying the multi-age 
model, visiting other schools and 
working to shape it to the needs 
of St. Joseph students.

Much of what parents learned 
at the March meeting was not 
new, because they had been 
updated in weekly email newslet-
ter and the information had been 
posted on the website. However, 
the evening did introduce final 
plans and additional details.

The new model will change 
the name of the school to St. 
Joseph Catholic Academy of 
Brookfield, consistent with other 
school reorganizations in the dio-
cese. The new governance model 
will include a Board of Directors, 

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL TASKFORCE MEMBERS—presented in-depth 
reports on the new “multi-age” model proposed for the St. Joseph’s School and 
fielded questions during the presentation. They reviewed every aspect of the 
proposal from education and financial to computer technology and the shape 
of the new classrooms.

➤ continued on page 8

is no confusion about what the 
deceased wanted and their wishes 
would be fulfilled. 

In response to one question, 
Bishop Caggiano pointed out 
that, according to Canon Law, 
no one can be denied a Christian 
burial if he or she is baptized. The 
deceased does not have to be a 
registered parishioner in a parish.  

Another area of concern was 
eulogies during the service. The 
directors said practices vary from 
parish to parish. While the Order 
of Christian Funerals, which out-
lines the funeral and burial rites 
of the Church, does not permit 
eulogies, “words of remembrance” 
may be offered after Communion.  

Looking ahead, the bishop 
said one of his goals is for every 
parish to have a bereavement 
group, a team of lay ministers 
who are trained to offer care and 
compassion for those suffering 
loss and grief during the days and 
weeks after the funeral.

 Bishop Caggiano said he wants 
the diocese and its 82 pastors to 
move toward a “commonality of 
practices” and that the develop-
ment of the sacramental norms will 
facilitate reaching that goal. 

The management of the 
Catholic cemeteries in the diocese 
recently changed, and the bishop 
told the group it will take several 
years to achieve the standard of 
quality he wants.

“The cemeteries are part of a 
pastoral mission of the Church 
and a pastoral outreach to the 
bereaved,” he said. “And I want to 
imagine what the whole ministry of 
bereavement should look like and 
what it means for people.”

 Bishop Caggiano told the 
group his primary concern is 
“that when a person comes into 
our cemeteries, it should be an 
inviting, welcoming, prayerful, 
respectful place because it is 
sacred ground.” 

Each year in the nine Catholic 
cemeteries, there are 1,800 burials 
and 3,500 funerals. The directors 
estimated that half of the services 
are traditional and the other half 
consists of a wide variety of pos-
sibilities from no service at all to 
a cremation with no burial.

“Everybody wants to do 
their own thing,” one director 
said, adding that many people 
don’t know what the rules of the 
Church are or understand their 
significance.

“That is a major concern for 
us,” the bishop said.

A recent letter from the 
Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith titled, “Ad resur-
gendum cum Christo” (“To rise 
with Christ”), said that if a family 
chooses cremation, the cremains 
must be buried in a sacred place 
such as a Catholic cemetery or 
crypt and not displayed in a home.

Ashes are not to be scattered 
or divided among family mem-
bers or friends, out of respect 
for the human dignity of the 
deceased. The instructions reaf-
firm the Catholic belief in the 
immortality of the soul and the 
resurrection of the body.

Frank Spodnick, who last year 
was appointed the director of 
Catholic Funeral and Cemetery 
Services, told the group he plans 

to improve the diocesan cemeter-
ies and provide more training for 
those who work in the system. 

Spodnick cited several projects 
he has undertaken to rehabilitate 
facilities and said funds have been 
approved to improve the infrastruc-
ture. In addition, he said, “We are 
responding almost weekly to the 
needs of the less fortunate.”

Msgr. Powers said he was 
pleased with the meeting. “This is 

the first time in the history of the 
diocese that all funeral directors 
were invited to share their ideas 
with the bishop,” he said. 

“It is important because we 
as a Church collaborate with 
them, and they are on the front 
lines and are often the first to 
meet with a family who has lost a 
loved one. We must depend upon 
each other to have common prac-
tices and goals.”                          n

Funeral directors From page 4
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Local News
Prison ministry offers hope

By Pat heNNessy

“When people go against the 
mores of society they have to 
be corrected,” said John Santa, 
opening a talk on prison min-
istry sponsored by the Council 
of Religious of the Diocese of 
Bridgeport. “That’s a good thing, 
of itself. All societies have that.”

The problem, as he explained 
in a talk given at the Catholic 
Center in Bridgeport on March 5, 
is that our criminal justice system 
is out of whack. The prison pop-
ulation has quadrupled in the last 
20 years. In the 1990s a new pris-
on opened every two weeks—a 
total of 292 new prisons in that 
decade.

In a strange twist, this dys-
functional system provides an 
extraordinary way to live the 
Catholic faith, both in visiting the 
imprisoned and in advocating for 
a more just society. 

“Living Our Faith Through 
Prison Ministry,” sponsored 
by the Council of Religious of 
the Diocese of Bridgeport, was 
presented by Santa, a Knight of 

about ‘correction,’” he said. 
“We don’t treat people in prison. 
They don’t have the funding or 
the people to do it, so barely 15 
percent of the people who have 
these afflictions get treated for 
them.”

On their release, often without 
any identification—not even their 
driver’s license—and usually with 
no job, former prisoners face a 
bleak future. The end result? 

“More prison means more 
crime, not less. What we man-
ufacture in prison is poverty,” 
Santa told the group.

What can anyone do in 
response? “We need volun-
teers to visit prisoners,” said 
Tunstall, who volunteers at 
Garner Correctional Institution 
in Newtown. “We get into this 
because Jesus told us to ‘visit the 
imprisoned.’ You don’t need to 
be versed in Scripture, you don’t 
need to be a trained facilitator. 
You just need to show up and 
show hope.”

Parish involvement in helping 
re-entry would also be valuable. 

“The only thing you have in 

prison is time—time for hope or 
despair,” said Stefano Santilli, a 
member of St. Pius X, Fairfield, 
who attended the talk. Santilli has 
been involved in prison ministry 
for the past three years. “To offer 
someone hope—this is the most 
fulfilling ministry I’ve ever done.”

Richard Earls, a member of 
the Knights of Columbus Council 
#8013 that meets at St. Theresa 
Parish in Trumbull, came to the 
talk to learn more and become 
more effective. Five Knights 
from St. Theresa are currently 
volunteering at the Bridgeport 
Correctional Center. “It’s a way 
to strengthen your faith by put-
ting faith into practice,” he said.

Sharing faith in prison 
becomes a two-way experience. 
“You’re face to face with God 
when you look at them, look 
them in the eyes and share with 
them,” said Rita Lambert, a 
member of St. Catherine of Siena 
Parish in Trumbull who has vol-
unteered in prison ministry for 
over 20 years. In her time volun-
teering, Lambert has taken part in 
14 Emmaus prison retreats. “God 
is present with them.”

(To find out more or to volunteer 
for prison ministry, contact John 
Santa: jsanta@johnsanta.com or 
203.218.0918. For more about the 
Malta Justice Initiative, go to www.
maltajusticeinitiative.org.)             n

Malta, and Richard Tunstall. 
Both men are members of the 
Malta Justice Initiative, an 
organization that offers spiritu-
al encouragement to prisoners 
through a program of “Catholic 
Sharing,” and advocates for pris-
on justice reform.

Santa, a corporate CEO in the 
energy business, was in formation 
with the Order of Malta when 
he had occasion to visit a friend 
in prison. “The Order of Malta 
works in behalf of sick and poor 
people, and calls for spirituality 
in action,” explained Santa. “I 
looked around me and saw the 
sick and the poor—a captive audi-
ence, literally. What a wonderful 
way to put our Catholic faith into 
action, visiting with people who 
can never repay you.”

During his prison visits, Santa 
learned of the minimal support 
prisoners receive. They have 
access to limited spiritual pro-
grams, with little addiction ther-
apy, anger management or job 
training. 

“They call it the Department 
of Correction, but prison isn’t 

a Head of School and Director of 
Education, Dr. Cheeseman said.

The Board of Directors is 
expected to be in place in January 
2019. In the meantime, the 
Superintendent of Schools and 
Bishop Caggiano will be the act-
ing board members.

Dr. Cheeseman announced 
that Immaculate High School 
President Mary Maloney has 
agreed to serve as Head of 
School. She will also continue to 
lead the high school. 

Current plans call for eight full-
time teachers and nine part-time 
teaching aides and other employ-
ees to serve the estimated 100 stu-
dents who will return in the fall.

Rather than traditional class-
rooms, the multi-age model calls 
for groupings of four or five 
students into larger “bands.” 
Placement within classes will be 
determined through teacher obser-
vations, student classroom assess-
ments, standardized tests, and 
student progress in content areas.

“Band sizes” will not exceed 
24 students. The new grouping, 
as determined by the Leadership 
Taskforce, calls for Pre-K (ages 
3 and 4); K-2; grades 3-4; grades 

5-6; and grades 7-8.
Dr. Cheeseman said that 

while the school will introduce a 
new education model, it would 
also enhance and strengthen its 
Catholic identity.

“The school will also provide 
a rigorous academic program 
for religious studies and cat-
echesis in the Catholic faith,” Dr. 
Cheeseman said. “With Christ as 
the cornerstone, students expe-
rience an education founded on 
Catholic core values.”

Father George O’Neill, pastor 
of St. Joseph Parish, began the 
evening by leading a Rosary. He 
said that St. Joseph School stu-
dents regularly attend Mass and 
develop a strong faith that will 
mature with them over a lifetime.

Although the new model will 
be supported by the latest com-
puter and learning technology, 
the teacher plays a key role in 
guiding students. 

“Technology will not lead 
the design of learning, but will 
support teachers with accelerat-
ing individual student mastery 
of critical content and skills. The 
teacher will be at the center of the 

new school model From page 7

➤ continued on page 29

OFFER HOPE—prison ministry volunteer Stafano Santilli (l) talks to John 
Santa and Richard Tunstall, who presented “Living Our Faith Through Prison 
Ministry” at the Catholic Center. “You just need to show up and show hope,” 
Tunstall (r) told the gathering.
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Trinity Catholic High School
By Pat heNNessy

“We wanted to do a differ-
ent kind of support system,” 
said John Carrigan, director of 
counseling and student support 
at Trinity Catholic High School 
in Stamford. “The impetus for 
this new project had been in 
the works for many years. We 
were asking, ‘How can we better 
support kids with special needs 
whose parents wanted them in 
Catholic school?’”

In February, Trinity Catholic 
announced the result of that 
exploration, the opening of The 
Learning Academy at Trinity 
Catholic High School. The con-
cept for the program originated 
with the collaborative work and 
research done by Carrigan, along 
with Tony Pavia, former prin-
cipal at Trinity Catholic and at 
Stamford and New Canaan high 
schools, and Robin Pavia, former 
director of special education for 
the town of Darien. “All of us are 
Trinity alumni,” Carrigan noted 

New Learning Academy for Special Needs
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BRIDGEPORT—All young 
people in the diocese and their 
families are invited to join 
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano for 
“Enter the Journey,” a day of 
music, prayer and catechesis on 
March 24, from 9 am-1 pm at 
St. Charles Borromeo Parish, 
391 Ogden St., Bridgeport.

“This is a great opportunity 
for Confirmation classes, reli-
gious education and Catholic 
school students and families 
who wish to enter the journey 
of Holy Week in a unique 
way,” said Patrick Donovan, 
executive director of the dioce-
san Leadership Institute

Internationally-known 
musician Steve Angrisano 
will be in concert, and Bishop 
Caggiano will offer a reflection 
on Holy Week. This event will 
also include an opportunity for 
Eucharistic Adoration. 

“Watching Steve share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ 
through story and song is a 
gift to me and our Church. 
He is an authentic person of 
faith. I particularly appreciate 

with pride.
The Learning Academy, 

open to 9th grade students, will 
provide core academics in small 
classroom settings of five to eight 
students. Speaking of Bishop 
Frank J. Caggiano, Trinity’s 
principal, Dave Williams, said, 
“The bishop has talked about 
giving the opportunity for a 
Catholic education to every stu-
dent who wants one. We want to 
make sure that we can meet that 
standard by providing them the 
academic, social, and spiritual 
support they need.”

The students have passed 
Trinity’s entrance exam. 
“Because an educational team 
had identified challenges during 
elementary school and given 
them an Individual Educational 
Plan (IEP), the students were 
given extra time on the placement 
test,” Carrigan explained. “When 
the kids join our school commu-
nity, they’ll continue to have that 
extra time consideration.”

The Learning Academy stu-

dents will take Trinity’s core aca-
demics of English, mathematics, 
science and social studies, along 
with the traditional TCHS classes 
such as religion, PE and elective 
courses. “They will follow the 
standard diocesan curriculum, 

not academically different from 
any other students, but with 
smaller classes to allow for spe-
cialized attention and assistance 
into the transition into high 
school,” Carrigan explained.

To accommodate their 
learning needs, the Academy is 
designed as a three-semester pro-
gram, with one semester occur-
ring during the upcoming month 
of July. Learning Academy 
students will take Earth Science, 
a content-heavy and challenging 
freshman science course, that 
semester. 

That will free up the academic 
day for the students, who will 
continue with small-class instruc-
tion in core subjects such as 
English and algebra during their 
freshman year, joining slightly 
larger classes for social studies 
and religion. 

“The fully complemented 
academic day will give them 
the opportunity to join clubs, 
activities and community service, 
be on the football team or the 
girls’ soccer team, or help tutor 
younger children. They’ll have 

the chance to grow as a person 
of faith, and their presence will 
make Trinity a more embracing 
community,” said Carrigan. 

Following their freshman year, 
Learning Academy students will 
transition into the regular TCHS 
program. They will continue to 
have access to extra support and 
instruction to make their learning 
experience at Trinity successful. 

Professional training and 
development for all Trinity’s 
educators, thanks to a grant 
from Foundations in Education, 
will help teachers develop strat-
egies for success for all Trinity’s 
students. 

“This is who we are, this is 
what we do—developing the 
whole person,” said Principal 
Williams. “We’re meeting every 
child where they are and seeing 
that their needs are met.”

(For more information con-
tact John Carrigan, director of 
counseling and student support: 
203.487.8236.)           n

‘Enter the Journey’

the way he can reach audiences 
of all ages,” said Bishop Frank 
Caggiano.

A veteran musician and com-
poser, Angrisano has been fea-
tured at six World Youth Days, 
the National Pastoral Musicians 
Conference (NPM), the Los 
Angeles Religious Education 
Congress, National Catholic 
Youth Conferences (NCYC), and 
many other national and interna-
tional events.

In addition, young people will 
be invited to ask a question for 
The Face of Prayer campaign 
at a special booth set up for the 

event and to take part in a ser-
vice opportunity by bringing 
a canned good as part of their 
registration.

Doors open for registration 
at 8:30 am. The cost is $10 per 
person, with a maximum cost 
of $30 per family. The day con-
cludes at 1 pm. Snacks will be 
provided, and every recipient 
will receive a t-shirt. 

(To register online, visit 
thechurchneedsyou.org/event/ 
pilgrimage. To register a large 
group, email dkearney@diobpt.
org. Please collect desired T-shirt 
sizes before registering.)               n

“THIS WILL MAKE TRINITY a more embracing community,” said John 
Carrigan, director of counseling and student support at Trinity Catholic High 
School in Stamford. The Learning Academy, a three-semester program begin-
ning this summer, will provide support to students with special needs whose 
parents want them to have a Catholic education.
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Letting go of Anger    
 
Why are we so often on the brink of road rage, so eager to dash off 

angry, offensive emails?
Our Facebook posts can be appalling. We call people names that 

should never be heard in public—and we say them in public, usually to an 
appreciative audience. Opposing viewpoints get shouted down. Righteous 
anger is satisfying. Freedom from it comes at a high price.

There’s a cure. “Do unto others”… Asking God’s help and acknowl-
edging that we have wronged other people is also not a bad idea. Seeking 
out the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Resentment at those “others,” the craving to fight back, the desire to 
feel justified, none of these go away all that easily. We have to continue to 
take personal inventory, and when we are wrong, admit it. Grit our teeth 
and apologize—we need God’s help to get through.  

In his recent homily during morning Mass at Domus Sanctae Marthae. 
Pope Francis reminded us, “God’s forgiveness is felt strongly within us as 
long as we forgive others. And this isn’t easy because grudges make a nest 
in our heart and there is always that bitterness.”

“Accusing ourselves is the first step toward forgiveness,” the pope said. 
“To accuse one’s self is part of Christian wisdom. No, not accusing others; 
accuse ourselves. ‘I have sinned.’

”God, he added, “welcomes a contrite heart” and when Christians 
readily admit their faults, “the Lord covers our mouths like the father did 
to the prodigal son; he does not let him speak. His love covers it, he for-
gives all.”

Looking to Holy Week
Fairfield County Catholic is pleased to reprint Bishop Frank J. Caggiano’s 

reflection on Holy Week that first appeared on his Facebook page.
“We will soon begin Holy Week with the account of the jubilant reac-

tion of the crowd that joyfully welcomed the Lord Jesus into the city of 
Jerusalem with palms and songs. However, in just a few short days, that 
reaction changed to one of anger, desertion and rejection. The reason for 
the change should give us pause for reflection.

“For while many in the crowd held out for a leader that would free 
them from Roman control by using the ways of the world, including vio-
lence, conquest and force, Jesus entered into Jerusalem to complete his 
divine mission of love, forgiveness and mercy by his free offering on the 
Cross. For many, Jesus’ climactic entrance into Jerusalem was a great dis-
appointment and quickly turned their welcome into anger.

“Sadly, the love that Christ continues to offer the world is neither 
desired nor welcomed by many. Some would rather choose violence, 
division and fear over love, forgiveness and mercy. They continue to seek 
what many in the crowd sought nearly 2,000 years ago.

“So this Holy Week, we ask: How often do you and I find ourselves 
standing with the crowd that welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem?

“Our Easter challenge is clear. We are to embrace everyone as he did 
and love as generously and radically as Jesus does.

“Likewise, if we wish to follow Christ, we need to ask for the gift of 
joy, which our Father in heaven will give to each of us. With joy, we will 
be able to confront any challenge or difficulty, because God will lead us 
every step of the way. “

Joy in Christ
“Joy in Christ, Our Gift to Share” is the theme of this year’s Annual 

Catholic Appeal. The theme speaks to the many ways we are united in 
Christ’s love as member of the Church family of Fairfield County.  Speaking 
at a reception in the Darien to launch the campaign, Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano said the Annual Catholic Appeal helps to make the diocese one 
large family by investing in people through education, charity and other 
ministries. “Families stick together, and when one is in need, all are in need. 
Our faith brings us together,” the bishop said. “There are many in need in 
our family right here in Fairfield County and through your love of neighbor 
and love of the Church, we are able to reach out to them.”

The bishop announced a $10 million goal for the 2018 appeal and 
urged people to give sacrificially. “Jesus made God’s love clearly evident. 
We as his disciples are asked to do the same, and it’s always a sacrifice,” 
he said. To make your gift: www.bridgeportdiocese.org/aca/donate/     n
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EDITOR’S CHOICE
Curial Day of Service!

Students in St. Ann Academy in the Black Rock section of Bridgeport were visited by Catholic Center 
employees who read them stories, worked on math problems and talked about writing. In the photo below, 
kindergartners enjoy books brought to the school by Joan McKenzie, finance manager from the Parish and 
School Finance Services. Here she is reading God’s Dream, written by Bishop Desmond Tutu. In addition to 
volunteering in schools, Catholic Center employees worked in the Blessed Sacrament, Bridgeport, food pan-
try, prepared and served dinner at New Covenant House in Stamford, and visited with seniors while serving 
lunch at the Over 60 Club in Stamford. It was all part of their Friday, March 9, Lenten Day of Service.     n

David and Ann Marie Curtin of Fairfield, the great-grandchil-
dren of Irish immigrants, served as Grand Marshals for the 2018 
Greater Bridgeport St. Patrick’s Day Parade. They are daily com-
municants at St. Pius X Parish in Fairfield, where Ann Marie is 
both a Eucharistic minister and lector. They are also members of 
the Gaelic American Club and the Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
John F. Kennedy Division. David and Ann Marie are on the 
board of the Father John Conlisk Scholarship Committee, founded 
by their close friends Kevin and Mary Beth Conlisk of Fairfield.

Festivities began with Bishop Frank J. Caggiano celebrating St. 
Patrick’s Day Mass at 8 am in St. Augustine Cathedral, followed 
by the Grand Marshal’s Breakfast at the Holiday Inn. The cele-
brated parade, which got underway at noontime, featured many 
marchers and banners from Catholics schools from Bridgeport and 
surrounding towns.         n

St. Patrick’s Day Parade Grand Marshals
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Editorial

N
o one taught me 
how to ride a bike. I 
learned it on my own. 
At least that’s what 

my mother said. One day I just 
came cruising down the lane on a 
neighbor’s Huffy Thunder Road, 
sitting high in the saddle as if that 
bike had been made with me in 
mind. As if I’d been riding one 
all my life.

I’m one of those who learns 
by doing. If I’m not drawn to 
something by my own curiosity 
then chances are good I ain’t 
learning what it means or how to 
do it. The classroom environment 
was always a struggle. 

“Young Matthew is not living 

up to his potential,” was a com-
mon report at school. “He can be 
a distraction to his classmates.” 

Guilty as charged. Distracting 
classmates was more fun than 
conjugating en español, and I sure 
put my back into it. 

The things I enjoyed at school 
were the things I could do 
well, and the things I could do 
well were the things I enjoyed. 
Apologies to my former class-
mates on young Matthew’s 
behalf. I’m sorry for the dis-
tractions. I hope they didn’t 
contribute to your academic 
delinquency.

Luckily adults encouraged me 
to pursue the things I did well. 

Success gave me confidence and 
the will to keep plugging. But the 
easy road can only take you so 
far. Everybody hits a rough patch 
eventually.

Mine came in my mid-20s. 
Things that once came easy 
didn’t anymore. The things I did 
well lost their spark. I fell off my 
bike a few times. I became a dis-
traction to myself. 

The only way out was to 
try some of the harder things 
I’d been avoiding, the things I 
couldn’t do well. Eventually I 
got the picture. Everything worth 
doing is hard.   

Faith didn’t come easy. It took 
years before it became something 
I could do well and therefore 
something I enjoyed. Dorothy 
Day apparently called faith “an 
act of will.” It takes a little work. 
Maybe more than a little.

Nonbelievers often say they 
wish they had faith in God. 
They think Christians have it 
easy. They imagine we gloss 
over the tough questions, out-
sourcing every hard answer to 
the Bible or putting blind trust 
in our priests and religious 

brothers and sisters. 
Our faith and our scrip-

ture, they suppose, allows us 
to explain away every bad or 
confusing thing that happens as 
God’s will. This, in turn, relieves 
us of having to think too hard 

about what we believe or why 
we believe it.

Faith is bliss. Ignorance is 
bliss. Ergo . . . 

If only. You don’t “get” faith 
then turn your brain off and 
go through life smiling as you 
dream of heaven’s rewards. Ask 
the Apostle Thomas. Even St. 
Teresa of Calcutta was tempted 
to doubt.  

“Who among us—everybody, 
everybody!—who among us has 
not experienced insecurity, loss 
and even doubts on their jour-
ney of faith?” Pope Francis has 
said. 

“We’ve all experienced this, 
me too. It is part of the journey 
of faith; it is part of our lives. 
This should not surprise us, 
because we are human beings, 
marked by fragility and limita-
tions. We are all weak, we all 
have limits: do not panic. We 
all have them.”

Some things you can be 
taught. Some you learn by doing. 
You’re going to fall off the bike. 
Do not panic. 

And when it all comes 
together, check yourself out—
sitting as high in the saddle as 
I did on that Huffy Thunder 
Road. As if you’ve been doing it 
all your life.                             n

A DAD’s View

By MAtthew hennessey

Matthew Hennessey and his  
family are parishioners of St. John 
the Evangelist Parish in Stamford.

Keep Pedaling

Forgiveness
A woMAn’s Voice

By DeBrA toMAselli

Debra Tomaselli writes from 
Altamonte Springs, Florida. She can 
be reached at dtomaselli@cfl.rr.com

I 
sat outside the confessional, 
wringing my hands. Tiny 
beads of sweat collected 
about my forehead as I 

glanced nervously around the 
room. 

I had been carrying this sin for 
years. No matter where I went, 
what I did, or how much time 
elapsed, the gnawing guilt per-
sisted. 

Nobody knew. 
Finally, unable to bear the 

weight of the cross alone, I 
approached the confessional. It 
was the only safe place to voice 
my inexpressible shortcomings. 

I knew, beyond the shadow of a 
doubt, that I needed the mercy of 
God.

Had I known my brother Jim 
was going to die, I would have 
handled the situation differently. 
I would have accepted him, atyp-
ical as he was, instead of nagging 
him to meet my standards. I 
would have helped him, know-
ing that he was fulfilling God’s 
unique purpose in life. I would 
have listened, visited, and loved 
him more. 

His death woke me up to the 
Gospel message. 

When it came to loving Jim, 

I fell short. Horribly short. The 
pain was so deep, and the real-
ization so excruciating, that I 
couldn’t admit it to anyone. At 
least, not until this hot Saturday 
afternoon, sitting in the confes-
sional.

I chose the seat behind the 
veil. The priest welcomed me, 
and I began, explaining it had 
been years since my last confes-
sion. I stumbled over the initial 
words but, once I got going, the 
floodgates opened. Racked with 
sobs, every fear, every shame and 
every sorrow gushed forth. The 
priest listened quietly. 

When I was finally done, I 
expected the prescribed words of 
absolution. Instead, my confessor 
asked, “Do you think God can 
forgive you?”

My head snapped to atten-
tion. What? I thought. Why 
was he asking me this? Was he, 
too, questioning whether I was 
worthy to receive God’s mercy? 
Breathless, I wondered why he 
didn’t just pardon me.

“I don’t know,” I stammered. 

“I hope so….I mean, I guess 
that’s why I’m here….”

“He does,” the priest assured 
me, “and I absolve you in the 
name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit….”

It was a confession I’ll never 
forget. 

That priest helped me to 
embrace God’s mercy. Had he 
simply absolved me, I might have 
hung onto the guilt and drowned. 
But he helped me to personalize 
the forgiveness of God.

In so doing, he freed me to 
amend my ways. Now, I strive 
to choose compassion over criti-
cism, helping others over judging 
them and giving generously of 

myself. I still have a long way to 
go, but knowing God is working 
with me empowers me to try 
again and again.

Perhaps you, too, are clinging 
to sin that’s weighing you down. 

Perhaps you think you could 
have made a better decision, cho-
sen a more loving response, or 
turned the tide of someone’s life. 
Perhaps you too harbor regrets.

Come to the source of all 
mercy. Lay them down at the 
foot of the cross. Our God is an 
awesome God. Don’t be afraid 
to share the unspeakable. He 
already knows.

Do you believe he can forgive 
you?                  n

“I stumbled over the initial words but, once  

I got going, the floodgates opened. Racked  

with sobs, every fear, every shame and every 

sorrow gushed forth.”

“Nonbelievers often 

say they wish they 

had faith in God. They 

think Christians have 

it easy. They imagine 

we gloss over the 

tough questions, out-

sourcing every hard 

answer to the Bible.”
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St. Theresa Parish, Trumbull
New Adoration Chapel is open 24-7

By josePh ProNecheN

What do you do when you 
want to honor Our Lady of Fatima 
for her 100th anniversary and at 
the same time bring perpetual 
adoration to a parish? You do as 
Father Brian Gannon, pastor of St. 
Theresa Parish in Trumbull, did. 
He totally remodeled and trans-
formed the former convent chapel 
into Our Lady of Fatima Perpetual 
Adoration Chapel. In October, 
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano dedicat-
ed this new sacred space.

This adoration chapel radiates 
beauty, draws attention to Jesus 
in the monstrance, and reminds 

visitors of Fatima and its messag-
es. Eucharistic and Marian imag-
es and symbols abound in the 
beautiful liturgical artistry. 

The adoration altar of hon-
ey-stained oak proclaims in 
gold-leaf “Ave Verum Corpus”—
“Behold the True Body.” Behind 
it, a large triptych mural has 
seven separate paintings, like 
Renaissance works, with the 
Crucifixion surrounded by other 
Sorrowful Mysteries, plus the 
Presentation opposite the Pietá. 

Murals to the side highlight 
Fatima. One is of the first appa-
rition as the three shepherd 
children kneel before Our Lady 

standing on a cloud. Another por-
trays Sister Lucia’s 1929 vision in 
the convent in Tuy, Spain which 
reveals the Holy Trinity, the Holy 
Eucharist, the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, and the words “Grace 
and Mercy.”

All the sanctuary walls and 
under the murals have rows of 
decorative roses to reflect Our 
Lady. Marian symbols remind 
everyone of Our Lady’s place in 
bringing us the Body of Christ, 
now given us in the Eucharist, and 
also of her messages at Fatima. 
Along the walls, a continuous 
Rosary circles the chapel as each 
decade leads to a cross or Marian 

symbol.
Recently, Father Gannon had 

a conversation about this excep-
tional liturgical addition:

Why did you decide to turn the 
former convent chapel into an ado-
ration chapel?

The ultimate goal is union 
with Christ. How can we achieve 
that as much as possible on 
earth? How can we bring people 
closer and closer to Christ? It’s 

always through the most Holy 
Eucharist, which is the most 
intense presence of Christ on 
earth. Adoration helps facilitate 
a deeper love of Christ through a 
deeper love of the Eucharist. The 
deeper love we have for Christ, 
the deeper love we will have for 
our neighbor.

I love to quote Mother Teresa 
when she spoke of her Sisters. 
She said, “When we started daily 

➤ continued on page 23

2018 Date  Port Arrival Departure 

Sep 9, Sunday Rome/Civitavecchia, Italy 6 pm 

Sep 10, Monday Naples, Italy 7 am 6 pm 

Sep 11, Tuesday  Sicily/Catania, Italy 8 am 7 pm 

Sep 12, Wednesday  Cruising the Mediterranean Sea 

Sep 13, Thursday Cruising the Mediterranean Sea 

Sep 14, Friday Ashod, Israel 7 am 9 pm 

Sep 15, Saturday Haifa, Israel (overnight) 7 am 

Sep 16, Sunday Haifa, Israel 7 pm 

Sep 17, Monday Limassol, Cyprus 8 am 6 pm 

Sep 18,  Tuesday  Paphos, Cyprus  8 am 6 pm 

Sep 19, Wednesday  Cruising the Mediterranean Sea 

Sep 20, Thursday Cruising the Mediterranean Sea 

Sep 21, Friday Valletta, Malta 8 am 11 pm 

Sep 22, Saturday Cruising the Mediterranean Sea 

Sep 23, Sunday Rome/Civitavecchia, Italy 5 am 

Join Father Michael Jones, Pastor of St. Lawrence Parish 
in Shelton, Sailing Round-Trip Rome      
on an All-Inclusive Crystal Cruise this September 
A voyage steeped in transcendent beauty, incredible history and      
treasured UNESCO World Heritage Sites, from landmarks in Jerusalem   
to fortresses in Malta 

EXCLUSIVE OFFER: Book by March 31, 2018 to receive $600 Shipboard 
Credit per person 

ALL INCLUSIVE Complimentary gratuities, an evening of specialty    
restaurant dining in Nobu Matsuhisa’s Umi Uma or Prego†, champagne,   
fine wines, premium spirits, non-alcoholic beverages, 24-hour room service, 
free Wi-Fi/Internet and so much more . . . 

ROUND-TRIP ROME | SECULAR & SACRED 
SEPTEMBER 9-23, 2018 │ 14 DAYS │ CRYSTAL SERENITY 

Cruise-Only Fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy and do not include cruise port, security and handling charges of $700. *Crystal Clear Choices Offer applies to the first two guests 
booked by March 31, 2018, and requires each guest to choose his/her choice of credit to apply to the booking. Air Optional Personal Select Air Program is available to purchase for full-fare, full-cruise 
guests whose travel originates from a U.S. or Canadian airport, and include all government fees and taxes. Note: Early Full Payment savings do not apply to Personal Select Air. Solo Traveler Fares 
are available upon request. †Crystal Cruises offers each guest the opportunity to dine at least once on a complimentary basis in Prego and at least once in Umi Uma & Sushi Bar (additional reser-
vations or visits available for a modest fee ). All offers may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity-controlled, 
subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice. Ship’s registry Bahamas. For full terms and conditions contact Cruise Planners. 

Cruise Fares based on double-occupancy - 

Room Category Cruise-Only Fare, per person 

C2 - Deluxe Stateroom with Large Window $4,785 

B2 - Deluxe Stateroom with Verandah, limited view $6,295 

P2 - Deluxe PURE® Stateroom with Verandah Forward $6,705 

PH - Penthouse with Verandah $10,215 

To sail with Father Jones on this special Mediterranean voyage, contact 
Virginia DeDad - ACC 

Cruise Planners  
203.402.0632 

vdedad@cruiseplanners.com 

Voted “World’s Best” more than any other  
cruise line, hotel or resort by the readers of  
Condé Nast Traveler and Travel + Leisure. 

PLEASE JOIN US ON  
March 25th 

1:30 pm 
St Lawrence Parish Center 

505 Shelton Ave, Shelton, CT 

Learn more about this  
special trip with Father Jones 
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New Adoration Chapel is open 24-7

The Catholic University of America, located 
in Washington, D.C., is a place where the 
search for truth ranges across 12 schools, 
120 disciplines, and every continent. Learn 
more about our programs in the schools of:

• Architecture  
and Planning

• Arts and Sciences
• Business and 

Economics
• Canon Law
• Engineering
• Law

• Music

• Nursing

• Philosophy

• Professional Studies

• Social Service

• Theology and  
Religious Studies

DISCOVER
CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

We invite you to visit our campus.  
Register at discover.catholic.edu

Remembering Judge Caruso
FAIRFIELD—The Diocese of 

Bridgeport is saddened to learn 
of the sudden passing of Fairfield 
Probate Judge Daniel Caruso, 60, 
on February 25 at his home in 
Fairfield. 

“The passing of Judge Daniel 
Caruso is a loss not only for 
the people he served so well as 
Probate Judge but for the entire 
diocese,” said Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano. “Dan was known to 
many individuals and families as 
a man of deep faith and of service. 
His witness as a Catholic layman 
and public official inspired us all 
who numbered him as a friend.  I 
ask for prayers for Dan and his 
family as we mourn the loss of a 
good man who served his Church 
and other so well.” 

Judge Caruso graduated from 
St. Pius X Elementary School 
and Roger Ludlowe High School. 
He received his bachelor’s degree 

Catholic layman served the community
“He was actively involved in 

so many events and programs of 
the diocese,” Atty. McCrory said. 
“I’m personally grateful for the 
support and counsel he provided 
with respect to probate issues 
in our parishes and the diocese. 
We’ve lost a man who worked 
quietly and faithfully to serve his 
Church and all those in need.”

“He was a man for all seasons,” 
said Al Barber, chief operating 
officer of Catholic Charities. “He 
was fun to be with and a great 
resource to our adoption pro-
gram when legal counsel was 
required. Many on the board of 
St. Catherine Academy for special 
needs students were also grateful 
for his service to the school.”

Like many others, Notre Dame 
High School Principal Chris 
Cipriano was shaken by the sud-
den loss of Judge Caruso, who was 
a member of the Advisory Board 

juDge DaNiel caruso

in political science from the 
University of Connecticut and his 
Juris Doctorate from Vermont 
Law School.

He was admitted to the CT Bar 
in 1983 and the U.S. District Court 
for the District of CT in 1984, 
and was elected Probate Judge of 
Fairfield in 1995. He also served in 
the CT General Assembly, 134th 
House District, from 1989-95.

A lifelong parishioner of St. 
Pius X Parish, Dan served as lay 
reader, participated in many of 
the church functions and was a 
member of the St. Pius X Council 
16347 Knights of Columbus. He 
was a volunteer for the Salvation 
Army and always looked forward 
to ringing the bell during the holi-
day season.

Anne McCrory, chief legal offi-
cer of the diocese, praised Judge 
Caruso for his quiet support and 
fidelity to many diocesan ministries.

of Notre Dame and could always 
be counted on as a go-to guy when 
the high school needed assistance. 

“He was at every graduation that 
I can remember,” said Cipriano. 
“He was a big supporter, always 
there when we needed him.”

Judge Caruso was an outstand-
ing legal counsel of the national 
Saint Pio Foundation, and among 
the first recipients of the Saint 
Pio Award. He was also a Knight 
of the Equestrian Order of the 
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem.  He 
received the Notre Dame High 
School Community Spirit Award, 
attained the rank of Eagle Scout 
and received the Fairfield County 
Chapter Boy Scouts of America 
Good Scout Award.

Survivors include his three 
siblings, Frederick Caruso, Jr., 
and his wife Gale of Stratford, 
Michael Caruso and his wife Jill 
of Easton and Nancy Elizabeth 

Caruso of Stratford, and nine 
nieces and nephews.  

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Judge Caruso 
on March 3 at St. Pius X Church. 
Father Robert Kinnally, pastor 
of St. Aloysius Parish in New 
Canaan, was the celebrant. 
Father Michael Jones, pastor of 
St. Lawrence Parish in Shelton, 
was the homilist. Interment fol-
lowed in Oak Lawn Cemetery. 

In keeping with Judge Caruso’s 
dedication to his faith and his com-
munity, the family requested that, 
in lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions be made to a local Boy 
Scout troop, Notre Dame High 
School or St. Pius X Parish.         n
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205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull CT
TrumbullPrinting.com  |  203.261.2548

  Best wishes 
for a blessed and     

 Happy Easter!

Proud Printers of Fairfi eld County 
Catholic for more than 20 years!

Wishing you and your family a 
Happy Easter.

©People’s United Bank, N.A. 

THE CHOIR  
FOR YOUTH  
spring concert  

will be held  
Sunday, April 29,  

at St. Theresa Parish  
in Trumbull.  

The hour-long,  
family friendly concert  

is free of charge.  
Come for an afternoon  

of joyful singing!

‘Lift Every Voice’

Happy Easter!

HE IS 
   RISEN, 
      REJOICE!



WHEN 

YOU 
MAKE A GIFT 
TO THE 2018 

ANNUAL 
CATHOLIC 

APPEAL
YOU ARE  

TOUCHING THE LIVES 
OF THOUSANDS  

OF PEOPLE ACROSS 
FAIRFIELD COUNTY. 

YOUR GIFT  
SUPPORTS A VARIETY 

OF PROGRAMS 
AND MINISTRIES IN  

THE DIOCESE  
OF BRIDGEPORT.

PLEASE JOIN 
OTHER GENEROUS 

DONORS 
IN MAKING YOUR 

GIFT TODAY!

MONSIGNOR LOUIS A. DEPROFIO
Director of Retired Priests, Catherine Dennis Keefe  
Queen of the Clergy Residence

Our life here at Queen of the Clergy depends  
on the Annual Catholic Appeal. We are grateful  
for people with love in their heart and an  
understanding of the importance of the activities 
of the Diocese of Bridgeport.



Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

I come to you with a humble heart to ask for your support for our 2018 Annual Catholic 
Appeal. This year’s theme, Joy in Christ, Our Gift to Share, speaks to the many ways we 
are united in God’s love as His children and as members of the family that is the Diocese 
of Bridgeport.  

Your gift enables our Church to continue its mission of renewal, to help youth develop 
their minds and grow in faith; feed and counsel the homeless and hungry who live among 
us; sustain our priests, active and retired; prepare men for the diaconate and the priesthood; 
provide Catholic education through scholarships; and much more.

Joy is a spiritual gift that comes from our journey with Christ. The gifts we receive from 
Him also give us an opportunity to joyfully share them with others.  I am grateful for your 
past support. Thank you for sharing your joy in Christ with your neighbors, friends and 
those who are in most need in our community.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano
Bishop of Bridgeport

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from  
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.  James 1:17

CAROLYN ADAMS, CLIENT
Meals on Wheels, Catholic Charities

I’ve been getting Meals on Wheels  
for quite a few months now and it’s  
been a Godsend. I couldn’t live  
without it. I can no longer go to the  
supermarket … so I look forward to  
my meal every day.

JUAN COLON, SEMINARIAN THEOLOGY 1
St. Joseph Seminary, Yonkers, NY 

The value of the Annual Catholic Appeal  
is felt in my formation. It is because of the  
Appeal that I am here and that my brothers  
are here. We’re able to really dedicate  
ourselves to the Diocese of Bridgeport  
– to the Church – and that is the greatest  
gift we can give to the people of God. 

CATHOLIC ACADEMY OF 
BRIDGEPORT, ST. ANN

We love our school and we learn about our 
faith every day. 

 

CATECHESIS AND EVANGELIZATION
•  The Office of Lifelong Faith Formation supports parishes and schools in forming missionary  
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We are proud to support 
The Diocese of Bridgeport

Wishing everyone a Happy and Blessed Easter 

Let’s start a conversation

800-772-8778   |   850 Main Street   |   Bridgeport, CT   

Investments and Assets held in a fiduciary account are not deposits, or other obligations, are not guaranteed by People’s United Bank, N.A., 
are not insured by the FDIC, by any other  government agency, or by People’s United Bank, N.A., or any of its affiliates, and may lose value.

Patrick Baker & Sons
Wishing everyone  

a Happy and Holy Easter!

Religious Supplies 
and Retail Store

1650 West Street
Southington, Connecticut 06489 

800.243.6385
www.churchgoods.com
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Empowering Women
Caroline House to honor Cindi Bigelow

BRIDGEPORT—When Cindi 
Bigelow visited Caroline House 
in Bridgeport, she saw a group of 
volunteers changing the world in 
a small way—with monumental 
results. She saw young people 
learning to read and she saw their 
mothers being taught English and 
given skills that would help them 
move their lives forward. 

It was the same goal the pres-
ident and CEO of Bigelow Tea 
has promoted throughout her 
career. Bigelow, who is a frequent 
speaker at women’s summits, 
universities and business groups, 
understands women’s leadership 
and the importance of developing 
it on a local level. 

On April 6, Bigelow will 
receive the 2018 Caroline House 
Award for her long-time support 
of programs that help low-in-
come women and their families 
by providing literacy training 

and life skills.
Caroline House is one 

of 21 local non-profit 
organizations that receive 
funds raised through 
the annual Bigelow Tea 
Community Challenge. 

Since it began 30 
years ago, the Bigelow 
Community Challenge 
has raised more than $1.5 
million for organizations 
that provide shelter, food, 
educational services, coun-
seling, crisis management, 
after-school tutoring and 
recreational programs. 

Lucy Freeman, exec-
utive director of the 
Bridgeport education cen-
ter, said, “Many Caroline 
House women and chil-
dren have benefited from 
Cindi Bigelow’s support. Not only 
does she continue to donate to 

School Sisters of Notre Dame, 
Caroline House has a mission of 
helping immigrant women and 

children to reach their full poten-
tial through education in the 
English language and life skills. 
To date, more than 1,600 women 
and children have been served.

“I’m very honored to receive 
this award,” Bigelow said. “So 
many people do such fine work 
at Caroline House. I’m inspired 
by their efforts to help women 
succeed in the workplace and the 
tutoring programs that pair stu-
dents one-on-one with mentors.”

“My family has always under-
stood the importance of educa-
tion and that it must be accessible 
to everyone,” Bigelow said. “As a 
company, it is where we put our 
effort and energy. We know edu-
cation makes a huge difference in 
a person’s life.” 

Caroline House, she says, 
takes women who do not have a 
voice and helps them learn what 

Caroline House, but she helps to 
bring awareness to our mission.”

Founded in 1995 by the 

ON APRIL 6—CEO Cindi Bigelow will receive the 2018 Caroline House Award for her 
long-time support of programs that help low-income women and their families.

➤ continued on page 21
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Women

Easter Blessings
on you and your families

from
the parishioners, staff and clergy 
of Holy Spirit Parish, Stamford

they need to succeed in the work-
place.

“I’m constantly speaking to 
women about leadership, balance 
and finding their voice, which is 
very important,” said Bigelow, 
who will present at the Kellogg 
Global Women’s Summit in 
Chicago in May. “Women can’t 
try to be men or think of how 
people want them to be. They 
must develop a genuine voice 
because that is what will help 
them get to the next level and 
stay true to themselves.”

She points out that a high 
percentage of new businesses are 
started by women. This is what 
her grandmother Ruth Campbell 
Bigelow did 75 years ago 
when she developed “Constant 
Comment” tea and began a 
company that would eventually 
become a leader in specialty teas.

“There were significant hur-
dles that she had to overcome,” 
Bigelow said. “But today there is 
help available for women who are 
willing to take a risk. We have to 
support one another.”

Last year Bigelow Tea reg-
istered to became a Benefits 
Corporation, which allows the 
company’s leadership to pursue 
goals that will benefit the commu-
nity in tangible, socially respon-

sible ways. Unlike traditional 
corporations that are operated 
solely to make profits, Benefits 
Corporations are required to 
work toward a positive impact on 
society and the environment.

Cindi Bigelow is the third-gen-
eration president and CEO of 
family-owned Bigelow Tea, the 
U.S. market leader of specialty 
teas that produces more than 
two billion tea bags annually. 
She holds a BS degree from 
Boston College, an MBA from 
Northwestern University, Kellogg 
School of Management, and 
honorary doctorates from the 
University of New Haven and 
Fairfield University. 

She frequently speaks to 
students and industry leaders, 
sharing insights on business ethics 
and career development. She has 
received numerous awards for her 
community service.

(Bigelow will be honored at the 
center’s annual fundraiser, Starry 
Night Gala on April 6 at the Inn at 
Longshore in Westport from 6:30 
to 11 pm. The evening will include 
cocktails, live and silent auctions, 
dinner, music and dancing. Tickets 
are $195. For more information, visit 
www.thecarolinehouse.org or contact 
Christine Paine at cpaine@thecaro-
linehouse.org.)           n

caroline house From page 20
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Youth FoodFast to end hunger
NORWALK—On February 

24, St. Philip Parish host-
ed a Catholic Relief Services 
FoodFast, a hunger awareness 
experience for Catholic youth. 
The theme of the event was “Be 
the Change,” and young people 
fasted from food throughout the 
day while participating in activ-
ities including prayer, reflection, 
educational games and service 
projects before concluding the 
day with Mass. 

More than 65 middle school 
and high school students attended 
the FoodFast, representing fifteen 
schools, nine parishes, and sev-

eral towns including Norwalk, 
Stamford, Greenwich, Trumbull 
and Milford. About 40 adult vol-
unteers helped during the event.

The St. Philip parish com-
munity is passionate about the 
issue of world hunger, and they 

St. Philip Parish

Saint Theresa 
R O M A N  C AT H O L I C  C H U R C H

The Mother Church of Trumbull

Rev. Brian P. Gannon, Pastor Rev. Flavian Bejan, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Carl McIntosh, Parochial Vicar Dr. Carolina Flores, Director of Music
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE - 2018
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY

Daily Mass – 8:00am, 12:00noon and 5:30pm

WEDNESDAY, March 28 
Tenebrae Service –  7:30pm  

HOLY THURSDAY – March 29
Morning Prayer – 8:00am

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper – 7:30pm
Adoration at the Altar of Repose – 8:30pm to Midnight

GOOD FRIDAY – March 30
Morning Prayer – 8:00am

Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion – 3:00pm
Mary’s Way of the Cross – 7:30pm

Good Friday is a day of Fast and Abstinence from meat

HOLY SATURDAY – March 31
Morning Prayer – 8:00am

Blessing of Easter Food – 12:00noon
Easter Vigil – 7:30pm  

(Attendance at Vigil satisfies Obligation for Sunday)

EASTER SUNDAY – April 1
(Please note change from regular Sunday schedule)

7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am and 12:30pm

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Tuesday – 7:00pm-8:30pm

Holy Thursday – 3:30pm-4:30pm
Good Friday – 11:00am-12:00noon and 4:30pm-5:00pm

Holy Saturday – 11:00am-12:00noon and 3:30pm-4:30pm

5301 Main Street • Trumbull, Connecticut 06611-4195

have worked to alleviate hun-
ger throughout the world by 
raising $350,000 over the past 
fifteen years for World Vision 
International before partnering 
with Catholic Relief Services for 
this year’s event. 

Catholic Relief Services is the 
international humanitarian agen-
cy of the Catholic community 
in the United States, and many 
Catholics are familiar with their 
work because of the CRS Rice 
Bowl Lenten almsgiving program. 
Two weeks before the FoodFast, 

a representative from CRS named 
Thomas Awiapo visited St. Philip 
and other parishes and schools 
in the diocese to speak about his 
personal experience receiving 
food and education from a CRS 
program funded by Rice Bowl 
donations when he was a child 
growing up in Ghana. 

Father Sudhir D’Souza, St. 
Philip’s pastor, spearheaded the 
planning of the FoodFast along 
with the FoodFast team, Jessica 
Nayden from Catholic Service 

St. Joseph Parish 

50 Fairmont Place, Shelton, Connecticut 
203.924.8611   I   fax 203.924.9446   I   www.SJCshelton.org

Reverend Michael Dogali, Pastor

Palm Sunday (The Passion of the Lord)
Vigil Mass, Saturday, March 24—4:00 pm

5:00 pm—Passion Play (English)

Sunday, March 25—
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am, 12:00 noon (Spanish), 

5:00 pm, 6:00 pm Passion Play (English)

Holy Thursday—March 29
7:00 pm—Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper

10:00 pm—Prayer Service (Spanish)

Good Friday—March 30
3:00 pm—Liturgy of Good Friday

4:45 pm—Stations of the Cross (Spanish)
7:30 pm—Passion Play (English)

10:00 pm—Prayer Service (Spanish)

Holy Saturday—March 31
1:00 pm—Blessing of Easter Baskets

3:00-4:00 pm—Confessions
8:00 pm—Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday—April 1
Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am 

and 12:00 noon (Spanish)

➤ continued on page 23
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St. Theresa Adoration Chapel

Co m m u n i t y o f fa i t h
2110 Main Street, Stratford, Connecticut • 203-375-5887

Rev. Thomas Lynch, Pastor

2018
Palm Sunday - March 25

Mass Schedule - Saturday, March 24 Vigil 4:30 pm
Sunday, March 25 - 7:00 am*, 9:15 am,  

11:15 am, and 6:00 pm
(* Please note our Palm Sunday Mass will be at 7:00 am)

Holy Thursday - March 29
7:30 pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper  

and the washing of feet
8:00 am - Morning Prayer

Good Friday - March 30
3:00 pm - Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 

8:00 am - Morning Prayer

Holy Saturday - March 31
7:30 pm - The Easter Vigil 

8:00 am - Morning Prayer
10:00 am - Blessing of Easter Food

Easter Sunday - April 1
Mass Schedule

7:00 am*, 9:00 am, 11:00 am 
There will be no 6:00 pm Mass

(* Please note our Easter Sunday Mass  

will be at 7:00 am)

Join us in celebrating 

the Sacred Triduum

St. James Parish
Corps and many dedicated vol-
unteers. Father Sudhir explained, 
“Hunger is not just far away in 
third world countries, its right 
here in our neighborhoods.” 

The team noted that the pre-
sentation given by Tina Kramer, 
a New Canaan resident who 
founded the non-profit “Filling 
in the Blanks,” was important for 

many of the participants, who 
discovered that hunger could be 
affecting the student sitting next 
to them. 

“It opened their eyes to a new 
reality,” shared Paul Sullivan, a 
team member. 

The young people had the 
opportunity to spend several hours 
volunteering during the afternoon 

of the FoodFast. A group went to 
New Covenant Center in Stamford 
to work in the food pantry, while 
other groups conducted food drives 
outside of local businesses and 
visited retirement homes. The team 
noted that the service opportunities 
were an essential part of the day 
because it’s important to “make 
the teens aware of the different 
opportunities they have to serve 
and to reach out” beyond the one 
day event. 

Father D’Souza encouraged 
the FoodFast participants, and all 
young people, to continue serv-
ing others and growing in their 
Catholic faith beyond the one-day 
event. He directed the students 
to check out the Catholic Service 
Corps, a ministry which provides 
opportunities for all the faithful, 
especially young people, to serve 
others and grow in their Catholic 
faith. Service opportunities as 
well as prayer and reflection 
resources can be found at www.
catholicservicecorps.org. 

St. Philip’s will continue 
to collect donations for CRS 
throughout the month of March, 
and donations can be made by 
visiting their parish website at 
www.stphilipnorwalk.org. The 
parish hopes that even more 
young people from parishes and 
schools throughout the diocese 
will join for next year’s FoodFast. 

(If any parish or school is inter-
ested in learning more about hosting 
a FoodFast, contact Jessica Nayden: 
JNayden@diobpt.org, or Father 
Sudhir: vnssudhir@gmail.com.)     n

FoodFast From page 22

adoration chapel From page 12

Eucharist adoration, the more 
and more we saw Christ in the 
Eucharist, the more and more we 
saw Christ in the poor.”

How did you decide on the name 
and design? 

Number one, we were coming 
up on the 100th anniversary of 
Fatima. Number two, there’s a 
deep connection between Our 
Lady of Fatima and the Holy 
Eucharist because of the chil-
dren at Fatima’s reception of the 
Eucharist from an angel, and also 
Sister Lucia’s vision of the Holy 
Trinity, which included Christ 
in the Eucharist and his precious 
blood pouring into the chalice. 
The Sorrowful Mysteries in the 
chapel’s center mural help us 
to understand more deeply the 
incredible lengths to which God 

went in terms of suffering and 
humiliation to give us the infinite 
treasures of the Holy Eucharist.

How did the beautiful connection 
come about in this chapel?

We chose the John Canning 
Company, which is famous for 
exceptional artistic ability and qual-
ity. The Bible asks us to give our 
first fruits to God. We want to give 
the very best we can to beautify the 
holy and sacred place for the holi-
est presence in the world, our Lord 
in the most Holy Eucharist. 

 
Why does all this fit into the 

parish’s spiritual life?
I see the perpetual adoration 

chapel as a supernatural power 
grid! Adoration infuses us with so 
much supernatural grace that it 
acts as a power grid fortifying our 

souls with the interior life of the 
Trinity, enabling us to love God 
more and therefore our neighbor 
more. Thus, perpetual adoration 
deeply affects our relationships 
with one another and builds up 
authentic Catholic culture in 
homes and in our communities. I 
see men and women desire more 
than anything else a time and 
a place to meet God. With 24 
hours a day, they can meet God 
in the flesh anytime. 

How are the parishioners reacting?
The reactions have been 

overwhelmingly positive. Many 
people have told me how it’s 
been such a great source of nour-
ishment, of healing and of peace. 
One of the most joyful aspects for 
me is that people are in the chap-
el at 10 pm, at 1 am, at 4 am, 
worshipping Christ and bringing 
his presence more deeply into 

the world. Hundreds of lives are 
now being slowly transformed by 
God’s supernatural power grid in 
that chapel. 

You surely had help in this effort.
We are especially grateful to 

our wonderful head coordinator, 
Dr. Amy Nepomuceno, who 
helped open a perpetual adora-
tion chapel in Staten Island 25 
years ago.  

What are your hopes now that 
the old chapel has been reborn as an 
adoration chapel?

My ultimate hope is that more 
people and more of our families 
come to know the incredible 

love of God for them, his deep-
est desire to have them know 
the happiness that only comes 
from a deeper relationship with 
him through the Holy Eucharist. 
From there, the family will only 
grow stronger with the supernat-
ural infusion of God’s love and 
bring about greater works of love, 
of peace, of forgiveness and of 
healing for so many people in our 
very fallen world today.

(The adoration chapel at St. 
Theresa Parish is located in the 
former convent, with the door 
facing Rosemond Terrace. For 
more information, call the parish: 
203.261.3676.)                         n

St. Thomas the Apostle RC Church
203 East Avenue, Norwalk, Connecticut 06855  •  203-866-3141

Palm Sunday Weekend March 24/25
Confessions: Saturday: 4:30–5:00 pm

Vigil for Palm Sunday at 5:15 pm
Sunday Masses at 7:30 am,  

9:00 am (Family Mass), 11:30 am, and 5:00 pm

Monday, March 26
Mass at 7:00 am and 5:30 pm
Adoration from 6:00-9:00 pm

Tuesday, March 27
Mass at 7:00 am and 5:30 pm

Confessions from 6:00–9:00 pm

Wednesday, March 28
Mass at 7:00 am (No 5:30 pm Mass)

Holy Thursday, March 29
No Regularly Scheduled Masses

Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:30 pm
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament immediately following until 11:00 pm

Good Friday, March 30
No Regularly Scheduled Masses

Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion at 3:00 pm (Main Service)
Stations of the Cross at 7:00 pm

Holy Saturday, March 31
No Regularly Scheduled Masses

Blessing of Easter Food at 11:30 am
The Easter Vigil at 8:00 pm

Easter Sunday, April 1
Masses at 7:30 am, 9:00 am (Family Mass), and 11:30 am 

No 5:00 pm Mass
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Sacred Heart University
By JOE PISANI 

FAIRFIELD—Almost four 
decades after he was assassinat-
ed, Blessed Oscar Romero, the 
Archbishop of San Salvador, is 
venerated throughout his coun-
try, where there are murals and 
images of him in cities and rural 
villages. Community groups and 
San Salvador’s airport are named 
after him. To the poor, he is a 

Blessed Oscar Romero, revolutionary Saint
priest, who has been compared to 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Martin 
Luther King Jr., have for people 
of faith in the 21st century?

“How might Christians think 
and live differently because of 
Oscar Romero?” This is a ques-
tion posed by Dr. Michael Lee, 
whose newly published biography 
Revolutionary Saint: The Theological 
Legacy of Oscar Romero, (Orbis 
Books) explores the legacy of a 
man who underwent a profound 
transformation and became a 
vocal activist against the outrages 
in El Salvador as it tottered on 
the brink of civil war. 

He was a priest who decried 
poverty, injustice, torture and 
assassinations, and because of his 
denunciation of the established 
order, he was assassinated by 
a right-wing death squad while 
saying Mass in the chapel of the 
Hospital of Divine Providence on 
March 24, 1980.

Lee recently gave a lecture at 
Sacred Heart University titled 
“The Liberation Spirituality of 
Oscar Romero” as part of the 
Curtis Center’s Contemporary 
Catholic Conversations and the 
Human Journey Colloquia Series.

An associate professor of the-
ology affiliated with Fordham 
University’s Latin America and 
Latino Studies Institute, he has 
researched and worked with the 
Salvadoran people for more than 
15 years. “In their faith, their 
struggles, their joy, their soli-
darity and their endurance,” he 
said, “they give witness to a stub-
born hope rooted in their land’s 
name—El Salvador, the Savior.”

El Salvador is among the most 
impoverished countries in South 
America, where the poorest 20 
percent receive only three per-
cent of the income. It is a land 
plagued by environmental crises 
and one of the highest murder 
rates in the world.

Lee came to adulthood during 
the Salvadoran civil war from 
1980 to 1992, which the Reagan 
administration identified as a 
central focus in the fight against 
Soviet communism. In much 
the same way the Vietnam War 
defined a previous generation, 
Lee said, “My generation came 
to see El Salvador not just as 
a foreign policy debate, but an 
entrenched battle that shaped 
political identity.”

To him, the assassination of 

Archbishop Romero and the 
subsequent murders of four U.S. 
churchwomen symbolized the 
“evils of U.S. intervention in the 
bloody civil war.”

Monsignor Romero, he said, 
went through a transformation 
during his 40 years as a priest. He 
was extremely pious and devout 
and “severely scrupulous” in 
his personal behavior. He also 
demonstrated an openness in 
dealing with world problems.

“Romero is an exemplar of the 
faith-that-does-justice, standing 
alongside contemporary figures 
such as Dorothy Day, Cesar 
Chavez and Martin Luther King 
Jr.,” Lee said, “and his memory 

is linked to a particular way of 
seeing faith today as indispens-
ably linked to efforts toward 
peace and justice.”

During Archbishop Romero’s 
2015 beatification, Pope Francis 
said, “His ministry was dis-
tinguished by his particular 
attention to the most poor and 
marginalized.”

“For those who admire the 
openness and humility in the 
ministry of Pope Francis,” Lee 
said, “Romero’s priority toward 
the marginalized resonates deeply. 
Rather than advocating an embat-
tled church, Romero is under-
stood as an exemplar of the field 
hospital church that cares for the 
wounded, defending them and not 
its own place in the world.”

When in 1977, Romero was 
appointed Archbishop of San 
Salvador at 60 years old, he was 
considered a social conservative, 
who was ultimately transformed by 
the social unrest of the time. A few 
weeks later, his close friend Father 
Rutilio Grande, SJ, was murdered, 
and this was a defining moment in 
Romero’s becoming an outspoken 
defender of human rights. 

Many believe that Romero 
was the last hope of avoiding civil 
war in El Salvador; however, 
after his death, the political crisis 
spiraled out of control.

To Lee, Archbishop Romero 
“lived his theological convictions, 
and he offers us a moving exam-

BlesseD oscar roMero

symbol of persecution, hope and 
the Gospel.

On March 7, the Vatican 
announced that Archbishop 
Romero is on the path to canon-
ization. Although no date has yet 
been announced, both he and Pope 
Paul VI are expected to be canon-
ized together during the Synod of 
Bishops this coming October.

As his canonization approach-
es, what lesson does this martyred 

➤ continued on page 25

Saint John Paul II Fund 
for Faith Formation  
and Youth Ministry
Responding to Bishop Caggiano’s invitation  
to lifelong formation, we invite you to reimagine 
faith formation at every level. The Saint John Paul 
II Fund for Faith Formation and Youth Ministry is 
offering grant opportunities to assist your efforts.

We are pleased to offer grants from $500 to 
$10,000 each year. Proposals that seek widespread reform are preferred over 
smaller proposals. Requests in excess of $5,000 should be so innovative that they 
seek to change the very fabric of formation in a given parish.

Grant requests must match specific criteria and relate to the announced  
theme for each year. The theme for the 2018 inaugural grants is Reimagining 
Faith Formation. This includes parish ministries outlined in Bishop Caggiano’s  
An Invitation to Lifelong Formation, published in September 2017.

2018 GRANT TIMELINE
April 1, 2018 — Application deadline
May 15, 2018 — Decision
August 1, 2018 — Monies distributed

2018 GRANT CRITERIA
Grants may be used for projects in parishes within the Diocese of Bridgeport that:
•  Target a demographic previously under-served
•  Reflect innovation in faith formation
•  Provide creative ministry to/with/for families
•  Offer specific ministry for a population mentioned in An Invitation 
 to Lifelong Formation

For more information email—JPIIFund@diobpt.org



March 2018
25

Sports

By DoN harrisoN

The name is John Charles 
Johnson III, of the Cranston, Rhode 
Island Johnsons. At first glance, it 
seems old guard, upper crust.

Well, John Johnson, as he’s 
commonly known, IS an impos-
ing figure—on the football field, 
first as a player and more recent-
ly as a coach. And it is in the 
latter capacity that Notre Dame 
Catholic High School in Fairfield 
is banking on Johnson to restore 
the luster of the Lancers’ foot-
ball program. He was appointed 
Notre Dame’s head coach just 
weeks ago.

“It’s a good opportunity,” 
Johnson said. “With the adminis-
trative help we’ll have over there, 
we’ll take the program to the next 
level.”

He succeeds Chris Sadler, 
who in his three seasons at the 
helm brought respectability to the 
program. The 2017 Lancers won 
three of their first four games and 
finished 4-6 overall, while the pre-
vious fall, Notre Dame went 5-5. 
His cumulative record was 12-18.

As head coach of Bullard-
Havens Technical High School’s 
highly successful football team 
for the past decade—a period in 
which the Tigers captured three 
Constitution State Conference 
titles and won 68 games versus 29 
losses—Johnson had a first-hand 
look at Notre Dame teams. He 
was impressed.

“We scrimmaged Notre Dame 
the 10 years I was head coach. 
You could see Sadler did a great 
job the last few years. They were 
competitive on a weekly basis,” 
he explained.

For Johnson, his arrival at 
Notre Dame brings him back to 
familiar territory. On the opposite 
side of Jefferson Street is the bur-
geoning Sacred Heart University 
campus, and it was there that he 
earned both bachelor’s (criminal 
justice) and master’s (education) 
degrees. He also played four sea-
sons (1996-99) of varsity football 
for the Pioneers, primarily as a 
wide receiver.

“This was during the peri-
od when the program went 
from Division II to Division 
I-double-A, so it was a chal-
lenging time,” he recalled. 

Johnson accepts challenge 
at Notre Dame

Translation: No winning seasons.
But Johnson believes his teams 

“served as building blocks” for 
Sacred Heart’s rise to prominence 
at a higher level of competition. 
Under a new coach, Jim Fleming, 
the Pioneers reeled off back-to-
back 10-1 and 11-0 seasons (2000-
01), capping the latter fall with a 
31-15 victory over Duquesne in 
the ECAC Bowl. 

What does the future hold for 
Johnson at Notre Dame? He’s 
learned that the program’s last 
winning season was more than a 

decade ago—2007 (6-4). But he 
also knows the Lancers’ football 
history is rich in tradition. 

Prior to the state playoff sys-
tem, Notre Dame’s 1964 squad, 
coached by the late Lou Saccone, 
captured the Waskowitz Trophy, 
awarded to the state champion. 
Saccone’s squads finished in the 
New Haven Register’s Top Ten 
poll four straight seasons.

More recently, Notre Dame’s 
2002 team, coached by Jeff 
Bevino, was runner-up in the 
Class S state championship game, 
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ple of how to have a meaningful life in the world today.” His leg-
acy is not found only in ideas but in “actions that embody a com-
pelling vision for human life, and that led directly to his death.” 
They were based on his understanding of the Gospel. 

Since Romero’s death, there has been frequent debate about 
how his legacy relates to Latin American liberation theology, 
which according to Lee, “brought out new ways of thinking 
and acting that would challenge the previous assumptions and 
Romero, himself, as he became a bishop in the tumultuous 
decade of the 1970s.”

In examining Romero’s “liberation spirituality,” Lee explores 
several concepts, including conversion, faith and politics, and a 
new understanding of martyrdom. Although Romero was sus-
picious of the liberation movement when he was an auxiliary 
bishop, his attitude and approach changed when he witnessed 
the deprivation and exploitation of the poor in rural El Salvador, 
along with the murder of priests and hundreds of others doing 
pastoral work, Lee said. 

He came to view the Church’s mission as one that denounces 
sin and repression, proclaims the Gospel and endures persecution—
and execution—like Christ. His vision of the role of the Church in 
the modern world was immersed in the world of the poor.

 “The deeper question regarding his legacy is his effect on a 
people’s consciousness and actions,” Lee said.

“Around the world, those who struggle for justice, who seek 
to defend human rights, and who search for peaceful solutions to 
violent conflicts can look to Oscar Romero for inspiration,” he 
said. “He was a man of the Gospel, a revolutionary saint.”          n

Blessed oscar romero From page 24

and another of Bevino’s squads 
went 9-1.

Program-building seems to be 
part of Johnson’s DNA. When he 
was named offensive coordinator 
at Bullard-Havens 13 years ago, 
the Tiger team consisted of just 
17 players. The school lacked an 
off-season training program, and 
there were no feeder programs 
such as junior varsity and fresh-
man teams.

Three seasons later, he was 

JOHN JOHNSON HAS BEEN APPOINTED head football coach at Notre 
Dame High School.

appointed head coach, and very 
quickly Bullard-Havens began to 
win games consistently. In the 
past four years, the Tigers were 
34-10, advancing to the state 
playoffs three times.

Away from the gridiron, John 
Johnson is a fifth-grade teach-
er at Daniels Farm School in 
Trumbull, and he and his wife, 
Allison, are the parents of eight-
year-old J.J.—aka John Charles 
Johnson IV.                     n
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 DeceaseD clergy oF the Diocese  
oF BriDgePort: March 18—aPril 14  

   
March 
18 Msgr. Donald M. Paolucci ....................................1990
 Rev. John Fay .......................................................2006
19 Rev. Bartholomew J. O’Shea .................................1959
20 Msgr. Francis A. Campagnone ..............................2003
24 Rev. Jon C. Bokron ...............................................1993
25 Rev. Clifford J. Grisé ............................................2017
27 Rev. Bertrand E. Parent .........................................1973
30 Msgr. Patrick F. Donnelly .....................................1993

april 
2 Rev. Richard R. Dunn ...........................................1999
3 Rev. Francis C. Metro ...........................................1957
4 Rev. David W. Howell ..........................................2013
 Msgr. John F. Jazowski .........................................2010
5 Rev. Hugh F. Gallagher ........................................1980
7 Rev. Stephen E. Opra ............................................1992
8 Rev. Joseph V. Kazlauskas ....................................1968
 Rev. Edward M. Horan .........................................1978
9 Rev. John A. MacNeil ...........................................1994
 Rev. Frederick Saviano..........................................2016
12 Rev. Emidio O. Gregori ........................................2016
13 Msgr. Henry M. Callahan......................................1956
 Deacon Harold Lynch ...........................................2016
14 Rev. Walter J. McCarthy .......................................1968
 Rev. William J. Fletcher ........................................1988
 Msgr. Edward D. Halloran ....................................2001
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Sister Marie 
Cafferty, CND

Sister Marie Cafferty (Sister St. Edward of Mary) a Sister of 
the Congregation of Notre Dame died peacefully on February 12 
at Lourdes Health Care Center in Wilton. 

Marie Cafferty was born in Cranston, Rhode Island. After high 
school, she entered the Congregation of Notre Dame in Montreal 
Canada, pronouncing her vows there in August 1943.

She then lived almost 75 years of deep commitment to young 
people in Catholic Schools as teacher, guidance counselor 
and principal. In Connecticut, Sister Marie taught sociology 
and worked in the guidance office at Stamford Catholic High 
School (now Trinity Catholic) from 1959-64. She also served 
in Manchester at St. Bartholomew School and at St. John the 
Baptist School in New Haven. In addition, she ministered in 
schools in Rhode Island, New York and Illinois.  

Sister Marie’s unique gifts were to find those whom others had 
given up on and to treat them with respect and compassion. She 
will be deeply missed by her Sisters in the Congregation of Notre 
Dame, her friends, and the many people she influenced. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated for Sister Marie at 
the Villa Notre Dame Chapel in Wilton on February 16. Burial 
followed in St. Peter Cemetery in Danbury.                                n

Obituaries
Father Martin J. Nikodem, 

78, of Trumbull passed away 
peacefully on March 8, at Lord 
Chamberlain Nursing Home in 
Stratford after a courageous battle 
with cancer.

He was born in Bridgeport to 
the late John and Mary Nikodem. 
He attended St. Ann School in 
Bridgeport and graduated from 
Fairfield Prep. He studied phi-
losophy and theology at Christ 
the King Seminary and St. 
Bonaventure in New York.

Father Nik, as he was affec-
tionately known, was ordained in 
1967 in St. Augustine Cathedral 
by Bishop Walter W. Curtis. He 
celebrated his Golden Jubilee 
last May. His first appointment 
was as parochial vicar a St. 
Mary Parish in Ridgefield. He 

Father Martin Nikodem, 78
He was an avid Steelers fan 

and took great pleasure in watch-
ing every game and wearing “all 
things Steelers.” He will also be 
remembered for his motorcycle 
rides and sailing on Fairfield 
Beach on his Sailfish.

He is survived by his sister, 
Carol Halfpenny of Shelton 
and his brother, Edward 
Nikodem and his wife Beth of 
Michigan. 

Father Nikodem was received 
into Our Lady of the Assumption 
Church on March 12. A Vigil 
Mass of Christ the High Priest 
was celebrated that evening by 
Msgr. Thomas Powers, vicar gen-
eral of the Diocese of Bridgeport 
with Father Peter Cipriani, 
Assumption’s pastor, as homilist.

A Mass of Christian Burial 

later served in that capacity at 
St. Mary Parish in Stamford and 
St. Theresa Parish in Trumbull, 
where he was also temporary 
administrator. 

Father Nik was appointed 
pastor of Our Lady of Good 
Council in Bridgeport in 1987, 
serving there until 2008. He was a 
member of the Diocesan Priests’ 
Council from 1973-74. 

A kind and generous man, 
he always made the needs of 
others a priority. He was named 
chaplain at St. Joseph’s Manor, 
Trumbull, in 2008 and spent sev-
eral years caring for and meeting 
the spiritual needs of the residents 
of St. Joseph’s Manor, while 
also serving as part-time paro-
chial vicar at Our Lady of the 
Assumption Parish in Fairfield.

was celebrated at Assumption on 
March 14, by Father Cipriani. 
Deacon Raymond Chervenak of 
Assumption Parish was the hom-
ilist. Interment was private.       n

Father MartiN j. NikoDeM
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Nuestra Voz
Por MaricarMeN goDoy

El encuentro diocesano del 
V Encuentro Nacional llevo a 
cabo en la Iglesia de Santa María 
en Stamford como antesala al 
encuentro regional del noreste, 
rumbo al encuentro nacional en 
donde se abogará por la iglesia 
latina en los Estados Unidos. El 
Encuentro legó a la conclusión  
de que la evangelización a las 
católicas hispanas que están aleja-
da de la Iglesia debe volver a las 
calles, tal como fue al inicio de la 
era Cristiana, con el fin de traer 
nuevamente a los alejados por 
diversos factores. 

Según el Padre Gustavo Falla, 
el V (quinto) Encuentro Nacional 
es un proceso de consulta y mi- 
sión para evangelizar, que se 
inició para comprender la for-
mas que la Iglesia en los Estados 
Unidos debe ayudar a los hispanos 
católicos a fortalecer su respuesta 
como discípulos misioneros. 

El V Encuentro, acuerdo al 
Padre Falla, párroco de Santa 
Maria y director del departamen-
to de diversidad cultural de la 
Diócesis de Bridgeport, nativo de 
Colombia, tiene entre sus prim-
eras expectativas formar 25.000 
nuevos líderes católicos entre 
líderes laicos y religiosos compro-
metidos, para salir a las calles y 
ayudar a evangelizar a la ge- 
neración de hispanos que se han 
alejado de la iglesia y ayudarles  
lograr una experiencia personal 
de conexión con Dios a través 
de módulos sencillos que vienen 
marcados en base al camino de 
Emaús que recorrió Jesús.

Según el Padre Falla, las 
estadísticas, basadas en un 
estudio de la Universidad de 
Georgetown  publicado en 
CARAS, muestran la realidad de 
la iglesia católica hispana, y las 
cifras de abandono son alarman-
tes en estos momentos, tal como 
sucedió al inicio de las oleadas 
migratorias de los italianos católi-
cos que fueron perseguidos cuan-
do recién llegaron a este país.

Las primeras generaciones de 
migrantes latinos de los años 50, 
60 y 70, según el Padre Falla, 
son dedicados a su fe, apega- 
dos a la iglesia. La segunda ge- 
neración se ha desapegado leve-
mente y la tercera se ha  
ausentado en su totalidad, y 
es a esa generación que el V 
Encuentro quiere apuntar.

El V Encuentro, de acuer-
do con Julio Sánchez, laico 
comprometido de la Parroquia 
San Benito-Nuestra Señora de 
Montserrat y facilitador parro-
quial, se viene preparando desde 
hace varios meses con reuniones 
entre feligreses que les ha llevado 
a las calles a realizar encuestas 
en donde claramente se com- 
prueba que la gente está alejada 
por varios factores; pero que, en 
su mayor parte, quieren volver y 
no saben cómo hacerlo o sencilla- 
mente solo buscan una palabra 
de aliento. 

“Decir en la calle: ¡Jesús te 
ama! ¡Jesús espera por ti! son  
palabras que a nadie le son indi- 
ferentes porque nacen de una ver-
dad de la iglesia”, dice el Señor 
Sánchez. 

Meses después de que el Papa 
Francisco revivió la expresión 
“Discipulado Misionero” en su 
carta encíclica La Alegría del 
Evangelio, una nueva oleada de 
iniciativas misioneras llegó a la 
iglesia en el mundo entero. Y en 
los Estados Unidos este trabajo 
misionero está implementándose 
con el V Encuentro, desde la of- 
icina de Diversidad Cultural de la 
Conferencia de Obispos Católicos 
estadounidenses.  

La Diócesis de Bridgeport ha 
estado involucrada en el proce-
so Encuentro desde el Primer 
Encuentro Nacional en el 2000 
celebrado en Los Ángeles, 
California, del 6 al 9 de julio. Fue 
una oportunidad que la Iglesia 
tuvo para descubrir las formas 
en que la comunidad católica 
hispana puede ser parte de una 
sola Iglesia, aunque provenga de 
diversas culturas y etnias. 

Para este V Encuentro 
Nacional, se están preparando 
163 diócesis a nivel nacional, de 
los cuales el 38 por ciento de los 
católicos adultos identifican su 
origen étnico como hispano. En 
la Diócesis de Bridgeport el por-
centaje es del 30 por ciento.

En el país, el cuarenta por 
ciento de todo el crecimiento de 
feligreses registrados en las parro-
quias católicas entre 2005 y 2010 
fue de hispanos católicos. En 
encuestas, la gran mayoría dice 
que su fe es una parte importante 
de su vida cotidiana y se sienten 
orgullosos de ser católicos.

Según el Padre Falla, para 
comprender de qué se trata el 
V Encuentro, hay que revisar 

El ‘V Encuentro’: volver a las calles a evangelizar 
cualquiera que sea su posición en 
la Iglesia o su nivel de instrucción 
en la fe, son agentes de evan-
gelización y sería insuficiente 
prever un plan de evangelización 
para ser llevado a cabo por pro-
fesionales, mientras que el resto 
de los fieles simplemente serían 
receptores pasivos. La nueva 
evangelización exige la partici-
pación personal de cada uno de 
los bautizados”.

Los feligreses de la Diócesis 
de Bridgeport asistieron al 
Encuentro Regional en Hartford 
el 10 de marzo y están prepa-
rando para la Conferencia 
Nacional V Encuentro que se 
llevará a cabo del 20 al 23 de 
septiembre en el Gaylord Texan 
Resort & Convention Center, en 
Grapevine, Texas. 

(Para más información sobre el V 
Encuentro, visite https://vencuentro.
org.)                  n

THE FIFTH NATIONAL ENCUENTRO is a process of evangelization 
launched to help Hispanic Catholics become missionary disciples for the entire 
Church. The Diocesan Encuentro took place in February and a Regional 
Encuentro was recently completed in Hartford. Delegates are preparing for the 
National Encuentro meeting to be held this September in Texas.
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la Encíclica del Papa y leer lo 
que dice sobre el discipulado 
misionero. En palabras del Papa 
Francisco: “En virtud de su bau-

tismo, todos los miembros del 
Pueblo de Dios se han convertido 
en discípulos misioneros (Mt 
28:19). Todos los bautizados, 
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Column: Thomas Hicks

“H 
e watched life 
as a small boy 
watches a train 
go by—mouth 

open, breathing high and light, 
pleased, astonished, and not a 
little confused” (John Steinbeck, 
Sweet Thursday, p.211).

March is such a welcome 
month. There is nothing quite like 
it. It is spring’s first beginnings.

One can feel the quickening 
that glows with promise. The blue 
deepens in the sky. There is the 
joy of lengthening days. Evenings 
now have a special magic. There 
is the sense of life triumphant and 
resurgent. With the sunlight and 
warmth so much that is good and 
beautiful has come again to us, 
save those whom we still love but 
can see no more. 

A simple truth about life is 
that it is good to be alive, to be 
on this earth. There is much to 
celebrate, much to be thankful 
for. Life contains moments of 
exhilaration, ecstatic moments.

Part of being human is to 
rejoice and live in wonder. 

But harshness is also a part of 
life. To be human is also to take 
on the weight of suffering, fail-
ures, separations, illness, injury, 
pain, loss, disappointments, tears, 
anxiety and fear, unfairness, 
humiliations, tragedies, corrup-
tion, not getting what you want, 
love missed, love lost. And the 
ultimate price we pay for being 
human is death, and more painful 
still, watching loved ones suffer 
and die.  These make up part 
of our journeys through time. 

“No matter child the name/ 
sorrows’ springs are the same/ It 
is the plight man was born for/ 
it is Margaret you mourn for” 
(“Spring and Fall: To a Young 
Girl,” Gerard Manley Hopkins)  

But again, life is not merely 
coping, but enjoying life. Life 
is also about goodness and 
kindness, about friendship and 
belonging, about love, enduring 
love. Let us take what we can, 
every moment of it, every drop 
of it. There’s that wonderful rab-
binic statement: “A person will 
have to give an account on judg-
ment day for every good thing 
he or she might have enjoyed but 
didn’t.” Pope Francis said that 
life is about “sowing beauty and 
joy in a world sometimes gloomy 
and sad.” 

With time, one becomes 
much concerned about God and 
his ways. One can do a lot of 
rethinking about this. One comes 
to recognize the truth of Isaiah’s 
words: “For as the heavens are 
exalted above the earth, so are 
my ways exalted above your 
ways, and my thoughts above 
your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:9). And 
Isaiah also has God ask: “Is it 
for you to dictate to me what my 
hands should do?” (Isaiah 45:11).  
St. Paul wrote that God’s ways 
are inscrutable. No one can read 
God’s mind. No mortal is God’s 
advisor (Romans 11:33).

Sometimes I wonder about 
the basic question: Why does 

God seek contact with human 
beings in the first place? What is 
he pursuing in us? The Scriptural 
answer is he wants to be loved. 
As Soren Kierkegaard said, it is 
almost as though it were a weak-
ness in God. It seems to me that 
we may have a certain degree of 
love for God, but most of us love 
created things as much or more; 
few give God the first place. 
That’s how it seems to me.

The Catholic theologian Karl 
Rahner was 
always talking 
about the mys-
tery and incom-
prehensibility of 
God, telling us 
that God is inex-
haustible mystery, unfathomable. 

No voice has ever spoken to 
me in unmistakable, unambigu-
ous terms, but through years of 
encounter with God’s mysterious 
ways I’ve gathered a few glimpses 
about God’s way of acting.

The Catholic philosopher 
John Haught pointed out that 
“any meaningful reflection on 
the idea of God must also take 
into account our own experi-
ence.” (What is God? P.3). I was 
brought up thinking that God 
always operated with supernatu-
ral wonders, miracles, awesome 
prodigies. My own experience 
tells me that the Lord uses lit-
tleness to show his power. The 
Almighty loves to show his 
almightiness by making use of 

A few thoughts on life and God

PotPourri
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“The Lord uses  

littleness to show 

his power.”

the small and unexpected. He 
uses the weakest things to make 
odd things even. I think I’ve seen 
that happen a lot. He is a God of 
surprises.

I find that one’s images of 
God change as one grows and 
develops. What worked earlier 
often becomes inadequate. For 
example, despite what I’ve been 
taught, I’ve come to think that 
God is not small-minded. He is 
not at all touchy. God doesn’t 

bother about 
trifling things. In 
taking account of 
us, God is not at 
all petty, but gen-
erous. St. Teresa 
of Avila said 

something like that.
Again, we outgrow concep-

tions of God which cannot stand 
up to the wind of real life. With 
time we get to know God better. 
I like Douglas Steepe’s definition 
of God as “the Eternal Listener.” 
I don’t think of God as the 
Scorekeeper. He is not a God of 
monitions, of manuals and rules. 
I’ve come to recognize what 
Therese of Lisieux said: “I assure 
you that God is much better than 
you believe.”  Jessica Powers put 
it her way: “In the end, all we 
have is the mercy of God. That is 
God’s greatest attribute.” 

And finally, one more quote 
from Isaiah, who has God say, 
“you are precious in my eyes and 
I love you.”                        n
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Column: Joe Pisani
Where you can find all the answers

swiMMing uPstreAM

By Joe PisAni

 Joe Pisani has been a writer 

and editor for 30 years.

F
or many years, I took 
part in perpetual 
Eucharistic Adoration at 
a church near the town 

where I grew up. I volunteered to 
do 2 am to 3 am Saturday, which 
was a difficult hour to fill.

Every Friday night after work, 
I’d put my head on the pillow 
at 8 pm, hoping for a few hours 
of sound sleep so I could be suf-
ficiently rested by the time the 
alarm went off and I had to leave.

As the song says, strange 
things happen “after midnight.” 
While the rest of the world is in 
peaceful slumber, there’s a seg-
ment of society that’s celebrating 
the start of the weekend with 
bar-hopping and merry-mak-
ing—engaged in what I can only 
describe as drunken revelry.

The world came alive in a 
creepy way as I set out on my 
nocturnal odyssey through three 
towns to reach the adoration 
chapel, where I would spend an 
hour alone with Christ.

Enroute to that sanctuary, I’d 

pass speed traps, where police 
cars were lying in wait for tipsy 
drivers returning from bars at the 
witching hour when the world 
became a landscape that could 
have been inspired by Dante, 
Dali and Fellini all in one.

Twirling red and blue police 
lights illuminated the sky, and 
cars were pulled over on high-
ways and streets, while men and 
women took sobriety tests and 
struggled to walk in a straight 
line. As I approached the town 
where the church was, I drove 
by several bars that were closing, 
and patrons would be staggering 
to their cars, laughing boisterous-
ly or arguing. For many years, I 
had been one of them. No more.

What a relief to arrive at the 
chapel and be welcomed by the 
Blessed Sacrament in a gold mon-
strance on the altar. It was a silent 
and serene place where I could be 
alone with my best friend in the 
world, a friend who was infinitely 
patient and listened to my prob-
lems, complaints, joys and sor-

rows. You can’t find a friend like 
that anywhere else—and you cer-
tainly can’t find him on a barstool.

My Holy Hour usually began 
with the exasperated cry, “Jesus, 
you’re not going to believe the 
week I had!” which was followed 
by the plaintive cry, “Help me, 
Lord!” Once I got it all off my 
chest, everything changed. I 
could relax, pray, sit in silence 
and, most importantly, listen.

The answer to every problem 
lies in the tabernacle. Only there 
will you find what you need. You’ll 
receive divine consolation, encour-
agement and love sitting before the 
Eucharistic Face of Jesus. At the 
bar, everyone has an opinion about 
what you should do in life, but only 
Jesus has the answer. 

Did your girlfriend leave 
you? Sit in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament... Did a family mem-
ber or friend die? Sit in front of 
the Blessed Sacrament... Are you 

having problems at work? Sit in 
front of the Blessed Sacrament...
Are you facing financial difficul-
ties or illness? Sit in front of the 
Blessed Sacrament... Are you 
feeling depressed? Guilty? Lonely? 
Angry? Useless? Unloved? Sit in 
front of the Blessed Sacrament.

When I worked in Manhattan, 
I’d occasionally sneak out of the 
office and slip into St. Agnes 
Church on 43rd Street, where 
there was Eucharistic Adoration 
after the 1:10 Mass. 

I’m convinced that people 
who weren’t even Catholic came 
into church to talk to Christ 
because they believed something 
that many Catholics don’t—Jesus 
is really and truly present in the 
Eucharist. Body, Blood, Soul and 
Divinity. Accept no substitutes

In his quiet presence, all 
wounds are healed, all fears 
allayed, all doubts dismissed, 
all grief comforted. There is joy, 

mercy, compassion, peace and 
love for the taking.

Visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament were once a regular 
part of Catholic life. Believing 
hearts were drawn to the taberna-
cle, where this Prisoner of Love 
sits and waits for us to share our 
lives with him, to adore him and 
to offer gratitude and reparation.

For more than 2000 years, 
Christ has attracted souls to 
himself in the Blessed Sacrament 
so that he can share an intimate 
friendship with them. If you 
spend time before his Eucharistic 
Face, you’ll become a different 
person, a better person. Amazing 
changes will immediately take 
place in your soul.

The tragic irony, I realized 
years later, is that those young 
people coming out of bars were 
looking for answers, friendship 
and love, too. They were just 
looking in all the wrong places. n

classroom,” he said. 
The redesigned curriculum also 

creates a Makerspace classroom 
that provides creative opportuni-
ties in art, engineering, and robot-
ics, providing additional fee-based 
enrichment classes after school 
and accessing e-texts/educational 
resources utilizing technology.

St. Joseph will continue to 
provide its fee-based after-care 
program from 3:15-6 pm. Fee 
schedule information will be pro-
vided at registration.

Dr. Cheeseman said that by 
adopting the new model, the 
school will benefit from a bal-
anced budget based on an enroll-
ment of 100 students.

“A donor commitment of 
$250,000 for the next two years has 
been offered to assist us with mov-
ing forward, supporting the needs 

of the new academic model and for 
marketing and admissions activi-
ties,” he told the parents.

The school has no assumed 
debt effective July 1, 2018, as the 
diocese will assume this debt bur-
den. A Five-Year Strategic Plan is 
in the process of being developed 
and will be shared with the school 
community in September 2018.

The Taskforce set the new 
Tuition and Fee Schedule 2018-19 
K through 8 students at $5,895 per 
student with an early-bird registra-
tion discount available until April 
1. Re-enrollment for current fam-
ilies in K-8 began March 7, with 
a deadline of April 1. New family 
registration will begin on April 1. 

(For more information, visit www.
sjsbrookfield.org. To register your 
child, visit: www.sjsbrookfield.org/
admissions.)                              n

new school model From page 8
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Bits and Pieces
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 

GROUP meets at St. Stephen 
Parish, Trumbull, for 10 weekly 
meetings with experienced coun-
selors. Sessions began Thurs., 
March 15, from 4-5:30 pm; new 
registrants still welcomed. To 
register or for more info, call the 
parish: 203.268.6217.

MASS OF HEALING AND 
HOPE: the Charismatic Renewal 
Services announces a Mass of 
Healing and Hope: Wed., March 
21, at 7 pm at St. Marguerite 
Bourgeoys Church, Brookfield, 
with Fr. Larry Carew. For 
more info, call the Charismatic 

Renewal Office: 203.456.5610. 
PASTA DINNER at Trinity 

Catholic High School, Stamford, 
Fri., March 23, from 5:30-7:30 
pm in the TCHS cafeteria, 
catered by Columbus Park 
Trattoria. Cost: $10/person; $40/
family. Proceeds support the sum-
mer mission trip. For more info, 
call the school: 203.322.3401.

“SPRING INTO MUSIC:” 
The Fairfield University Glee Club 
will return to St. Catherine of Siena 
Church, Riverside, for a spring 
concert on Sat., March 24, at 8 
pm. Tickets: $12, pre-sale, $15 at 
the door, and are available at St. 

Catherine’s rectory: 203.637.3661. 
Children under 12 are free.

CATHOLIC YOUNG 
ADULTS of Greater Danbury 
(18-35) will meet Sat., March 24, 
from 5:30-8 pm at Escape 101, 69 
Kenosia Ave., Danbury. Enjoy 
a night of puzzles and mystery 
at the escape room. For more 
info, check their Facebook page 
or email catholic.ya.danbury@
gmail.com.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
will take place at St. Margaret’s 
Shrine, Bridgeport, on Palm 
Sunday, March 25, at 1 pm. For 
more information, call the Shrine: 
203.333.9627.

LEARN ABOUT WALKING 
WITH PURPOSE Tues., April 
3, at St. Rose of Lima Parish, 
Newtown. Do you have a heart 
for other women and a desire 
to draw them closer to Christ? 
Attend an information session 
about Walking with Purpose 
women’s Catholic Bible study. 
Lunch provided. There is no cost 
to attend. For more info and to 
register, contact Laura Phelps: 
lauraphelpswwp@gmail.com. 

CATHOLIC YOUNG 
ADULTS of Greater Danbury, 
(18-35), will meet Tues., April 
3, at 6:45 pm for a Praise and 
Worship Holy Hour at Sacred 
Heart Parish, Danbury, followed 
by a social at a local eatery. For 
more info, check their Facebook 
page or email catholic.ya.dan-
bury@gmail.com.

BEREAVEMENT 
MINISTRY: Our Lady of Peace 
Parish, Stratford, will be conduct-
ing a free program from April 
4-June 6. The group will meet 
every Wed., from 12 noon-2 pm 
or 6-8 pm in the parish center. 
Open to all; advanced registration 
required. For more info and to 
register, call Janet Gillick, certi-

fied facilitator: 203.377.4817, or 
call the parish: 203.377.4863.

CELEBRITY BREAKFAST 
for New Covenant Center will 
be held Wed., April 4, at 7 am 
at the Woodway Country Club, 
540 Hoyt St., Darien. Jeff Fager, 
executive producer of 60 Minutes, 
will be the featured speaker. For 
more info and for tickets, call 
203.964.8228, ext. 409, or visit 
NewCovenantCenter.org.

NEW DAY bereavement 
seminar will meet at St. Thomas 
More Parish, Darien, beginning 
Thurs., April 5, at 7:30 pm and 
continuing through May 31.  
Registration necessary; no charge. 
For more info, call Lillian Toll: 
203.966.9367 or the parish office: 

203.655.3303. 
JOKES MY IRISH FATHER 

TOLD ME, sponsored by the 
Columbiettes at St. Jude Parish, 
Monroe, on Sat., April 7. Doors 
open at 7 pm; showtime: 8 pm. 
Cost: $20; BYOB and snacks; 
coffee and dessert provided. For 
tickets, call Elizabeth Edgerton: 
203.258.3354.  

FINANCIAL PEACE 
UNIVERSITY: A 9-week 
Christian-based money manage-
ment class teaches how to create 
a budget, pay off debt and save 
for the future. Offered at St. 
James Parish, Stratford starting 
Wed., April 11, at 7 pm. Cost: 
$119. To enroll online, go to fpu.
com/1062462. For more info, call 

Creating memories
since 1920

www.HansensFlowerShop.com
1040 Post Road, Fairfield

(203) 255-0461

Family owned
& operated
Open Sundays

Catholic Pilgrimage to Ireland
Join Father Russell Kennedy

Pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Middletown, Connecticut

June 3-12 - 10 days 
$3449.00 per person, round trip from JFK

For more information, please call Fr. Kennedy at 860-334-8925

WHITE MASS honoring health care professionals will be 
celebrated by Bishop Frank J. Caggiano Sun., March 18, at 8:30 
am in St. Aloysius Church, New Canaan, followed by brunch at 
Woodway Country Club in Darien. All are invited to attend the 
White Mass. Breakfast tickets: $35 per person; table of 10, $250. 

Register online: www.2018whitemass.org/2018whitemass.  
For more info, contact Elizabeth Auda: 203.416.1636  

or 2018whitemass@diobpt.org.
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Bits and Pieces
David Zamachaj: 203.375.5887. 

CATHOLIC YOUNG 
ADULTS of Greater Danbury 
(18-35) will meet Thurs., April 
12, from 7:30-9:30 pm at WCSU 
Newman Center, 7 8th Ave, 
Danbury, for a talk by Kevin 
Roys. For more info, check their 
Facebook page or email catholic.
ya.danbury@gmail.com.

GOSPEL OF LIFE 
SOCIETY meets at St. Mary 
Parish, Norwalk, the second Sat. 
of each month (April 14) at 10 
am following the 9 am Respect 
Life Mass. Alexandra and Paul 
McLaughlin will present perspec-
tives on the beauty of fertility 
awareness-based family planning.  
On-site child care provided. For 
more info, contact John Juhasz: 
203.762.3661 or juhaszjw@
optonline.net. 

VETERANS’ MEMORIAL 
BRICKS: deadline for donating a 
veteran’s brick to the St. Margaret 
Shrine Veterans Memorial on 
Park Ave., Bridgeport, is Sun., 
April 15. For more info and 
to donate a brick for a veteran 
from the U.S. military and our 
allies; living, deceased, wartime, 
peacetime, reserves, regulars or 
currently serving, contact Art 
Falco: 203.345.3244 or artfalco@
optonline.net.

WOMEN’S GROUP at 
Christ the King Parish, Trumbull, 

will meet Mon., April 16, at 10 
am in the parish hall. All are wel-
come. For more info, call Esther: 
203.268.8011. 

LECTIO DIVINA 
WORKSHOP sponsored by 
the Centering Prayer Group 
of St. Paul Parish, Greenwich, 
will be presented by Diane 
Harkin, Wed., April 18, from 7-9 
pm. Registration opens at 6:30 
pm. Donation: $20. For more 
info or to register, email Monica 
Lenci: mlenci@aol.com

MOMs+DADs prayer/sup-
port group for those with Down 
syndrome, their family and 
friends meets the third Thurs. of 
every month (April 19), at 7:30 
pm at St. Mary Parish, Norwalk. 
For more info, contact straposto-
late@optimum.net.

SECULAR FRANCISCAN 
Holy Spirit Fraternity invites 
everyone to St. Anthony of Padua 
Church, Fairfield, on Sat., April 
21, at 9:30 am to celebrate Mass 
with Msgr. Ernest Esposito. Social 
and meeting follow. For more info, 
call Pat Heile, OFS: 203.255.8801 
or pheile5713@aol.com. 

IN THE HEIGHTS presented 
by the Theatre Arts Program 
at Sacred Heart University is a 
fundraiser to help those impacted 
by Hurricane Maria in Puerto 
Rico. Performances will be held 
Thurs.-Sat., April 12-14, at 8 pm 

NNEEWW && UUSSEEDD VVEEHHIICCLLEESS •• SSAALLEESS •• SSEERRVVIICCEE •• PPAARRTTSS •• BBOODDYY SSHHOOPP

333 Bridgeport Ave • Shelton
M-Th 9am-9pm • Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-5pm

CALL CURTISS RYAN AT

1-800-523-4190
203-929-1484

ONE OF CT’S LARGEST VOLUME HONDA DEALERSONE OF CT’S LARGEST VOLUME HONDA DEALERS

CT’S FIRST ESTABLISHED HONDA DEALER • APRIL 1973

By

www.curtissryan.com

• Open All Day Saturday for Service & Parts
• Senior Citizen Discount

and Sun., April 15, at 3 pm. Cost: 
$22; Seniors, $15; students, $10. 
For more info or for tickets, call 
the Edgerton Center box office, 
203.371.7908 Mon.-Fri.

PILGRIMAGE TO QUEBEC 
CITY and the Shrine of Sainte 
Anne de Beaupre, July 24-27, 
will be led by Fr. Peter Smolik, 
pastor of Our Lady, Star of the 
Sea Parish, Stamford. Includes St. 
Anne Feast Day Mass and can-
dlelight procession. Cost: $1056/
pp double occupancy. Motorcoach 
departs Star of the Sea. Deposit: 
$400 needed by Tues., April 24; 
final payment by Tues., June 5. 
For reservations, contact Mary 
Sabato: 914.714.5806 or mar-
yts0718@gmail.com

THRIFT SHOP at Our Lady 
of Peace Parish Center in the 
Lordship section of Stratford is 
open each Sat., from 10 am-12 
noon. Housewares, glassware and 
accessories, clothing, jewelry, lin-
ens and small furniture pieces, all 
reasonably priced. For more info, 
call the parish: 203.377.4863.    n

Shepherds is looking for a few good mentors! 
Could it be YOU?

Visit www.shepherdsmentors.org or contact Dan McAuliffe, Executive Director 
at dmcauliffe@shepherdsmentors.org or at 203-367-4273

Shepherds has been changing the lives of students in Connecticut for 20 years 
by providing mentors and financial sponsors to deserving high school students 

entering Kolbe Cathedral High School in Bridgeport 
and Notre Dame High School in West Haven.

This fall, we need 20 mentors.
Our students need YOU!

Sign up by April 30th.

P O S I T I O N  A V A I L A B L E
Executive Director

Cardinal Shehan Center and the McGivney Community Center

The Diocese of Bridgeport is announcing the search  
for the new Executive Director of the Cardinal Shehan Center  

and the McGivney Community Center.   
For a full description of the position and the application process,  

all candidates should refer to the Diocesan website  
at www.bridgeportdiocese.com on or after March 19.



   When it comes to heart care, listening helps us see your whole picture. 
Caring for your heart starts with understanding what you love. Ascension® care teams at St. Vincent’s Medical Center 
take the time to listen so we can understand all aspects of you and your life. 

Find a cardiologist who is right for you at stvincents.org/heart.


