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Awaiting Easter
Sight & Sound

Father Marcel Saint Jean will be hosting a trip to the Pennsylvania Amish lands to see Sight and 
Sound’s “David” from June 29-30, 2022. For 2 days and 1 night, the price is $315 per double occupan-
cy. For more information contact Father Marcel Saint Jean at 203.434.7208, or email him at: marcel-
saintjean@gmail.com.

by Elizabeth Clyons

Scenes from Stations
NORWALK—In preparation for Holy Week, Mrs. Milo’s 

Pre-K 4’s at All Saints Catholic School in Norwalk learned all 
about Stations of the Cross in the school chapel! 

FAIRFIELD—Assumption Catholic School is holding Stations 
of the Cross throughout the Lenten Season. 

SHELTON— Every Thursday during Lent, students at Holy 
Trinity Catholic Academy pray the Stations of the Cross with dif-
ferent grades leading in prayer. 

Celebrating St. Joseph
TRUMBULL—On the Solemnity of St. Joseph, Bishop Caggiano celebrated Mass with the St. 

Joseph High School community, speaking eloquently on how actions speak louder than words. 
Because St. Joseph has no words in the bible, it’s clear that his actions spoke for him. And the bishop 
encouraged students to do the same, to become women and men of integrity. 

In addition, in celebration of this great day, the bishop announced a special gift for students, faculty 
and staff—no classes in session on the Monday following! Congratulations, as well to Erin Markut ‘23, 
who was the winner of our Image of St. Joseph contest! 

Father-Son Sunday
TRUMBULL—St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Trumbull recently held their first-ever Father-Son 

Sunday, and what a joy it was! The church was full of dads and their boys. Father Marcello offered a 
special blessing at the end of Mass and everyone enjoyed some hoops and cornhole afterwards. What a 
beautiful celebration of fatherhood to commemorate the Solemnity of St. Joseph!
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A week of devotion to the Passion of Christ
BRIDGEPORT—Bishop 

Frank J. Caggiano’s schedule 
for Holy Week will include litur-
gies celebrated at St. Augustine 
Cathedral and other churches in 
the diocese. All Masses are open 
to the public. The Masses will also 
be live-streamed and available 
online.

The bishop said Holy Week 
invites us to reenact the great 
mysteries of our faith, “where 
we recall the great events of our 
salvation in the Lord’s Passion, 
Death and Resurrection. It is a 
week that we are asked to keep 
holy by our prayer, reflection and 
participation in the services of the 
Easter Triduum.”

Holy Week begins on Palm 
Sunday, the final Sunday of Lent, 
when palms are distributed to 
commemorate the triumphant 
arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, 

days before he was crucified.
The most sacred days of Holy 

Week form the Triduum, which 
includes Holy Thursday (com-
memorating the Last Supper), 

Good Friday (adoration of the 
Cross), and the Easter Vigil (Holy 
Saturday), the most beautiful 
liturgy in the Church, which cel-
ebrates the Resurrection of Jesus. 

It is the first celebration of Easter 
and the service in which adult 
catechumens are received into full 
communion with the Church.

The will celebrate the follow-
ing liturgies during Holy Week:

 
Palm Sunday, April 10
 9:30 am
  St. Jude Parish, Monroe
 12 noon
  St. Matthew Parish, Norwalk

 
Reconciliation Monday,
 April 11 
(all day confessions) see list of  
churches on the diocesan website: 
www.bridgeportdiocese.org

 
Holy Thursday, April 14
 10 am 
  Chrism Mass—
  St. Theresa Church, Trumbull
 7 pm 
  Mass of the Lord’s Supper— 

  St. Augustine Cathedral
 
Good Friday, April 15
 3 pm 
  Passion of the Lord—
  Our Lady of the   
  Assumption, Fairfield
 
Holy Saturday, April 16
 8 pm 
  Easter Vigil—
  St. Augustine Cathedral

 
St. Augustine Cathedral 

is located at 399 Washington 
Avenue in Bridgeport.

(For online viewing, visit the 
diocese website: www.bridgeport-
diocese.org.

For information on Holy Week 
services in parishes throughout the 
diocese, visit: www.bridgeportdiocese.
org/mass-times.)                              n

PONTIFICAL NORTH 
AMERICAN COLLEGE—
The Congregation for Clergy 
in Rome has appointed the 
Reverend Msgr. Thomas W. 
Powers, a priest of the Diocese 
of Bridgeport, and currently vicar 
general of the diocese as the 24th 
rector of the Pontifical North 
American College effective July 
1, 2022. 

The appointment of Msgr. 
Powers comes upon the com-
pletion of a six-year term of the 
current rector, the Very Reverend 
Peter Harman. 

Monsignor Powers grew up 
in Newtown, Conn. He attend-
ed Immaculate High School 
in Danbury, Conn. and the 
University of Notre Dame in 
South Bend, Ind., where he 
earned a degree in economics. 

After graduation, Msgr. 
Powers worked as a finan-
cial consultant with Andersen 
Consulting in New York and 
then, in 1991, spent one year per-
forming volunteer work in Puerto 
Rico through the Center for 
Social Concerns of the University 
of Notre Dame. 

He began formation for the 
priesthood at St. John Fisher 
Seminary in Conn. before 
entering the Pontifical North 

Msgr. Powers to lead North American College
American College in 1993, where 
he earned a bachelor’s degree 
in Sacred Theology from the 
Pontifical Gregorian University 
and a licentiate degree in Sacred 
Theology from the John Paul II 
Pontifical Institute for Marriage 
and Family. 

Ordained a priest on May 24, 
1997, Msgr. Powers served in 
various assignments in his home 
diocese, and then began service to 
the Holy See in the Congregation 
for Bishops in 2005. He served 
there for ten years, residing at 
the North American College and 
assisting the formation faculty as 
an adjunct spiritual director. 

He returned to the Diocese of 
Bridgeport in 2015, where most 
recently he served as vicar general 
and moderator of the curia, as 
well as pastor of St. John Parish 
in Darien, Conn. 

Bishop Robert Deeley, chair-
man of the Board of Governors 
of the College and Bishop of 
Portland, Maine, noted, “Msgr. 
Powers is extremely well-suit-
ed to serve as our next rector, 
given his extensive experience in 
seminary formation, his many 
pastoral skills, and his prior 
work in Church governance and 
administration. We are very 
grateful for his acceptance of our 

nomination.” 
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 

praised Msgr. Powers for his 
priestly service to the Diocese of 
Bridgeport as vicar general and 
as pastor of St. John Parish in 
Darien.

“Monsignor Powers is emi-
nently qualified for leadership of 
the college; not simply because 
of his past distinguished service 
in Rome and as adjunct spiritual 
director at the seminary, but also 
by temperament, openness of 
mind and heart, a sense of fair-
ness, and a compassionate under-
standing of the challenges people 
face in their lives and families. He 
also brings scholarly knowledge 

of the international Church and 
its traditions to his role in leading 
the education and formation of 
the next generation of priests. 

Those of us who have had the 
good fortune of working with 
Msgr. Powers are aware of his 
integrity, loyalty, courage and 
intellectual gifts. He has lived his 
life sacrificially for the Church 
and its people. On a personal 
note, Msgr. Powers has been 
invaluable to me in his role as 
vicar general. I will miss his 
discernment and judgement, the 
fraternity he brings to our priests, 
and his service as a collabora-
tor in our efforts to renew the 
diocese. Most importantly, I am 

always inspired by his personal 
prayerfulness and commitment 
to leading a life of holiness,” the 
bishop said. “As Msgr. Powers 
begins this new ministry in ser-
vice of the Church, may the Lord 
continue to abundantly bless 
him.”

Bishop Caggiano comment-
ed, “I am not surprised at all 
that the Board of Governors of 
the Pontifical North American 
College has chosen Msgr. Powers 
to serve as rector. In my opinion, 
they could not have made a bet-
ter choice. While we will miss 
him terribly in the Diocese of 
Bridgeport—both as vicar general 
and as pastor—I am pleased for 
the college.” 

When asked about the 
appointment, Msgr. Powers stat-
ed, “Although serving as the next 
rector of the Pontifical North 
American College was neither 
something I ever expected nor 
sought, I am very grateful to be 
asked to take on this important 
role. In accepting the appoint-
ment, I ask the Lord to grant 
me the grace to fulfill this role 
faithfully, and I entrust myself to 
Our Blessed Mother, Our Lady of 
Humility.” 

Very Reverend Peter Harman 
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Parish News
By ANN YANNETTI

NORWALK—Members of St. 
Matthew Church and the Fairfield 
County community, along with 
Father Bohdan Tymchyshyn and 
seminarians from St. Basil Seminary 
in Stamford, filled St. Matthew 
Church for a Holy Hour for Peace in 
Ukraine on Wednesday, March 16.

“We’re here tonight to pray 
for peace. In difficult times comes 
prayer. It starts with the individ-
ual and through that solidarity it 
spreads throughout the community. 
The power of prayer brought the 
community out,” offered Father 
Jeff Couture, pastor of St. Matthew, 
who led the prayer service.

“Through war, we have faith. 
And if we’re working together, 
we’re working toward peace. 
My heart breaks for them, but 
they’re not alone and there is 
hope. I want to say to the people 
of Ukraine: we are praying with 
you, we are praying for you, hope 

St. Matthew’s Holy Hour for Peace in Ukraine

St. Joseph helps Ukraine

is not lost. I want to share a word 
from my bishop today who says, 
‘Remember we are with you in 
hope. You have our support and 
all our prayers.’”

Father Bodhan Tymchyshyn, 
rector of the Ukrainian Seminary, 
thanked the community for their 
solidarity. “St. John Paul’s teach-
ing about the church said, ‘The 
church breathes with two lungs. 
It’s east and west.’ The majority 
of the Catholic Church is the 
western church, the Latin Church. 
And there is another one: Eastern, 
to which I and my brother sem-

inarians belong to. And today it 
is the true meaning of it—that 
the Church breathes with two 
lungs. Praying together today for 
Ukraine, for the people who are 
suffering, who are under tremen-
dous attacks with the missiles, I 
was thinking what can I say to 
you? And there is only one thing 
that came to my mind.”

“Remember in the Gospel 
when Jesus Christ was in his 
last hours on earth, before His 
Crucifixion, he went to the 
Garden of Gethsemane. And he 
took with him three apostles. And 

he asked them only one thing: 
stay here and pray with me. And 
do you know what happened to 
them? They fell asleep.”

“But today I know that my 
friends here in the Western 
Church, the Latin Church, they 
are not asleep. They are praying 
with me. And I know that God 
is with us. I know that God 
is answering our prayers. The 
night is dark but after that, the 
dawn is coming. The same is 
with Ukraine. Ukraine is going 
through tremendous suffering. The 
bloodshed. It’s hard to imagine, 
but through prayers, everybody 
is staying strong. So, thank you, 
to all of you, for on behalf of all 
Ukrainians, here in the States and 

By KATHY-ANN GOBIN

DANBURY—The St. 
Joseph parish and school com-
munity are working together to 
deliver necessities and items of 
comfort to women and children 
refugees of Ukraine.

Pre-filled bags will be shipped 
directly to Poland’s frontline 
workers who are caring for refu-
gees as they cross the border.

The effort is aimed at provid-
ing new or gently used purses, 
diaper bags or backpacks with 
every day essentials needed for 
each age range.

More than a million refugees 
have fled their homeland with 
only what they could carry, fol-
lowing the unprovoked Russia-
waged war on Ukraine.

It is suggested that purses for 
women be filled with self-care 
products, first aid supplies, pens, 
notepads and anything inspira-
tional. 

Diaper bags for babies are 
recommended to be packed with 
blankets, socks, pacifiers, diapers 
and wipes and baby bottles.

Backpacks for children can 
include books, small toys or 
crafts, travel size pillows, mit-

tens, hats and lotions.
“The support and outreach 

from the community thus far, has 
been truly beautiful,” said Megan 
Cerullo, president, PTO School 
Board for St. Joseph School.

Cerullo and fellow parishioner 
Ania Szurawsk, who is a native 
of Poland and has family there, is 
helping to coordinate the collection 
of much-needed items and ship 
them overseas.

“It’s amazing how generous 
people are,” Szurawsk said. “How 
beautiful it is to see what Jesus 
said, ‘love your neighbor.’ That’s 
what we are doing.”

Szurawsk said she has been in 
contact with her sister in Poland 
who is helping to get the items to 
those in need. 

“People need help to start 
over,” said Szurawsk, in ref-
erence to the basic necessities 
being collected for women and 
children.

Szurawsk said the parish and 
school outreach has extended to 
many outside of the community 
with donations, including finan-
cial support, coming from orga-
nizations and parishes outside of 
the Diocese of Bridgeport.

“It’s just incredible,” she said. 
“So many people are donating. 
We are so thankful that everyone 
is coming together. One person 
cannot do this alone. It is the 
work of the community.”

All donations will be shipped 
to the Poland Municipal Social 
Welfare Center in Walbrzych. n

back at home in Ukraine, for your 
prayers, for your solidarity and for 
your support.”

“When we think about heroes, 
we think about soldiers who are 
standing on the front line. But it’s 
not what’s meant. Glory to heroes 
means those who are working for 
the same cause. And today, I also 
am saying to you, glory to heroes. 
You are heroes because you are 
praying with us, you are standing 
with us. And God bless you and 
keep you and keep you all safe.”

The Holy Hour was attended 
by Norwalk Mayor Harry Rilling 
and Lucia Rilling, State Senator 
Bob Duff, Norwalk Fire Chief 
Gino Gatto and Assistant Edward 
McCabe. Seminarians concluded 
the Holy Hour with a Marian 
Hymn sung in their native language.

Knights of Columbus St. 
Matthew #14360 sponsored the 
Holy Hour, led by Grand Knight 
Anthony Armentano. St. Matthew 
was one of four locations in 
the US to simultaneously hold 
this hour of prayer for peace in 
Ukraine sponsored by the national 
Knights of Columbus.                n  

Special collection nets more  
than $337,000 for Ukraine

 
BRIDGEPORT—The faithful throughout the diocese have 

contributed more than $337,000 to the Special Collection for 
Ukraine, and donations continue to be received as war devastates 
Ukraine.

“I am grateful that the lay faithful of the diocese, as always, 
have responded generously and compassionately to assist 
the people of Ukraine during this critical time. We have all been 
deeply troubled by the images of the unfolding tragedy and the 
mass relocation of the people of Ukraine. The response of our 
diocese to this humanitarian crisis unites us with their suffering 
through generosity and prayer,” said the bishop.

On March 2, Bishop Caggiano asked all pastors and admin-
istrators to announce the collection to aid the victims of war in 
Ukraine. The bishop authorized the collection in response to 
a plea by The Subcommittee on Aid to the Church in Central 
and Eastern Europe of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB).

“As the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine continues to deterio-
rate, we must redouble our efforts to pray for the restoration of 
peace and justice in that war-torn country. As believers, we can 
add this intention to our daily personal prayers in whatever way 
we think best. The goal is to create a solidarity of prayer through-
out the world. Such solidarity will be a powerful spiritual weap-
on against tyranny, evil and sin,” the bishop said when he called 
for the special collection.

Those who wish to make a donation to aid the war victims through 
the USCCB fund, please send a check to: Finance Office, Diocese of 
Bridgeport, Attn: Mike Hanlon, 238 Jewett Avenue, Bridgeport, 06606. 
Memo: Ukraine Fund.                    n  
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St. Augustine Medals

By BRIAN D. WALLACE 

BRIDGEPORT—Celebrating 
the Solemnity of St. Joseph is also 
the appropriate time to recognize 
the unique sacrifice made by chap-
lains and pastoral care providers 
who served victims of COVID-19, 
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano said 
during the Pontifical Mass at St. 
Augustine Cathedral on Saturday, 
March 19.

The bishop conferred special 
St. Augustine Medals of Service 

on 26 priests, deacons and 
women religious who have served 
as chaplains and members of 
pastoral care teams in hospitals, 
nursing homes and healthcare 
facilities around the diocese.

The Pontifical Mass also for-
mally brought the Year of St. 
Joseph to a close, as the bishop 
concelebrated Mass with priest 
leaders including Father William 
Platt, diocesan director of hospi-
tal chaplains.

“Actions speak louder than 
words,” the bishop said, not-
ing that many people today, 
including leaders, fail to match 
their words and actions. “There 
is not a single word spoken by 
St. Joseph recorded in Sacred 
Scripture, but his actions spoke 
what he believed.”

The bishop said that St. Joseph’s 
life was “unambiguous and trans-
parent” in his protection of Mary 
and Jesus. It was St. Joseph who 
would have been responsible for 
teaching Jesus to read and write 
and for taking him to the temple. 
Joseph also left his livelihood and 
homeland and became a refugee to 
protect his family.

Likewise, the honorees who 
serve in pastoral care left behind 

Recipients went ‘into  
the breach’ to serve others

their own health and safety 
during lockdown “and went into 
the breach at a time when no one 
knew how the virus was transmit-
ted,” the bishop said.

He said that the chaplains and 
pastoral care workers generously 
accepted the lonely burden of 
ministering to the sick and dying 
who were cut off from their own 
families and loved ones during 
the worst of the virus outbreaks.

They brought the presence of 
Christ to those who were suffering 

and alone, and in some cases they 
brought the few possessions and 
last words of those who died to the 
grieving families who could only 
say goodbye behind glass parti-
tions.

“You went out and brought 
hope where everyone else could 
not go. You formed the front 
lines of the Lord’s compassion, 
tenderness, forgiveness and love,” 
the bishop said, recognizing 
their “countless hours of holding 
hands” both in ordinary and 
extraordinary moments.

In the Blessing of the Medals 
the bishop prayed, “Send down 
your blessings on these your 
servants and upon the medals 
which recognize the sacrificial 
work they have accomplished in 
service to the sick and dying… 
Bring us all into the peace of your 
kingdom.”

As Al Barber, retired president 
of Catholic Charities, called the 
honorees forward, the bishop 
congratulated and thanked them 
on behalf of the entire diocese 
and those “who were unable 
to say, ‘thank you’” during the 
worst of the crisis.

At the end of Mass, Bishop 
Caggiano processed to the statue 

of St. Joseph at the back of the 
church and asked those present 
to join him in reconsecrating the 
diocese to St. Joseph as he led a 
brief prayer.

“Last year on this very day 
and in this very place, I conse-
crated the faithful of the diocese 
to St. Joseph during the special 
year dedicated to his patronage. 
Now at the close of the year ded-
icated to his patronage, I ask that 
we offer the same prayer together 
to ask for his continued interces-
sion,” the bishop prayed.

The conferring of medals at the 
special Mass marks the first time 
that the St. Augustine Medals 
have been presented outside of 
the annual ceremony in the Fall 
of each year. The St. Augustine 
Medal of Service was instituted 
in 2005 to recognize the “unsung 
heroes” who unselfishly give of 
their time and talents to build up 
parish communities and in dioc-
esan ministries. Since that time, 
hundreds throughout the diocese 
have received the medal at the 
yearly prayer service ceremony.

Pope Francis proclaimed 
a “Year of St. Joseph” from 
December 8, 2020, to December 
8, 2021, to mark the 150th anni-
versary of the declaration of St. 
Joseph as patron of the universal 
Church. He said St. Joseph is an 
example of sacrificial fatherhood 
and purity and as an interces-
sor in healing and fighting the 
world’s evils.

2022 Saint Augustine Medal 
Recipients for Clergy and 
Religious in Pastoral Care
 

Reverend William F. Platt, 
Diocesan Director of Hospital 
Chaplains

Reverend Hyginus Ndubueze 
Agu, Chaplain, St. Vincent’s 
Medical Center

Reverend Albert Forlano, 
Chaplain, St. Vincent’s Medical 
Center

Reverend Christopher Johnson, 
O.C.D., Staff Chaplain, 
Greenwich Hospital

Reverend Matthew R. Mauriello, 
Chaplain, St. Camillus Center 
and Assistant Chaplain,  
Stamford Hospital

Reverend Augustine C. Okorafor, 
Chaplain, Bridgeport Hospital

Reverend Churchill Penn, 
Assistant Chaplain,  
Bridgeport Hospital

Reverend Jean-Rony Philippe, 
Chaplain, Danbury Hospital

Reverend Marcel Saint Jean, 
Assistant Chaplain,  
Norwalk Hospital

Reverend Paul R. Sankar, 
Chaplain, Norwalk Hospital

Reverend Joseph Schad, S.J., 
Chaplain, St. Vincent’s  
Medical Center

Reverend Raymond M. Scherba, 
Assistant Chaplain, Danbury 
Hospital and Assistant Chaplain, 
Saint John Paul II Center

Reverend James C. Vattakunnel, 
V.C., Chaplain,  
Stamford Hospital

Deacon Timothy J. Bolton, 
Manager Pastoral Care,  
St. Vincent’s Medical Center

Deacon Joseph Koletar, 
Chaplain, St. Vincent’s  
Medical Center

Deacon Donald J. Naiman, 
Chaplain, Saint John Paul II 

Center
Sister Annarani Annapandi, 

F.I.H.M.,  
St. Camillus Center

Sister Elizabathrani Antony 
Samy, F.I.H.M., 

 St. Camillus Center
Sister Rita Ashwell, C.S.F.N., 

Saint John Paul II Center
Sister Frances Smalkowski, 

C.S.F.N., 
 Saint John Paul II Center
Sister Maryann Calabrese, 

C.N.D., Bridgeport Hospital
Sister Francoise Golder, 

S.S.T.V., Notre Dame Health 
and Rehabilitation Center

Sister Lucie Monast, S.S.T.V., 
Notre Dame Health 

 and Rehabilitation Center
Sister Theresa Ha Thu Thi Do, 

L.H.C.,  
St. Joseph’s Manor

Sister Elizabeth Linh Nguyen, 
L.H.C.,  
St. Joseph’s Manor

Sister Nancy Strillacci, A.S.C.J., 
St. Vincent’s Medical Center       n

St. Matthew’s Holy Hour for Peace in Ukraine

expressed his support for the appointment as well. “Monsignor 
Powers is a talented, generous, faithful and holy priest. I cannot 
think of a better example and Spiritual Father for the men in 
priestly formation here at the North American College.” 

The Pontifical North American College serves as the American 
seminary for diocesan clergy in Rome. Founded in 1859 by 
Blessed Pius IX, the college has formed over 5,000 priests near 
the heart of the Church for service in dioceses around the United 
States, Canada, and Australia. The College strengthens the bonds 
between Rome and local Churches worldwide, and it allows its 
students to study the Church’s rich religious and cultural heritage 
at close range. It currently serves over 200 men studying for the 
priesthood and priests pursuing graduate studies in Rome.

Editor’s Note: Monsignor Powers’ appointment has created a renewed 
interest in North American College and its role in American church his-
tory. If you’re interested in learning more about NAC, a good place to 
start will be the work of Msgr. Stephen Michael DiGiovanni, author and  
pastor emeritus of Basilica of St. John the Evangelist in Stamford, and 
founding rector of St. John Fisher Seminary in Stamford, where Msgr. 
Powers discerned his own vocation. Msgr. DiGiovanni, who received his 
doctoral degree from NAC in 1983, has published two books on the North 
American College,“The Second Founder: Bishop Martin J. O’Connor 
and the Pontifical North American College,” and “Aggiornamento on the 
Hill of Janus: The American College in Rome, 1955-1979” in 2016. They 
are available on Amazon.                                          n

Msgr. powers froM page 3

RECOGNIZING UNIQUE SACRIFICE— The bishop conferred special St. 
Augustine Medals of Service on 26 priests, deacons and women religious who 
have served as chaplains and members of pastoral care teams in hospitals, nurs-
ing homes and healthcare facilities around the diocese.
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Sacred Heart Guild
By ELIZABETH CLYONS

GEORGETOWN—Every 
pew was filled in the small 
but beautiful Sacred Heart 
Church on the Solemnity of the 
Annunciation, as many gath-
ered for Choral Vespers for the 
Inauguration of the Guild of the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

These Solemn Vespers 
launched the newly formed Guild 
of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, which promotes sacred arts 
in the Diocese of Bridgeport.

Choral Vespers, the guild’s 
inaugural liturgical event, is the 
evening prayer of the Church, 
and it was significant that it was 
held at the same time that clergy 
and faithful throughout the dio-
cese were also praying Vespers.

“When we were preparing for 
this evening, everyone took a step 
back and took a breath when they 
saw the budding blossoms on the 
branches behind us,” said Father 
Michael Clark, rector of the 
Guild of the Most Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, referencing the beautiful 
scenery of the church, citing Pope 
Francis’ call in his exhortation 
Evangelii Gaudium to engage 
with our culture by inspiring 
beauty in God’s Church. 

“We do things in a different 
way, because we are indeed in 
the presence of God and indeed 
on Sacred ground,” said Father 
Michael Clark, rector of the 
Guild of the Most Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. “God draws people to 
Himself, out of the world and 
into the desert, in order that He 
might give them the good things 
He has promised.” 

He said that on this great 

Solemnity of the Annunciation, 
we are reminded of the fact that 
God becomes real so that he can 
be tangible—touched, heard and 
tasted.

Father Clark explained that 
humans respond very well to 
beauty. He was speaking of the 
transcendentals—truth, beauty, 
goodness—it is the easy one, as 
you do not have to be smart to 
see what is beautiful. 

“He wishes to be close to us, 
so very close that we might be 
able to touch him,” said Father 
Clark.

“When we consider what God 
is asking us to do in the Sacred 
Arts, it is important for us to 
realize that this resonates with 
how human beings experience 
anything at all—we are sensory 
animals,” he said. “The Sacred 
Liturgy builds upon our very 
nature to bring us out of where 
we are to become more and more 
like God.”

“The Church has an essential 
part to play in culture,” said 
Father Clark. “He delights in our 
creativity because it is most like 
Him. Not to draw attention to 
ourselves but to see the hallmarks 
and blueprints of the very creator 
Himself—to understand who 
God really is.”

Father Clark said that the 
Sacred Arts are about things 
that are pleasing to the senses 
because they bear witness to God 
Himself. 

“We should celebrate our 
diverse gifts because they are all 
ordered to the praise and worship 
of Almighty God,” said Father 
Clark. “God Himself is the one 
that speaks when we do beautiful 

Celebrating the Sacred Arts

By ELIZABETH CLYONS

FAIRFIELD COUNTY—
The Office of Campus Ministry 
for the Diocese of Bridgeport 
is pleased to announce the 
launch of the Fairfield County 
Catholic Student Union. The 
virtual student center will act as 
a resource hub for parish loca-
tions, Mass times and young 
adult events, and will be regu-
larly updated with new events 
and information.

The Fairfield Catholic 
Student Union covers five cam-
puses—Western Connecticut 
State University, The University 
of Bridgeport, UCONN 
Stamford, Norwalk Community 
College, and Housatonic 
Community College.

On the docket for upcoming 
events are: a Men’s Bible Study 
at St. Cecilia’s in Stamford, 
Crossroads 4 Christ meetings, 
an Adoration and Social night 
at St. John’s Basilica, Faith on 
Tap and a young adult Mass 

Grow your faith in college

and Social at Holy Name of Jesus 
in Stamford. 

The goal of FCCSU is to 
provide ways for students at 
area schools to connect to the 
Church, as well as find other 
young adults and college stu-
dents with whom they can share 
their faith.

“Our college years are some 
of the most formative and chal-
lenging of our lives,” said Father 
Christopher Ford, director of voca-
tions and campus ministry for the 
Diocese of Bridgeport. “Making 
sure that we have everything we 

need to grow deeper in our rela-
tionship with the Father during 
these years can only help us to 
realize all of the dreams and 
desires that are laid out in front 
of us.”

Father Ford said that 
FCCSU eventually hopes to 
expand the resources available 
to include opportunities for 
faith formation, evangelization, 
and even the development of a 
Campus Ambassador program 
that will empower students to 
share their faith with others. 

Bobby Hyland, president of 
the Newman Club at Western 
Connecticut State University said 
that finding new ways to connect 
with the faith and local Church 
through FCCSU is a real gift. “It 
has helped me realize that I’m 
not alone in my faith journey, 
but I’m really walking alongside 
so many others with the same 
destination in mind.”

(For more information, visit: 
fccsu.org. Or follow the group on 
Instagram, at: @FCCSUconnect) n

SACRED ARTS GUILD—A night of Solemn Vespers launched the newly 
formed Guild of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, which promotes sacred arts in 
the Diocese of Bridgeport.

things.”
Father Clark thanked the 

bishop for his clarity of vision in 
making this guild possible. 

“In this little church,” said 
Father Clark, “we know that God 
will do great things.”

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
addressed those gathered, say-
ing, “you can feel, in this sacred 
place, the rest, tranquility and 
joy—what a sacred space is sup-
posed to give.”

He mentioned that we gather 
at a time of great darkness as 
many parts of the world are rav-
aged by war. “We will feel Our 
Lady’s intercession as we conse-
crate Russia, Ukraine and all of 
humanity to her maternal care.”

The bishop explained that this 
place, which has served as a place 
of rest, respite and joyful praise 
for the people of Georgetown, 
will now be the “heart” of the 
Diocese of Bridgeport—where 
people will come “to find the 
peace and the joy that comes to 
every human heart that encoun-
ters and touches the presence of 
Almighty God.” 

“May this place be the loca-
tion where the work of the guild 
begins in earnest,” the bishop 
said. “To revive the life of the 
Church and the world.”

The bishop proceeded to sign 
the decrees that make the inaugu-
ration of the guild official. 

During the liturgy, the bishop 
offered the prayer of consecration 
for Russia and Ukraine, which was 
requested by the Holy Father in a 
letter to all bishops on March 21.

“This Act of Consecration 
is meant to be a gesture of the 
universal Church, which in this 

dramatic moment lifts up to God, 
through His Mother and ours, the 
cry of pain of all those who suffer 
and implore an end to the vio-
lence, and to entrust the future of 
our human family to the Queen 
of Peace,” said Pope Francis. 

Dr. William H. Atwood, 
recently appointed diocesan direc-
tor of music, directed the schola. 
Father Peter Lenox, episcopal 
vicar for liturgy and worship, and 
Mr. William Riccio, master of 
ceremonies for St. Mary Parish in 
Norwalk, both served as masters 
of ceremonies.          n



Now, the care you need is right at your fingertips. With just a tap or click, you 
can book an in-person or telehealth visit online with Nuvance Health Medical 
Practices, including same-day appointments. Scheduling the care you need 
has never been easier or more convenient.

Primary care is 
just a tap away

Book an appointment online today

nuvancehealth.org/primarycare
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2021 Consolidated Fiscal Statements
BRIDGEPORT—In the con-

tinued practice of full transpar-
ency, the Diocese of Bridgeport 
has released its Consolidated 
Financial Statements for the 
Fiscal Year ended June 30, 
2021.

The consolidated audited 
report is posted online on the 
diocesan website (www.bridge-
portdiocese.org).

Michael Hanlon, CPA, chief 
financial officer of the diocese, 
said the audit report confirms that 
the diocese has continued its strat-
egy of fiscal responsibility, prudent 
management and stewardship in 
all areas of financial activities. The 
audit report confirms the success 
of a strategy implemented over the 
last eight years and its focus on 
fiscal solvency.

The audit report presents 
a financial position with an 
increase in assets and net assets 
and a decrease in liabilities.

“We are continuing on our 
goal of long-term financial sus-
tainability for the diocese in 
which transparency is key. We 
are charged with the responsi-
bility of ensuring that we are 
good stewards of all resources 
entrusted to us and prudent deci-
sion making on the use of those 
resources,” he said.

“The annual release of this 
report should give confidence to 
our faithful Catholics who want 
to view how their donations are 
being recorded and used to fulfill 
the diocesan works of mission 
and administration,” he said.

“Our priorities continue to be 
the presentation of clear, timely 
and comprehensive financial pic-
ture of the diocese, particularly 
as Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
moves forward with the work of 
renewal through his mission-re-
lated programs, initiatives for 
growth, and investments in the 
future,” Hanlon said.

The audit report was issued 
by diocesan auditors on 
December 30, 2021, meeting the 
issuance deadline established by 
the diocesan audit committee.

Diocesan fiscal policy con-
tinues to focus on a strategy 
of financial stability, viability, 
long-term investment growth for 
mission related programs and 
sustainability, he added.

Financial Transparency
Hanlon said he was pleased 

to learn that the Diocese of 

Diocese releases audited Financial Statements
Bridgeport was ranked with a 
perfect score within a  recently 
released Voice of the Faithful 
(VOTF) nationwide annual 
report on diocesan financial 
transparency practices and pol-
icies. 

The VOTF study reviewed 
the financial transparency and 
accountability of 145 dioceses 
and 32 archdioceses by analyz-
ing transparency practices and 
policies. On a scale of 0-100, the 
Diocese of Bridgeport was one of 
only four dioceses in achieving 
a 100% score for its published 
policies and disclosures toward 
financial transparency.

“Prior year ratings also 
scored Bridgeport within top 
groupings. The VOTF analysis 
affirms the fact that we continue 
to follow transparency and not-
for-profit industry best practices 
mandated by Bishop Caggiano 
upon his arrival in 2013. Under 
Bishop Caggiano’s leadership, 
we remain committed to full 
financial transparency and best 
practices,” he said.

The newly released 
Consolidated Statements of 
Financial Position reports total 
assets of $116.3 million, liabil-
ities of $35.8 million and net 
assets of $80.5 million as of June 
30, 2021. This is compared to 
total assets of $97.7 million, lia-
bilities of $43.2 million and net 
assets of $54.5 million as of June 
30, 2020.

The Consolidated Statement 
of Activities reports revenues, 
support and other changes totaling 
$49.6 million and total expens-
es of $43.6 million resulting in 
income from operations before 
depreciation of $6.0 million for the 
year ended June 30, 2021. This 
is compared to revenues, support 
and other changes totaling $45.4 
million and total expenses of $43.7 
million, resulting in income from 
operations before depreciation of 
$1.7 million for the year ended 
June 30 2020.

Hanlon said the consolidat-
ed financial statement includes 
activities related to diocesan 
operations, employee benefits and 
insurance programs, cemetery 
operations and other activities.

Hanlon explained that major 
changes in revenue are increases 
from the Annual Catholic Appeal, 
contributions and bequests, and 
cemetery operations.

Recovery  
from the Pandemic

During the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2021, the diocese has 
seen some recovery from the eco-
nomic impacts of the pandemic. 
The Annual Catholic Appeal 
efforts were suspended within 
the last quarter of the 2020 fiscal 
year, and were resumed in the 
fall of 2020. Revenue recognized 
as of June 30, 2021 increased to 
approximately $8.3 million from 
$7.5 million as of June 30, 2020.

The suspension of and lim-
itations on Mass attendance 
greatly reduced parish offertory 
and their operational cash flows 
balances. This resulted in a slight 
decrease in Cathedraticum reve-
nue (an assessment on parishes 
based on certain revenue to 
support the administration of the 
diocese). Cathedraticum revenue 
decreased to $6.5 million as of 
June 30, 2021 from $6.6 million 
as of June 30, 2020.

Many parishes, schools and 
other related entities in the dio-
cese were able to take advantage 
of governmental support through 
the Payroll Protection Program 
(PPP) during the prior fiscal 
year. Funding received kept 
employees employed and provid-
ed cash flow injections at time 
when contributions, offertory 
and tuition payments decreased. 
The PPP allowed for timely 
medical payments. Most entities 
have received 100% loan forgive-
ness of these funds.

The diocese received PPP 
funding of $2,642,200, and 
received full forgiveness of this 
loan in August 2021. These 
funds attribute to the increase in 
cash balances and are recorded 

Michael hanlon, cPa

within notes payable in the con-
solidated statements of financial 
position.

Cemetery revenues increased 
to $10.7 million as of June 30, 
2021 compared to $8.1 million as 
of June 30, 2020. This increase 
is attributed to the leadership 
and vision of Dean Gestal, cem-
eteries executive director as well 
as a growth strategy approved 
by the cemetery board. This 
revenue growth is expected to 
continue with the construction of 
a mausoleum within the Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery in Trumbull, 
expected to be completed within 
June 2022. Other mission related 
projects and services are being 
planned.

Nonoperating activities 
include gain on sale of assets, 
pension related changes, invest-
ment gains, financial support to 
schools and other activities con-
sidered to be of a more unusual 
or nonrecurring nature. Revenue 
from nonoperating activities 
totaled $20.5 million as of June 
30, 2022 as compared to $2.1 
million for June 30. 2021.

The sale of a former high 
school property recorded a gain 
on sale of assets of $11.2 million. 
This sale to a religious order 
allows the diocese to maintain 
Catholic education in this geo-
graphic area.

Strong investment returns for 
the fiscal year resulted in gains 
within investment accounts and 
a beneficial interest totaling $5.9 
million.

 Investment gains within the 
priest pension fund, resulted in 
a positive change of $5.8 million 
compared to an increase of $3.2 
million as of June 30, 2020.

The Consolidated Schedule of 
Activities reports an increase in 
net assets totaling $24.5 million 
for the year ended June 30, 2021 
compared to $1.9 million for 
June 30, 2020.

“In maintaining our long-term 
strategy and vision we again 
were able to post positive results, 
our focus annually,” Hanlon 
said.

Controlling Expenses
Hanlon said the continued 

focus of the diocese has been to 
control operational expenses and 
to be prudent in its spending. 

The Consolidating Schedule 
of Activities reports “diocesan 
operations” total revenue and 

support and other changes of 
$20.9 million, expenses of  $18.7 
million, resulting in income from 
operations before depreciation 
of approximately $2.2 million 
for the year ended June 30, 
2021. This is compared to total 
revenue and support and other 
changes of $20.0 million, expens-
es of slightly less than $20.0 
million, resulting in income from 
operations before depreciation 
of approximately $10,000 for the 
year ended June 30, 2020.

“The audit reports positive 
operational results for the fifth 
consecutive year, a goal targeted 
by the bishop and the diocesan 
finance council several years ago 
as part of our fiscal strategy,” 
Hanlon said.

Employee benefits and 
insurance programs contin-
ue to be the largest expense 
recorded within the diocesan 
Consolidated Statement of 
Functional Expenses totaling  
$20.5 million, or 46.9% of $43.6 
million in total expenses before 
depreciation ($20.1 million, or 
46.0% of $43.7 million—2020). 
Religious and lay personnel costs 
totaled approximately $10.9 
million or 25.0% of total expens-
es for both June 30, 2021 and 
2020, respectively. And grants 
and contributions totaled $3.3 
million or 7.7% of total expenses 
($4.7 million or 10.8%—2020). 
This decrease is related to the 
dissolution of the St. John Fisher 
Seminary Corporation with the 
current year seminary expenses 
within the diocesan operational 
expenses.

Grants and contributions 
support seminary formation, 
mission-related, educational and 
youth programs including the  
Redemptoris Mater Seminaries, 
Bishops Scholarship Fund with-
in Foundations in Education, 
Catholic Charities, the Cardinal 
Shehan Center and other dioce-
san-related programs.

With the success of the We 
Stand With Christ (WSWC) 
capital campaign, the diocese 
plans a strategic shift of funding 
sources from annual operational 
fundraising to distributions from 
the foundations endowment 
funds.

“Our donors have been very 
generous to the campaign. 
WSWC distributions to the 
three foundation’s: Education, 
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Diocesan hotline opens for financial concerns
By BRIAN D. WALLACE

BRIDGEPORT—The dioc-
esan hotline has recently been 
centralized to receive calls 
related to financial concerns in 
diocesan ministries, parishes 
and schools.  

“The financial hotline is one 
step further in a progression of 
measures instituted by Bishop 
Frank J. Caggiano to provide the 
highest standards of accountabil-
ity and transparency in our han-
dling of funds. This commitment 
to good stewardship is a proactive 
step to further good governance 
and coordination of existing 
controls. It is also based on our 
gratitude and respect for donors 
and the sacrifices they make to 
support our diocese and related 
entities,” said Michael Hanlon, 
chief financial officer.

Hanlon said plans for the 
financial hotline were intro-
duced  to pastors at a recent 
meeting. He thanked them for 
their commitment to transparen-
cy and told them that during the 
last nine years only a few finan-
cial concerns have been report-
ed. He said the hotline will pro-
vide an added safety measure 
to identify concerns and act on 
them if necessary.

“This success is a result of the 
prudent leadership of pastors and 
lay leadership within our parishes 
who maintain appropriate con-
trols and follow diocesan mandat-
ed fiscal policies. This standard 
of fiscal responsibility is mirrored 
within our schools and other 
related entities.  

Hanlon said the goal is to 
capture any financial issues or 
concerns under the diocesan 
umbrella of parishes, ministries 
and related entities. “The hotline 
provides those who support our 
mission an opportunity to register 
concerns that may not be appar-
ent to diocesan or even parish 
leadership. There is a real benefit 
to this added layer of transparen-
cy and demonstrates our commit-
ment to address any issues that 
may surface.”

Previously, any concerns 
were received by several different 
departments and methods, he 
said, noting that the hotline will 
consolidate and streamline the 
process of reporting concerns. 

The Diocese of Bridgeport 
was also one of only four dio-
ceses across the United States to 
score a perfect 100 percent on 
the 2021 Voice of the Faithful 
(VOTF) Report on Measuring 
and Ranking Diocesan Financial 

Transparency.
Hanlon said the accountability 

measures are part of a national 
trend to further certify the proper 
management and use of funds 
donated by the faithful and indus-
try best practices.

The third-party indepen-
dent hotline, 833.990.0004, is 
now available 24-hours a day, 
seven days a week to report any 
financial concerns. It will also 
continue to be used for reports of 
sexual abuse. 

Calls to the line will be 
answered by Lighthouse Services, 
a third party reporting company. 
Callers will speak with a trained 
intake specialist who will ask 
questions, document your report, 
and ask follow-up questions to 
clarify the information.

The intake specialist will then 
prepare a written report of the 
call for the diocese. However, the 
intake specialist cannot answer 
substantive questions or give 
advice. Calls may be recorded for 
Lighthouse for internal purposes 
only. If a person chooses to report 
anonymously, Lighthouse will not 
share their contact information 
with the diocese.

 At the end of the call, each 
caller will be given a report num-
ber and asked to create a PIN. 

After 24 hours of submitting 
the report, the caller can use 
this information to follow up or 
provide additional information. 
Launching the financial hotline  
is one more step in ensuring the 
diocesan commitment to trans-
parency in its management and 
stewardship.

The diocese took another 
major step toward financial 
accountability on December 5 
of last year, when the bishop 
has asked every parish, school 
and other diocesan-related entity 
to publish their annual finan-
cial reports simultaneously. All 
parishes, the diocese, schools 
and certain other entities were 
required to issue their financial 
reports to the faithful based on a 
standardized diocesan-wide finan-
cial template. 

In a letter to parishioners, 
the bishop said, “In short, the 
purpose of ‘Accountability 
Sunday’(which will be held 
each year on the first Sunday of 
December) is to ensure financial 
transparency, to communicate 
to all parishioners and donors 
that good stewardship is being 
practiced, and to provide a stan-
dard report that is consistent and 
straightforward.”

The bishop said this new 

method of reporting “comes 
after many months of prepara-
tion and is intended to ensure 
that the financial transparency 
already in place will be manifest 
in a new and more uniform pre-
sentation.”

The VOTF report, released 
on November 12, 2021, was 
based on a review of the financial 
transparency of all 145 dioceses 
and 32 archdioceses belonging to 
the United State Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB). The 
review was conducted between 
June 1 and August 31, 2021 by 
three independent reviewers. 
The VOTF survey found that the 
advantages of financial transpar-
ency include enhancing a sense 
of lay stewardship and helping to 
build trust in the leadership of the 
Catholic Church nationwide.

Anyone with concerns is encour-
aged to call to toll-free hotline: 
833.990.0004, or may also contact 
a third-party reporting hotline 
at: www.lighthouse-services.com/
diobpt. The hotline number will 
also continue to be used for the 
reporting of allegations or concerns 
of sexual abuse. Complaints not 
related to financial matters or 
abuse that come into the hotline 
will be referred to another diocesan 
contact.                                      n

Faith and Charity will greatly 
supplement continued diocesan 
support and enhance various 
mission related programs. These 
endowment assets to the foun-
dations will secure future perma-
nent annual funding sources for 
mission related programs,” said 
Hanlon.

During March 2021, the dio-
cese was able to pay in full the 
remaining $3.5 million obligation 
to the Knights of Columbus. This 
obligation totaling $15.0 million 
was obtained in October 2011. 
The elimination of this debt has 
been part of the overall strategy 
of the diocese and leaves the dio-
cese debt free for the first time in 
well over a decade.   

Future Focus
Although the fiscal year end-

ing June 30, 2021 reported strong 
overall results, our efforts contin-
ue to focus on the following key 
areas: the unfunded liability relat-
ed to the postretirement priests’ 
medical and dental plan (this 
obligation is paid from current 

cash flow) and the underfunded 
diocesan lay pension plan.

The diocese is exploring the 
creation of a separate funding 
trust for its future obligations 
for Diocesan priests. This trust 
would provide funding for priest 
pensions, medical and other 
postretirement benefits and 
other priest retirement costs. 
Although the priest pension 
plan is adequately funded, their 
postretirement medical benefits 
are paid as incurred and exceed 
$340,000 annually. Priest pen-
sion and other postretirement 
benefit obligations liabilities 
account for approximately $14.3 
million or 39.8% of total liabil-
ities as of June 30, 2021 ($19.3 
million or 44.8% as of June 30, 
2020). The decrease in this lia-
bility is a result of strong invest-
ment gains for the year ending 
June 30, 2021.

Hanlon said the multi-em-
ployer lay pension plan (frozen 
to new participants in 2008), 
will continue to be a focus of a 

sub-committee of the Diocesan 
Finance Council to explore alter-
natives and develop recommen-
dations to resolve the underfund-
ing of the lay pension plan. This 
committee, the diocesan finance 
council and investment commit-
tee review the funding status of 
the plan and strategy throughout 
the year.

As of June 30, 2021 and 2020, 

the lay plans projected benefit 
obligation exceed the fair value 
of its assets by approximately 
$80.6 million and $99.8 million, 
respectively. The lay pension 
plan is approximately 49.3% 
and 39.6% funded as of June 30, 
2021 and 2020. The increase in 
funding status is related to strong 
investment gains (approximately 
28.2% for the year ending June 

30, 2021) and additional contri-
butions ($2.5 million from the 
Diocese from proceeds from the 
sale of a property and an addi-
tional $250,000 from cemetery 
operations).This liability is only 
required to be disclosed in the 
diocesan audited financial state-
ments due to accounting rules 
for a multi-employer plan.

Programs included within 
the diocesan financial state-
ments include: the Catherine 
Dennis Keefe Queen of Clergy 
Retirement Home for Diocesan 
Priests; the Newman Center 
at Western Connecticut State 
University; Teresian Towers and 
Carmel Ridge Estates, life use 
and rental properties for elderly 
residents: other rental properties; 
pastoral care services for resi-
dents in nursing homes formerly 
owned by the diocese and ceme-
tery operations.

(The complete audited reports are 
available online. To learn more, visit 
the diocesan website: www.bridge-
portdiocese.com/financialreports.)  n   
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EDITOR’S CHOICE
Reflecting on the Passion

As we enter Holy Week, how do we deepen our observance of these 
great mysteries before us? During his recent Veritas Radio (1350 AM and 
103.9 FM) program and podcast, Bishop Caggiano suggested that the best 
way to prepare is to “think anew of the passion narrative that will be read in 
the sacred days ahead.” He encourages us to read the Passion in short pas-
sages, and to give ourselves the time to pray over it, so that we might imag-
ine ourselves at that historical moment we are about to commemorate. And 
he encourages us to contemplate these basic questions: “What do you see? 
What do you feel? How would you respond? And what is the Lord saying 
to you? Speaking personally, as I begin to ask those questions this time of 
year, I find it such a powerful way to be ready to enter into the moment of 
the mystery when we literally, in grace, walk to Calvary on Good Friday.” 

The bishop then goes on to share powerful insights into the human 
condition and into the Passion that he experienced on his first visit to the 
Holy Land: “When I went to the Holy Land, the very first time, there 
were two moments of immense emotion for me, and they weren’t at the 
Basilica, they were not at the Holy Sepulcher, and not at Calvary. They 
were during my visit to the Garden of Gethsemane. When we entered into 
the garden, the darkness was growing around us; I could feel it up and 
down my spine. I’m not exactly sure how I could describe it in words—
even now when I think of it, I get goose bumps; it was an experience of 
what was happening in the order of salvation, that the powers of darkness 
were gathering. Our guide pointed out a few of the olive trees that are 
believed to be older than 2,000 years—they were the silent sentinels that 
were there watching the Lord’s agony! And in the Church of Gethsemane, 
just 150 feet away, there is a large stone, where tradition holds Jesus 
prayed—and you could imagine where the Lord’s Passion began. 

What touched me even more was that I was allowed to linger after the 
others went into the church. So there were moments when I was in the 
garden by myself. And I put myself in the body of Peter or James or John 
or the other apostles. And what would I have been seeing? What was I 
going to be feeling? You knew something dreadful was about to happen. 
And you would love to think that you were courageous and heroic, but 
I, and perhaps you, would feel a great fear, a great unknown and a great 
anxiety. So in that moment, I had a greater sympathy for the apostles who 
were sinful men, as I am.”

The bishop said the Passion also gives us an opportunity to reflect on 
the heart-breaking suffering of Our Lady. “Imagine reading the passion 
through the eyes of Our Lady! Who among us would not be furious, 
angry, revengeful, screaming out to the people around them. What’s the 
matter with you? People, you are dumb and blind. My son offered you 
a message of hope. He cured your sick, he raised your dead, and this is 
what you do to him? But she didn’t respond that way. Those are the sort 
of insights that you have to sit with, and you can’t read through it like 
paragraphs. For me, it is the sharing of Christ’s suffering by Our Lady in 
her own personal way that is so deeply poignant and so deeply human…. 
One of the most beautiful cinematic moments of that feeling is found 
in “The Passion of the Christ,” when Jesus stumbles, lifts up his cross, 
encounters his mother, and he says, “See, I make all things new.”

The bishop reminds us that taking up the Cross is the way to Easter. But 
it is ultimately a journey of hope and transformation in the Risen Lord. We 
wish all of our readers a most blessed Holy Week and Happy Easter.

 Congratulations
Msgr. Powers 

The appointment of Msgr. Thomas Powers as rector of Pontifical 
North American College (NAC) in Rome is a source of great pride for 
the entire diocese as he prepares to lead this historic institution. It is also 
a bitter sweet moment, because Msgr. Powers will be deeply missed. As 
Bishop Caggiano noted in his statement (see page 3), Msgr. Powers is a 
man of courage, prayer, and faithfulness who has served the diocese and its 
people as vicar general and as pastor of St. John Parish in Darien among 
other assignments. There will be plenty of  time for farewells, because 
Monsignor will not leave for Rome until June. In accepting the appoint-
ment, Msgr. Powers said, “I ask the Lord to grant me the grace to fulfill 
this role faithfully, and I entrust myself to Our Blessed Mother, Our Lady 
of Humility.” Let us join with him in thanksgiving and prayer.               n

EDITORIAL

The Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano, Bishop of Bridgeport, 
has made the following clergy appointments in the Diocese of Bridgeport:

CLERGYAPPOINTMENTS

Pastor

REVEREND JAMES BATES, 
appointed to Pastor, Saint Brigid 
Church, Stamford Effective date is 
May 1 for a term of six years. 

Parochial administrator 

REVEREND KUMAR 
XAVARIAPITCHAI, appoint-
ed temporary Parochial 
Administrator, Saint Luke Parish, 
Westport. Effective immediately. 

EPiscoPal Vicar 

REVEREND JOHN PEREZ, 
appointed Episcopal Vicar for 
Hispanic Catholic Community for 

a term of three years. Effective date 
was March 1. 

GraduatE studiEs 

REVEREND BRENDAN 
BLAWIE, will return to Rome 
effective August 31, to complete 
Licentiate studies at the Pontifical 
University of Saint Thomas 
Aquinas (Angelicum) for the aca-
demic year of 2022-2023. 

rEctor 

REVEREND MICHAEL V. 
CLARK, appointed Rector of the 
Sacred Heart Guild and Rector of 
the Oratory of the Sacred Heart in 

Georgetown for a term of 3 years. 
Effective date was March 25. 

transitional dEacon 

REVEREND ANH VU, ordained 
Transitional Deacon and appoint-
ed to serve as Deacon of The 
Cathedral Parish in Bridgeport. 
Effective date was March 11. 

othEr 

REVEREND ANTONIO DE 
AZEVEDO, returned to Portugal. 
Effective date was February 20. 

Reverend Francis T. Hoffmann
Vicar for Clergy, April, 2022

Office  
of Communications
Diocese of Bridgeport

238 Jewett Avenue 
Bridgeport, Connecticut 06606-2892

telephone  |  203.416.1461
fax  |  203.374.2044 

email  |  fcc@diobpt.org
Web  |  www.bridgeportdiocese.com

Facebook  |  BridgeportDiocese
Twitter  |  @diobpt

USPS no.: 12-117. Periodical  
postage paid at Bridgeport, CT 06601, 

and additional mailing offices.

Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano
Publisher  

Brian D. Wallace 
Executive Editor bdwallace@diobpt.org

Elizabeth Clyons 

Writer/Editor elizabeth.clyons@diobpt.org

Renée Stamatis 
Art Director rstamatis@diobpt.org

Ralph Lazzaro 
Advertising Manager rlazzaro@diobpt.org

John Grosso 
Social Media Leader jgrosso@diobpt.org

Ronnie Lazzaro 
Copy Editor (Consultant)

Advertise 
To place an ad, contact  

Ralph Lazzaro: 203.667.1622 

Circulation 
Every registered Catholic household 

in Fairfield County is entitled 
to a subscription. To cancel, change or add 
an address, please email: fcc@diobpt.org

Annual Subscription Price  
$20 (within diocese)  

$50 (outside diocese)

Postmaster 
send address changes to:
 Fairfield County Catholic  

238 Jewett Avenue  
Bridgeport, Connecticut 06606-2892

© Copyright 2022, Diocese of Bridgeport

“We had to do something”
BRIDGEPORT—St. Michael the Archangel 

Church, a gathering place for the Polish American 
community in Bridgeport and the region, has recent-
ly become the hub of a united and dramatic outreach 
to the suffering people of Ukraine.

Father Nobert Siwisnki, OFM, pastor of St. 
Michael’s, said that he and those who have joined 
in the effort, hope “to build a Franciscan bridge 
between Connecticut and Ukraine to help the many 
Polish families who have been housing refugees.” 

The items in hundreds of boxes in the parish 
hall include clothing and basic supplies. They will 
be shipped to the Polish-Ukrainian border and 
then transported to a Franciscan center in Lviv for 
distribution. 

Many area individuals and groups including 
Catholic Charities and the Knights of Malta have 
responded to the call for help. Mike Donoghue, 
executive director of Catholic Charities of Fairfield 
County was able to secure a generous donation from 
the retailer Zumiez, which is also helping Catholic 
Charities to ship 2,000 pounds of clothes to Ukraine.

“As people of faith and as human beings, we had 
to something,” said Donoghue, “People are coming 
together from both side of the world to help.”

“St. Michael’s parish has so many people on the ground who know how to get to those who are most in need,” he 
said. “Father Siwinski and the parish have been remarkable in their response. They’ve also been able to translate items 
such as Tylenol and other medicines so that people know how to use them.”                              n

FATHER NORBERT SIWINSKI OFM; Cece Donoghue, Order 
of Malta CT Area chair; and Alan Cybulski, seminarian and 
Catholic Charities intern, pitch in to help stores supplies headed 
to Ukraine.
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Editorial

B
ack in the tumultuous 
’60s when I was a teen-
ager, I was a self-pro-
claimed authority on 

hypocrites…and mostly everyone 
I encountered was a hypocrite, 
especially the people in church. 

Sad to say, my distorted 
beliefs led to countless argu-
ments with my mother, who in 
her simple piety was always in 
church and praying the Rosary. I 
suppose by default I counted her 
among the hypocritical masses I 
used to denounce.

“They’re hypocrites, I tell you! 
All of them!” I would sneer. At 
16 years old, I was an author-
ity on the human condition. 
“Church is filled with hypo-
crites!” I told her.

If they had a training program 
for 20th century Pharisees, I 
could have gotten a scholarship.

I was not alone. It seemed that 
every teenager in America had 
the solution to the world’s prob-
lems, but no one would listen to 
us. We were angry young men 
and women.

For her part, my long-suffer-
ing mother would respond calm-
ly: “They go to church because 
they realize they’re not perfect…
like you.” Ouch. That last part 
hurt, and it still hurts 50 years 
later.

Looking back, I have to say, 
“Mom, wherever you are—and 
I hope it’s the good place—you 
were right, and I was wrong.” 
Most of the people I criticized 

were good people trying to 
become better people. 

There’s a saying that could 
have come right out of St. 
Augustine’s writings, but it 
appears in the Alcoholics 
Anonymous Big Book, which 
says: “We are not saints. The 
point is that we are willing to 
grow along spiritual lines….We 
claim spiritual progress rather 
than spiritual perfection.”

That should be the attitude 
of Christians everywhere. None 
of us in perfect. And there’s no 
standing still in the spiritual life. 
If you’re not moving forward, 
you’re moving backward.

Throughout history, critics of 
the Church have used religious 
hypocrisy as an excuse to justify 
everything from atheism to out-
right assaults. That’s one reason 
the so-called “Nones” have aban-
doned organized religion. 

It also has been an excuse 
for critics of religion like 
Christopher Hitchens, who 
wrote “God Is Not Great: How 
Religion Poisons Everything,” 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, author 
of “The Scarlet Letter,” and 
Sinclair Lewis, who wrote 
“Elmer Gantry.” 

Of course, the fact that believ-
ers are flawed is hardly proof 
God doesn’t exist. It just means 
we humans are imperfect by 
nature and in serious need of 
redemption. Our failings are not 
God’s. 

Jesus recognized the effect that 
religious hypocrisy could have 
on believers when he said of the 
Scribes and Pharisees: “Practice 
and observe whatever they tell 
you, but not what they do, for 
they preach, but do not practice. 
They bind heavy burdens, hard 
to bear, and lay them on men’s 
shoulders; but they themselves 
will not move them with their fin-
ger. They do all their deeds to be 
seen by men.”

When it comes to hypocrisy, 
it’s always good to leave the 
judging to Jesus and concentrate 
on our own imperfections…or as 
they say in AA: “Take your own 
inventory.” 

“Do not judge, so that you 
may not be judged,” Jesus said. 
“For with the judgment you 
make, you will be judged, and 
the measure you give will be the 
measure you get. Why do you 
see the speck in your neighbor’s 
eye, but do not notice the log in 

your own eye? How can you say 
to your neighbor, ‘Let me take 
the speck out of your eye,’ while 
the log is in your own eye? You 
hypocrite, first take the log out of 
your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly to take the speck out 
of your neighbor’s eye.”

One of my favorite prayers 
was written by St. Ephrem, a 
4th century deacon who lived in 
a cave above the city of Edessa. 
He clearly understood our fallen 
state and recognized the need for 
redemption. 

“O, Lord and Master of Life, 
take from me the spirit of lazi-
ness, meddling, ambition and 
vain talk,” he wrote. “But give 
me a spirit of prudence, humility, 
patience and love. Yes, Lord and 
King, grant me to see my own 
sins and faults and not judge my 
brother. For You are blessed for-
ever and ever.”

I like to think my mother was 
praying for my change of heart 
because decades later, when I 
look out at the congregation, I 
don’t see a gathering of hypo-
crites. I see a lot of sinners like 
me. And I try to leave the judg-
ing to Jesus even though it’s not 
always easy.                             n

O
ne of the things I am 
most grateful for in 
my life are my strong 
female friendships. 

Some of these women I have 
known for my entire life. We 
see each other through the most 
difficult times, and we celebrate 
with each other in our achieve-
ments, accomplishments and 
good fortunes. 

I know how rare it is to have 
such strong connections last into 
adulthood. I appreciate them 
beyond measure. I know that they 

will be there for me whenever I 
call, and I hope they know they can 
count on me to return the favor. 

It has always stood out to me 
that three women were the ones 
huddled under the Cross during 
His crucifixion. In His most des-
perate time of need, I can imag-
ine that their presence made all 
the difference. 

Just as the women in my life 
are always there, through good 
times and bad, the women were 
there, walking with Jesus on His 
way to Calgary, holding Him up, 

wiping His face, supporting Him 
in whatever way they could. 

I can imagine that he looked 
into their faces and saw His pain 
reflected back to Him. 

I can imagine that Judas’ 
betrayal must have been all the 
more difficult to bear, given the 
amount of time they spent travel-
ing, living and sharing together. 

I can imagine that it would 
have been exasperating when His 
apostles could not keep watch 
with Him while He prayed. 

In my moments of need, a 
quick call or FaceTime with a 
friend can lift my spirits and bring 
solace to my soul. I know that I 
can come to them without judg-
ment and they will know exactly 
what to say or do. 

As we grow older, it brings me 
immense happiness to see all my 
friends grow into the wonderful 
women they have become and 
are continuing to become. I am 
sure that Jesus’ apostles were 
absolutely devastated to lose 

Jesus before His time? I am sure 
they anticipated being able to see 
Him become the man He was 
destined to be. 

That is why, I can imagine 
the apostles were all the more 

shocked and awed upon Jesus’ 
resurrection. Especially after 
three days of hiding in fear and 
sadness, getting to spend time 

with their friend once more, all 
together, was a comfort to their 
broken spirits. 

Mary Magdalene was the 
one to discover the tomb was 
empty. The women went to the 

tomb to care for Jesus’ 
body. I find this so like 
the women in my life. 
We check in with each 
other to make sure we 
return home safely, we 
are in each other’s brid-
al parties—throwing 
engagement parties and 
showers to celebrate. We 
bring each other soup 
and medicine when we 
are sick. 

The second time Jesus 
left the apostles, He left 
them with His Spirit, and 
a promise that He would 
remain with them. He 

knew exactly what they would 
need to continue on and bring 
forward His message to the 
world. And that they did....       n

The power of friendship
a YounG Woman’s VoicE

BY ElizaBEth clYons

Libby Clyons is Communications
Associate for the Diocese of 
Bridgeport. She can be reached  
at elizabeth.clyons@diobpt.org.

Take your own inventory

sWimminG uPstrEam

BY JoE Pisani

Joe Pisani has been a writer 

and editor for 30 years.

“It has always stood out to  

me that three women were the 

ones huddled under the Cross 

during His crucifixion. In His 

most desperate time of need, 

I can imagine that their pres-

ence made all the difference.”

“We had to do something”
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Priest Profile:
By KATHY-ANN GOBIN

NORWALK—The Lenten sea-
son offers an opportunity for deep-
er reflection, and Father Michael 
Boccaccio is reflecting on what 
he describes as a “mystifying and 
glorifying” experience.

Father Boccaccio, director of 
the Pontifical Mission Society for 
the diocese, is recovering at St. 
Philip Church, Norwalk, follow-
ing a fall at Our Lady of Peace 
Parish in Stratford, where he has 
been living since his retirement as 
pastor of St. Philip five years ago.

A simple trip to the cellar before 
bed on January 3 to get a bag that 
he would need the next day, turned 
into an awakening of sorts for 
Father Boccaccio who remembers 

blacking out as he turned off his 
cellar desk lamp and waking up on 
the cold cement floor in the base-
ment of the rectory. 

“The only movement I had 
was to crawl on my back,” he said 
after realizing he could not get 
up. Since it was late at night, he 
resigned himself that he was going 
to be there for a while and recalled 
a line from Psalm 46, “Be still and 
know that I am God.”

“That gave me a great deal of 
comfort,” Boccaccio said, as he 
did his best to curl into the fetal 
position to keep warm.

The next morning, he expected 
the cleaning service to arrive but 
he didn’t know at the time that 
their schedule had changed, and 
they would not be arriving for 

another 24 hours.
In a moment of panic, the 

78-year-old priest recalled a verse 
from Psalm 139, “Lord God, 
I know you are near,” and it 
soothed him. 

Father Boccaccio, who despite 
still having severe numbness in 
his hands and left leg, and unbe-
knownst to him at the time, sever-
al damaged vertebrae in his neck, 
slowly inched his way on his back, 
dragging his body over the rough 
cement floor, sustaining bruises, 
to reach an old blanket that was 
hanging over boxes to protect 
them from dust. 

“I pulled it down to get warm,” 
he said adding, “I literally started 
to yell hoping people who went by 
would hear me.” It didn’t work.

Passing his waking hours, 
alternating between napping, pray-
ing, crying and yelling, Father 
Boccaccio decided to countdown 
to when someone would find him. 
He started to count to thirty-six 
hundred, figuring it would be 
nighttime when he finished. 

But when he looked up at the 
window, it was still daylight.

“I yelled at the window, ‘Why 
aren’t you night yet?’” and then 
laughed at himself upon realizing 
his mathematical error, “I better 
get back to math class,” he said.

Thirty-six hundred only 
accounted for an hour not the 10 
hours or thirty-six thousand sec-
onds he needed to count.

When the cleaning service 
arrived on January 5, emergency 

help was called, Father Boccaccio 
was carried out of the dark base-
ment, briefly awash in sunlight for 
the first time in 35 hours before 
quickly being whisked inside 
the ambulance to be taken to 
St. Vincent’s hospital, where he 
stayed for 35 days.

“I never knew how long, long 

‘The silence of darkness’

Father Michael Boccaccio
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Father Michael Boccaccio

danbury motherhood

could be,” he said, reflecting on 
the experience and his road to 
recovery. He had surgery to fuse 
the vertebrae in his neck and has 
since regained limited mobility 
in his hands although his left leg 
does not quite function as it did 
before his fall. He continues to go 
to therapy and is grateful for the 
support of the pastor, staff, and 
parishioners at St. Philip, whom 
he served as pastor for over 27 
years before retiring in 2017.

When reflecting on his expe-
rience, Father Boccaccio said he 
sees many parallels of the suffering 
of Jesus that are both humbling 
and enlightening for him.

“I began to identify with some 
details of being in the tomb,” he 
said, noting that he spent perhaps 
the same number of hours on the 
cold cement floor as Jesus did lay-
ing in the cold stone tomb. 

He, like Jesus, was dehydrated. 

He was wrapped in a dirty dusty 
old blanket to keep warm and 
Jesus was wrapped in a shroud.

He said doctors told him he 
had a severe case of a potentially 
life-threatening syndrome called 
rhabdomyolysis, a type of blood 
poisoning resulting from not 
moving on the floor for such an 
extended period of time.

And after 35 hours he was 
taken out of the dark basement 
and into the light of day on his 
way to the hospital.

“I’ve learned that God suffers 
with us and God stays with us. 
God is not a God who abandons,” 
he said. “God is a God of life, a 
life that is so dynamic that it can-
not be overcome by death.” 

Father Boccaccio said he is 
grateful for the experience, “I am 
not worthy of this honor. It’s mys-
tifying and glorifying,” he said.

He said his compassion has 

grown for those who suffer from 
illnesses and those who care for 
them. “There are people who are 
in much worse situations than I,” 
he said.

He added that his suffering has 
brought him closer in prayer and 
fraternity to his brother priests 
who have struggled with serious 
illness or have passed away in 
recent years. 

During his recovery he has 
focused on praying the Liturgy 
of the Hours to remind himself 
throughout the day of the presence 
of God. 

“I find myself getting more into 
reflection, prayer and the appreci-
ation of God’s gifts and the many 
gifts that come to me from God’s 
people,” noting the outpouring 
of kindness he has received from 
Catholic Center co-workers, fami-
ly and friends.

And he said he has a newfound 

appreciation. 
“I appreciate the silence of 

darkness. Even in our darkest 
moments when we think there will 
be no light, God says, ‘Be still and 
know that I am here.’” “The dark-
ness of the tomb is not forever; it 
will lead to the light as proven in 
the resurrection of Jesus.”

“I’m overwhelmed by think-
ing about what an extraordinary 
experience I have had,” he said, 
adding that he is eager to get back 
to an active retirement. In fact, 
“retirement” is a relative term for 
Father Boccaccio and for so many 
other senior priests throughout the 
diocese who continue to serve in 
parishes and other ministries long 
after they retire.

“I want to stay as active as 
possible for as long as possible,” 
he said, adding that he cannot 
wait to get back to swimming 
three to four times a week at a 

local fitness center.
And the bag that he was on his 

way to retrieve, that started this 
most memorable journey, is still 
on the rectory cellar floor.

“I still haven’t grabbed it,” he 
said, chuckling at the thought of 
the bag with greeting cards he was 
preparing to write and mail to 
family and friends. “They will get 
their cards eventually!”

Father Boccaccio said being 
able to identify with what Jesus 
went through sustains him, “I 
want to further understand this 
experience to use it to help people 
in some way.”

“How lucky was I to have 
this experience?” he said. “It’s a 
miracle to me. The miracle is the 
opportunity to identify with the 
entombed Jesus and now I ask 
myself, ‘What do you want me 
to do with this unique moment in 
my history?’”                           n
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We Stand With Christ

By JOE PISANI

BRIDGEPORT—At St. Mary 
Church, Christ has returned to 
the center of the sanctuary after a 
renovation moved the tabernacle 
from the side to behind the altar, 
Father Rolando Torres said.

The decision to undertake the 
project, which was completed in 
time for Christmas, came after 
a discussion he had with Bishop 
Frank J. Caggiano.

“The bishop wanted the taber-
nacle in the center so Christ can 
be the center of the church,” the 
pastor said. “We have rearranged 
the area around the altar, and it 
is very beautiful. The bishop has 
not seen it yet, but I hope he will.

The renovation is part of 
changes in the parish, where 
Father has been pastor since 
2015. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, many groups that were 
active in the parish suspended 
their meetings, but now they are 
starting up again.

The Youth Group, for young 
people 12 to 18, will resume 
meeting in April on the first and 
last Sundays of the month from 
5 to 7 pm with the goal of pro-
viding a safe environment where 
students can talk and express 
themselves, Father said. 

One of their major purposes 

At St. Mary Church,  
Christ is at the center

Patrick Baker & Sons
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is to “teach them to do acts of 
kindness and good for the com-
munity,” he said, in addition to 
motivating other youth so they 
can learn from one another.

The group, which is led by 
a young couple, is planning an 
ambitious agenda, Father said. 
They will serve the homeless, 
visit and help the elderly, do com-
munity service, hold a fundraiser 
for the church, schedule movie 
nights, take trips with their par-
ents and have a field day. 

On the Feast of St. Joseph 
the parish’s Couples Group also 
started meeting again. Previously, 
it attracted up to 20 couples who 
came once a month to the parish 
center to discuss the challenges 
and problems associated with 
relationships, marriage and par-
enting. 

“It is a moment for them to 
share,” said Father, who runs 
the meeting. “I try to help them 
understand the teachings of the 
Church and very often use writ-
ings of St. John Paul II, especially 
those about the Theology of the 
Body.”

It is more than just a support 
group, he said. The couples 
appreciate having a priest direct 
the discussion and give a talk at 
the meetings held once a month 
on Saturday at 6 pm. He will 

present a topic and then there 
will be a discussion. The 
couples can be married, 
in a relationship or plan-
ning to get married.

“I am praying to St. 
Joseph that there will 
be many couples,” he 
said. “It is open to any 
couples who want a 
little bit of company so 
they can talk about their 
problems and their fam-
ilies. Some have prob-
lems with their children, 
marriages or situations 
where they have to 
make decisions.”

Since he was named pastor, 
Father Torres said his goal has 
been to advance the spiritual lives 
of his parishioners and to imple-
ment social programs for the 
church and community.

In recent years, parishioners 
had been very active serving 
meals at Thomas Merton Center 
and preparing breakfast in the 
church hall after Mass.

Father Torres also had an 
adoration chapel built, which is 
used for Mass and Eucharistic 
adoration.

For Father, serving at St. 
Mary’s is somewhat of a home-
coming. His family attended 
Mass in the old church, which 

was demolished in the early 
1980s. It was there that he was 
baptized in 1978 by Msgr. Peter 
Cullen, who years later vested 
him for his ordination.

The youngest of nine children, 
he and his family left the East 
Side and returned to Puerto Rico 
when he was barely a year old. 
As a teenager, he felt called to the 
priesthood and entered a minor 
seminary. He later received his 
bachelor’s degree in philosophy 
from the Pontifical Catholic 
University of Puerto Rico and 
studied theology in San Juan.

In 2002, he returned to 
Bridgeport. By then, he had left 
the seminary and was working at 
different jobs. One day after Mass 

at St. James in Stratford, 
Father Thomas Lynch 
asked to pray over him 
and said, “God has a 
plan for you. Don’t let 
the devil hold up that 
plan. May the Lord 
make you come back to 
him.”

That prayer was 
quickly answered. A 
few days later, he met 
with Msgr. Chris Walsh, 

then director of priestly voca-
tions. “We talked for two hours,” 
Father Torres recalled, “and he 
convinced me to come back. I 
told him my English was bad, 
and he said, ‘God will take care 
of you.’”

He resumed his studies at St. 
Joseph’s Seminary and College 
in Dunwoodie, N.Y., and grad-
uated in 2006. He was ordained 
on May 19, 2007, and assigned to 
St. Mary in Greenwich, where he 
served for several years, followed 
by St. Mary in Stamford and 
briefly at St. Joseph in Shelton.

On May 19, 2015, the anni-
versary of his ordination, he was 
appointed pastor of St. Mary 
Church in Bridgeport.              n

Father rolando torres
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Lenten News
By KATHY-ANN GOBIN

DANBURY—Nourishment 
for the body and the soul is 
part of the Lenten tradition for 
Stations of the Cross at St. Peter 
Church in Danbury.

Soup and Stations welcomes 
all who want to learn more about 
the Catholic faith while enjoying 
fellowship and sharing bread and 
a bowl of hot homemade soup. 

About two-dozen people gathered 
in the parish hall on Friday, March 
25 and listened to a presentation 
about the Feast of the Annunciation, 
which also shared the same date as 
the fourth Friday of Lent.

“I try to pick people who are 
interesting or who have some-
thing interesting to say,” said 
Christine Moore, a member of 
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Soup and Stations: A Lenten Tradition
the Community Concerns group 
that organizes the weekly gath-
ering. She said she asks fellow 
committee members, friends, and 
family if they know of someone 
who they would like to hear 
speak and share insights on a par-
ticular faith-related topic.

On this day, Glen Segger, 
the director of music at St. Peter 
Parish led the presentation about 
the Feast of the Annunciation.

“Today really is a remarkable 
day,” Segger said. “It is a Marian 
and mythological feast altogether.”

A Marian feast for the cele-
bration of events in the life of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and on 
this day, it is believed the angel 
Gabriel announced to the Virgin 
Mary that she would conceive 
a son by the power of the Holy 

Spirit to be called Jesus.
“The Annunciation is about 

Mary but it is also about Jesus 
because it is the incarnation of 

Jesus,” Segger said.
Scholars, he said, at one point 

considered this day New Year’s 
Day, chosen as the new begin-

ning because of Jesus’ incarnation 
into the world.

Segger also explained how the 
early Church believed Christ was 
crucified and conceived on the 
same day of the month, hence 
his birthday nine months later on 
December 25. 

“I think people look forward 
to this,” said Moore, surveying 
the room of people gathered for 
the event. “They enjoy it and 
they get something out of it.”

Praying the Stations of the 
Cross has been practiced by 
Catholics for hundreds of years 
during Lent. Each station shows 
a pivotal moment during Jesus’ 
Passion. 

“It wouldn’t be Lent if we 
couldn’t come together for 

➤ continued on page 18

THE COMMUNITY CONCERNS group at St. Peter Parish in Danbury host-
ed weekly Soup and Stations gatherings during the Lenten Season.
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March for Life
CT pro-life supporters rally 
for an end to abortion

By EMILY CLARK

HARTFORD—The first 
ever Connecticut March for Life 
brought together thousands of 
pro-life supporters from across the 
state and beyond on Wednesday, 
March 23 to rally for the cause 
of the unborn. From the steps 
of the State Capitol building in 
Hartford to the streets surround-
ing Bushnell Park, participants 
held signs proclaiming, “Every 
Child Deserves a Chance” and 
“Life Is Sacred” as they peaceful-
ly marched and prayed for an end 
to abortion.

Archbishop Leonard Blair 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford 
addressed those at the Capitol 
as the rally commenced. “Your 
posters say ‘Love Life. Choose 

Life,’” he said. “That is what is 
bringing us together today—to 
oppose all those attacks against 
life particularly through abortion. 
We need to restore to our state 
the birthright of every person.” 

People of all ages from par-
ishes throughout the diocese 
attended the rally which began at 
12 noon. Students from schools 
such as St. Theresa in Trumbull 
and Cardinal Kung Academy 
in Stamford joined parents with 
toddlers in strollers, the elderly 
with walkers, and scores of others 
arriving by bus to gather on this 
chilly March afternoon and hear 
powerful testimonies from those 
close to the pro-life movement. 

“Every life is an irreplace-
able gift, a masterpiece of God’s 
love,” said Sr. Agnes, a member 

of the Sisters of Life in Stamford 
which ministers to hundreds of 
women each year facing unex-
pected pregnancy. “We want to 
bring greater reverence for the 
sanctity of human life.”

These words were echoed by 
all speakers at the rally, includ-
ing Jeanne Mancini, president 
of the March for Life Education 
and Defense Fund who directs 
the annual event in Washington, 
D.C. “We are all unified by a 
mutual understanding—that 
every life deserves to be defended 
from the moment of conception 
until natural death,” she pro-
claimed from a podium outside 
the Capitol. “We march for the 
poorest of the poor, the defense-
less, so one day, we will no lon-
ger have to march at all.”

This inaugural event in 
Hartford came as lawmakers 
are hearing three bills to expand 
abortion in the state, according 
to Peter Wolfgang, executive 
director of the Family Institute of 
Connecticut. They are doing this, 
he said, “because they are scared, 
and because life is winning in 
America, and life can win in 
Connecticut too!” 

 “For years, we were told that 
there was no pro-life movement in 
Connecticut. Well, look at all of 
you!” said Wolfgang, prompting 

cheers from the crowd. “Today we 
are here. . .and we will be here, 
every year in Hartford, until the 
day when every unborn child in 
the state is protected in law as well 
as in life.”

Following additional com-
ments from Archbishop Leroy 
Bailey, Jr., senior pastor and chief 
executive officer of The First 
Cathedral in Bloomfield; Christina 
Bennett of Live Action; and 
Lisa Maloney, president of CT 
Pregnancy Care Center Coalition, 

➤ continued on page 22

THOUSANDS OF pro-life supporters from across the state and beyond gath-
ered on Wednesday, March 23 to rally for the cause of the unborn.
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Immaculate High School
DANBURY—The overuse of 

social media has been shown to 
be a strong factor in the dramatic 
increase of anxiety and depres-
sion in teens and young adults as 
documented in the past decade. 
In a significant way, social media 
influences teen behaviors without 
the understanding of the possible 
negative impact it has on their 

Exploring the overuse of social media
mental health.

As part of its quarterly Student 
Wellness Program, Immaculate 
High School invited Elizabeth 
Driscoll Jorgensen, CADC, 
director of Insight Counseling to 
present “This is Your Brain 
on Social Media.” Jorgensen 
reviewed the brain basics of 
reward and reinforcement and 

getting somewhat hooked. Even 
me,” and emphasized the need 
for all teenagers and families to 
safeguard themselves from the 
overuse of social media.

For the past four years, 
Immaculate’s Student Wellness 
Program has focused on the 
physical and mental health needs 
of its students. This presenta-
tion was one of the many ways 
Immaculate is investing in the 
health of its students. School 
therapist, Jenny Casey, LCSW 
shares that “the school admin-
istration understands and wants 
to be proactive in responding to 
all the challenges students face. 

Immaculate remains a supportive 
school environment so that our 
students can be confident and 
feel safe.”

Immaculate High School is a 
private, non-profit Catholic col-
lege-preparatory institution serv-
ing students from 28 communities 
in Connecticut and New York. 
Founded in 1962, Immaculate 
High School also allows students 
to focus on academic excellence, 
spiritual development, service 
to others and personal goals. 
Located in Danbury, Conn., 
Immaculate High School is part 
of the Diocese of Bridgeport’s 
school system.                              n

the cognitive distortions that can 
make social media so toxic for 
certain teens. Her presentation to 
the students and faculty focused 
on how teens can be in charge of 
their use of social media and how 
they can use critical thinking to 
detach from the negative effects 
of the overuse of social media. 
Jorgensen shared, “We are all 

Saint Theresa 
R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

The Mother Church of Trumbull

Rev. Brian P. Gannon, Pastor — Rev. Flavian Bejan, Parochial Vicar — Rev. David C. Leopold, in Residence
Deacon Gerald M. Lambert — Dr. Aymeric Dupre La Tour, Interim Music Director

MONDAY – WEDNESDAY
Daily Mass – 8:00 am, 12:00 noon and 5:30 pm

WEDNESDAY, April 13 
Tenebrae Service –  7:30 pm  

HOLY THURSDAY – April 14
Morning Prayer – 8:00 am

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper – 7:30 pm
Adoration at the Altar of Repose – 8:30 pm  

to Midnight

GOOD FRIDAY – April 15
Morning Prayer – 8:00 am

Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion – 3:00 pm
Solemn Stations – 7:30 pm

Good Friday is a Day of Fast and Abstinence from Meat 

HOLY SATURDAY – April 16
Morning Prayer – 8:00 am

Blessing of Easter Food – 12:00 noon
Easter Vigil – 8:00 pm

(Attendance at Vigil satisfies obligation for Sunday) 

5301 Main Street • Trumbull, Connecticut 06611-4195  •  203.261.3676

EASTER SUNDAY – April 17
(Please note change from regular Sunday schedule)

7:00 am, 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am and 12:30 pm
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Tuesday – 7:00-8:30 pm

Holy Thursday – 3:30-4:30 pm
Good Friday – 11:00 am-12:00 noon and 4:30-5:00 pm

Holy Saturday – 10:30-11:30 am

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 2022

the stations,” said Mary 
Tomaino, who sat with her 
husband Richard at one of 
the tables dining and talking 
to fellow attendees before the 
evening presentation and the 
stations. 

A different soup is fea-
tured every week and, on this 
Friday, a delicious Pumpkin 
Tuscan Bean soup was served 
with Italian bread.

“The camaraderie is 
great,” said Marty Tillota, a 
parishioner of St. Peter for 20 
years. “It’s nice to see how 
everybody helps each other,” 
he noted as people were busy 
in the kitchen getting ready to 
serve the meal for the evening.

At the conclusion of his 

presentation before the group 
headed upstairs to participate 
in the priest-led Stations of the 
Cross, Segger also shared a lit-
tle-known fact about the feast 
day.

“You could eat meat on this 
Friday,” he said. “Unlike other 
Fridays during Lent where it is 
only acceptable to eat fish. If the 
Annunciation falls on a Friday of 
Lent, it is a feast day and you can 
eat meat,” Segger said. “No dis-
pensation is needed today.”

Edward Ward, whose family 
has been a member of St. Peter 
parish for generations, said it is 
his Lenten tradition to participate 
in the Stations of the Cross.

“I try very hard not to miss 
the stations,” he said, adding the 

soup is always good but what 
keeps him coming back is 
learning different things from 
the featured speakers.

And this day was no dif-
ferent.

“I learned that we could 
have eaten meat tonight!” he 
laughingly said. “It’s a fine 
time to tell us,” he joked, not-
ing the day was almost over.

There are two more Soup 
and Stations events before 
Easter.

“This is a wonderful thing 
they have come up with to 
enhance the community of 
the parish,” Mary Tomaino 
said. “It’s a wonderful way 
to see your friends and pray 
together.”                           n

soup and stations froM page 15
AS PART OF ITS QUARTERLY Student Wellness Program, Immaculate 
High School invited Elizabeth Driscoll Jorgensen, CADC, director of Insight 
Counseling to present “This is Your Brain on Social Media.”
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Diocesan Synod
Exploring the overuse of social media

By DEACON STEVE HODSON

When we experience diffi-
culties in life we are better able 
to understand another when 
someone else is going through 
a similar experience. One of the 
fruits of our “listening sessions” 
during our Synod on Synodality 
is the gift of empathy—the ability 
to understand and share in the 
thoughts and feelings of others. 
It is so difficult for most of us to 
truly listen to another without a 
million thoughts running through 
our mind. We often want to 
comment, debate and disagree. 
At times, someone else’s strong 
opinions can cause us to be 
defensive which can hinder our 
ability to become an instrument 
of God’s healing and grace.

Our diocesan Synod on 
Synodality has led to the build-

Listen with your heart
ing of deeper relationships as 
this prayerful process involves a 
spiritual listening with our hearts, 
without comment, as we seek to 
unite ourselves with another in 
a non-judgmental manner. Will 
we always agree with another? 
Absolutely not. Will we have 
strong opposing opinions rush 
through our minds? We certainly 
will. But through this prayerful 
process we are able to listen, hear 
and see others in a new light. 
We let them know that they have 
been heard and that we care. 
Possibly, in subsequent conver-
sations, we will be able to better 
shine the light of Jesus through 
our sharing of similar experienc-
es. We can hopefully gain a sense 
of trust which will allow us to 
share the experiences of Jesus. 
In Hebrews 4:15 we read, “For 
we do not have a high priest who 

is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one 
who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet he did 
not sin.”

May we continue to build 
bridges through our communion 
with others while acknowledging 
the God-given gifts that we see 
in each other. Our Lord will then 
inspire our mutual participation 
in the building up His bride, our 
church, for the greater glory of 
God.

Upcoming Listening Session:
Holy Name of Jesus, Stratford                                   
April 26, 2022—2 pm
Contact: Joanne DiMenna—
jmdimenna@yahoo.com 
St. Rose of Lima, Newtown
May 7, 2022—7 pm
Contact: Celeste Vodola— 

 celestevodola@yahoo.com    n

St. Rose supports Ukraine
NEWTOWN—Students and faculty at St. Rose of Lima 

School recently had a blue and yellow dress down day to show 
support for Ukraine. Each participant donated $2, resulting in 
a collection of $600, which was sent to the Sisters of the Holy 
Family of Nazareth to support their 17 Sisters who are minis-
tering in Ukraine. As another amazing connection, the St. Rose 

School art teacher, Mrs. Meagan Ferriter, has displayed artwork 
from students in Ukraine ranging from age 5 to 15. Mrs. Ferriter 
is part of Fermata Arts, an international organization focused 
on promoting peace through art. All St. Rose School students 
have been visiting the exhibit which is filled with beautiful work 
and provides a connection between them and the children in 
Ukraine. It is also a helpful springboard for teachers to discuss 
the current situation at age-appropriate levels. Mrs.Ferriter is 
working with her St. Rose School students on creating “We 
are the World” themed artwork that will be sent to classes in 
Ukraine eventually.      n
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Supporting Vocations

By BRIAN D. WALLACE

BRIDGEPORT—Bishop 
Frank J. Caggiano has 
announced the formation of 
the Blessed Michael McGivney 
Guild to provide support to men 
who are discerning vocations. 

The bishop said that guild 
members will help by providing 
financial support and accompa-
niment to programs that foster 
and sustain seminarians in dis-
cerning and forming vocations. 

“Praying without ceasing and 
keeping your eyes focused on 
Jesus is the work of those who 
are discerning a vocation,” said 
Bishop Caggiano in announcing 
the guild. “However, answer-
ing the call requires creating a 
culture that nourishes vocations 
and accompanies those who seek 
to discern a vocation. It also 
requires the prayerful support 
and accompaniment of the com-
munity in creating a culture that 
nourishes vocations in parishes 
and schools, particularly at a 
time when many young people 
are overwhelmed by the values 
of the secular world.”

New Blessed McGivney 
Guild to support vocations

The bishop said that in order 
to achieve the growth in our 
seminarian community, both in 
numbers and in a diversity that 
reflects the composition of the 
faithful in the diocese, “the goal 
is to cultivate a missionary atti-
tude towards fostering vocations. 
Guild members are answering 
the call to renewal in a unique 
way by fostering discerning, 
forming and accompanying 
priestly vocations.”

He said the new guild will 
make it possible to expand 
opportunities and support for 
men who are discerning a priest-
ly vocation, especially in college 
and post-college. Plans call for 
developing virtual and in-person 
discernment support groups, 
days of recollection/discernment 
retreats with particular focus on 
college students and those in the 
workforce, and sponsoring pil-
grimages and young adult con-
ference on vocations. 

Joe Gallagher, chief devel-
opment officer, said the diocese 
has already spoken with men 
and women that have expressed 
an interest in stepping forward 

to serve as founding members of 
the guild. One of the key areas of 
support is the need to subsidize 
the cost of an education. 

“Financial impediments 
should not stand in the way of 
young men willing to respond 
to their call to the priesthood. 
Educational costs for both minor 
and major seminary are approx-
imately $50,000 per year,” and 
support makes the difference 
as they decide. 

Gallagher said there are cur-
rently 25 seminarians training 
to become priests in the Diocese 
of Bridgeport, with six sched-
uled for priestly ordination in 
2023. In their formation, they 
are focused on human, pasto-
ral, intellectual and spiritual 
growth. Seminarians begin 
their formation with philosophy 
studies at St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary in Wynnewood, Penn. 
Seminarians then move on to the 
major seminary, a four-year the-
ology program at St. Joseph’s, 
Dunwoodie, N.Y.; Pope St. 
John XXIII, Weston, Mass.; and 
The Pontifical North American 
College in Rome.

He said that projections 
show that the growth of our 
vocation and seminary pro-
grams will require a minimum 
of $2,000,000 over the next five 
years in additional leadership 
philanthropic investment. 

Along with providing finan-
cial support for their studies and 
formation, McGivney Guild 
members will find multiple 
opportunities to engage in the 
accompaniment of the seminari-
ans of the Diocese of Bridgeport 
during their formation process. 
Group gatherings will be held 
twice a year to share in prayer, 
fellowship and a meal. The guild 
is also hoping to sponsor semi-
nary pilgrimages and a newslet-
ter to update contributors. 

Father Michael J. McGivney 
was a central figure in the 
growth of Catholicism in 
America. Born in Waterbury in 
1852 and ordained in Baltimore 

in 1877, he was a priest based 
in New Haven and founded the 
Knights of Columbus. 

On May 26, 2020, Pope 
Francis approved a decree rec-
ognizing a miracle attributed 
to the intercession of Father 
McGivney. On October 31 
of that year, the Mass for 
Beatification was celebrated in 
Hartford. He is the third priest 
born in the United States to be 
raised to this honor, and the first 
priest to be beatified who spent 
his whole priestly ministry in a 
U.S. parish.

Bishop Caggiano said the dio-
cese and its seminarians are also 
very fortunate to have the support 
of the Serra Ministry, a national 
and local ecclesial movement 
that is active in encouraging and 
supporting vocations to the priest-
hood, diaconate and religious life 
through meetings, dinners and 

➤ continued on page 22
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School News
GREENWICH—Greenwich 

Catholic School will host their 
Golden Gala on April 30 at 
the Hyatt in Old Greenwich. 
For over 50 years, Greenwich 
Catholic School, located at 471 
North Street, has been a co-edu-
cational day school for students 
from pre-K-3 through 8th-grade. 
The school’s mission is to provide 
students with a life-long intel-
lectual and spiritual foundation 
through a rigorous and innova-
tive curriculum focused on faith, 
critical thinking, responsibility 
and service.

The school was founded 
in 1970 as the first region-
al Catholic school in the 
United States. The Diocese of 
Bridgeport merged seven ele-
mentary schools serving the 
local parishes of St. Michael, St. 
Mary, St. Catherine, St. Agnes, 
St. Paul, St. Roch and Sacred 
Heart into one school located 
on Stanwich Road. In 1991, 
Greenwich Catholic moved to 

Greenwich Catholic to celebrate Golden Gala
its current 38-acre campus on 
North Street. The present cam-
pus has undergone numerous 
renovations over the years, and 
offers exceptional facilities to 
the school community as well as 
local sports teams and summer 
camps.

Barbara Ohls, who has 
taught English to Greenwich 
Catholic for the past 17 years, 
will be honored for her years 
of dedication to her stu-
dents. Mrs. Ohls loves and 
respects each of her students as 
individuals, and has a gift for 
understanding what motivates 
each of them. Throughout her 
30+ years of teaching, she has 
inspired generations of stu-
dents to nurture their gifts and 
become the backbone of their 
communities.

Andrew and Liza Sama will 
also be honored for their years 
of service and dedication to 
Greenwich Catholic School. 
All of Dr. and Mrs. Sama’s five 

sons graduated from Greenwich 
Catholic. Since 2006, the Sama 
family have been pillars of the 
community. Dr. Sama served 
on the school’s board from 2010 
to 2016. Mrs. Sama could often 
be found with camera in hand 
at school events. She nurtured 
the school’s garden, which not 
only taught students where food 
comes from, but supplied local 
food banks with bountiful fresh 

produce.
According to Head of School 

Rebecca Steck, “A Catholic 
education instills humanity in 
each child. The school family 
works collaboratively to nur-
ture every student to help them 
create their own life vision that 
is rooted in sound character 
and exceptional academics.” A 
graduate of Greenwich Catholic 
School is faithful, inquisitive, 

generous, determined and 
collaborative. When students 
complete their 8th-grade year, 
they have the foundation to 
succeed in the most competitive 
high schools. Class of 2021 grad-
uates currently attend Sacred 
Heart, Greenwich Academy, 
Brunswick, King, Holy Child, 
Iona Prep, Archbishop Stepinac, 
Ursuline, Fordham Prep, Regis, 
Fairfield Prep, St. Luke’s, 
Kennedy Catholic, St. Joseph’s, 
Greenwich High School, AITE 
and Westhill. 

Greenwich Catholic School 
is governed by a Board of 
Directors, chaired by Mario 
Gaztambide. Golden Gala chairs 
are Jan Jepsen Montana and 
Emily Federico. 

(To purchase tickets, make a 
donation, or view auction items go 
to www.e.givesmart.com/events/
pS5. For more information, visit the 
Greenwich Catholic School website, 
www.gcsct.org or e-mail: gala@
gcsct.org.)                                        n
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innovative parish vocation 
ministry workshops. 

“Everyone has a stake 
in the formation of our 
future priests,” said Father 
Christopher Ford, voca-
tions director for the dio-
cese. “The Blessed Michael 
McGivney Guild is a great 
gift to the diocese and our 
seminarians, as it gives the 
opportunity to create a real 
culture of vocation that 
expands to every corner of 
the diocese.”

(For more information 
on the Serra Ministry, 
email: Serrabridge@gmail.
com. For information on 
joining the Blessed Michael 
McGivney Guild, email Joe 
Gallagher at: gallagher@
diobpt.org.)                          n                  

among others, participants stepped 
off the Capitol grounds for the 
mile and a half march around 
Bushnell Park.    Roads were 
closed, and police officers directed 
traffic to allow easy access for the 
thousands of marchers.

“It’s so exciting that all these 
people came out for this,” said 
Lenore Opalak of Fairfield who 
has also attended the National 
March for Life. “This is just as 
powerful as the D.C. march and so 
important to do in Connecticut.” 

A recent Knights of 
Columbus/Marist Poll that 
showed 71 percent of Americans 
support legal limits on abortion 
and a majority of Americans—54 
percent—oppose taxpayer 
funding of abortion. The poll 
also found that 81 percent of 
Americans believe laws can 
protect both the mother and her 
unborn child. Many of these 
include young adults and school 
children, such as Christa Colaco, 
an eighth grader at St. Theresa 

School in Trumbull. 
“Abortion is so unjust,” she 

said. “The lives of these unborn 
babies matter. They have a beat-
ing heart. I want to be here to 
stand up and help change these 
terrible laws.”

Classmate Gemma Rowe 
agreed, saying, “Being pro-life 
means supporting those who 
don’t have a voice.”

Rally leaders, including 
Dave Janny of the Knights of 
Columbus, said the turnout for 
the March far exceeded their 
expectations. They hope this will 
be a new beginning for the pro-
life movement in Connecticut.   n

BLessed Mcgivney  
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13 Msgr. Henry M. Callahan......................................1956
14 Rev. Walter J. McCarthy .......................................1968
 Rev. William J. Fletchery ......................................1988
 Msgr. Edward D. Halloran ....................................2001
16 Rev. Edwin F. Agonis, O.F.M.Conv. ....................1998
18 Rev. John E. Hanning ...........................................1959
19 Rev. Philip J. O’Farrell ..........................................1992
20 Rev. Martin J. O’Connor.......................................1988
23 Rev. Vincent P. Bodnar .........................................1988
25 Msgr. William A. Nagle ........................................2013
29 Rev. Joseph F. Cleary ...........................................1971
 Rev. Andrew Dube ...............................................2006
 Rev. Austin R. Saunders .......................................1986
May

1 Rev. Gregory J. Huminski .....................................2010
2 Msgr. James F. Murphy ........................................1958
3 Msgr. Michael J. Carnicke, P.A. ............................1980
9 Rev. John B. Fonseca ............................................2002
16 Rev. Alfred J. Bietighofer ......................................2002
17 Rev. Miroslav L. Sultus .........................................1992
18 Msgr. Charles B. Ratajczak, O.F.M. ......................1957
19 Rev. William H. Sullivan ......................................1980

The Congregation de Notre Dame, Blessed Sacrament Province,  
a religious community of Sisters dedicated to education and social  

justice, seeks a part time (20 hours per week) Administrative Assistant  
for their Finance office in Fairfield, Connecticut. 

This position will provide administrative support to the Director  
of Finance and Administration in managing the resources of the order 
in the care of the sisters. The ideal candidate will possess at least 3 years 

of experience in a professional office setting and demonstrate  
proficiency in MS Office Suite and data entry. Non-profit experience 

highly desirable. View our website at www.cnd-m.org/en/usa.org. 

Resumes with cover letter should be sent by April 22, 2022 
to: cndjobsearch@gmail.com.

Administrative Assistant Needed 
for the Congregation de Notre Dame, 
Blessed Sacrament Province
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Sports
By don harrison

Notre Dame High’s athletic 
heritage encompasses state champi-
onships in several sports – football, 
baseball, boys’ basketball, girls’ 
soccer, boys’ ice hockey—but girls’ 
basketball was missing from this 
prestigious list. That is, until the 
evening of March 19, 2022.

Coach Maria Conlon’s 
Lancers, sparked by Marquette-
commit Aizhanique Mayo, 
overcame a two-point halftime 
deficit early in the third quarter 
and went on to defeat top-seed-

ed Newington, 60-45, in the 
CIAC Class L championship 
game at Mohegan Sun Arena in 
Uncasville. 

Mayo, a 5-foot-9 senior point 
guard, scored 10 of her game-high 
22 points in the third quarter, 
beginning with a three-pointer 
from the corner, to help solidify 
the school’s first state title in girls’ 
basketball as well as its No. 1 
ranking in the final GameTime 
state poll.

“We didn’t have a full roster 
for any single game all year long. 
Injuries, this person on quaran-
tine,” said Conlon. “People keep 
stepping up. (And) when you’ve 
done it before and had success, 
moments like tonight aren’t as 
difficult.”

Indicative of the basket-
ball prowess in the Diocese of 
Bridgeport’s high schools, Kolbe 

Notre Dame girls win first state basketball title

Cathedral’s boys’ team and St. 
Joseph’s girls squad were state 
finalists in their respective classifi-
cations this season, while Fairfield 
Prep advanced to the semifinals in 
Division I.

Top-ranked Kolbe (20-3) came 
up short against Daniel Hand of 
Madison, 56-39, in the Division 
III title game, and the Cadet girls 
(21-3) dropped a heart-breaker to 
Sacred Heart Academy, 52-50, in 
the Class MM finale. 

Prep, which had stunned 
Norwich Free Academy, 57-55, in 
the quarterfinals on a buzzer-beat-
ing three-pointer from junior Ryan 
Preisano, bowed to the eventual 
champion, East Catholic, 47-40, 
in the D-I semis. The Jesuits con-

cluded 20-3.
Conlon, a superb long-range 

shooter who played on three of 
UConn’s national championship 
teams, has been remarkably suc-
cessful during her three seasons 
as Notre Dame’s head coach. 
Her cumulative won-lost record 
(58-5) computes to a .921 winning 
percentage. If the COVID-19 
pandemic hadn’t intervened and 
forced the cancellation of the pre-
vious two state tournaments, she 
wonders if the Lancers might have 
won that elusive state title sooner.

“That’s the million-dollar ques-
tion,” she said. “We definitely 
had a great team last year and a 
great team two years ago. Could 
we have won the title sooner? We 

She scored some 1,500 points at 
Notre Dame, averaged 20 points 
per game the past two seasons and 
18.2 as a sophomore.

“My dad (Lamar) inspired me 
to play basketball, and we had a 
hoop in our yard,” she explained. 
Lamar Mayo, who played at both 
Bassick and Derby high schools, is 
an assistant coach for the Lancers.

Conlon gives Aizhanique high 
marks in all aspects of the game: 
“She’s a lights-out shooter from 
the perimeter, an excellent passer, 
strong and physical around the 
hoop, and has great court vision.”

Three of Mayo’s senior class-
mates will also continue playing 
the game at the collegiate level 
next season. Kala Tllus, who was 
forced to leave the state champi-
onship game in the second quarter 
after aggravating the knee injury 
she incurred during the Lancers’ 
semifinal win over Simsbury, has 
accepted a scholarship from Long 
Island U. 

Sarah Macary, who contrib-
uted 15 points to the team’s state 
title victory, will attend Franklin 
Pierce, while Taylor Gibbs plans 
to stay close to home (and Notre 
Dame) at Sacred Heart. Both 
Tilus and Macary are two-time all-
state picks.                        n

STATE CHAMPS AT LAST—Here are the 2021-22 Notre Dame High School CIAC Class L state champions, bottom 
from left: Zoe Gountas, Aizhanique Mayo, Taylor Gibbs, Sarah Macary, Jailyn Ballester, Paige Fourtin. Top from left: 
Coach Maria Conlon, assistant coach Lamar Mayo, assistant coach Scott Putetti, Brooklyn Gonzalez, Niah Africot, 
assistant coach Chris Smith, Molly McLaughlin, Madison Gibbs, Arianna Kedersha, Tatiana Bell, Kayla Tilus, Kendra 
Mitacek, Rowan Houston.
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AIZHANIQUE MAYO, the Lancers’ 
three-time all-state point guard, was 
one of the foremost reasons for Notre 
Dame winning its first state title in 
girls’ basketball and compiling a 58-5 
won-lost record over the past three 
seasons.

certainly had the talent, but we’ll 
never know for sure.”

Mayo, a three-time all-state 
selection, received 30-plus schol-
arship offers before choosing 
Marquette, a Jesuit university 
that competes in the Big East. 
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Column: Thomas Hicks

Hopkins uses the term “World-
Sorrow.” There is that insightful 
statement from the movie The 
Hard Way: “People get hurt. It’s 
nobody’s fault. Just live and get 
hurt.”        

There are those shocking 
passages in the Old Testament, 
for example, God’s directive to 
King Saul to kill every living 
Amalekite—man, woman and 
child, and even the sheep, and 
camels and donkeys. Saul fell 
short. He left the Amalekite 
king alive and spared the best 
of the sheep and lambs. As a 
punishment for the incomplete-
ness of the slaughter, God took 
the Kingdom from Saul and his 
heirs and gave it to David (First 
Samuel 15:3-29). There are sim-
ilar texts in the Book of Joshua 
that shock us. A loving God 
seems to be ordering the policy 
of genocide.

The answer given for all 
these situations is that God’s 
ways are past our understand-
ing. Isaiah tells us that God’s 
thoughts are not our thoughts, 
and his ways are not our ways. 
Karl Rahner was always talking 
about the mystery and incom-
prehensibility of God. John of 
the Cross spoke of God “whose 
ways are past finding out.” 

In the 1960s, Archbishop 
John Foley stated that AIDS 
was God’s punishment for sex-
ual immorality. Pope John Paul 
II, when asked about the arch-
bishop’s statement, replied that 
“it is hard to know the mind of 
God.” 

Thus, Orion is a gorgeous 
starlight spectacle, and the horse 
is a marvel of construction and 
instinct. Nevertheless, innocent 
children die, and the world is 
full of seeming random disaster. 
We are a people struggling with 
the mystery of God. 

On the other hand, there is 
great goodness and beauty in 
the world. It’s got the sound of 

rain on the roof and the smell 
of the rain on fresh-turned 
earth.  

There is the theology that 
asserts that God comes to you 
disguised as your life. God 
makes Himself known through 
the events of our lives. God 
made Himself known in my life. 
Examining my life convinces me 
that there have been a number 
of “God Sightings”—unmistak-
able moments when He revealed 
Himself; times when I sensed 
that the Lord had been mindful 
of me, attended to me. Like Job, 
I can recall times when “the 
friendship of God was upon my 
tent” (Job.28:4). God showed 
Himself under various disguis-
es. He sometimes was a God 
of surprises. We name things 
“accidents” or “coincidences” 
or “lucky breaks.” God enters 
the scene. There are the infinite 
multiplicity of the ways God 
deals with humans. Each has a 
different access.

The Scriptures tell us that 
mercy is the deepest quality 
of God’s love. There are the 
beautiful words of Lamentations 
3:22-23: “The favors of the Lord 
are not exhausted. His mercies 
never come to an end. They 
are renewed every morning.” 
Hopkins put it this way: “Oh, 
morning, at the brown brink 
eastward springs – Because 
the Holy Ghost over the bent 
world broods with warm breast 
and Ah! bright wings” (God’s 
Grandeur).

Again, as I meditate on 
my life, I can sense the action 
of God in it at various times. 
There were His interventions, 
“God Sightings.”

On his 75th birthday, Karl 
Rahner was asked what was 
the primary truth he had 
learned about God? He replied: 
“it cannot be anything else but 
God as mystery.” Rahner also 
said that God is to be found in 
the details of life. We can all 
recognize God’s hand in some 
of those details. I have become 
an optimist about God and His 
mercy. I think I can sense an 
essential Goodness around me, 
holding me up, carrying me 
on, and despite the perplexities 
we can have concerning God, 
I think “the earth is full of the 
kindness of the Lord” (Psalm 
33:5).                                  n   

PotPourri

BY thomas h. hicks

Thomas Hicks is a member 

of St. Theresa Parish in Trumbull.

T      
here are difficulties 
many of us have with 
God. Like many oth-
ers, I’m often baffled 

by the way God runs the world. 
The world often is not gentle 
for many people. There are the 
horrors visited on people from 
long-term debilitating illnesses, 
paralysis, dementia, natural 
disaster, personal brutality, 
old age. It’s a world of spinal 
meningitis, of cerebral palsy, of 
neurochemical imbalances that 
can make people hate having 
to exist. There are the genetic 
disorders that blanket people’s 
skin in ulcers. There are all the 
carcinomas. Epidemics blot 
out millions of people, tsuna-
mis engulf thousands, mothers 
weep for their fallen soldier 
sons. What is going on? What 
is God doing? As Job says, “if 
it is not He, then who is it?” 
(Job 9:24). 

Few human beings would 
inflict these things on those 
they loved. I don’t understand 
why God allows children to 
suffer. I don’t know what it 
means. God doesn’t explain. 
If God is good, why are there 
genetic defects in newborn 
children? Why is there so much 
that seems ungood?”

A friend said he pictures 
God bestowing a cancer here, a 
deformity there, for you a septic 
embolism, and for you a com-
pound fracture, etc. 

There is the disappointment 
of unanswered prayers. Gerard 
Manley Hopkins wrote of “cries 
like dead letters sent to dearest 
Him that lives alas! Away” (I 
Wake and Feel the Fell of Dark, 
Not Day). Hopkins also wrote 
“Comforter, where is Your 
Comforting?” (No Worst, There 
Is None).

Wordsworth wrote of “hear-
ing often times the still, sad 
music of humanity.” In the 
poem No Worst, There Is None, 
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“MARK WAHLBERG DELIVERS ONE OF THE 
MOST SENSITIVE, RESTRAINED

PERFORMANCES OF HIS CAREER 
BY BRINGING HIS IDIOSYNCRATIC CHARISMA TO AN

INSPIRING TRUE STORY.”
–LIAM GAUGHAN, DALLAS OBSERVER

A treasured Holy Week tradition:

Rediscovering the custom of visiting seven churches
By FATHER JOSEPH MARCELLO 

One of the cherished customs 
of Holy Week, which many 
people describe as one of the 
highlights of their entire year, is 
the practice of visiting Christ in 
the Blessed Sacrament at seven 
churches on the night of Holy 
Thursday. In recent years, many 
people have discovered or redis-
covered this ancient and beautiful 
custom, one which speaks deeply 
to the heart on a most holy night 
which is filled with graces and 
blessings. 

Every year on Holy Thursday, 
at the conclusion of the evening 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, the 
Mass does not end as usual; 
instead, the celebrant, servers, 
and the assembled faithful pro-
cess with the Blessed Sacrament 
from the altar to a beautifully 
decorated repository usually 
located outside the church’s 
sanctuary—either at a side 
shrine, in the lower church or 
elsewhere. 

This movement from the altar 
to the repository is an entering 
into the moment at which Jesus 
and the Apostles left the Upper 
Room, crossed the Kidron Valley, 
and made their way into the 
Garden of Gethsemane, where 
Christ underwent his agony of 
anguished prayer. 

During his time in the Garden 
of Gethsemane, an additional suf-
fering for Christ was that he 

found his disciples asleep 
during his hour of need. “He said 
to Peter, ‘So you could not keep 
watch with me for one hour? 
Watch and pray that you may 
not undergo the test. The spirit 
is willing, but the flesh is weak’” 
(Mt 26: 40-41). 

Through the centuries, gen-
erations of Catholics, moved by 
this haunting and poignant ques-
tion of Christ, have responded 
to him from their own time and 
place, accompanying him in his 
agony in the Garden by main-
taining a vigil of prayer and pres-
ence with him at the repository, 
which represents the Garden of 
Gethsemane, on Holy Thursday 
night. There they are present 
before the same Christ, now in 
the Eucharist, who suffered in 
the Garden on Holy Thursday. 

Some people prefer to remain 
in prayer at one repository, per-
haps in the same church where 
they attended the Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper. Others visit the 
Blessed Sacrament at and pray 
in seven churches. The practice 
of visiting seven churches on 
Holy Thursday seems to trace its 
origins to St. Philip Neri (1515-
1595) who, to foster the faith 
and devotion of the people of 
Rome, organized pilgrimages to 
visit Christ in the Eucharist in 
churches around the city on Holy 
Thursday. 

As they walked from church to 
church, the group would sing and 
pray while fasting, uniting them-
selves with Christ in his agony. 
St. Philip Neri’s pilgrimage itiner-
ary included the four major basil-
icas of Rome: St. Peter’s, St. John 
Lateran, St. Mary Major, and St. 
Paul Outside the Walls, as well 
as three of its minor basilicas: 
St. Lawrence Outside the Walls, 
Holy Cross in Jerusalem, and St. 
Sebastian Outside the Walls. 

In St. Philip’s time, and 
until the Holy Week reforms 
of Pope Pius XII in 1955, the 
Holy Thursday Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper was celebrated in 
the morning, so this pilgrimage 
extended through most of the 
day. 

In our own time, the Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper is fittingly 
celebrated in the evening, and 
adoration at the repositories is 
maintained for a prolonged peri-
od after Mass, with many parish-
es extending it until midnight.  

College student Patrick 
Dineen describes his experience: 

“The tradition of visiting the 
seven churches has been powerful 
for me because it gears you to 
dive into the Triduum. Visiting 
Jesus in the different reposito-

ries with family and friends is a 
deeply moving experience which 
always results in great prayer 
time and a collection of self for 
what is really happening each 
Holy Week.”

Fellow college student 
Benjamin Van Tine concurs: 
“The peace of God is encoun-
tered in a unique way at the 
repository because one is sur-
rounded by the beauty of nature, 
the silence of the night, and 
above all the physical presence 
of Christ. What a privilege it is 
to pray with Christ as He expe-
riences something we all do as 
humans: pain and stress. At the 
repository, we encounter Christ’s 
humanity and divinity in a very 
physical, visual and intimate way 
that is not experienced in many 
other places.”

Parishioner Kelly Anne 
Murphy echoes this: “The Holy 
Thursday pilgrimage is a cher-
ished tradition in our family. It 
is a self-directed journey suitable 
for all ages with time for ques-
tions and explanation all along 
the way. For the children, it is an 
exciting adventure under a full 
moon, visiting Jesus fully pres-
ent in each church. We quietly 
marvel at the beautiful altars, say 
a prayer, and move at their pace 
to the next church—or home as 
time and attention allow. The 
children’s pace, always quicker 
than mine, reminds me that after 
His arrest, Jesus did not have the 
luxury of prayerful contemplation 
in one place either!”

(Father Marcello is pastor of 
St. Catherine of Siena Parish in 
Trumbull.)                                   n
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Nuestra Voz
Por MARICARMEN GODOY

DANBURY—Con una carta 
fechada y notarizada el 28 de 
febrero del 2022, el Obispo de 
la Diócesis de Bridgeport, Frank 
J. Caggiano, firmó el nombra-
miento bajo la norma canónica 
476-481, en la que, a partir del 
primero de marzo de este año, 
el Padre John Pérez, superior de 
la parroquia Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe de Danbury, asume 
el puesto de “Vicario Episcopal 
para Hispanos Católicos” de la 
Diócesis.  

En la homilía dominical de 
las dos de la tarde del pasado 
domingo, el padre John Pérez, 
nativo de Bello-Antioquia, 
Colombia; ordenado sacerdote 
por la Diócesis de Bridgeport, 
anunció a sus fieles el nombra-
miento hecho por el Obispo 
Caggiano y aunque dijo que lo 
recibía con humildad, señaló 
que espera el apoyo de todos 
porque eso implicará que estará 
menos tiempo en la parroquia, 
porque estará atendiendo la 
vicaría que aglutina a doce 
parroquias hispanas que confor-
man el condado de Fairfield, a 
dieciséis sacerdotes hispanos y 
a cinco sacerdotes anglos que 
hablan español y que mantienen 
ministerios hispanos en sus par-
roquias.  

“El Obispo me ha nombrado 
en un nuevo cargo, esto quiere 
decir, que me ha dado más traba-

jo, ¿pero?, yo seguiré aquí en la 
parroquia como siempre, aunque 
con menos tiempo. Me ha encar-
gado y nombrado nuevo Vicario, 
eso quiere decir, que debo cubrir 
todos los asuntos hispanos del 
Condado de Fairfield”, dijo. Lo 
que le valió el aplauso de sus 
feligreses en plena misa.  

Pero para llegar al Padre 
John la Diócesis debió a través 
del Vicario General, hacerle una 
llamada telefónica y proponerle 

la posición tres semanas antes 
del nombramiento. Tiempo que 
el sacerdote se tomó para pensar 
si es que era adecuado aceptar 
la posición considerando que su 
parroquia demanda de atención 
a tiempo completo.  

Pero, gracias al apoyo de su 
párroco asociado el P. Pedro 
Sosa y el diacono Rafael Regús 
y la llamada de otro sacerdote 
que -hasta este momento- está en 
conversaciones para mudarse a 

su parroquia para ayudarlo, el P. 
Pérez decidió aceptar la petición 
del Obispo.  

“Al Obispo Caggiano siempre 
le he dicho: ¡Cuente conmigo 
para lo que necesite!  y estas 
palabras deben convertirse en 
hechos. Además, hice un voto de 
obediencia y lo debo cumplir”, 
respondió.  

El nombramiento de Vicario 
Episcopal del Ministerio 
Hispano tomó vigencia el 
primero de marzo y desde ese 
momento empezó a contactarse 
con sus compañeros sacerdotes 
y diáconos de origen hispano o 
que hablen español a los que él 
los llama “hermanos”, para pon-
erse a sus órdenes y para saber 
cómo están trabajando el tema 
de la evangelización dentro de 
sus parroquias, que es la razón 
del Vicariato.  

Evangelización que conlleva 
la catequesis infantil, los movi-
mientos de líderes hispanos, los 
cursillos de formación prematri-
monial, los retiros espirituales. 
Todo esto llevado en español.  

En la mira del Padre Pérez 
está reestablecer el programa 
“el Viñedo de Raquel” que era 
concebido para dar apoyo a las 
mujeres que lidian con el aborto, 
replantear los cursillos pre-mat-
rimoniales para que dejen de ser 
virtuales y pasen a ser presencia-
les. Además, asegurarse que el 

curso “Virtuos”, dirigido a los 
voluntarios parroquiales, se siga 
manteniendo vigente para refor-
zar el conocimiento sobre cómo 
debe ser el trato con los menores 
de edad y evitar el acoso sexual 
dentro de la iglesia. Curso que se 
dicta desde el 2001. 

Y asegurarse que todos los 
cursos y guías que se dan en 
cada parroquia sean traducidos 
al español, considerando que la 
población católica del Condado 
es del 25 por ciento, y hay igle-
sias que tienen una feligresia del 
cien por ciento hispana como 
es su parroquia, Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe en Danbury. O 
el caso de Shelton que, aun-
que en este momento no tiene 
un sacerdote hispano, sino un 
párroco que habla español per-
fecto tiene un alto porcentaje de 
fieles hispanos y está creciendo 
cuantitativa y cualitativamente 
su población hispana. Además, 
las cuatro iglesias con ministerio 
hispano en Greenwich.  

Otro tema que es de interés 
del nuevo Vicario es seguir 
perservando el Ministerio de la 
Música en español, para eso qui-
ere asegurarse que las parroquias 
tengan sus coros con los instru-
mentos nativos de cada región 
y que sigan apegados los cantos 
en español a la liturgia. “Los his-
panos vemos en la música una 
expresión y eso lo vuelve una 
costumbre eclesiástica y por eso 
necesitamos de las voces nativas; 
en cambio, la iglesia anglosajona 
ve a la música como parte de 
la liturgia, de la alabanza, de la 
belleza y por eso siempre hay el 
órgano tubular en sus misas”, 
repuso el sacerdote, para entend-
er porqué es necesario seguir 
reforzando la música vernácula 
como parte de la evangelización.  

El Padre John Pérez, es nativo 
de Colombia, llegó a la Diócesis 
de Bridgeport en 1999 gracias 
al director de Vocaciones de la 
Diócesis que le pidió al Cardenal 
Eagan por su traslado, Fue orde-
nado sacerdote en esta Diócesis 
después de terminar sus estudios 
universitarios, ser seminarista y 
batallar día con día con el inglés.  

Su primera parroquia fue la 
iglesia Saint Mary en Stamford, 
luego Saint Peter en Danbury, 
luego regresó a Saint Mary y 
en este momento se encuentra 
ya ocho años como superior en 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. n

Nuevo Vicario de asuntos Hispanos 

Padre John Pérez
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Férry Galbert’s road to a vocation
By ELIZABETH CLYONS

BRIDGEPORT—As a kid 
growing up in Port Au Prince, 
Haiti, Férry Galbert knew the 
Mass in creole and had the desire 
to become an altar server. One 
could say that God placed the 
call on his heart early on, but 
Galbert would not realize that 
until many years later. 

In 1997, Férry and his family 
moved to the United States, and 
their first parish was the Basilica 
of St. John the Evangelist in 
Stamford. It was there that he 
was first able to become an altar 
server and “be close to where 
Jesus comes down at the altar,” 
he shared. It was also there that 
he was exposed more to the 
contents of the faith. Monsignor 
DiGiovanni, pastor, and Father 
Paul Check, parochial vicar, 
encouraged him in his faith 
journey. After receiving confir-
mation, Galbert began working 
as a data register and assistant at 
the parish, where he was exposed 
to many of the daily goings-on 
of parish life. “The procession 
toward priestly vocation was a 
big journey with the Lord and 
with the faith,” shared Galbert, 
“and a lot of that was in con-
junction with the exposure I had 
through working at the parish.” 

During this time, Férry was tak-
ing classes at Norwalk Community 
College. Like many young peo-
ple, he wasn’t entirely sure what 
he wanted to do for the rest of 
his life. Through his work at the 
Basilica, Férry learned that he had 
a desire to serve the community 
and to be with people when they 
needed it most. This desire led 
him to become a registered nurse. 
He began working at Stamford 
Hospital, and it was around that 
time that his call to the priesthood 
became more prominent. 

“I started wondering about 
the fundamental questions of 
life,” Galbert said. At the hospi-
tal, he saw people at their most 
vulnerable. He saw all types of 
people at their best and worst, 
and the questions that he heard 
priests discussing came back to 
mind. “We are always yearning 
for more,” shared Férry. “Our 
hearts are restless. We are con-
stantly seeking new things and 
experiences, and the message of 

the Gospel is contrary to that,” 
he said. Galbert explained that 
that is the reason people struggle 
so much, because our hearts are 
made for the infinite, and find a 
sense of peace being oriented to 
Our Lord. 

“I was being called to a great-
er conversion,” said Férry, who 
was yearning for his spiritual side 
even while working. “The Lord 
was dropping hints,” he said. 
His spirit of evangelization was 
always there, he just had to find 
the right path through which to 
fully realize that. 

The lay faithful at St. John’s 
played a significant role in 
encouraging Férry toward the 
priesthood. They would encour-
age him to pray about it, and 
slowly the Lord began to work 
on his heart. Through his work 
at the parish, Galbert was able 
to see good and holy priests 
working together, namely Msgr. 
DiGiovanni, Father Paul Check 
and Father Terrence Walsh. 
Their love and reverence for the 
Lord, their example of Spiritual 
Fatherhood and their love for the 
Church and the faithful made an 
impact on Férry’s own journey. 
“They had a genuine love for 
Jesus,” said Galbert. “They were 
able to give of their lives and 
express the love they had for their 
community.”

 Férry also credits his parents 
for introducing him to the idea 
of “self-giving.” His parents 
worked hard to provide a good 
life for their family. They prayed 

together, prayed the Rosary, and 
he still remembers his mother 
waking him up for Mass on 
Sunday morning. “Everything 
we encountered in Haiti,” shared 
Férry, “showed my parents’ 
self-sacrifice, giving of oneself for 
another.” 

As Férry’s calling become 
more prominent, he began to 
question whether he was worthy 
and whether he would be happy. 
“As the Lord worked through 
my own heart, I saw there had 
to be more; I wanted to see what 
the Lord had in store for me,” 
he said. “I began to see how the 
Lord was using the mundane 
experiences of my life to point me 
in the right direction.”

In January of 2017, Galbert 
entered the seminary. “The 
seminary is instrumental to for-
mation,” he said. “It is where we 
learn about the faith and how it 
applies to us today and shows us 
how to be human.” 

When Férry first entered the 
seminary, he explained that he 
initially worried about how he 
was going to support himself 
financially, and he even request-
ed to continue working in the 
summer. Férry mentioned his 
gratefulness for those who donate 
to the Bishop’s Appeal. “It allows 
the men to mentally rest, rather 
than worry about the financial 
aspect of things and focus on 
their studies instead.” 

Thanks to those who donated 
to the Bishop’s Appeal, Férry was 

able to put financial worries aside 
and fully engage himself in the 
life of the seminary—which is a 
full one! 

 The men begin their day with 
morning prayer, which includes a 
Rosary or meditation and Liturgy 
of the Hours. They then gather 
for breakfast before class begins. 
With a short break after class, 
they then gather for noon Mass. 
Every Tuesday, seminarians 
participate in a formation talk, 
which covers topics such as pas-
toral issues, dealing with finances 
and the impact of scandal in the 
Church. Formation is both pasto-
ral and intellectual, making sure 
seminarians are well-grounded. 
After class on Friday, the men 
have time to themselves, though 
often there is a get-together, min-
istry, or talk for them to take part 
in on the weekends. 

Férry mentioned that those 
who make donations to the 
Bishop’s Appeal are investing in 
the Kingdom of God by helping 
men who are laying down their 
lives to become agents of the 
kingdom. “The Church needs to 
support its members in order to 
effectively live the Gospel, and 
that is part of how we live and 
function as human beings.” He 
referenced John 13:35: “Jesus 
said, ‘By this all people will know 
that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.’”

The theme of this year’s 
Bishop’s Appeal is A Bridge 
Home; it offers “hope” and Férry 

offered a message of hope to all 
the faithful. Reflecting on his 
experiences both in Haiti and 
in the hospital setting, Galbert 
said that sickness and death are 
not the end. “The hope is that 
we are not alone. Jesus Himself 
said it, ‘I am with you until the 
end of times’ (Matthew 28:20).” 
“His Spirit is in the Church,” said 
Férry, citing the many ecclesial 
movements filling the Church 
with life. “We have to allow Him 
to work in our lives, allowing him 
to anoint every part of our lives 
for his glory.”

As he continues his journey 
in the seminary, Férry’s greatest 
prayer is to become closer to the 
Lord so that he can become an 
instrument for Christ. 

“We are in such need of 
hope,” he said, “we give ourselves 
because Jesus Christ exists, he 
conquered death and only by 
staying close to Him can we move 
forward.” “I hope to acknowledge 
that we are on this journey togeth-
er; there is enough suffering in the 
world—we need the Lord, and we 
need one another; the first face of 
Christ is through the next person 
we meet.” 

(When you make a gift to the 
Bishop’s Appeal, you help support 
young men discerning their call to the 
priesthood who will serve as future 
Shepherds of our Catholic faith. To 
make a gift and learn more please 
visit 2022Bishopsappeal.org or call 
203.416.1470. Thank you for your 
generosity.)                                  n  

Férry galBert




