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Diocesan News

➤ continued on page 8

FIF grant to fund geothermal at the Cathedral
By ROSE BRENNAN

BRIDGEPORT—Foundations 
in Faith has awarded a $400,000 
grant to the Cathedral Parish of 
Bridgeport to help fund the instal-
lation of a geothermal system that 
will heat and cool the historic St. 
Augustine Cathedral in down-
town Bridgeport.

St. Augustine Cathedral, 
which opened its doors in 1868, 
is the oldest church in the diocese 
and it will be the first to be pow-
ered with geothermal technology.

“This is a most exciting 
and welcome development for 
the Cathedral Parish and the 
diocese,” said Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano. “It is also an example 
of good environmental steward-
ship as called for by Pope Francis 
in his encyclical letter, Laudato 
si. The grant will have intergener-
ational benefits. I am grateful to 
the Foundation and to the donors 
who have supported this project 
that unites the diocese and helps 
preserve our Cathedral.”

The bishop said the Cathedral’s 
current heating and cooling sys-
tem is in need of extensive and 
costly replacements that would 
disrupt use of the Church and 

involve significant renovation.
The grant, awarded through 

the St. Francis Xavier Fund for 
Missionary Parishes, is the largest 
awarded in Foundations in Faith’s 
history. It is also the first multi-year 
grant the foundation has awarded.

According to Kelly Weldon, 
director of Foundations in Faith, 
the grant will distribute $200,000 
per year over two years to St. 
Augustine Cathedral.

“This grant to fund geother-
mal energy at St. Augustine 
Cathedral is a gamechanger for 
the foundation and for the dio-
cese as a whole,” she said. “This 
project is something that can 
bring a parish community togeth-

er, young and old, to renew a 
commitment to being stewards of 
the environment. It’s evidence of 
the transformative work of the St. 
Francis Xavier Fund.”

Weldon said that many donors 
are excited about contributing to 
this groundbreaking environmen-
tal project for the diocese and that 
Foundations in Faith will wel-
come additional support for this 
and similar projects in the future.

Father Art Mollenhauer, pas-
tor of the Cathedral Parish, said, 
“This will significantly improve 
the church’s long-term financial 
future. Energy costs currently 
account for a growing percent-
age of the parish’s budget, and 

switching to a geothermal system 
may reduce that by more than 
half. In addition to its operating 
benefit, the grant contributes to 
the overall pastoral vitality of 
the parish and the historic role it 
plays in the life of the diocese.”

According to Andrew Schulz, 
director of real estate for the 
diocese, geothermal heating and 
cooling is the best choice for St. 
Augustine Cathedral because it 
offers the lowest ongoing oper-
ating costs of all possible HVAC 
solutions examined.

“The installation is far less 
disruptive than a conventional 
system and will help preserve the 
historical beauty of the church. 
Geothermal is an innovative tech-
nology with the lowest carbon 
footprint and it will lead to long-
term financial savings,” he said.

While this geothermal project 
is the first of its kind for a church 
in the Diocese of Bridgeport, 
similar projects have taken place 
in other corners of the country’s 
Catholic landscape. Notably, 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New 
York underwent a geothermal 
energy renovation, completed in 
2017. The Archdiocese noted that 
renewable energy projects and 

renovations are consistent with the 
mission of the Church and its life 
ethic through responsible steward-
ship of our natural resources.

Geothermal energy, which is 
produced by heat in the earth, is 
considered a renewable energy 
resource because of how long 
that heat can persist. Geothermal 
activity can last anywhere from 
5,000 and 1 million years, making 
it a dependable source of energy.

But not only is geothermal ener-
gy dependable and long-lasting—
it’s also clean. Geothermal energy 
produces 0.03 percent of the emis-
sions coal does, and 0.05 percent of 
the emissions natural gas does.

While the grant from the St. 
Francis Xavier Fund helps offset 
some of the cost for the geother-
mal energy system, more support 
is needed to fully fund the project.

To learn more about the 
project, call Kelly Weldon at 
203.416.1392. To donate, visit 
foundationsinfaith.org, click 
“Donate,” and designate your gift 
to the St. Francis Xavier Fund 
for Missionary Parishes, or mail 
a check to the St. Francis Xavier 
Fund to Foundations in Faith, 
238 Jewett Avenue, Bridgeport, 
CT  06606.                                  n

BRIDGEPORT—Noted 
author, theologian and interna-
tional speaker, Dr. Scott Hahn 
will be the keynote speaker at 
the Sixth Convocation of Priests 
of the Diocese of Bridgeport on 
Sunday, October 19, through 
Wednesday, October 12.

The convocation,  held every 
three years, is expected to draw 
150 active and retired priests from 
the Diocese of Bridgeport. The 
three-day retreat will be held at 
the Seminary of the Immaculate 
Conception in Huntington, West 
Neck Road, Lloyds Harbor,  
Long Island, New York.

The theme of the convocation 
is “The Road to Emmaus: read-
ing scripture from the Heart of 
the Church.” 

“We look forward to getting 
together at the convocation 
which is a means to strengthen 
the fraternal bonds among us 
and contribute to our spiritual 
formation,” said Bishop Frank J. 

Scott Hahn to Keynote Priest Convocation
Caggiano in his invitation letter 
to priests.

The bishop said Dr. Hahn is 
known for his research on Early 
Christianity during the Apostolic 
Age and brings scholarly insight 
into the early Church Fathers as 
the diocese works toward renewal 
and in the spirit of evangelization.

Dr. Hahn, who is the Father 
Michael Scanlan, T.O.R., Chair 
of Biblical Theology and the New 
Evangelization at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, will 
give four talks beginning on 
Sunday evening at 7:30 pm.

Father Frank T. Hoffman, 
diocesan Vicar for Clergy, has 
coordinated planning for the 
convocation experience, which 
is designed to support each priest 
spiritually and emotionally and 
to promote understanding and 
collaboration.

Father Hoffman said that on 
Tuesday evening the priests will 
gather for a banquet to gathering 

to honor priests who will be cel-
ebrating special anniversaries of 
ordination. The celebration will 
also be an opportunity to wel-
come newly ordained priests and 
recognize those who are about to 
retire after years of faithful priest-
ly service.

Committee members who 

have joined in planning the 
convocation are Father Frank 
Hoffmann, Dr. Corey Piccinino, 
Father Robert Kinnally, Father 
Peter Lenox, Msgr. William 
Scheyd, Father Rolando Arias, 
and Father Augustine Nguyen.

Mass will not be celebrated in 
parishes throughout the diocese 
during the three days of the con-
vocation (from Monday through 
Wednesday, October 10-12). 
However, religious order priests 
will be available for sacramental 
emergencies.

 
Dr. Scott Hahn 

Dr. Scott Hahn was born in 
1957, and has been married to 
Kimberly since 1979. He and 
Kimberly have six children (two 
of which are seminarians for the 
diocese of Steubenville) and eigh-
teen grandchildren. An excep-
tionally popular speaker and 
teacher, Dr. Hahn has delivered 
numerous talks nationally and 

internationally on a wide variety 
of topics related to Scripture and 
the Catholic faith. His talks have 
been effective in helping thou-
sands of Protestants and fallen 
away Catholics to (re)embrace 
the Catholic faith.

He is the Father Michael 
Scanlan, T.O.R., Chair of 
Biblical Theology and the New 
Evangelization at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, where 
he has taught since 1990, and is 
the founder and president of the 
Saint Paul Center for Biblical 
Theology. From 2005 to 2011, 
Dr. Hahn held the Pope Benedict 
XVI Chair of Biblical Theology 
and Liturgical Proclamation at St. 
Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pa. 
From 2014 to 2015, he served as 
the McEssy Distinguished Visiting 
Professor of Biblical Theology 
and the New Evangelization, 
University of St. Mary of the Lake 
in Mundelein, IL.

Dr. Scott HaHn
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Annual Bishop’s Appeal
By KATHY-ANN GOBIN

DANBURY—Richard and 
Marianne Peterson are excited to 
meet their new family at Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church.

The Petersons are welcoming 
the opportunity, post-pandemic, to 
explore ways to get to know their 
fellow parishioners as they embrace 
the theme of the 2022 Bishop’s 
Appeal, “A Bridge Home.” The 
Appeal, formerly called the Annual 
Catholic Appeal, invests in services 
to further engage those in their 
faith and build a strong bridge to 
those who are struggling.

“Our parish needs to feel like 
our home,” Marianne said. “It 
should feel like family. This is the 
place for us.” 

The Petersons said it was fate 
that led them to the Cottage Street 
church.

Following the suggestion of a 

friend, after Richard’s retirement 
from IBM afforded less travel 
demands, they discovered, “the 
little church on the hill.”

Thinking the Mass started 
at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, they 
walked in late but at a pivotal 
moment during Pastor Father 
Norm Gilbert’s homily when he 
was speaking about the commit-
ment each parishioner should 
have for financially supporting the 
Church.

“He did a wonderful job 
humanizing the needs of the 
church,” Marianne said. “We 
entered the church and received 
the exact message we were meant 
to hear at the time.” 

“It gave us the opportunity to 
make the commitment that what-
ever the church needs to make the 
parish Appeal goal, we were going 
to support that,” Richard said.

In fact, in addition to the dona-

Finding a new parish family
tions already received from the con-
gregation, Marianne said she and 
her husband intentionally donated 
one dollar more than the goal set 
for the parish to be able to share the 
distinction with other parishes in the 
diocese of exceeding the goal set for 
the Bishop’s Appeal.

So far, about half of the par-
ishes in the diocese have met and 
exceeded their goals and other 
parishes are working to meet 
their goal by the time the Annual 
Appeal wraps up on December 
31, 2022.

Parishes that exceed their goal 
will often share the excess funds 
with other parishes that are strug-
gling to meet budget challenges 
and help them to succeed with 
financial stability.  Parishes also 
have the option to utilize over goal 
funds for specific parish projects.

“I am grateful for the gener-
osity of the people of the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus,” said Father 
Norm. “We have some very gen-
erous givers who put us over the 
top which inspired others to give,” 
he said.

The message that Father Norm 
was communicating to parishio-
ners was fundamental, Richard 
said. “Your church has to feel 
like an extension of your home. It 
needs to be supported emotionally 
and financially.”

Marianne said her grandparents 
who had 10 children always man-

aged to support the Catholic Church 
with their time, talent and money.

“Even if you can’t make a 
large donation, if everyone makes 
a smaller donation, we can meet 
those goals set by the diocese,” 
she added.

The Petersons said they are 
pleased to have found a home at 
the “little church on the hill,” and 
encourage others to emerge from 
the pandemic with a renewed 
enthusiasm of being a part of 

OUR PARISH FEELS LIKE IT’S HOME—Richard and Marianne Peterson meet 
with Father Norm Guilbert, pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Danbury.

➤ continued on page 10



September 2022
5

Sacred Heart Guild
By JOE PISANI

Martin Gutierrez was in 
his 30s, working in finance in 
Manhattan and living “the good 
life.” He was a fallen away 
Catholic, dating an evangelical 
Protestant who regularly chal-
lenged his faith. She told him in 
no uncertain terms that Catholics 
knew nothing about the Bible, had 
no sense of community and didn’t 
know Jesus as their personal Lord 
and Savior. It was a long list.

“This can’t be true,” he 
thought, so he googled “Bible 
study, Catholic, fellowship and 
community,” and through a series 
of providential events found him-
self at a gathering of young adults 
at the Church of St. Vincent Ferrer 
on the Upper East Side … and his 
life changed. He experienced what 
he called a “reversion” and redis-
covered the truths of his Catholic 
faith through a community of 
young believers.

Ingrid Abeleda had come to a 
point in life where her faith was 
routine. She went to Mass on 
Sunday but silently envied her 
Protestant friends who, she says, 
“talked about Jesus like they just 
had coffee with him that morning.”

“I felt jealous that I didn’t have 
that type of personal relationship,” 
she recalled. She was in her 20s, 
living in New York and touring 
internationally with a modern 
dance company, but she felt God 
calling her to do something else. 
In the aftermath of Superstorm 
Sandy, she googled “volunteers, 
young adult Catholics, hurricane” 
and was led to the same church 
as Martin and  joined the Frassati 
Fellowship of young adults, where 
she found a community of friends 
in faith … and a Christ she could 
have coffee with.

Today, Martin and Ingrid 
Gutierrez want to offer others the 
same opportunity for friendship 
and community in Christ. They are 
co-chairs of a newly formed sodal-
ity at the Guild of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in Georgetown. 
As its inaugural initiative, the St. 
Maximilian Kolbe Sodality for 
Praise and Worship is holding a 
series of Eucharistic encounters 
with Christ at parishes throughout 
the Diocese of Bridgeport. 

The first “Heart to Heart 
Night of Adoration” will be held 
September 24 at Holy Name of 
Jesus Church in Stamford, begin-

Guild forms Sodality for Praise and Worship

ning at 6:30 p.m, and others will 
be scheduled monthly through 
May 2023. [See related story.]

The couple is especially grate-
ful to Father Michael Clark, rector 
of the Guild, for the opportunity 
to do Heart to Heart and be part 
of the praise and worship sodality.

“We are really excited about 
the apostolate for contemporary 
music because it strikes at the 
heart for so many people,” Father 
Clark said. “We have to allow 
this genre to grow according to its 
own principles, and that is what 
we are experimenting with here. 
We want to harness the power 
this music has to preach the 
Gospel so that it harmonizes with 
our Catholic faith.”

The Heart to Heart nights of 
adoration, he said, “will give 
people an encounter with Christ 
through music, preaching, an 
opportunity for confession, inter-
cessory prayer and Adoration.”

“We want the Guild to be 
about excellence in everything it 
does with a focus on details,” he 
said. “At the same time, we want 
to make it super-professional and 
try to shake things up a bit and 
open the windows a little. It is 
very exciting.”

For example, there will be 
childcare at the nights of ado-
ration, a simple but significant 
“game changer for people,” 
Father said.

“Normally, these events are one-
offs and there is no childcare, which 
means one spouse has to stay home 
with the kids or that people without 
kids can’t come,” he said. “We 
want to give them more options and 
reach a broader demographic while 
providing something that really 
strikes the heart.”

The Heart to Heart nights will 
be very powerful, he said: “We 
want to encourage people with 
fervent emotional music at the 
beginning and then preach really 
inspiring sermons … and later 
calm down to encounter the Lord 
in the Eucharist so people can 
bask in his presence during those 
interior moments.” 

Martin Gutierrez said these 
are experiences the average 
Catholic does not have, but that 
when you are in front of the 
Eucharistic Lord, “Your faith 
starts to make more sense.”

Ingrid compares it to returning 
home and says an encounter with 
the Eucharistic Lord is “always 

transformative.”
The couple also wants to encour-

age enduring friendships among 
Catholics at all stages of life. 

“We know the experience of 
encountering Jesus in friendship 
is something that will be very 
powerful,” Ingrid said. 

“Belonging to a community 
is very important to my faith 
journey,” Martin said, “and we 
want to create an opportunity 
for community for others. Christ 
transforms us in community, and 
it moves us along our holy path.”

They found inspiration in the 
example of Blessed Pier Giorgio 
Frassati, a Catholic activist and 
Third Order Dominican, who 
died at 24 and is considered the 
patron for young adults.

The idea for Heart to Heart 
came from an initiative begun 
at Trinity Catholic High School 
in 2017, said Liz Sweeney, 
Communications Manager of 
the Guild.

“The Praise and Worship 
Sodality comes out of a con-
vergence in the beautiful work 
of the Holy Spirit,” she said. 
At that time, she and Father 
Joseph Gill, then chaplain of 
the school and currently pastor 
of St. Jude Church in Monroe, 
developed Night of Unity, which 
she described as “an evening of 
praise and worship, with power-

ful preaching and prayer, bringing 
together wonderful ministry lead-
ers from the area to speak and to 
lead those attending in worship.”

The Night of Unity evenings 
continued when Father Clark 
became chaplain.

“There was always the plan to 
find a way to relaunch Night of 
Unity under a new name, ‘Hear 
to Heart,’ which is connected 
to a much-beloved motto from 
St. John Henry Newman, ‘heart 
speaks to heart,’” Sweeney said.

The Guild of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus supports programs 
centered on Christ in the arts and 
evangelization by focusing on 
artistic beauty in the Catholic tra-
dition, Father Clark said. It seeks 
to inspire the faithful through 
sacred music, painting, architec-
ture, pilgrimages and literature, 
with particular attention to the 
needs of young people.

He was appointed rector of 
the Guild by Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano, who first articulated 
his vision in his pastoral exhor-
tation, “Let Us Enter the Upper 
Room with the Lord.”

Father Clark, who has been 
painting and singing since he was 
7, studied at Cambridge University, 
graduating with a master’s in the-
ology and law in 2005. He studied 
for and was called to the bar in 

➤ continued on page 6

Guild schedules ‘Heart to 
Heart’ Nights of Adoration 

The Guild of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, which 
promotes sacred arts in the 
Diocese of Bridgeport, will 
hold a series of Nights of 
Adoration as part of the 
National Eucharistic Revival 
proclaimed by U.S. Catholic 
Bishops.

Catholics are invited to 
attend the evenings, which 
will include praise and wor-
ship, intercessory prayer, 
confession, spiritual talks 
and Eucharistic Adoration. 
They are being organized 
by the Guild’s newly 
formed Sodality of Praise 
and Worship, which was 
approved by Bishop Frank J. 

new and old friends as we sit 
in Adoration to be renewed 
by Christ’s True Presence in 
the Most Blessed Sacrament,” 
said Liz Sweeney, 
Communications Manager 
of the Guild. “We will have 
the opportunity to be stirred 
by God’s Word, encounter 
Jesus in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, and have our 
hearts lifted in reverent praise 
and worship.”

Transitional Deacon 
Ferry Galbert, who is assist-
ing with the Heart to Heart 
Nights, said, “This apos-
tolate endorsed by Bishop 
Caggiano is an effort to make 

Caggiano in discussions with 
Father Michael Clark, rector of 
the Guild.

The first “Heart to Heart 
Night of Adoration” will be 
held on September 24 at Holy 
Name of Jesus Church in 
Stamford, beginning at 6:30 
p.m. It will be followed by 
monthly “Heart to Heart” 
nights at different churches from 
September through May. 

Holy Name will also 
host them in October and 
November. Three will be held 
at St. Jude Church in Monroe, 
and then three more at a 
location to be announced in 
Bridgeport. 

“All are welcome to meet 

➤ continued on page 8
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Sacred Heart Guild
Christ known and loved as He 
is truly present in the Blessed 
Sacrament. All you need to 
know is in the name of this 
apostolate: ‘Heart to Heart.’ 
These Holy Hour evenings 
are to render some homage 

and to love Him.”
He said the nights of ado-

ration will “be the catalyst, 
allowing the Holy Spirit to do 
his work in us, infusing in us 
his anointing and healing, and 
equipping us with the transfor-
mative power of Christ that can 
change the world, reviving one 
heart at a time as we go about 
in society, giving witness to 
Him.” 

“These nights will encourage 
people by letting them see other 
believers sharing their faith, but 
more importantly rendering our 
affections and gratitude commu-
nally to our Eucharistic Lord,” 
he said. “Often times, the spir-
itual life and journey can be a 
struggle and lonesome, where 
we can be tempted to think, 
‘I’m alone, God has forgotten 
me, no one truly understands 
my situation.’ These doubts can 
subtly creep into our prayer life 
and cause discouragement. The 
good news is that we can use 
these moments to remind us of 
the fact that we are known and 
loved by God.” 

Sweeney said that childcare 
will be provided so families 
can gather together and give 
parents a chance for personal 
prayer.

“We hope this evening pro-
vides an opportunity for all 
folks in all seasons to encoun-
ter Christ’s light, love, mercy 
and renewal, which knows no 
bounds,” she said.

For more information on 
the first evening of Eucharistic 
Adoration at Holy Name 
of Jesus Church at 325 
Washington Boulevard in 
Stamford, visit the Eventbrite 
page at www.eventbrite.com/e/
heart-to-heart-night-of-eucha-
ristic-adoration-renewal-tick-
ets-401668259577

If you are interested in 
becoming part of the core 
team for Heart to Heart or 
would like further information 
about the Praise and Worship 
Sodality or the Guild, email 
Liz Sweeney at liz.sweeney@
sacredheartguild.org.          n

to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
who knows and loves us as his 
Church and also desires to com-
municate his love intimately 
to us, individually, as we jour-
ney with Him to the Father’s 
Heart.”

Deacon Galbert said he 
hopes these hours spent in 
prayer with the Lord in the 
Eucharist become “an opportu-
nity for the people of God to be 
open to the Heart of Christ, to 
be acquainted with his presence 

guild schedules from page 5
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Bishop’s Podcast
By FRANK DEROSA

“There is no coincidence in 
life.” Bishop Frank Caggiano made 
that observation a while back in his 
“Let Me Be Frank” Radio Veritas 
podcast with his guest, Deacon 
Greg Kandra, creator of the popu-
lar blog, The Deacon’s Bench.

The blogger was recalling a 
chance encounter he once had with 
a permanent deacon who worked 
for the BBC and how their con-
versation may have been the spark 
that helped influence his decision 
sometime later to pursue a voca-
tion to the permanent diaconate.

It was no coincidence, the bishop 
said. It was part of God’s plan for 
Greg’s life. (If I refer to Greg famil-
iarly, it’s because I’ve known him 
and have appreciated his talent since 
his days as a superb writer for CBS 
News, and then in his ministry as a 
deacon in the Diocese of Brooklyn.)

A Coincidence or God’s Plan?

Together, we can do your 
heart a world of good
Now a�  liated with the nation’s leader in heart care

Your well-being is our top priority. That’s why we’re teaming up with 
Cleveland Clinic’s Heart, Vascular & Thoracic Institute to give you access to 
a heart program guided by a national leader in cardiovascular care, paired 
with the caring treatment you’ve come to expect from the Nuvance Health 
Heart & Vascular Institute. Together, we’ll implement best practices in the 
delivery of cardiovascular care—and do your heart a world of good.

Find care today at nuvancehealth.org/heart

Bishop Caggiano’s comment 
on coincidence caused me to think 
about an event many years ago 
involving a man with an impressive 
life story who had a life-threatening 
experience.

John Mannix was a lot of 
things: a family man who, with 
his wife Wardie, raised and edu-
cated eight kids; Jesuit educated, 
first at Brooklyn Prep, where he 
was an All Met halfback and a 
Penn Relays medalist, then at 
Holy Cross College; a successful 
businessman in the automobile 
industry; a public servant for two 
decades, initially as an elected 
Connecticut state representative, 
then as a Governor-appointed 
state board of education member 
who became its president, where 
he championed education for 
inner-city youth; a trustee of Our 
Lady of Fatima parish in Wilton; a 
responsible community leader; and 

a pilot, an experienced one.
On an August day in 1992, 

flying his twin-engine Beechcraft 
on a short flight from Nantucket 
to Hyannis on Cape Cod, he felt 
the left engine fail, and moments 
later, saw the right engine do the 
same. As he prepared to ditch the 
plane into Nantucket Sound, he 
remembered an emergency proce-
dure:  he stuck a shoe in the door 
so he could swim out when he hit 
the water. Otherwise, the pressure 
would trap him in the cockpit.

When the Beechcraft met the 
Sound, it landed about a hundred 
yards from a lobster boat out of 
Martha’s Vineyard. The boat 
angled toward Mannix bobbing 
in the water, pulled up beside him 
and crew members yanked him 
out of the water. The plane sank in 
about 40 seconds.

Mannix survived, but not 
unscathed. He suffered broken ver-

tebrae in his lower back. The inci-
dent was detailed in the Hartford 
Courant.

But another detail struck me 
when I read the whole story. The 
plane crashed on Aug. 13, two 
days before the solemn Marian 
Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The lobster 

boat that rescued Mannix? It bore a 
prophetic name: Lady Marion.

Curious how a boat identified 
with a name derived from Mary 
suddenly appeared when needed 
on a day close to a commemo-
ration of Our Blessed Lady? A 
coincidence? Maybe. A secular 

➤ continued on page 30

LET ME BE FRANK—Bishop Caggiano chats with Steve Lee, host of “Let Me 
Be Frank,” the Bishop’s weekly radio program and podcast on Veritas Radio 
(1350 AM and www.veritascatholic.com/podcast).
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Parish News
FAIRFIELD—John Otis, 

OFS, a parishioner at St. 
Aloysius in New Canaan, was 
professed into the Holy Spirit 
Secular Franciscan Fraternity 
during a Mass on Saturday, 
July 17th, celebrated by 
Reverend Gene Szantyr and 
concelebrated by Very Reverend 
Robert Kinnally, Vicar General 
of the Diocese of Bridgeport, at 
St. Anthony of Padua Church 
in Fairfield.

Musicians for the Mass were 
Dr. John Michniewicz, Ms. 
Nancy Leville and Mr. Logan 
Otis. The fraternity, John’s fam-
ily and friends celebrated with a 

A Profession to the Secular Franciscan Fraternity

St. Stephen’s helps families 
get ‘Off The Streets’

lunch after the Mass. May God 
bless John in his vocation as a 
Secular Franciscan.

Prayer, study and service 
are charisms of the order, and 
Susan Lenahan says, “I find 
Christ in service. I look at work-
ing in the parish as a privilege, 
an opportunity to bring what 
I have as a professed Secular 
Franciscan to the workplace.”

The Third Order is the larg-
est in the Franciscan family 
with 13,000 members in the 
United States in 587 fraternities, 
14 of which are in Connecticut 
and three in the Diocese of 
Bridgeport. The Holy Spirit 

Fraternity was established in 
1994. The formation process 
requires from two to three years 
of prayer, study and service. 
There are also fraternities in 
Darien and Danbury.

The Holy Spirit Fraternity 
meets every third Saturday of 
the month for a 9:30 am Mass, 
fellowship time and a brief busi-
ness meeting at St. Anthony of 
Padua Church, 149 South Pine 
Creek Road, Fairfield. Inquirers 
to a Secular Franciscan Order 
are always welcome. For more 
information, contact Marilyn 
Mitchell, OFS at moommy1@
aol.com.            n

TRUMBULL—The Saint 
Stephen Parishioners gen-
erously contributed to raise 
money for the Mission of Off 
The Streets-Bridgeport, which 
serves the homeless and those 
at risk of becoming homeless 
in the Greater Bridgeport area. 
The not-for-profit charitable 
organization does such things 
as providing a security depos-
it directly to a landlord for 
eligible individuals and their 
families to secure housing. 
Additionally, Off The Streets 
provides donated furniture and 
other household appliances in 
support of the homeless.

The parish’s effort to help 
prevent homelessness was 
carried out in memory of the 
late Deacon Kevin Moore of 
Trumbull, who co-founded the 
Bridgeport chapter of Off the 
Streets, which serves the home-
less and those at risk of becom-
ing homeless in the greater 
Bridgeport area by providing 
much needed security deposits 
directly to landlords for eligible 
individuals and families requir-
ing this deposit to secure hous-
ing in modest apartments.

Father Henry Hoffman, 
Pastor of St. Stephen Parish, 
Trumbull said “Off The Streets 
gives our parishioners the 
opportunity to assist those in 

need of safe and comfortable 
housing, and reflects a present-day 
response to Matthew 25:40 
‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you 
did for one of these least brothers 

of mine, you did for me.’”
In memory of her husband 

who was a co-founder of the 
organization, Ellen Moore also 
expressed gratitude for the gen-
erosity of parishioners, “We are 
most thankful for the outstanding 
generosity and support of the 
mission.”

Gerard Agoglia, Managing 
Director, Off The Streets-
Bridgeport, concluded the gift cer-

emony with these words, “On 
behalf of myself and all of vol-
unteers dedicated to housing 
the homeless, we are extremely 
grateful to the parishioners of 

St. Stephen for their generous 
support of our mission to the 
homeless. So far, for 2022, 
Off the Streets-Bridgeport, has 
provided housing for 28 indi-
viduals (13 families), as well as 
over 340 individuals since its 
founding in 2014.”

Tax-deductible donations 
may be made through the 
website: www.OffTheStreets-
Bridgeport.org.                      n

PICTURED IS JOHN with the fraternity’s council members (l-r): Patricia Heile, 
OFS, Councilor; Susan Lenahan, OFS, Secretary; Susan Baldwin, OFS, Director 
of Formation; John Otis, OFS; Marilyn Mitchell, OFS, Minister; Meg Styles, 
OFS, Vice Minister; and Margaret Francesconi, OFS, Treasurer.

OFF THE STREETS—Tracy Maus presents to Ellen Moore a gift from St 
Stephen Parishioners to Off The Streets. (l-r): Elaine Foley, Director, Off The 
Streets (Bridgeport chapter); Tracy Maus, Trustee of the parish; Ellen, widow 
of Deacon Kevin Moore, Co-Founder, Off The Streets; Gerard Agoglia, 
Managing Director, Off The Streets; Father Henry Hoffman, Pastor.

dr. scott hahn from page 3

Dr. Hahn is also the bestselling 
author of numerous books includ-
ing The Lamb’s Supper, Reasons 
to Believe, and Rome Sweet 
Home (co-authored with his wife, 
Kimberly). Some of his newest 
books are The First Society, The 
Fourth Cup, Romans: A Catholic 
Commentary on Sacred Scripture, 
The Creed, Evangelizing Catholics, 
Angels and Saints, and Joy to the 
World.

Scott received his Bachelor of 
Arts degree with a triple-major 
in Theology, Philosophy and Economics from Grove City College, 
Pennsylvania, in 1979, his Masters of Divinity from Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary in 1982, and his Ph.D. in Biblical Theology 
from Marquette University in 1995. Scott has ten years of youth 
and pastoral ministry experience in Protestant congregations (in 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Massachusetts, Kansas and Virginia) and is a 
former Professor of Theology at Chesapeake Theological Seminary. 
He was ordained in 1982 at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Fairfax, 
Virginia. He entered the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil, 1986.    n

sacred heart guild from page 5

2008 and practiced law as a barris-
ter for five years. At the same time, 
he was singing professionally at 
Exeter Cathedral and later moved 
to Buckfast Abbey as director of 
music, establishing a professional 
choir of men and women.

In 2012, he entered the sem-
inary to study philosophy and 
theology. He received an S.T.B. 
from the Pontifical Gregorian 
University in 2016 and studied at 
the Pontifical Liturgical Institute.

He was ordained on October 
12, 2019 by Bishop Caggiano.

Throughout his life, sacred art 
has led him to an intimate person-
al relationship with the Creator 
through beauty, he said. His 

vision is to share that experience 
with others through the Guild.

“The Guild’s role is to help 
Catholics focus on the arts and 
how important they are to evan-
gelization,” Father Clark said. 
“Whenever you encounter God, 
you are going to encounter beau-
ty. Beauty is my way of accessing 
who God really is, and it’s not 
just about taste because beauty 
has its own language, it has its 
own rules, it has its own objectiv-
ity. Beauty is not in the eye of the 
beholder…beauty is in the mind 
of the Creator. Beauty is how 
God expresses himself to us, and 
so it is essential to a proper under-
standing of who God is.”           n
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By EMILY CLARK

MONROE—Faith and fun 
have been the focus for children 
and teens this summer at St. 
Jude Church in Monroe. From a 
Vacation Bible School centered 
around the Eucharist to Sports & 
Scripture nights each week, youth 
of all ages have had profound 
experiences in connecting with 
the Lord.

Forming relationships, play-
ing games and spending time in 
adoration are what attracted a 
dozen or so teens to join Father 
Joseph Gill, pastor at St. Jude, 
on Monday evenings in the 
parish center. Through Frisbee, 
Gaga Ball and Capture the Flag, 
these middle and high school-
ers have had the opportunity to 
meet others who enjoy having 
fun as well as sharing the Word 
of God. During last week’s heat-
ed game of handball, cheers rose 
up as one team scored a point 
while an opponent admitted, 

St. Jude’s youth stay  
connected with their Faith

St. Joseph, Danbury sends aid to Ukraine

“It’s a battle out here!” Hannah 
Vu, a recent graduate of Masuk 
High School, said that’s part of 
building community.

“This is a great way to make 
strong relationships with other 
kids and push us out of our com-
fort zone,” said Vu, who often 
attends with her brother Hansel, 
13. “The activities and scripture 
together make it a good time.”

Christopher Iturralde, an 
incoming 8th grader at Cardinal 
Kung Academy, agrees. “It’s 
interactive and open,” he said. 
“Reading the Bible and respond-
ing to questions help deepen my 
faith, especially when I hear oth-
ers’ thoughts and think, ‘Hmm, I 
never thought about it that way 
before.’ You hear another inter-
pretation.”

Following a half hour of 
games, the teens and Father 
Gill, accompanied by assistant 
Katie Gray and seminarian 
Pablo Aca, gather for snacks 
and then read the upcoming 

Sunday Gospel, sitting in a 
circle to further a sense of com-
munity. Discussing the passag-
es in ways that relate to teens 
helps put situations at their 
level and makes them easier 
to understand, said Vu. Father 
Gill prompts participants with 
questions such as “What do 
you think God wants for you?” 
which elicit comments like “get 
on the right path” and “make a 
connection with Him.”

“It’s not catechesis. I want 
to make the readings life-appli-
cable,” he said. “We’re talking 
about what God is saying to 
them as 8th graders. It’s a way to 
make the faith more palpable for 
these kids.”

And at St. Jude, that starts 
long before they reach their 
teens. While the older kids have 
enjoyed Sports & Scripture, those 
in kindergarten through grade 5 
had the opportunity to take part 
in the week-long Vacation Bible 
School “Camp Adore” in mid-Ju-

ly. With a theme of Jesus in the 
Eucharist, campers began each 
day with Mass, a youth-centered 
homily and adoration. They then 
rotated through stations such as 
crafts, games, praise and worship 
music and lessons about young 
saints such as Maria Goretti 
and Blessed Carlos Acutis—all 
while keeping the focus on the 
Eucharist.

“The entire point of this 
camp is to introduce kids into a 
living relationship with Jesus in 
the Eucharist. I think the sparks 
of that relationship [were] lit 
this week!” said Father Gill.

According to Jessica Iannotta, 
St. Jude’s Family Ministry 
Coordinator, through generous 

donations, each child received a 
Mass bag with a children’s Bible 
and prayer journals. “Campers 
had a great experience and shared 
their enthusiasm in wanting to 
come back day after day,” she 
added. “It is our hope that this 
will continue to draw them closer 
to the Lord and desire to worship 
Him at Mass and adoration more 
regularly.”

Father Gill recalled one 
morning after adoration when a 
third-grade boy knelt before the 
altar and proclaimed, “God, I 
won’t let you down!” For the 
children at St. Jude, it seems 
a relationship with their Lord 
and their faith have already 
taken root.                        n

By KATHY-ANN GOBIN

DANBURY—Almost 400 
boxes packed with medical sup-
plies and essential daily items col-
lected by the St. Joseph parish and 
school community, have arrived 
in Walbrzych, Poland to help 
Ukrainian refugees displaced from 
their war-ravaged country. “We 
never dreamed this drive would 
be so successful,” said Megan 
Cerullo, director of advancement 
for St. Joseph School, adding that 
the success of the donation drive 
increased the amount of time 
needed to process the items and 
secure transportation logistics.

In March, a request for dona-
tions of pre-filled new or gently 
used purses, diaper bags or 
backpacks with everyday essen-
tials needed for women, babies 
and children, was met with an 
overwhelming response from the 
Greater Danbury community and 
beyond. Nearly two-thousand 
pre-filled donated bags were col-
lected at the parish hall as word 
of the donation drive spread. 

School children were involved in 
helping to organize the bags and 
attached personal hand-written 
messages of encouragement for 

the bags’ recipients including, 
“Be strong,” and “With love and 
support from America.”

About nine tons of goods 
filled a shipping container 
and local company, Clancy 
Relocation & Logistics, played 
an integral role in readying the 
items for shipment. “Without 

hesitation, John Clancy donated 
our shipping boxes and manpow-
er to help pack the container,” 
Cerullo said. “Although the 

drive became a more complex 
and lengthy undertaking due to 
the sheer volume of donations, 
all parties were able to pivot 
successfully to execute a flawless 
mission,” she said.

The Poland Municipal Social 
Welfare Center in Walbrzych, 
the initial recipient of the goods, 

partnered with the neighboring 
Orthodox Church of All Saints 
in Wałbrzych to help accept, 
store and distribute the items 
which arrived at the church in 
mid-June. Bags and personal 
care products were also driven 
directly into Ukraine and given 
to soldiers. “We did not even 
think this was possible but our 
amazing team of counterparts in 
Poland found a way,” Cerullo 
said. Monetary donations not 
only covered shipping fees but 
also allowed for an additional 
$8-thousand donation to cover 
costs such as food, formula and 
diapers. Funds were also allo-
cated for summer camp for the 
Ukrainian refugee children now 
displaced in Poland.

Volunteers and workers in 
Poland shared their collective 
gratitude on behalf of Ukrainians, 
“We thank all children and adults 
from the heart for their help and 
support. Thank you for every-
thing!” The community effort 
was welcomed by Governor Ned 
Lamont and Commissioner of 

the Connecticut Department of 
Veterans Affairs Thomas J. Saadi, 
who visited the Main Street parish 
with Ukrainian American veterans 
to witness first-hand the efforts by 
all involved.

Danbury Mayor Dean 
Esposito said he is proud of the 
efforts of the community. “I want 
to express my sincere gratitude 
to the City of Danbury and the 
greater community for their over-
whelming support for this incred-
ible work, and the dedication and 
commitment of the students, staff 
and parents of St. Joseph School 
and Parish to help support the 
citizens of Ukraine.”

St. Joseph Church Pastor 
Samuel V. Scott and St. Joseph 
School Principal Dr. Louis Howe 
both agreed the generosity and 
spirit of giving from the com-
munity is inspiring. “Jesus said, 
‘Ask and you shall receive,’ these 
words cannot be any more true 
than what we have witnessed 
from our community brothers 
and sisters,” Howe said. “This 
was Christ’s mission in action.” n

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—Faith and fun came together this summer at 
St. Jude Parish in Monroe. The camp helped young people experience a living 
relationship with Jesus in the Eucharist.
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Our Lady of Fatima Pastor Father Reggie Norman celebrated the 
8am Mass in honor of the feast day of Blessed Michael McGivney. 
The feast day is celebrated in the church every August 13th. The Mass 
included an honor guard from Knights of Columbus Bishop Fenwick 
Assembly 100. At the conclusion of Mass, parishioners were able to 
venerate the first class relic of Blessed Michael McGivney. 

The founder of the Knights of Columbus, Father Michael J. 
McGivney was a central figure in the growth of Catholicism in 
America, and he remains a model today. His example of charity, evan-
gelization and empowerment of the laity continues to bear fruit and 
guide Knights of Columbus around the world. Blessed McGivney was 
beatified on October 31, 2020 and we pray for his canonization. 

Blessed Michael McGivney Pray for us!

OLF celebrates 
Blessed Michael 
McGivney

Knights awarded top honor
FAIRFIELD COUNTY—

Knights of Columbus Supreme 
Knight Patrick E. Kelly 
announced that the Connecticut 
Knights of Columbus earned the 
Circle of Honor Pinnacle Award 
for the 2021-2022 fraternal year. 
This is the second consecutive 
year that Connecticut achieved 
this distinction. Each year the 
Supreme Knight recognizes the 
Order’s top jurisdictions for 
outstanding achievements in 
the areas of charitable outreach, 
membership growth and reli-
gious programming, with the 
Circle of Honor award.

Achieving Pinnacle means 
that the jurisdiction substantially 
exceeded the requirements for 
Circle of Honor, especially by 
attracting large numbers of new 
members. State Deputy Matt 
McGrath issued the following 
statement after learning of the 
top honor: “Over the last year, 
knights in Connecticut demon-
strated the principles of the 
Order—charity, unity, fraternity 
and patriotism. Being recog-
nized by the Supreme Knight 
is a great honor for all of us. It 
is a testament to the commit-
ment and effort of individual 
members and their families, 
local councils, district deputies, 
state staff and state officers 
throughout the year, most of it 
behind the scenes. Inspired by 
the example of our Founder, 
Blessed Michael McGivney, 
Connecticut’s Hero, we rededi-
cate ourselves to the important 
mission of the Order, and invite 
all Catholic men and their fami-

lies to join us.”
The Connecticut State Council 

will be recognized formally at 

the upcoming 140th Knights of 
Columbus Supreme Convention 
in Nashville, Tennessee this 
August 1-4. The international 
meeting will bring together 
nearly two-thousand Knights of 
Columbus delegates and family 
members. Since July 1, 2021, 
more than 750 Catholic men have 
joined the Knights of Columbus 
in Connecticut and its 170 local 
councils. In 2021, the more than 
23,500 members of the Knights 
of Columbus in Connecticut 
donated over $1.4 million dollars 
to charity while volunteering 
over 300,000 hours of service to 
Connecticut communities and 
charitable causes.

About the Knights  
of Columbus

In 1882, Blessed Michael 
McGivney, a young parish priest 
in New Haven, Conn., founded 
the Knights of Columbus to serve 
the needs of a largely immigrant 
Catholic community. What began 
as a small fraternal benefit soci-
ety has since grown into one of 
the world’s leading international 

charitable organizations, with 2 
million members in more than 
16,000 local councils. In 2020, 

Knights around the world donat-
ed more than 47 million service 
hours and $150 million for wor-
thy causes in their communities. 
The Knights of Columbus also 
offers extensive life insurance 
products to members and their 
families. Knights of Columbus 
Insurance currently has more 
than $119 billion of life insurance 
policies in force and was named 
by Forbes as one of America’s 
Best Insurance Companies 2022. 
In addition, the Knights provide 
investment services in accord 
with Catholic social teaching 
through Knights of Columbus 
Asset Advisors, which holds total 
assets of more than $29 billion 
in assets under management. 
Based on the founding principles 
of charity, unity and fraternity, 
the Order remains committed to 
strengthening Catholic families 
and parishes and to practicing 
faith in action through service to 
all in need.

(To learn more or to join the 
Knights of Columbus, please visit 
kofc.org/joi)                               n

the extended family, that is the 
Catholic Church.

Although many people have 
become accustomed to viewing 
Mass virtually, “you don’t feel the 
same connection as when you are 
physically present in the church,” 
said Marianne, a professionally 
trained singer, who has been can-
toring for 29 years. Marianne said 
cantoring is a fundamental part 
of her worship and she looks for-
ward to contributing to the Mass 
through her music ministry during 
the 5 p.m. Mass on Saturdays.

The high school sweethearts orig-
inally from Pequannock Township, 
New Jersey, have put faith and 
family first throughout their years 
together by volunteering as religious 
education instructors and conducting 
baptism classes as a couple when 
their three children were young.

The Petersons are advocates for 
everyone to volunteer and contrib-
ute to the vitality of the Church in 
any way they can because it helps 
strengthen the Church’s founda-
tion, its people.

“This parish was such a perfect 
fit,” she said, noting its history as 
one of the Polish-American Roman 
Catholic parishes in the Diocese of 
Bridgeport and in New England.

The Petersons find comfort in 
the similarities of Marianne’s grand-
mother previously belonging and 
worshipping at St. Mary, a Polish 
Church in Korona, Florida. Her 
grandmother also lent her musical 
talents to the parish as an organist.

“I think my grandmother is 
telling me, we belong here,” she 
said, adding that her uncle still 
attends that church.

Richard said he remembers his 
parents always prioritizing finan-
cially supporting the church.

“You need to financially sup-
port the Church if you want the 
Church to be there,” he said.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish 
has met its goal of $32,100 and 
has raised $34,036.

Gifts to the Appeal make it 
possible to provide over 1.3 million 
meals each year through Catholic 
Charities in addition to 10,000 
counseling sessions and housing 
assistance; financial assistance for 
Catholic education through the 
Bishop’s Scholarship Fund; the 
formation for our seminarians and 
diaconal candidates; care for senior 
priests in their dignified retirement; 
and many other pastoral programs. 

In September the Petersons who 
live in Ridgefield, celebrated their 
36th wedding anniversary. It is also 
a special month for them since the 
they will be welcoming their third 
grandchild to the world and are 
planning for the baptism to be held 
at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church. 

“This parish feels like home 
and the parishioners feel like fam-
ily,” Marianne said. “We like that 
small town feel, the small parish 
and personal connection.” 

If you have not made your 
gift to the 2022 Bishop’s Appeal, 
please help the Diocese reach its 
goal.  You gift means so much to 
so many who are need and for the 
future of our faith and Church.  
Please visit 2022BishopsAppeal.
org, use the QR code, or text the 
word, APPEAL, to 475.241.7849. 
If you have questions, please call 
203.416.1470.                             n

aBa from page 4

OUR LADY OF FATIMA—Father Reggie Norman, Pastor, meets with members of the Knights honor guard during 
the recent observance.
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Knights of Columbus
By JOE PISANI

John Walshe was 4 years old 
when he attended his first Knights 
of Columbus Supreme Convention 
in 1948, with his grand-uncle Msgr. 
Leo Finn, the Supreme Chaplain 
and pastor of St. Peter Church in 
Bridgeport. It was an experience 
he never forgot, and shortly before 
Msgr. Finn died, Walshe drove him 
to the Atlanta convention in 1960.

“It was a great trip that I’ll 
always remember,” Walshe 
recalled. “He was my mentor.”

Walshe has been attending the 
supreme conventions for almost 
75 years. A Fourth Degree Knight 
of Council 16, he joined the order 
when he was 22 and is the great 
grandnephew of Blessed Michael 
McGivney, founder of the Knights.

This year, he joined a con-
tingent from the Diocese of 
Bridgeport who went to Nashville 
for the 140th convention, which 
was presided over by recently 
installed Supreme Knight Patrick 
Kelly, who urged the order to 
“preserve life, protect the family 
and proclaim the faith.”

He told the almost 2,400 mem-
bers at the convention that “a 
Knight is a leader who stands in 
the breach….We defend the faith. 
We protect the family. And when 
a need arises, we rise to meet it—
with charity, unity and fraternity.”

Kelly praised them for pro-
tecting the sanctity of life and 
recalled that in 1974 they helped 
organize the first national March 
for Life, which today is “the larg-
est annual human rights demon-
stration in the world.”

In June, the fraternal service 
order launched the Aid and 
Support After Pregnancy pro-
gram, which in coming months 
will distribute $5 million to preg-
nancy resource centers, maternity 
homes and other groups that offer 
direct assistance to new mothers 
and their babies.

Kelly, who was installed 
in 2021, also called upon the 
members to be “Knights of the 
Eucharist” and strengthen their 
love for Christ truly present in the 
Blessed Sacrament.

“Above all else, being a 
Knight means drawing closer to 
the person of Jesus Christ, our 
King,” he said. “That’s why the 
order is strongly supporting the 
National Eucharistic Revival in 
the United States.”

State Knights attend Supreme Convention

Deacon Patrick Toole, 
Chancellor of the Diocese of 
Bridgeport, who was invited to 
attend the convention and assist 
at the Masses, said: “It was really 
impressive, and people were really 
happy to be back in person again. 
There was a lot of energy and 
excitement. It is amazing the good 
work the Knights do around the 
world that is so hidden—wheth-
er helping in Ukraine or buying 
wheelchairs or the works they do 
for the unborn and mothers. There 
are so many unbelievably good 
causes that are consistent with 
their charism of Father McGivney 
to reach out to those in need.”

A member of Council 5806 
at St. Catherine of Siena in 
Trumbull, he said the convention 
reinforced the importance of the 
Eucharist and that all the pre-
sentations showed how the Real 
Presence is integral to family life, 
faith, fatherhood and community. 
On the last day he participated 
in the Eucharistic procession and 
could see how deeply moved 
people were when the Blessed 
Sacrament passed by.

“I walked away with a great 
sense of gratitude for being invited 
to participate in what was such 
a moving and impactful week—
together in faith with Christ and an 
outstanding organization,” he said.

He was particularly impressed 
with a presentation that enumer-
ated the accomplishments of past 
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, 
who served for 20 years, and was 
honored with his wife Dorian.

“I was moved to see the tre-
mendous work the Knights did 
under his leadership — from 
training to the John Paul II 
Center to the work with persecut-
ed Christians around the world,” 
he said. “It showed that wherever 
there is an intersection of crisis 
and faith, the Knights are there. 
You felt the deep commitment 
they have to Christ and the 
Church through the work they 
do….At the States’ dinner, it was 
moving to see contingents from 
Ukraine, Mexico and Poland. 
And there was such unbelievable 
love and outpouring of support 
for the group from Ukraine.”

John Walshe, who attended 
the convention with his wife Kay, 
said he, too, was very impressed 
with everything the Knights have 
accomplished in recent months.

“I am also always impressed 
with the Masses at the convention; 
they are the most beautiful that you 
can go to with choirs that can com-
pete with the New York Opera,” 
he said. Among the celebrants was 
Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William Lori of Baltimore, former 
Bishop of Bridgeport.

Today the Knights of 
Columbus has 2 million members 
worldwide. The fraternal ser-
vice order was founded in 1882 
by Father McGivney, when he 
was assistant pastor of St. Mary 
Church in New Haven, to bring 
financial aid and assistance to the 
sick, disabled and needy members 
and their families.

Walshe said that many times 

over the years when he attend-
ed conventions, he would be 
approached by men who wanted 
to talk about “Father Mike,” his 
great grand-uncle. They would 
tell him their prayers had been 
answered through his intercession.

“I remember one guy who 
said, ‘I had cancer and I was 
given six months to live, and 
I prayed to your uncle … and 
that was ten years ago,’” Walshe 
recalled. “There are so many 
times he has done that and 
helped people from heaven.”

Father McGivney had two 
other brothers who were priests 
—Msgr. Patrick McGivney 
and Msgr. John McGivney, 
who served as pastors at St. 
Charles Church in Bridgeport 
and became Supreme Chaplains 
of the Knights. The McGivney 
Center is named in their honor. 
Their nephew was Msgr. Leo 
Finn, who was pastor of St. Mary 
Church and St. Peter Church in 
Bridgeport, and also served as 
Supreme Chaplain.

Among the Connecticut con-
tingent at the convention was 
Mark Sticca of St. John Church 
in Darien, who is a member of 
Father McGuane Council 4460 
Darien, and a district deputy for 
the Connecticut State Council, 
covering councils in Bridgeport, 
Darien, Greenwich, Stamford 
and Stratford. He also serves as 
the Connecticut Council’s assis-
tant membership director for the 
Diocese of Bridgeport.

“What was most significant 

at the convention for me was the 
renewed commitment to go ‘into 
the breach’ and continue the pro-
life efforts of the Knights,” Sticca 
said. “I was also touched by the 
efforts supporting the people of 
Ukraine, and the appreciation 
they have of the aid provided 
through and by K of C councils 
here, in Poland and Ukraine.”

“The visiting Ukrainian Bishop 
sent an inspiring message to all 
that their time, talent and treasure 
is truly working for a people deal-
ing with so much,” Sticca said. 
“With those two of many positive 
homilies, speeches, conversations 
and fellowship, I am not only 
optimistic of the future, but excit-
ed to continue the good works of 
the Knights and grow the order 
by offering men of the diocese an 
opportunity to join and partake in 
this fulfilling mission.”

Tom Vita of Sacred Heart 
Church in Greenwich, past state 
deputy of the Connecticut State 
Council, said, “Supreme Knight 
Patrick Kelly’s speech was very 
ambitious in fulfilling Blessed 
Father McGivney’s vision—from 
continuing the humanitarian 
efforts for the Ukrainian refugees 
to supporting pro-life pregnancy 
centers and creating new pro-
grams reaching out and encourag-
ing young Catholic men to know 
and live their faith.”

He is hopeful about the future 
of the order and said, “I feel the 
membership will continue to 
grow, as the Supreme Knight said 
in his speech, by reaching out 
to young Catholic men and all 
Catholic ethnic groups.”

In his annual report, Kelly 
said, “In these difficult times, 
each of us needs a living faith. 
And each of us needs to lead oth-
ers to the faith,” encouraging the 
Knights to make evangelization 
a priority. He cited research that 
said 4 out of 5 Catholics will fall 
away from the Church by the 
time they reach their early 20s.

He said the Knights will 
launch a new initiative on disci-
pleship and evangelization, along 
with a series on marriage and the 
family.

Kelly praised the Knights for 
their efforts and said that in the 
year ending June 30, the order 
had donated nearly $154 million 
to various causes and accumulat-
ed almost 48 million hours of vol-
unteer service.                           n

KNIGHTS STATE DELEGATION—John Walshe (far right ) is the great grandnephew of Blessed Michael McGivney, 
founder of the Knights. He and other Knights and their spouses attended the recent National convention held in Nashville.
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On Humility
 
The world will keep witnessing wars, violence and injustice as long 

as people fail to understand that true freedom comes from seeking God’s 
will, love and mercy, Pope Francis said in a recent homily. In his reflec-
tion, he recalled the life of Pope Celestine V, a 13th century pontiff who 
resigned the papacy to lead a hermit’s life. Our Holy Father said that 
Christians are asked to live like Christ, who came to serve, not be served. 
“There is no other way to carry out God’s will than by taking on the 
strength of the humble. The humble appear to the eyes of men as weak 
and losers, but in reality they are the true winners because they are the 
only ones who trust completely in the Lord and know His will. Humility 
doesn’t consist in devaluating oneself, but rather in that healthy realism 
that makes us recognize our potential and also our misery without God,” 
Pope Francis said. His words urge us to a deeper charity not found in 
self-promotion or even in the force of our opinions, but in a Christian love 
rooted in humility, which brings us closer to the source of truth and joy in 
our lives. 

Surrendering to Christ  
 

In a culture where we are told to “take charge of our lives” and reinvent 
ourselves, we are often left adrift or worse, when things don’t go our way. 
In his recent radio show and podcast (Veritas Radio, 1350 AM, www.
veritascatholic.com/podcast.)  Bishop Caggiano reminds us that “losing 
control” is inevitable in life, whether through loss of a loved one, personal 
crisis, or some unexpected reversal. The realization that we are not always 
in control opens a path to the larger truth that spiritual strength is not found 
in what we master, but rather in how we learn to surrender to God in our 
brokenness.  The Bishop’s words resonate deeply with us as we continue to 
struggle with the uncertainty caused by the pandemic and its aftermath:

“The need to surrender to the will of God is in the background of 
everyone’s spiritual life, and it  is made manifest when things happen you 
simply cannot change.

How many people have found themselves in the same situation: a hus-
band, a wife, a son, a daughter—someone has a grave illness or struggles 
with some sort of suffering or addiction, or whatever else in a life that 
makes it a mess. It’s one of the most difficult postures for a Christian to 
be in; when there is nothing you can do  but surrender before the Lord  
because you’ve done all that you can do and it has not worked out… And 
then you have a real assessment of how well you do when you have to 
surrender to the will of God. 

If you believe in Providence, that the Lord is permitting this to happen, 
then you have to realize it’s for a reason beyond your comprehension, and 
you need to surrender. Providence is trusting in God’s love for us. The 
surrender that’s necessary begins in the posture that I am not ultimately in 
control, and that God’s  plan for me is better than any plan I could have 
for myself—even though I am humanly disappointed because of what I 
wanted to do… 

It’s very hard to let go, but I can’t surrender until I trust, and surren-
der before the Lord requires a complete surrender. It’s a surrender of the 
mind, it’s a surrender of the heart, it’s a surrender of the spirt and the soul.  
Only then do we realize  that surrender before God is really our victory, 
it’s not our defeat.”

Feast of St. Augustine
On August 28th, the Church celebrated the feast of St. Augustine 

of Hippo, one of the great Doctors of the Church. His autobiography, 
Confessions, written in the late 4th century, continues to speak with a 
piercing intellect and near mystical power about the search for meaning.  
In the following words,, which are both prayer and poetry, Augustine 
writes with a striking vitality that speaks forcefully to us today. His prayer 
reminds us that God’s grace is always available to us in our fallen state, 
and all that is beautiful on earth can lead us inward to union with the 
beauty of God as Augustine acclaims to the Lord:

Late have I loved you, Beauty so ancient and so new, late have I loved you!
Lo, you were within, but I outside, seeking there for you,
and upon the shapely things you have made I rushed headlong–I, misshapen.
You were with me, but I was not with you. They held me back far from you,
those things which would have no being, were they not in you.                    n
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The Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano, Bishop of Bridgeport, 
has made the following clergy appointments in the Diocese of Bridgeport:

CLERGYAPPOINTMENTS

Parochial administrator

REVEREND PEDRO SOSA, 
IVE, appointed Temporary 
Parochial Administrator, Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Parish, Danbury. 
Effective date was July 31.

Parochial Vicar

REVEREND JOSE IGNACIO 
ORTIGAS, appointed Parochial 
Vicar, Saint Matthew Parish, 
Norwalk. Effective date is 
September 15.

REVEREND SUNIL PEREIRA, 
IMS, appointed Parochial 
Vicar, Saint Thomas More 
Parish, Darien. Effective date is 
September 15.

REVEREND DECLAN 
CREIGHTON, appointed 
Parochial Vicar, the Cathedral 
Parish, Bridgeport. Effective date 
was August 1.

REVEREND JAKUB 
RACHWALSKI, appointed 
Parochial Vicar, Holy Name of 
Jesus Parish, Stamford. Effective 
date is September.

diaconate

DEACON STEPHEN HODSON, 
appointed to Saint Francis of Assisi 
Parish, Weston. Effective date is 
September 1 for a term of 5 years. 

chaPlain 

DEACON GEORGE KAIN, 
appointed to Chaplain, 
Ridgefield Police Department. 
Effective date was July 31 for a 
term of three years.

deanery

REVEREND MICHAEL DUNN, 
appointed to Dean of Our Lady 
Queen of Confessors Deanery D. 
Effective date was August 18.

other

REVEREND GREG J. MARKEY, 
appointment extended as Chaplain, 
Thomas Aquinas College, 
Northfield, MA. Effective date was 
June 30 for a term of three years.

REVEREND COREY PICCININO, 
appointed to the College of 
Consultors. Effective date is 
September 1 for a term of five years.

retirement

DEACON THOMAS J. 
MCMANUS, retiring from the 
Diocese of Bridgeport. Effective 
date was July 1.

leaVe of absence

REVEREND JOHN J. PEREZ, 
leave of Absence. Effective date 
was July 31.

Reverend Francis T. Hoffmann
Vicar for Clergy
September, 2022

EDITOR’S CHOICE
First Day of School!

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL in Norwalk welcomed Pre-K 
3 and 4’s students to school on August 31. It was a fun day—and a giant 
step—for students and their parents. All Saints Catholic School serves 
over 350 students in Preschool through eighth grade on its beautiful 5-acre 

campus with playing fields and a full 
outdoor track. The facility includes spa-
cious classrooms, science labs, a state-
of-the-art library and innovation center, 
a chapel where Mass is celebrated, a full 
gymnasium, a large cafeteria, and an 
auditorium with seating for 650 people. 
All Saints will host its annual “Back to 
School” picnic for students and families 
on September 11 from 12 noon to 1:30 
pm. It is located at 139 West Rocks 
Road in Norwalk. Visit the web:  
www.allsaintsnorwalk.com.           n
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Editorial

It’s easy to lose hope when 
the world seems to be fall-
ing apart. Every day there’s 
another report of a random 

shooting or a violent protest or 
record inflation or politicians 
promising to solve problems they 
created.  

What can you do beside 
crawling back under the covers 
and turning off the TV, social 
media and your cellphone? 

I’m no scholar, and I usually 
have to read St. Paul’s words a 
few times to understand them, 
but I’m convinced the Letter to 
the Romans could have been 
written for our predicament in 
21st century America because 
he talks about the importance of 
hope when society seems to be 

collapsing all around us. 
“We rejoice in our hope of 

sharing the glory of God,” he 
said. “More than that, we rejoice 
in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces charac-
ter, and character produces hope, 
and hope does not disappoint 
us, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been 
given to us.”

Did you get all that? (I had to 
read it three times.) Hope amid 
suffering is a message for our age. 
Every practicing Catholic I know 
wants a spiritual transfusion of 
hope.

Let me tell you a story about 
hope, a story about a fellow 

named “Little Bob.” They called 
him “little” because, well, he 
was little, but in the long run he 
was larger than life to people he 
helped.

Bob had a hard life, much of 
it his own creation, because for 
years he abused alcohol. He lost 
jobs and his marriage fell apart. 
Then, after a lot of personal 
torment, he joined a 12-step 
program for alcoholics and got 
sober. Sobriety was work, but 

pretty soon, his life started to 
get better. He found hope in his 
Higher Power, aka God. He got 
a one-bedroom apartment, left 
behind his drinking buddies and 
made new friends. He started 
looking at life differently. 

In the morning when he 
woke up, he always asked God 
what was on the agenda for 
that day, because he knew there 
was a heavenly “to do” list. He 
also knew that the people he 
would encounter had been put 
in his path by God for a reason. 
Sometimes, he was supposed to 
offer a kind word, other times to 
listen with compassion, and still 
other times to provide advice, a 
prayer or a favor.

Whenever he asked God what 
he should do, he got an answer. 
You see, he was living the 11th 
step of Alcoholics Anonymous: 
We “sought through prayer and 
meditation to improve our con-
scious contact with God as we 
understood him, praying only for 
knowledge of his will for us and 
the power to carry that out.”

Think about that. Isn’t it the 
same thing we’re supposed to 
do as Catholics—turn our lives 
over to the care of God? And 
shouldn’t we always be asking 
for the power to carry out his will 
in our lives, since God has a spe-
cific plan tailored for each of us? 
And never forget that his plan is 
infinitely better than our plan. 

If we commit to doing God’s 

will on a daily basis, we’ll ulti-
mately accomplish more than 
humanly imaginable because God 
will be doing the heavy lifting. 

All Little Bob had to say was, 
“Lord, lead me where you want 
me to go today. Show me what 
you want me to do today.” It was 
such a simple but enormously 
powerful prayer.

Another person I know says 
a similar prayer every morning, 
which goes like this: “Dear God, 
I pledge my allegiance to you. I 
give you my life, my work and 
my heart. In turn, please give me 
the grace of obeying your every 
direction to the fullest possible 
extent.”

You can be sure that God has 
a “to do” list for every one of us 
… every day. All we have to do 
is ask. Some people are hurting, 
some need compassion, others 
need guidance, some need to be 
told God loves them, others need 
to be told God forgives them. 
And still others need to be led out 
of the darkness … and into the 
light.

There’s a lot of work to be 
done to bring Christ into a world 
bereft of hope, one person at a 
time, one day at a time.         n

Along with the rest and 
relaxation I hope to 
find each summer 
comes a goal that I set 

for myself. I need something to 
aim for, even if it’s as simple as 
planting a few more vegetables 
in the garden or printing some of 
last year’s favorite photos from 
my phone. Early this summer, 
I decided to up the challenge. I 
decided to run.

The excitement of trying some-
thing new, especially that which 

would benefit my mind and body, 
motivated me, and I turned to my 
daughter Elizabeth for support. As 
a high school cross country runner 
with miles behind her, she knew 
just the advice to give me, includ-
ing the importance of stamina and 
starting slow. Together, we made 
a plan, bought new sneakers, and 
chose a 5K for mid-October. She 
liked that it was near the water; I 
liked that it was “shaded, with flat 
roads.” No pressure, she said. Just 
take it easy. And so, I began.

I learned, however, that plan-
ning is a lot easier than execu-
tion. I did start slow, but all too 
soon reverted to my familiar pace 
of walking, albeit quickly. I tried 
listening to music one day then 
leaving the airpods at home the 
next. I tried running early one 
day then in the evening the next. 
Treadmill or road? Podcast or 
not? An avid walker, I thought 
running or even jogging would be 
the next step, but I couldn’t find 
that rhythm. After a few weeks, 
my summer goal appeared to be 
unattainable. I refused to quit 
but wondered, where was that 
profound sense of well-being and 
spiritual comfort that so many 
said I would find? As I pounded 
my feet upon the sidewalks, I 
wondered how anyone could ever 
find this enjoyable.

Frustrated, I turned again to 
Elizabeth, asking for her “secret.” 
What was that innate motivation 
that kept her going, traversing the 

gravel trails and wooded paths 
each day, ponytail flying? “Run 
to the beat of your heart,” she 
said, relaying advice she once 
received. “That’s what I do.”

And so, I began again. 
Following the path I wanted 
to take was not easy, but if it 
was, the challenge would be 
for naught. What is easy is to 
abandon the goal—be it a per-

sonal one, a professional one, or 
one through the neighborhood, 
cautiously beckoning a hesitant 
runner. Uncertainty and doubt 
remained each morning when I 

laced up my sneak-
ers—but lace them up 
I did, remembering 
Elizabeth’s words 
and the words from 
Romans that have 
helped me through 
other challenges: “we. 
. . glory in tribula-
tions, knowing that 
tribulation produces 
perseverance.”

I’ll admit that 
when the summer 
heat hung heavy, I 
avoided the hills and 

walked more often than jogged, 
but day by day, I found a rhythm, 
one I aim to continue. And come 
October, for at least part of the 
race, I’ll be running to the beat of 
my heart.                                  n

Running to the beat of my heart
collecting moments

by emily clark

Emily Clark is a writer and teacher, 

and member of St Theresa Parish

in Trumbull.

Looking for hope in America

swimming UPstream

by Joe Pisani

Joe Pisani has been a writer 

and editor for 30 years.

“After a few weeks, my summer 

goal appeared to be unattainable. 

I refused to quit but wondered, 

where was that profound sense of 

well-being and spiritual comfort 

that so many said I would find?”

“Sobriety was work,  

but pretty soon,  

his life started to get 

better. He found hope  

in his Higher Power,  

aka God”
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School News
By BRIAN D. WALLACE

BRIDGEPORT —The first day of school is always 
filled with excitement, optimism and promise! So 
welcome back to our 7,000 students, more than 800 
faculty and staff, volunteers and donors—and all those 
who contribute to the historic mission of our Catholic 
schools!

At the annual opening convocation for Catholic 
Educators, held last week at the Klein Memorial 
Auditorium in Bridgeport, Dr. Steven Cheeseman, 
Superintendent of Schools,  spoke to teachers through-
out the diocese, offering words of thanks, challenge and 
encouragement.

“Without a doubt these last few years have been 
stressful ones. As an educator you have to grapple 
not only with your own personal stress, but also, the 
increased anxiety and stress felt by our students and 
their families,” said Dr. Cheeseman, who also discussed 
the teacher’s vocation and the difficulty of educating 
our youth academically, personally and spiritually in 
the contemporary culture.

“In a world where almost everything they see in the 
news, on social media and on TV models the worst of 
society—often representing a culture that is seemingly 
devoid of goodness and is concerned, not with building 
people up but with tearing people down, we must show 
them the best of humanity. We must foster in students 
an ability to manage and positively express their emo-
tions, to feel and show empathy for others, to establish 
and maintain positive relationships, to engage in mean-
ingful discourse, and to make responsible decisions. We 
need to walk with them, to accompany them and we 
must be for them, the face, the hands, and the heart of 
Christ. We must remember that our students are more 
than just the sum of their academic achievements and 
therefore we must be committed to leading them to the 
truth, showing them what is truly beautiful and demon-
strating what is truly good.”

Dr. Cheeseman praised Catholic school teachers for 
weathering the storm of the past two years and doing so 
with dedication and courage—while always being there 
for the students.

“Nonetheless you continue to show up and stand up 
for your kids. You continue to put your students first 
and you continue to recognize their worth and their 
dignity as children created in the image and likeness 
of God. This is a huge task, but you don’t do it alone.  
You and the colleagues seated beside you are part of a 
special community. Lean on each other.”

Superintendent Cheeseman reminded teachers that 
in a time of stress, they can always  draw on the legacy 
of those who came before them. “As Catholic School 
educators you are part of the legacy that was created 
and nourished by the religious sisters and brothers who 
dedicated their lives to the education and well-being of 
young people. Today as we face these challenges, we 
stand, not in their shadow but on their shoulders.” 

The Superintendent thanked teachers for all that 
they do for the young people of the diocese and urged 
them to remember that “we have been entrusted with 
Gods greatest gift, gifts not only to their parents, but to 
our future...and that that gift, that great promise of pos-
sibility is placed in our hands.  May God Bless you in 
your work and may Our lady shower her blessings on 
you and our entire Catholic School Community. Have 
a great year everyone!”    n

School’s In!



September 2022
15

Foundations in Education

BRIDGEPORT—
Foundations in Education 
is delighted to announce the 
appointment of Emily Carriero 
as Assistant Director of 
Development.

“We are happy to have 
Emily join our team,” com-
mented Executive Director 
Holly Doherty-Lemoine. “She 
brings a good deal of experi-
ence and her strong faith to 
Foundations in Education. 
We are eager to introduce her 
to our donors and friends and 
schedule her school visits so 
she can speak first hand to the 
inspiring work of our teachers 
and students!”

As Assistant Director of 
Development for Foundations 
in Education, Emily is respon-
sible for managing a compre-
hensive development program 
including annual giving, 
grants, events, donor cultiva-
tion and stewardship.

Emily has worked at non-
profit organizations for more 
than seven years, most recent-
ly where she was a develop-
ment manager, responsible 
for fundraising and where 
she organized events, created 
content, and managed mul-
tiple social media platforms, 
one with over 1 million fol-
lowers. She is eager to bring 
her knowledge and skillset to 
Foundations In Education, 

Foundations in Education 
welcomes Emily Carriero

Inc. to broaden our friend and 
donor base, oversee annual 
fundraising initiatives, and man-
age fundraising events, so as to 
contribute to help educate youth 
and empower them in their faith 
journey. 

Emily is a member of the 
Association of Fundraising 
Professionals and holds a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree from 
Manhattanville College. In her 
spare time, Emily serves as an 
elder at Rye Presbyterian Church, 
a role she has held for six years. 
She enjoys dance and continues 
in this hobby as her schedule 
permits.

Emily is passionate about 
working to educate youth in their 
faith journey. “In what seems 
like such a broken world we 
live in today, I think it’s critical 

now more than ever to instill 
such important values and 
beliefs to the next generation. 
I am overjoyed to work with 
Foundations in Education,” 
remarked Emily.

The mission of Foundations 
in Education is to strength-
en and transform Catholic 
education in the Diocese of 
Bridgeport by supporting 
innovation in academic and 
extra-curricular programs, 
fostering opportunities for the 
professional development of 
school leaders in innovation 
and leadership and providing 
scholarship assistance to fami-
lies in need.

(For more information about 
Foundations in Education, please 
visit www.foundationsineduca-
tion.org)                                 n

BRIDGEPORT—Did you 
know you can support your favor-
ite charity through your IRA?  

The House of Representatives 
recently approved HR 2954, the  
“Securing a Strong Retirement Act 
of 2022,”  which raises the mini-
mum age at which a donor must 
begin taking Required Minimum 
Distributions (RMDs) from 72 to 
age 75 phased in over time. 

Yet holders of Individual 
Retirement Accounts (IRAs) can 
still do good by donating up to 

Giving Qualified Charitable Distributions 
through your IRA

$100,000 per year to their favorite 
charities, and save money while 
doing it, through a Qualified 
Charitable Distribution (QCD).

Several donors to 
Foundations in Education 
have chosen to make donations 
through Qualified Charitable 
Distributions. We asked Bonnie 
and Bob Kreitler of Easton to 
share with us why they chose 
this vehicle for giving.  “Our tax 
people argue that charitable giv-
ing from your IRA can be very 

tax efficient. Leaving IRA money 
to your heirs can be very tax 
in-efficient. Our accountant says 
reducing one’s IRAs while living 
and leaving other assets to your 
family can sometimes save a lot 
in money, reducing the amount 
paid the government. Thus we 
do,” shared Bob Kreitler. 

A Qualified Charitable 
Distribution donation made to 
a charitable organization from 
an IRA in 2022 can satisfy the 
required annual minimum with-

drawal while actually lowering 
the donor’s taxable income. The 
eligible age for a QCD remains at 
701/2, yet recent changes to tax 
laws have instituted new limits. 
Be sure to check with your finan-
cial advisor when considering 
efficient ways to support your 
favorite charity.

Foundations in Education’s 
Executive Director Holly Doherty-
Lemoine noted “We are exceed-
ingly grateful to Bonnie and Bob 
and the other individuals who 
took the time to consider this 
giving vehicle to Foundations in 
Education. Their creative use of 
their retirement investment is both 
efficient and beneficial, a further 
investment in our students!”

Foundations in Education 
is committed to strengthen and 

transform the mission of Catholic 
education in the Diocese of 
Bridgeport by supporting innova-
tion in academic and extra-cur-
riculum programs, fostering 
opportunities for the professional 
development of school leaders in 
innovation and leadership and 
providing scholarship assistance 
to families in need.

To learn more about Qualified 
Charitable Distributions to 
non-profits, and how they fit into 
your philanthropy strategy, please 
speak with your financial advisor. 

(For more information on mak-
ing a donation to Foundations in 
Education, visit www.foundation-
sineducation.org, or contact Holly 
Doherty-Lemoine, CFRE, Executive 
Director, at Holly@foundationsined-
ucation.org or 203.416.1642.)         n

Emily carriEro
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School News

8 3  D E C I S I O N S  I N  7 2  H O U R S

By NOELLE DEBES

BRIDGEPORT—On 
Wednesday, August 24, the 
Board of Directors of the 
Catholic Academy of Bridgeport 
unanimously approved the 
appointment of Timothy D. 
Jensen and Thomas J. Walsh, Jr. 

as Board members. 
Both new members were 

nominated in July, and presented 
to Bishop Frank J. Caggiano for 
final consideration. After approv-
al by the Bishop, the full Board 

CAB welcomes two  
new Board Members

voted on their appointment.
“Tim and Tom are incredible 

new additions to our Board,” said 
CAB Board Chair, John Kreitler. 
“They are truly committed to 
our strategic vision and to the 
long-term success of the Catholic 
Academy of Bridgeport.”

Jensen is a product of Catholic 

education, having attended 
Immaculate Conception School 
and Archbishop Stepinac High 
School in Westchester County. 
After graduating from Harvard 
College with a BA in History, he 

earned his MBA from UCLA, 
and recently earned a Masters 
from Northwestern University.

He spent over 30 years in 
the finance industry, investing 
in emerging markets, until his 
retirement in 2021. The majority 
of Jensen’s career was spent as 
a co-manager of portfolios of 
emerging markets equities in 
his last job at Oaktree Capital 
Management. Throughout his 
career, he was able to work and 
travel with his family throughout 
Asia, Latin America and Eastern 
Europe, and says his time abroad 
highlighted the blessings of life 
in America, the needs of many 
overseas, and the importance of 
education in the development of 
a society.

“My wife, Susan, and I have 
been long-time supporters of the 
Catholic Academy of Bridgeport 
through the Rising Stars schol-
arship program. We believe that 
children need and deserve a sup-
portive school environment where 
they can become well-educated. 
We also believe our support trans-
lates into high-impact educational 
outcomes at CAB,” Jensen com-
mented. “By joining the Board, 
I hope I can contribute to further 
improvements in students’ experi-
ences and outcomes.” 

The Jensens live in New 
Canaan, where they are parish-
ioners at St. Aloysius. They have 
three grown children, and recent-
ly became grandparents.

Walsh is a principal at Brody 
Wilkinson PC in Fairfield, and 
serves on the firm’s executive 
committee. He is also a Fellow 
of the American Bar Association 
and is actively involved in the 
ABA’s Business Law Section 
and is its Budget Officer. He is 
a Martindale-Hubbell AV-rated 
attorney and has been selected for 
inclusion in The Best Lawyers of 
America in the fields of business 
organizations, real estate law, 
and corporate law.

Early in his career, Walsh 
served as town attorney for 
the Town of Fairfield, and he 
is engaged in a wide variety 
of civic endeavors in Fairfield 
County. He is also a member of 
the Fairfield Rotary Club and a 
recipient of a Paul Harris Fellow 
award in recognition of his ser-
vice to this organization. 

“I am a believer in the Catholic 
Academy of Bridgeport’s com-
mitment to teaching the whole 
child: mind, body and spirit.  And 
I see the four Academy campuses 
being particularly beneficial for 
struggling families looking for a 
safe, stable and warm educational 
environment for their children,” 

Walsh said. “I am excited to work 
with the staff and Board members, 
and to educate others about the 
Academy’s mission.”

Walsh graduated with a 
BA in Political Science from 
the University of Connecticut, 
and obtained his JD from the 
University of Connecticut School 
of Law. Walsh grew up in 
Darien, where he and his family 
were parishioners of St. John 
Church. He and his wife, Cathy, 
have two grown children and 
live in Fairfield, CT where they 
are parishioners at St. Thomas 
Aquinas.

“As we continue to plan for 
the vibrant future of the Catholic 
Academy of Bridgeport, I am 
confident that Tim and Tom’s 
passion for education, coupled 
with their experience in finance, 
law and other areas will have 
an immediate impact on our 
efforts,” Kreitler shared. “Tim’s 
strong belief in improving edu-
cational access and Tom’s back-
ground in civic endeavors are 
perfectly aligned with the mission 
of the Catholic Academy of 
Bridgeport.”

Jensen and Walsh join the 
existing Catholic Academy of 
Bridgeport Board of Directors: 
John Kreitler (Chair), James 
Bailey (Co-Vice Chair), Bradford 
Evans (Co-Vice Chair), Sheila 
Clancy (Secretary), Robert 
Lendrim (Treasurer), Angela 
Pohlen (Executive Director), 
Dennis Boyd, Tony Fox, Michael 
Jones, John Kennedy, Jody 
Myers, Brian O’Hare, Henry 
Rondon, William Russell, 
Marylou Queally Salvati, Sergio 
Toni, Most Rev. Frank J. 
Caggiano (ex-officio), and Dr. 
Steven Cheeseman (ex-officio).

(For more information or to 
support the Catholic Academy of 
Bridgeport, please contact Susan 
Cecere at 203.362.2990.)          n

 timotHy D. JEnSEn tHomaS J. WalSH, Jr. 

CATHEDRAL ACADEMY-SAINT AUGUSTINE SCHOOL OF BRIDGEPORT—The school is located behind the 
historic cathedral on the St. Augustine Campus.
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St. Catherine Center for Special Needs

8 3  D E C I S I O N S  I N  7 2  H O U R S

FAIRFIELD—Anne O. 
McCrory and Charles “Jerry” 
Hemenway, both of Fairfield, 
will be recognized for Leadership 
and Volunteer Service at 
Saint Catherine Center for 
Special Needs’ Annual “Joy & 
Gratitude” Dinner. The signa-
ture fundraiser will be held at 
the McClinch Family Center at 
St. Catherine of Siena Parish in 
Trumbull on Sunday, October 2, 
from 5 to 9 p.m.

“In their different roles, both 
Anne and Jerry have been there 
for us as advisors and advocates, 
especially as we have grown,” 
said Helen Burland, the Center’s 
Executive Director. “We’re so 
glad to have this opportunity to 
celebrate their service.”

The awards are given each 
year. McCrory will receive the 
Leadership Award. As Chief 
Legal and Real Estate Officer 
for the Diocese, Anne has 
played a significant role for 
Saint Catherine Center as a key 
resource and advisor in every-
thing from the Center’s lease to 
its expansion plans. “Anne is our 
go-to person in the Diocese,” 
said Helen Burland, Executive 
Director. “While her extensive 
legal and management experience 
have helped us navigate many 

McCrory and Hemenway to be honored  
at Annual ‘Joy & Gratitude’ Dinner

scenarios, most valued is her 
commitment to our mission.” 

“I’ve always been extremely 
proud to represent the Center 
and humbled by their work 
and unwavering dedication to 
the mission of the families they 
serve,” McCrory said.

Hemenway will be recognized 
for his Volunteer Service. As 
a pediatrician in Fairfield for 
the past 48 years, his medical 
background was helpful as the 
Center addressed the complexity 
of providing direct service during 
the pandemic. Through his prac-
tice he has acted as an advocate 

for the Center, referring patients 
when appropriate. As a Board 
member for the past 22 years, 
Hemenway has witnessed Saint 
Catherine Academy’s move from 

the Catholic Center to Fairfield 
in 2007, its evolution into Saint 
Catherine Center, and is now 
looking forward to the Center’s 
expansion over the next year. 

“This has been one of the best 
chapters in my life,” Hemenway 
said. “I have enjoyed it tremen-
dously. Seeing the school grow, 
the students thrive, the dedication 
of the staff, Helen’s leadership, 
the enthusiasm of the Catholic 
community in the Diocese, and 
the gratitude of the parents has 
made it all more than worth-
while.”

Both McCrory and Hemenway 
are parishioners at St. Anthony of 
Padua Church in Fairfield.

To register to attend the 
“Joy and Gratitude” Dinner on 
October 2, visit www.bidpal.net/
sccdinner22, or contact Laura 
Grozier at 203-540-5381.

Be Ignited!

FairfieldPREP.org

Open House
Sun., Oct. 2
Sat., Nov. 19

Fairfield College Preparatory School is a 

Jesuit, Catholic high school of excellence, 

which transforms young men to Be Innovative, 
Be Creative and Be Men for Others. 

Saint Catherine Center for 
Special Needs includes Saint 
Catherine Academy, a state-ap-
proved, private special education 
school in Fairfield, Conn., serv-
ing students ages 5-22 of all faiths 
who are impacted with autism, 
intellectual, and developmen-
tal disabilities. It also includes 
an Adult Services Program, 
approved by the Department of 
Developmental Services, which 
offers opportunities for adults 
with disabilities to learn new 
skills and participate in vocation-
al and community-based activi-
ties. The Center also serves as a 
resource for faith formation and 
inclusion for parishes throughout 
the Diocese of Bridgeport. For 
more information, visit the web-
site at StCatherineCenter.org, call 
203.540.5381, or email info@
stcatherinecenter.org.                n

WESTPORT—On Saturday, October 8 at 6:30 pm (after 
5:30 pm Mass), St. Luke Parish, Westport, will host a simple 

pasta dinner followed by a Reflection 
on “Simply Living with a Franciscan 
Spirit in the 21st Century” presented 
by Father Joseph Cavoto, OFM.

Father Joe is a Franciscan Friar 
of the Holy Name Province at the 
Church of St Francis, New York 
City. He is a Spiritual Director and 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker. In 
his own words: “I am a grateful com-
panion to sisters and brothers in par-
ticular moments in their life journey. 
I consider it a sacred trust to listen to 
their stories which are for me echoes 
of the Gospel we try to live each day”

This event is supported by a 
Grant from the Foundations in Faith 
Program of the Diocese of Bridgeport. 
Reservations: 203.227.7245 or 
stluke@optonline.net  n

annE o. mccrory cHarlES “JErry” HEmEnWay

‘Simply Living’  
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Foundations in Faith
By ROSE BRENNAN 

BRIDGEPORT—As the sum-
mer draws to a close, many parish-
es are gearing up for a productive 
school year where their youngest 
parishioners are concerned. But 
certain parishes didn’t slow down 
at all during the dog days of sum-
mer, thanks to Foundations in 
Faith’s mini grant program.

The mini grant program pro-
vides grants between $500 and 
$2,000 for parishes and programs 
demonstrating exceptional inno-
vation or exceptional need. They 
were once only available through 
the St. John Paul II Fund for 
Religious Education and Faith 
Formation, but following a deci-
sion made by the foundation’s 
board of trustees last year, the 
opportunity opened up to all nine 
of the foundation’s funds.

Once the opportunity opened 
up to all nine funds, demand for 

Small but mighty: Grants inspire Summer Service

mini grants skyrocketed, and 12 
ministries applied for and received 
mini grants last fiscal year.

Toward the beginning of sum-
mer, Foundations in Faith made 
a push for religious education and 

faith formation programs to host 
engaging and fun new approaches 
to youth and young adult minis-
try. One of the mini grants sup-
ported St. Aloysius Parish in New 
Canaan and St. Matthew Church 

in Norwalk. The two parishes 
hosted a Summer Mission Day for 
their teen ministries on July 12, 
and were also joined by teenagers 
from St. Francis of Assisi Church 
in Weston and St. Michael and St. 
Paul Churches in Greenwich.

According to Chris Otis, 
St. Aloysius’ youth minister, a 
Summer Mission Day was a won-
derful opportunity for teenagers 
to engage in service and remain 
close to home. And she and St. 
Matthew’s youth group director 
Olivia Buisson were committed 
to making it happen.

“We had a dream of engaging 
young people from various par-
ishes together who might not be 
able to go away for a whole week 
of service on a summer mission 
trip,” she said. “Gathering teens 
together illustrates to them the 
power of prayer, love and service 
and that their love can make a 
huge difference in someone’s life, 
even if just for a moment.”

The Summer Mission Day 
centered on the theme “Love 
Makes the Difference.” And if 
that was the theme of the day, the 
prayer of the day was the Rosary, 
which the teens committed to 
praying one decade at a time 
throughout the day of service.

Following morning Mass, 
icebreakers, a Gospel reflection 
and lunch, the teens depart-
ed St. Matthew for their first 
worksite: Filling in the Blanks, 
a non-profit in Norwalk seeking 
to end childhood hunger. Once 
they arrived, the group prepared 
over 1,000 weekend food bags 
for children eligible for free or 
reduced lunch.

But even with such an accom-

plishment, the day was far from 
over. Following a small group 
reflection on the corporal work 
of mercy they just performed, the 
group headed to Malta House, a 
transitional housing program for 
pregnant women.

The work at Malta House 
certainly combined faith and 
fun. The teenagers hosted a mini 
carnival and barbecue dinner 
for the mothers and children of 
Malta House’s Partnering Success 
alumni program and community 
outreach members. And while a 
carnival might be a commonplace 
scene during the summer, it meant 
something much more to Chris 
Otis, St. Aloysius’ youth minister.

“As I stood back and watched 
the scene, all I saw was an out-
pouring of love,” she said.  “The 
teens brought forth smiles and 
joy from the children as they 
splashed in water, found triumph 
in winning a game or had their 
face painted.”

Following cleanup, Deacon 
William Santulli led an evening 
prayer in the Malta House chap-
el, when the teens were able to 
share their experiences and reflect 
on the day with their peers. But 
according to Otis, even if the day 
had ended, the teens’ mission to 
live out their faith continued.

“When we ended evening 
prayer, our challenge to the group 
was to continue to listen to God’s 
call and to answer Him by put-
ting their faith into action back at 
their individual parishes and in 
their own lives,” she said.

Otis would love to see more 
mission days occur throughout the 
Diocese of Bridgeport, a sentiment 
she shares with Kelly Weldon, 
Foundations in Faith’s director. 
But in order to fund them, the 
foundation needs a bit of help.

“Mini grants create what I like 
to call ‘Holy Spirit opportunities,’ 
but this year, all but $1,300 was 
distributed to pastoral ministries 
in our diocese,” Weldon said. 
“That will only cover one mini 
grant ‘Holy Spirit opportunity.’ 
We hope that folks in the diocese 
will be struck by the impact of 
our mini grant program and help 
fund future innovative and need-
ed programs.”

(To learn more about Foundations 
in Faith’s mini grant program, visit 
foundationsinfaith.org/current-op-
portunities. To donate, please call 
203.416.1392.)                 n

MINI GRANTS—The Foundations in Faith mini grant program provides grants between $500 and $2,000 for parishes 
and programs demonstrating exceptional innovation or need.  Two parishes hosted Summer Mission Day with the funds.
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Bereavement Program
GREENWICH — Father 

Richard Murphy of St. Michael 
the Archangel Parish has seen the 
face of grief … and the heartbreak 
and guilt the loss of a loved one 
can cause. It’s all around us, and 
sometimes we’re not even aware 
people are suffering.

“Death is so tragic and some-
times it can even stop us from 
living,” he says. “A lot of people 
feel guilty and angry and think 
their lives will never be the same 
again.”

Father, who is associate pastor 
at St. Michael, is also a trained 
facilitator in the highly acclaimed 
New Day Bereavement Program 
offered by Catholic Cemeteries 
for the Diocese of Bridgeport. 
The program, which has been 
held in several parishes, is being 
made available to others.

“There are many people 
desperately hurting with very 
few resources for their healing,” 
Father said. “New Day is faith-
based and offers the best message 
for healing from such pain and 
suffering. Unfortunately, many 
parishes have nothing really sub-
stantial to support people who are 
grieving.”

The nine-week program is 
held once a week for 90 minutes 
with a small group of participants 
and two co-facilitators, who 
accompany parishioners on their 
journey from grief to healing. 
New Day sessions include prayer, 
Scripture readings, journaling and 
sharing responses to questions 
in the “New Day Journal: A 
Journey from Grief to Healing” 
by Dominican Sister Mauryeen 
O’Brien, O.P. Sister, who has 
decades of experience as a grief 
counselor, has written several 
books and was the longtime 
coordinator for the bereaved at 
the Family Life Office of the 
Archdiocese of Hartford.

Carolyn Killian, the Director 
of Bereavement for Catholic 
Cemeteries, conducted the pro-
gram with Father Murphy last 
spring and hopes to bring it to 
other parishes and train more 
facilitators “in our effort to 
extend support and comfort to 
our families.”

“We have seen young people 
and old people in deep grief,” she 
said. “We’ve seen many, many 
parents who have lost children. 
There are so many people strug-
gling to figure out how to go 

A priest discusses grief after loss
forward with incredible loss, and 
this offers a way to see where 
God is in their grief journey.”

Killian and her colleagues 
have trained 20 facilitators—with 
six more currently being trained 
—from St. Catherine of Siena-St. 

Agnes in Greenwich; St. Michael 
the Archangel in Greenwich; St. 
Roch in Greenwich; St. Thomas 
More in Darien, St. Mary in 
Greenwich and St. Cecilia-St. 
Gabriel, and St. Leo in Stamford.

She recently began an out-
reach to Spanish-speaking par-
ishes and is working with Father 
J. Abelardo Vasquez, pastor of 
St. Charles Borromeo Church in 
Bridgeport.

“I highly recommend the 
program,” Father Murphy said. 
“Sometimes people have had 
experience with programs that 
weren’t well formed for the parish 
level, or they think they are getting 
in over their head by trying to 
work with people who are griev-
ing. It can be a daunting idea, but 
this program teaches you how to 
walk with them through what they 
are experiencing.”

The range of emotions peo-
ple who are grieving feel can be 
debilitating, he said.

“Many are guilty for moving 
on and some even think, ‘If I am 
happy again, I don’t love the per-
son I lost,’” he said.

However since the program 
is faith-based and centers on 
Catholic teaching, it shows them 
that life doesn’t end in death for 
those who passed.

“Jesus wants us to live a full, 
abundant life in this world and 
in the next, so bereavement is 
the work of the Gospel,” Father 
said. “Jesus came to heal and 
save people to get them through 
grief—not to avoid it—so this is 
part of what Jesus himself came 
to do.”

Participating in the program 
helps people realize they are not 
alone, and even though every per-

son’s experience can be different, 
there is a degree of commonality.

“For example, some are angry, 
and their anger can be directed at 
people they believe are responsi-
ble—or even the deceased for not 
taking care of themselves with 
health issues,” he said. “Often 
times, there is anger at God for 
not intervening as they thought 
he should have. And then, they 
are often guilty about feeling the 
anger, heaped on top of their hor-
rible feeling of grief.”

Father Murphy says many 
of those who are grieving think 
that if they go through differ-
ent phases, they will “be done” 
with the process, but that’s often 
not the case, and they become 
frightened to discover their grief 
persists.     

“I’ve heard people say the 
second year was worse than the 
first,” he said. “From what I’ve 
learned, people have this mistak-
en understanding that if you get 
through the first year, the second 
will necessarily be better. But if 
the grief persists, they become 
afraid they will never get through 
it. But they do.”

“While there are those who 
deal naturally with grief over the 
loss of a loved one, they are few 

and far between,” he said.
When the program concludes, 

the group gets together a month 
later so they can maintain their 
relationships.

“We encourage them to stay 
in touch and build a road of 
access,” he said. “And the facil-
itators are always available if 
someone has a crisis. We don’t 
want the relationships they 
developed to disappear. And as a 
priest, I let them know they can 
always reach out to me.”

Killian said her goal is to train 
more facilitators and get more 
parishes involved.

The program is being offered 
at St. Catherine of Siena-
St. Agnes, St. Michael the 
Archangel, St. Thomas More and 
soon at St. Cecilia-St. Gabriel in 
Stamford.

Killian said she relies on vol-
unteer bereavement facilitators to 
conduct the New Day sessions.

“We are looking for individ-
uals who are interested in being 
trained to serve as bereavement 
facilitators,” she said. “Most 
volunteers have experienced loss 
in their own lives and want to 
accompany fellow parishioners 
on their journey from grief to 
healing.”

Anyone interested in sup-
porting fellow parishioners who 
are grieving and would like to 
volunteer for this ministry should 
contact her at 203.404.0023 or by 
email at carolyn.killian@ctceme-
teries.org

For further information about 
the program, go to www.bridge-
portdiocese.org/cemeteries/
bereavement

“People are drawn to be 
facilitators when they have been 
through grief themselves and they 
want to do something to help 
others,” she said. “Sometimes 
they don’t know quite what they 
can do, but when they hear about 
this, they’re drawn to it and sign 
up. It’s a healing experience to 
be a facilitator, and it has a huge 
impact on a person’s spiritual 
journey. It is incredibly healing to 
be around other volunteers. It is 
also an extraordinary way to get 
closer to God.”                          n
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“Many are guilty for 

moving on and some 

even think, ‘If I am 

happy again, I don’t 

love the person I lost”
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Estate Planning

By BOB O’BRIEN

The Diocese of Bridgeport 
has begun a partnership with 
FreeWill to allow parishioners 
to document their end-of-life 
wishes in a simple and cost-free 
manner.

In an email to the diocese, 
Bishop Caggiano recently 
announced the partnership, 
which was also sponsored by 
Foundations in Faith, Charity 
and Education, as well as 
Catholic Cemeteries of the 
Diocese of Bridgeport, as a way 
to help parishioners “ensure 
their Catholic legacies.” 

FreeWill has already part-
nered with over 30 Catholic dio-
ceses and supporting organiza-
tions, to help their constituents 

‘Freewill’ planning resources now available 
to parishioners across the diocese

write their legal wills online, 
oftentimes in 20 minutes or less. 
FreeWill also offers the oppor-
tunity to complete a living will 

and financial power of attorney. 
“The act of writing your 

legal will can feel daunting,” 
said Bishop Caggiano, “but it 
allows you to ensure that your 
healthcare, funeral, burial, and 
estate plans are aligned with 
your Catholic values.” 

“As you consider how to 
steward what God has entrusted 
to your care, writing your will 
is a powerful way to protect 

the people you love and cre-
ate a legacy that extends your 
Catholic faith for generations to 
come.”

If you haven’t yet document-
ed your plans, you’re not alone. 
According to FreeWill approx-
imately 60% of Americans do 

not have a will. 
FreeWill also allows parish-

ioners to leave a legacy gift to 
their Parish, diocesan ministry 

or Catholic Foundation in their 
estate plans. This can be done 
through a bequest or naming the 
organization as a beneficiary to 
one of their non-probate assets. 

Bob O’Brien is the Director 
of Planned Giving for the 
Diocese and encourages parish-
ioners to use FreeWill as a way 
to begin their estate planning. 
“Many parishioners in our dio-
cese have intentions to support 
their parish or other Catholic 
ministries upon their passing, 
but haven’t necessarily put their 
pen to paper. FreeWill allows 
them to create a will online that 
can always be revoked if cir-
cumstances change.” 

FreeWill walks parishio-
ners through all steps of the 
will-writing process. The infor-
mation you provide is turned 
into legal language, and provid-
ed back to you as a printable 
document for you to sign and 
keep safe. 

“The great thing about 
FreeWill is that it walks you 
through each section of your 
will,” says O’Brien. “Like 
many modern platforms, such 

as Turbo Tax, it asks you to 
answer several questions and 
then generates a legal document 
that can be printed and signed.” 

“You’ll receive a peace of 
mind knowing that you, your 
family, and any organizations 
you hold dear to your heart are 
taken care of. It requires a small 
investment of time, but well 
worth the effort.”

The Diocese, while pro-
moting the FreeWill service, 
encourages all users to consult 
with an attorney and tax advi-
sor, especially if they have com-
plex needs. 

“If you decide to ultimately 
hire a lawyer, FreeWill is a 
great way to learn about the 
components of your will and 
prepare for such a meeting. 
FreeWill offers explanations of 
each component while provid-
ing you a free draft to present 
to your lawyer,” said O’Brien. 

Given the Catholic Church’s 
teaching around end-of-life 
healthcare decisions, the dio-
cese encourages parishioners 
to consult the Institute for 
Catholic Formation’s page 
on End-of-Life Care in the 
Catholic Tradition (www.for-
mationreimagined.org/guide-
lines-for-end-of-life-decisions) 
if choosing to make healthcare 
decisions in their living will.

To use FreeWill, please 
visit FreeWill.com/
BridgeportDiocese. To learn 
more about FreeWill or estate 
planning, please contact Bob 
O’Brien, diocesan Director of 
Planned Giving, at 203.416.1680 
or robrien@diobpt.org.             n

Free Estate Planning Resource
Have you thought about including your Parish 

or other diocesan ministry in your will? 

Our Diocese has partnered with FreeWill 
to offer you the opportunity to create your legal will for free. 

Using FreeWill’s easy-to-use online platform, 
you can write your will in 20 minutes or less, 
and ensure your Catholic legacy and wishes.

Get started today at FreeWill.com/BridgeportDiocese.  
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St. Gregory the Great

By KatHy-ann GoBin

DANBURY—Every 
Thursday evening people 
come and sit in silence at Saint 
Gregory the Great Parish.

Those gathered are participat-
ing in Centering Prayer, a form of 
prayer that focuses on quieting the 
mind to spend time with Christ. 

“I really believe Centering 
Prayer has a big role in comple-
menting our existing traditional 
Catholic prayers to the Trinity 
and to our Mother Mary,” said 
Michael Hauck, a parishioner of 
Saint Gregory the Great Parish, 
who started the group about a 
month ago. “I think that doing this 
can lead into a comfortableness 
within yourself and with God.”

Hauck, who is known as 
“Brother Michael,” was a long-
time member of the now-defunct 
Benedictine Grange in Redding, 
a spiritual center in the Roman 
Catholic tradition offering litur-
gy, prayer, and support for sever-
al ministries. 

Hauck also works with the 
Catholic Dominican Sisters at 
The Center at Mariandale in 
Ossining, New York. 

“I like to be affiliated with the 
religious orders. People in my 
Benedictine Grange community 
call each other brother and sis-
ter, and I like to be considered a 
brother to people,” he said. 

Hauck has been practicing 
centering prayer for years. “I 
benefited so much from it, that I 
want to share it with other peo-
ple,” he said. 

Centering Prayer was devel-
oped as a response to the Vatican 
II invitation to revive the con-
templative teachings of early 
Christianity, according to the 
Contemplative Outreach organi-
zation, which was formed shortly 
after the first intensive Centering 
Prayer retreat in 1983.

Three Trappist monks at 
St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, 
Massachusetts, Fathers William 
Meninger, Basil Pennington and 
Thomas Keating, are credited 
with presenting the ancient prac-
tices of the Christian contem-
plative heritage in a simplified 
method of silent prayer for con-
temporary people.

As the evening meeting begins, 
participants are seated in a circle 

Centering Prayer quiets the 
mind to spend time with Jesus

Notre Dame isn’t just a 
stepping-stone to college.

It’s a dynamic, life-changing 
experience—a caring and 
creative environment where 
students discover they are 
called to a higher purpose: 
to serve, to lead, and to 
transform society.

NOTRE DAME 
FAIRFIELD CONNECTICUT

OUR MISSION IS YOU.

notredame.org  |  203.372.6521

Open House
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16 AT 1:00 PM

Entrance Exams
SATURDAYS, OCTOBER 29 AND  

NOVEMBER 12 AT 8:00 AM

Please pre-register online.

and Hauck invites those gathered 
to share their experience with 
private centering prayer during 
the past week, often discussing 
successes and challenges.

Hauck reminds the group 
to choose a word to focus on 
during prayer and to not fight any 
thoughts that may come into their 
mind during prayer but to gently 
come back to the word they chose 
to focus on.

Words such as God, Christ, 
Jesus, Mary and Father are used 
to help center prayerful thoughts 
as well as words such as peace, 
love or joy.

He then reads the Lord’s 
prayer slowly and deliberately 
to set the tone for embracing the 
beginning of silence and encour-
ages all those present to close 
their eyes. 

One gong of a ringer and med-
itation bowl, signals the start of 
silence.

Only the creeks of the build-
ing, faint sound of traffic outside 
or a deep breath or sigh of partic-
ipants settling into prayer, breaks 
the silence until Hauck signals 
with three gongs of the medita-
tion bowl, that the 20-minutes of 
Centering Prayer has ended.

Participants remain with their 
eyes closed for another minute 
or two before having an opportu-
nity to discuss anything on their 
minds and hearts.

The group concludes the eve-
ning with a prayer.

Pastor Father Michael Dunn 
said he welcomes new and sin-
cere ideas from parishioners.

“New ideas and groups may 
very well be inspired by the Holy 
Spirit,” he said. “Mike is a devout 
and prayerful parishioner and a 
Centering Prayer group was some-
thing new and one that other parish-
ioners were interested in as well.”

The Centering Prayer Group is 
not the only prayer group offered 
at the parish. There’s an inter-
cessory prayer group, a men’s 
“Cornerstone” prayer group, a 
men’s Saturday morning prayer 
group, a women’s Walking with 
Purpose prayer group, and the 
prayer shawl group that knits 
comforting shawls for the sick of 
the parish that are presented to 
them at a healing Mass.

“I like that fact that we have 
several and different prayer 

groups in the parish that can 
meet the needs and desires of our 
parishioners,” Father Dunn said.

Hauck said he believes prac-
ticing centering prayer can help 
people struggling with everyday 
challenges.

“I believe this is a gift from 
God for those who suffer from 
anxiety and depression,” he said. 

“If we’re not connected in 
the Holy Spirit, we’re not con-
nected,” he said. “The centering 
prayer and contemplative prayer 
helps us connect to ourselves to 
God and ultimately to others.”

Lidia Santini, a parishioner 
of St. Gregory the Great Parish 
agreed and said she enjoys the 
unique experience of Centering 
Prayer within a group setting.

“When we are together, we 
have the same purpose, the same 

beliefs and we share the same 
energy, that makes a big differ-
ence,” she said. “The energy in 
that room multiplies and makes 
us stronger and closer; to God, 
our inner self, then each other.”

Hauck said he would like 
to see the practice of Centering 

Prayer embraced by more parish-
es in the diocese.

“I personally think it is import-
ant that the Bridgeport Diocese 
become familiar with Centering 
Prayer as an avenue for mindful-
ness and good spiritual, mental 
and Christian health.”              n

THE CENTERING PRAYER GROUP meets every thursday at the parish.
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BRIDGEPORT—Pam 
Carragher, formerly Business Unit 
manager of Greenwich Catholic 
School, has joined the Seton 
Collaborative team as Senior 
Finance Business Manager.

The appointment was 
announced by Kevin Lawlor, 
Executive Director of the Seton 
Collaborative, a newly formed 
shared business service organiza-
tion of the Diocese.

The Collaborative is designed 
to partner with Diocesan schools 

Carragher joins Seton Collaborative
and parishes to provide them with 
financial expertise and other oper-
ational support including infor-
mation technology to leverage 
economy of scale and operational 
efficiencies.  

“I am delighted to announce 
that Pam Carragher has agreed 
to join the Seton Collaborative 
team as Senior Finance Business 
Manager. Pam has a deep back 
ground in Finance having for-
merly served as Assistant Vice 
President of Internal Audit for US 

Trust and as an Audit Associate at 
the Accounting firm Coopers and 
Lybrand, 

“She is a CPA with an 
MBA from the Stern School 
of Business at NYU. Her prior 
roles as a Business Unit manag-
er, an Advisory Board member 
and as President of the Home 
School Association at Greenwich 
Catholic give her the context and 
experience specific to our school 
system,” Lawlor said. 

Lawlor said Carragher is 
responsible  for the supervision, 
oversight, and reporting of finan-
cial responsibilities for assigned 
schools and/or parishes as well 
as for the Seton Collaborative 
itself. She is responsible for the 
timely and accurate reporting 
of financial results, the devel-
opment and supervision of the 
bookkeepers or financial staffs 

in the respective loca-
tions and stewardship 
of the physical and 
financial resources  
of the schools and  
parishes. 

Carragher came to 
Greenwich Catholic in 
2017 and was respon-
sible for financial 
planning, budgeting 

and forecasting for the  school’s 
$6M operating budget.  She also 
worked closely with the Finance 
Chairman to ensure long-term 
viability.

In the past she has served as 
Assistant Vice President, internal 
Audit at U.S. Trust in New York 
City; Audit Associate for Coopers 
& Lybrand, New York, NY., and 
as paralegal in the Manhattan 
District Attorney’s Office. 

She is a graduate of the 
University of Rochester, 
Rochester, NY., where she 
earned a Bachelor of Arts with 
Dual Majors in Economics and 
Psychology. She has a Masters 
of Business Administration from 
New York University Stern 
School of Business in New York 
City. She also has Certificates of 
Study in Accounting and Finance 
and Human Resources. 

Prior to her work with 
Greenwich Catholic School, Pam 
Carragher served as President of 
the Home School Association 
from 2012 to 2015. She and her 
family are members of St. Leo 
Parish in Stamford. 

The Seton Collaborative has 
been incorporated by the diocese 
as a separate 501C3 corporation 
(not for Profit)  as part of an over-
all diocesan effort to more fully 
resource schools and parishes 
with professional business and 
information technology services. 
Elise Major of Weston, a member 
of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 
is serving as chairperson of the 
board. 

(For more information on the 
Seton Collaborative, contact: Kevin.
Lawlor@Setoncollaborative.org)     n

pam carraGHEr

“The Collaborative is designed  

to partner with Diocesan schools 

and parishes to provide them 

with financial expertise  

and other operational support”
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Healthcare News

By EMILY CLARK

They came out for their sisters, 
their coaches, their teammates, 
their uncles. Their reasons were all 
exceptionally personal, but their 
cause was collective, a cause that 
has been ongoing for 35 years: St. 
Vincent’s Swim Across the Sound.

On Saturday, August 6, 108 
swimmers left Danfords Marina 
in Port Jefferson, New York to 
swim the 15.5 miles across Long 
Island Sound to Captain’s Cove in 
Bridgeport. Aided by hundreds of 
volunteers such as boat captains, 
dockhands and those at registra-
tion, the solo swimmers, duos 
and four-person teams raised over 
$228,000 to date to support St. 
Vincent’s Medical Center’s Cancer 
Institute. This includes research, 
screenings, prevention and educa-
tion as well as assistance for can-
cer patients throughout all avenues 
of their journey. According to Bill 
Jennings, president of the Fairfield 
Region of Hartford HealthCare of 
which St. Vincent’s is a part, this 
is a focus on giving back.

“Swim Across the Sound ful-
fills the mission of its founders—to 
serve the needs of the commu-
nity,” said Jennings, referencing 
the Daughters of Charity. “At its 
foundation, this is a fundraiser, 
but at its heart, this is a memorial 
and a celebration of all the indi-
vidual stories.”

Throughout the day, it was the 
swimmers’ stories that resonated 
most, such as that of Nikko Price, 
the first solo swimmer to finish 
the event. Still partially covered 
in sunscreen when he reached the 
dock in just over seven hours, this 
28-year-old from Branford said 
he was swimming for his grand-
mother, a breast cancer survivor, 
and for his uncle who passed 
away in March. “He was an avid 
swimmer,” Price said of his uncle, 
“and I bonded with him over 
swimming.”

Like Jennings, Price too reflect-
ed on the reason behind the event, 
saying, “These are the greatest, most 
selfless people who do this every 
year. I really stand for their mission.”

Nathan Malsheske, a 15-year-
old from Southington, swam with 
the Floppers, the first team to 
finish. His story also involved the 
memory of someone special. “Our 

coach died of breast cancer in 
2019,” he said. “We really pushed 
ourselves to swim for her, for 
our teammates, and for all those 
affected by cancer.”

Likewise, Water Rats team 
captain Claire Kehley of Trumbull 
focused on the importance of work-
ing as a team and recognizing the 
challenges that those with cancer 
face each day. “We all pushed on 
together,” said the recent Lauralton 
Hall graduate whose grandfather 
is battling cancer. “There’s lots to 
encounter out there, like the jelly-
fish! But I kept thinking about all 
the people who are suffering more 
than I was. I really appreciate the 
chance to do this.”

It wasn’t just the swimmers 
who participated in the fundrais-
ing or had stories to tell. Volunteer 
Stacy Giunta of Fairfield used the 
digital app “Fish Out of Water” to 
raise over $1,000, sharing the link 
on Facebook and Instagram. This 
was the first year that those not 
swimming could lead their own 
fundraising campaign. Like the 
others, though, this was personal 
for Giunta, a cancer survivor. “I 
want to honor my experience and 
give to others in that same jour-
ney. It’s important to support the 

programs that St. Vincent’s offers 
and to help all those that cancer 
touches,” she said, adding that 
this event aligned within weeks of 
her diagnosis three years ago.

As the swimmers gradually 
reached the marina throughout 
the afternoon, scores of specta-
tors cheered from the deck. A 
band playing classic songs added 
to the joyful atmosphere, and 
the announcer kept everyone 

informed with shout-outs like 
“Here comes the High Rollers!” 
and “Looks like the greatest finish 
ever!” An awards ceremony and 
post-swim party began just after 
the last swimmer came in.

As lively as Saturday’s event 
was, a more subdued tone fol-
lowed Sunday morning during 
the annual Memorial Service. 
This celebration included music, 
prayers and a reading of the 

names of those whose lives were 
lost to cancer during the past year. 
As is the tradition, family mem-
bers could dedicate a sunflower in 
memory of their loved ones.

“We do this in honor of those 
fighting and for those we lost,” 
said Jennings. “This is health-
care-related, but it’s also about 
fundraising, spirituality and athlet-
icism. And in the middle of it all is 
compassion.”                             n

St. Vincent’s recognized for its care

Personal Stories: the Heart of St. Vincent’s Swim 
Across the Sound

BRIDGEPORT—St. 
Vincent’s Medical Center 
has been recognized by U.S. 
News & World Report for 
outstanding work in specific 
areas of care.

St. Vincent’s was rated 
as “high performing” in the 
following conditions: Heart 
failure, COPD, Heart attack, 
Kidney failure and Stroke.

The rankings and ratings 
from U.S. News are designed 
to assist patients and their doc-
tors in making informed deci-
sions about where to receive 
care for challenging health con-
ditions or for common elective 
procedures.

“I am proud of the devoted 
colleagues at St. Vincent’s who 
have dedicated their care to 
patients. I am not surprised 
by the recognition, I see the 

wonderful work happening every 
day,” said Bill Jennings, pres-
ident of Hartford HealthCare 
Fairfield Region. “It’s affirming 
to see our care validated by U.S. 
News & World Report. Fairfield 
County is privileged to have such 
a resource as St. Vincent’s in our 
community.”

hospitals as high performing 
across multiple areas of care.

The annual “Best Hospitals” 
rankings and ratings also rec-
ognized five other Hartford 
HealthCare hospitals for 
high-performing work in spe-
cific areas of care. Visit health-
newshub.org/u-s-news-world-
report-rates-hartford-hospital-
best-in-hartford-metro-area, for 
more information.

The U.S. News Best 
Hospitals methodologies in most 
areas of care are based largely 
on objective measures such as 
risk-adjusted survival and dis-
charge-to-home rates, volume, 
and quality of nursing, among 
other care-related indicators.

(For more information, 
visit Best Hospitals and use 
#BestHospitals on Facebook  
and Twitter.)         n

For the 2022-23 rankings and 
ratings, U.S. News evaluated 
more than 4,750 medical centers 
nationwide in 15 specialties and 
17 procedures and conditions. In 
the 15 specialty areas, 175 hos-
pitals were ranked in at least one 
specialty. In rankings by state and 
metro area, U.S. News recognized 

A VICTORY FOR ALL—Nikko Price was the first solo swimmer to cross the finish line after crossing Long Island 
Sound in just over seven hours. Funds from the annual event sponsored by St. Vincent’s Medical Center support cancer 
research, screenings, and prevention programs and provide assistance to patients. This year’s event raised over $228,000.
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TRUMBULL—In 1898, Louis 
Abriola and his brother Anthony 
came to Bridgeport to start a new 
life. Barbers by trade, the two 
Italian immigrants founded Abriola 
Brothers Barber Shop on State 
Street and began pursuing the same 
American dream that attracted 
countless others to this country.

However, tragedy struck and 
Louis’ 3-year-old daughter died 
in an accident after being scalded 
by boiling water. It was a tragedy 
that was compounded by the fact 
they had difficulty finding an 
undertaker to help their family. 

From this need, the brothers 
decided to become the first Italian 
undertakers in Bridgeport to 
serve their community. During 
the day, they continued working 
at the barbershop while going 
for embalming training in New 
York City at night, said James 
S. Abriola, the fourth-genera-
tion funeral director and general 
manager of what is now Abriola 
Parkview Funeral Home, con-
tinuing a 116-year family tradi-
tion that began in 1906.

“We have been helping fami-
lies celebrate and honor the lives 
of their loved ones for over four 
generations,” says Jim Abriola, 
great-grandson of Louis. “Since 
1906, we have been family-owned 
and operated, all the while pro-
viding uncompromising quality 
in both our services and our prod-
ucts. We take pride in our profes-
sionalism, state-of-the-art facility, 

and dedication to every detail in 
serving our families.”

In the beginning, the Abriola 
brothers operated two homes, one 
on the East Side and the other 
in the North End of the city. By 
1999, third-generation funeral 
director Kenneth Abriola, who 
passed away in 2009, and his son 
James renovated a historic estate 
in Trumbull and opened Abriola 
Parkview Funeral Home at 419 
White Plains Road. The facility 
has off-street parking for more than 
100 cars, handicap accessibility and 
formal outdoor gardens. The build-
ing also contains chapels to meet 
the needs of private and public 
gatherings of any denomination.

Jim, who has been in the busi-
ness 32 years still recalls assisting 
his father Kenneth as a boy.

“When it was my dad and I, 
we did everything,” he says. “As 
a kid, I helped him around the 
home, washing the cars and cut-
ting the hedges. I always had an 
interest in the business.”

He was following the example 
of his father, who spent his young 
years working in the business 
during a different era.

“When he was a young boy, 
he assisted his grandfather, 
moving furniture and setting up 
visitations in people’s homes,” 
Jim says. “Italian bands played 
somber tunes and led the funeral 
procession from the church to the 
cemetery. Many times, he would 
hang a black wreath at the home 

of the deceased, signaling to 
neighbors who couldn’t read that 
a death had occurred.”

After graduating from 
Trumbull High School, Jim went 
to the University of Connecticut 
and earned a degree in business 
finance before going to embalm-
ing school in New York City.

“I’ve been in the business 32 
years, and it is so rewarding to help 
people through a difficult time,” 
he said. “I’m proud to say that 
I’m very lucky to have a dedicated 
group who work with me. This can 
be a tough business, 24-7 and 365 
days a year, but with more hands, 
it makes for lighter work.”

Over the decades the business 
has evolved, he said. When the 
funeral home was on the East 
Side across from Holy Rosary 
Church, they primarily served 
Italian families. However, today, 
the clientele includes Portuguese, 
Spanish-speaking people, African-
Americans, Irish and other ethnic 
groups from different denomi-
nations. They also serve families 
from outside the Bridgeport 
area, including towns such as 
Newtown and Oxford.

“Our long-term reputation and 
beautiful facility account for our 
success,” he says. “We are always 
trying to do the best job possible.”

Trends in the business have 
also changed. Wakes were com-
monly held when Jim came up 
in the business. Now, there are 
various other options, including 

memorial services and gatherings 
at church or in homes.

“I believe it is important to do 
something for the deceased,” he 
said. “People live all these years 
and are a part of the community, 
and they should be memorial-
ized. Time should be set aside for 
the grieving process and to pay 
respects to the family. Having 
some type of service to acknowl-
edge the people who have passed 
on is very important, and we try 
to provide services to meet the 
needs of families.“

He recently lost his mother 
Jean, who was a devout Catholic. 
She cherished her faith and recog-
nized the importance of a tradi-
tional Catholic funeral.

“She had a long battle with 
Alzheimer’s, and I feel she is at 
peace,” he said. “She lived in 
assisted living. She always went 
to church, and we had her funeral 
at St. Stephen’s in Trumbull.”

The 2-1/2 years during the 
COVID pandemic were particu-
larly trying for families. 

“It has been extremely dif-

ficult,” he said. “Just last year, 
churches were closed, and 
because of the state regulations, 
we couldn’t gather at the funeral 
home or in churches. We served 
a lot of people during that time. 
Sadly for many of them, their 
loved ones died by themselves.”

He, himself, recalls having to 
wave through the window to his 
mother at her assisted-living facil-
ity during the COVID crisis. 

“A lot of families didn’t have 
a funeral, and it was very chal-
lenging,” he recalled. “We would 
even be going to the cemetery 
three or four times a day because 
the cemetery did not want a lot of 
people gathering. So many loved 
ones died from this illness and it 
was tough for them.”

Looking back on the Abriola 
family tradition, he said he is espe-
cially proud that the funeral home 
was honored by the Connecticut 
Funeral Director’s Association 
—an organization that promotes 
ethical and professional standards 
—for its service to the community 
for more than a century.            n   

James Abriola, 4th-generation funeral director, 
serving the community



September 2022
25

Innovation and Leadership Grants 

Foundations in Education is 
pleased to announce applications 
to the Innovation and Leadership 
Grants Program open September 
15, 2022.

The grants program promotes 
excellence in Catholic education 
by supporting teachers’ creative 
projects and professional devel-
opment. Grants funded through 
this program are for transforma-
tive initiatives that may benefit 
multiple grade levels and have 
a long-term impact on student 
learning.

Now in its 6th year, this com-
petitive program was the first of 
its kind in the diocese to offer 
innovation and leadership grants 
to teachers and administrators.

To date, Foundations in 
Education has funded 104 trans-
formative grants totaling nearly 

tor, I feel this grant has recog-
nized the importance of the arts 
in the school, added McAfee. 
“As a teacher, it encourages me 
to continue to create, to mentor 
and to lead expression through 
movement from the support given 
by the Foundation.” 

Foundations in Education 
is an independent non-profit 
initiative created to assist the 
Diocese of Bridgeport’s ongo-
ing mission to support Catholic 

At Abriola Parkview Funeral Home 

we have been helping families  

celebrate and honor 

the lives of their loved ones 

for over four generations.
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Since 1906 we have been family owned and operated, 

all the while providing uncompromising quality 

in both our services and our products.  

We take pride in our professionalism, 

state-of-the-art facility,  

and dedication to every detail 

in serving our families.

The Connecticut Funeral Director’s Association, 

a statewide organization 

that promotes the upholding 

of ethical standards in funeral service,  

honored the Abriola Family 

on June 8, 2006 

for 100 years of service  

to the Greater Bridgeport Community.

Announces Sixth Annual 
Grant Cycle

$650,000.
Educators within the Diocese 

of Bridgeport Catholic Schools 
are encouraged to submit grant 
proposals from September 15—
October 31, 2022.

A grants committee care-
fully reviews each proposal 
and submits recommenda-
tions to Foundations’ Board 
of Trustees for approval. The 
committee is led by Dr. Julie 
McNamara, President Emerita 
of Albertus Magnus College and 
Foundations’ Board member.

“We delight in having the 
opportunity to work togeth-
er as a committee to select 
projects that are innovative, 
creative and likely to have tre-
mendous impact on student 
learning,” shared Foundations 
in Education Executive Director 

Holly Doherty-Lemoine. “Dr. 
McNamara leads us in thoughtful 
consideration of a competitive 
grant process.”

Grant Awardee and Dance 
Program Director at Notre Dame 
High School, Kristen McAfee, 
was awarded grant funds this 
past year to purchase mirrors 
and barres as training tools to 
foster artistic excellence, a plan 
which correlates to the National 
Coalition for Core Standards for 
Dance Education. 

McAfee shared, “The stu-
dents in my classes were beyond 
excited to be able to have more 
of a dance studio environment 
and their creative process grew 
as a result. They created more 
material this year than in years 
past!”

“As the dance program direc-

education in Fairfield County 
by supporting innovation in 
academic and extra-curricular 
programs, fostering opportuni-
ties for the professional devel-
opment of school leaders and 
providing tuition assistance to 
families in need. 

(To read more about the grants 
funded by Foundations in Education, 
or to find out more, visit www.
foundationsineducation.org/innova-
tion-leadership-grants.)                  n

THE GRANTS PROGRAM promotes excellence in Catholic education by 
supporting creative programs and the professional development of teacher in 
Catholic schools throughout the diocese.



September 2022
26

Obituaries

FUNERAL GUIDE

“Quiet Dignity Without Extravagance”
Affordable Direct Cremation

Title XIX Welcome

Z Family owned for three generations ZHandling every detail

Z Call for free informative brochure Z In home arrangements

Z 203-254-1414 or 800-542-0218 Z Memorial service facility

NEIL F. HARDING
JOHN J. HARDING

Harding
F U N E R A L  H O M E

203.227.3458

hfh210@optonline.net

www.hardingfuneral.com

210 POST ROAD EAST WESTPORT, CT 06881

       DEcEaSED clErGy oF tHE DiocESE  
oF BriDGEport SEptEmBEr 4—octoBEr 15  
SEptEmBEr

5 Rev. John E. Fay ..................................................1954

6 Rev. Laurence F. Flanagan ....................................1985

9 Rev. Richard Monahan ...................................................2010

12 Rev. Frank D. Yoia ...............................................1974

15 Rev. Joseph V. Rossitto .........................................2004

16 Rev. William J. Conklin ........................................1992

 Rev. Martin J Dennehy .........................................2013

17 Rev. John A. Sullivan............................................1953

 Rev. Robert L. Christopher....................................1958

18 Rev. Msgr. Normand A. Methe .............................2002

20 Rev. Joseph J. Maglione ........................................2003

 Msgr. Edward B. Karl .................................................2009

23 Rev. Msgr. Edmund J. Hussey ..............................1991 

 Rev. Frederick H. Olschefskie ................................1956

 Deacon Paul Tupper .............................................2013

28 Rev. Edward A. Morgan .......................................1992

octoBEr

2 Deacon Joseph Filingeri ........................................2013

3 Msgr. John H. Anderson .......................................1967

5 Msgr. Victor Balcerak, O.F.M. Conv. ....................1960

14 Msgr. Raymond H. Guidone .................................1965

 Msgr. William F. Schultz ......................................2013

BRIDGEPORT—Father Bernard A. Keefe died on Tuesday, 
July 26, 2022. He was 89 years of age.

“Father Keefe is fondly remembered by many in St. Aloysius 
Parish in New Canaan, where he served until his retirement,” 
said Bishop Frank J. Caggiano. “Please pray for the repose of the 
soul of Father Keefe and for the consolation of his family.”

Bernard A. Keefe was born 
on April 21, 1933. He served 
in the United States Navy 
from 1951-1955. Father Keefe 
received his priestly formation 
at Christ the King Seminary 
in Olean, New York and was 
ordained to the priesthood 
for the Diocese of Albany on 
December 21, 1963.

Following his ordination, 
he began his priestly ministry 
at Immaculate Conception 
Church in Scotia, New York. 
In subsequent years, he served 
at Saint Mary Church in Glens 
Falls, New York and Saint 
Mary Church in Hudson, New 
York. 

In 1976, Father Keefe came to the Diocese of Bridgeport; 
his first assignment was at Saint Charles Borromeo Church in 
Bridgeport. He was transferred to St. Peter Church in Danbury 
in 1981 and then five years later to St. Maurice Church in the 
Glenbrook section of Stamford. While serving at Saint Maurice, 
Father Keefe was incardinated into the Diocese of Bridgeport on 
April 25, 1988.

In 2004, Father Keefe moved to Saint Aloysius Church in 
New Canaan where he served until his retirement in 2008.

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano  celebrated Father Keefe’s Funeral 
Mass on Saturday, August 20, 2022 at 9:30 am at St. Aloysius 
Church. Monsignor William Scheyd delivered the homily.         n

Father Bernard 
A. Keefe, 89Deacon Roland ‘Rocky’ 

Blier, 91
BRIDGEPORT—Deacon 

Roland Joseph “Rocky” Blier 
died peacefully in his sleep 
on Wednesday August 10, 
2022, after a long struggle with 
Parkinson’s disease. He was 91.

“It is with great sadness I 
must inform you of the death 
of Deacon Roland J. Blier,” 
Bishop Caggiano said in making 
the announcement.

“As a member of the inau-
gural class of Deacons in the 
diocese, Deacon Blier was a liv-
ing sign of service who brought 
Christ to the workplace and 
to all those he accompanied 
in their faith journey. He was 
blessed with a long and fruitful 
life, which he freely shared with 
so many. Though successful 
in all that he did, Roland Blier 
found his true and deepest call-
ing in his ministry. Please pray 
for the repose of the soul of 

Deacon Blier and for the conso-
lation of his loving family.”

Ordained a deacon in 1978, 
by the Most Rev. Walter 
W. Curtis, second Bishop of 
Bridgeport, he served at St. 
Andrew Parish in Bridgeport 
and St. Thomas More parish 
in Darien. Deacon Blier took 
great joy in delivering the chil-
dren’s sermons, managing to be 
completely compelling to the 
children while simultaneously 
delivering a pointed message to 
the parents. He retired in 2010 
and continued to serve on the 
Diaconate Council.

Born in rural Van Buren, 
ME, to Joseph and Catherine 
(Ouellette) Blier, he was the 
fourteenth of 18 children. He 
attended Van Buren Boys’ High 
School briefly before leaving to 
help support his family, work-
ing odd jobs before enlisting in 

the Air Force in 1951.While 
home visiting his parents in 
late 1954, he was introduced 
to Priscilla Violette. They were 
engaged by Valentine’s Day, 
1955, and married in August. 
Three children and 19 moves 
later, he retired from the Air 
Force in 1974 with the rank 
of Chief Master Sergeant and 
moved to Bridgeport, CT. His 
distinguished Air Force career 
was followed by 21 years as a 
logistics engineer with Sikorsky 
Aircraft.

Among his honors and 
achievements are receiving a 
Bronze Star for his tour of duty 
at Bien Hoa, Vietnam; achiev-
ing the rank of Fourth Degree 
in the Knights of Columbus; 
and becoming a Knight of the 
Holy Sepulchre in recognition 
of his service to the Church. 
Additionally, he earned a bach-
elor’s and two master’s degrees 
well into his 50s.

He is survived by his wife, 
Priscilla; his children, Peter 
Blier and wife Patty, Maggie 
McCarthy, and Helen Blier, and 
nine grandchildren.

The Funeral Mass was 
held on Friday, August 19, 
2022 at St. Andrew Church 
in Bridgeport. It was also 
livestreamed on the church’s 
Facebook Page. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family prefers that dona-
tions be sent to Foundations in 
Education (foundationsineduca-
tion.org.)               n

DEacon rolanD JoSEpH  
“rocKy” BliEr

FatHEr BErnarD a. KEEFE

(Please see obituary for Father Nick Cirillo on page 31.)
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Sports

By Don HarriSon

For a significant portion of 
the past quarter century, the 
intersection of Jefferson Street 
and Park Avenue in Fairfield 
has been a frequent sight in John 
Johnson’s life. 

In the classrooms of Sacred 
Heart University’s burgeoning 
campus at the corner of said 
intersection, the young man from 
Cranston, Rhode Island, earned 
both bachelor’s (criminal justice) 
and master’s (education) degrees. 
He also played four seasons 
(1996-99) of varsity football for 
the Pioneers, primarily as a wide 
receiver.

In the winter of 2018, John 
Charles Johnson III accepted a 
part-time position on the opposite 
side of Jefferson Street—as Notre 
Dame Catholic High School’s 
head football coach. The Lancers 
were rebuilding, and Johnson 
had succeeded in resurrecting the 
downtrodden football program at 
Bullard Havens Technical H.S. in 
Bridgeport.

It was a new challenge, and 

Johnson tackles dual role  
at Notre Dame

despite the intervention of the 
coronavirus pandemic that oblit-
erated Connecticut’s 2020 high 
school football season, Johnson 
made good on his promise. Last 
fall, Notre Dame won eight of its 
10 games during the season, and 
then the Lancers put forth an out-
standing effort against the eventu-
al CIAC Class S state champion 
Cromwell/Portland before com-
ing up short in the tournament 
opener, 29-20. 

“Going into the season, I won-
dered how our roster size (just 
21 players) would impact us,” 
Johnson recalled, “but the type of 
kids we had made a lot of good 
things happen.”

This summer, Notre Dame 
rewarded Johnson by appoint-
ing him director of athletics, 
succeeding the departed Jim 
Olayos in this full-time position. 
Happily, there was no need for 
him to seek a replacement as 
head football coach. Johnson 
retained that role, too.

“I was teaching fifth grade 
at Daniels Farm School (in 
Trumbull), but when the athletic 

director’s position opened up here 
at Notre Dame, it made sense 
for me to step up,” explained the 
43-year-old Johnson.

Athletic Director Johnson 
has experienced a busy sum-
mer, filling no fewer than 
three coaching vacancies in 
Notre Dame’s marquee sports. 
Dave Burr, who captained the 
Lancers’ 1989 boys hockey 
championship team, returned to 
his alma mater as head hockey 
coach. Jamie Bartone, an All-
State athlete at Derby High 
School and most recently its 
head softball coach, was hired 
as the Lancers’ softball coach.

Maria Conlon, the former 
UConn basketball star who 
coached Notre Dame to its first 
state title in girls basketball this 
past winter, left to become head 
coach at Greens Farms Academy. 
She was replaced by Bernie 
Brennan, a veteran coach who, 
according to Johnson, “puts char-
acter and culture first among his 
players.” 

Brennan has served as 
head coach at three state high 
schools, Guilford, Bloomfield 
and East Haven, as well as in 
the AAU ranks. The star of his 
Bloomfield squad, Nykesha Sales, 
is better known as a two-time 
All-American at UConn—as a 
freshman she was a major contrib-
utor to the Huskies’ first national 
championship team (1995)—and 
later an eight-time WNBA all-star.

Johnson the coach is pleased 
that five of the seniors on the 
2021 Notre Dame football team 
have chosen to further their edu-
cation and play the game at a 
higher level. 

Tayshawn Dixon, the Lancers’ 
All-State linebacker as well their 
finest running back and top 
scorer (14 touchdowns), is at 
Pace University. Running back 
Isaiah Lopez enrolled at Norwich 
University in Vermont, and 
Jaidyn Cummings, who doubled 
as an All-State center and defen-
sive lineman, is attending Husson 
College in Vermont. Two others 
have taken the prep-school route: 
Rakaigh Pettway, the Lancers’ 
390-pound All-State tackle, is at 
Milford Academy, while quarter-
back Jailon Denny is attending 
New York Military Academy.

JOHN JOHNSON, Notre Dame High’s head football coach, has been appoint-
ed director of athletics and will oversee the Lancers’ 23-sport program.
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Now, what are the prospects 
for Notre Dame’s 2022 season? 
“Obviously, we’ve lost some 
talent,” Johnson noted, “but 
due to our success, we’re going 
to double the size of our roster. 
We have a lot of in-coming 
freshmen.”

Bailey Coleman, a 6-foot-4 

senior wide receiver—who is 
skillful enough in basketball to 
be selected to the GameTime 
and Coaches’ 2021-22 All-State 
team—heads the list of returnees. 
Other notables are quarterback 
Bryson Razor, running back 
Raijon Pettway and center Justin 
Reid, all of whom are juniors.   n
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Column: Thomas Hicks

to dance, and a time to mourn.” 
Sorrow, especially bereavement, 
finds all of us. Death is the great 
enemy of love and happiness. 
If you love, you will grieve. 
Catherine of Siena said “he that 
grows in love grows in grief.” Job 
stated that “days of grief have 
gripped me” (Job 30:1). There 
is the suffering that inevitably 
touches all human love. Life is 
inherently tragic.

The Roman writer Petronius 
(27-66 AD), regarded as one of 
the first novelists (Satyrica), wrote: 
“Let us live then while it goes 
well with us, until there comes 
for us the days of mourning.” 
Bereavement is a universal part of 
the experience of love. 

When someone has suffered 
the terrible loss of a beloved 
spouse, one can notice how the 

light has gone out in the per-
son’s eyes, and how the person 
has aged. The grief involves the 
pain of knowing life will never 
be the same; everything becomes 
undone. There is the agony of 
being alone and afraid. There’s 
the fear of the future.

My wife has been dead for 22 
years. After she died, there was 
the sudden silence, the aching 
absence. I had to work at trying 
to feel not so alone. I felt so 
exiled; lost my confidence.

Like other bereaved men, 
I’m spending the rest of my life 
trying to adjust to the reality of 
her death. We don’t outlive our 
grief. The sorrow doesn’t slip 
from one as a temporary burden. 
Time can’t heal all wounds. Time 
only passes. For me, the Great 
Sadness gave way to the unrelent-
ing melancholy.

My strongest wish was and 
is that I could just walk about 
with her and look at things. How 
sweet it was to feel the light touch 
of her dress and the warmth of 
her arm—never lonely, never 
alone. Since my wife’s death I’ve 
prayed mostly to her. 

When I go to the cemetery, 
I bring a folding chair. I sit 
at my wife’s graveside and 

PotPoUrri

by thomas h. hicks

Thomas Hicks is a member 

of St. Theresa Parish in Trumbull.

L ife brings a stream of 
things that are bright 
and beautiful and alive. 
What bliss life can be. It 

can contain moments of delight 
and exhilaration. There are its 
dear little joys and familiar triv-
ialities that involve so much to 
cherish and be thankful for. On 
the other hand, St. Thomas More 
said: “The world is a prison, and 
everyone is under sentence of 
death and liable to torture along 
the way” (A Dialogue of Comfort 
Against Tribulation). So many 
tears, so many fears. The earth is 
also a land of grief and partings, 
of mourning.

The Preacher of Ecclesiastes 
had it right: “For everything there 
is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven: a time to be 
born, and a time to die... a time 

Bereavement
tell her how my life has been 
going since she left. I tell her 
the important things, the silly 
things, just the things; tell her 
about what worries me and 
implore her help. I express grat-
itude for what she brought into 
my life. There’s a second centu-
ry A.D. epitaph left by a mourn-
ing husband at his wife’s grave. 
It says: “And I myself will lie 
here when I die. Since with you 
alone I shared my bed when I 
was alive, so may I cover myself 
in ground that we share.” I find 
comfort in that.

A bereaved man told me he 
was like some lonely bird on 
a roof. He was echoing Psalm 
102:8. Another spoke of how now 
he goes home to an empty house. 
The home became a house. 

When trying to console a 
bereaved person, don’t use the 
Catholic cliche: “God must have 
needed her in heaven,” and 
don’t say you know how the 
bereaved person feels because 
when you were in the fifth grade 
your dog died.

Here are some suggestions for 
being helpful: bring/send food; 
the grieving person has a disincli-
nation to eat out alone. Grief is 
a solitary experience, no one can 

heal the wound, but if a grieving 
person can talk about it with 
a good friend, s/he feels better. 
Anticipate the grieving person’s 
needs; don’t make him/her ask. 

Here’s some interesting 
research. Resilience means the 
ability to recover after great 
adversity. There’s the ability to 
rebuild one’s life. When research-
ers study resilience, they particu-
larly study two groups of people: 
holocaust survivors and bereft old 
widowed men who lived more 
than five years after the death of 
their wife. 

Dead, my wife watches over 
me. In 1988, researchers at the 
University of Arizona at Tucson 
questioned five hundred widows 
over the age of 65, and found that 
half of them had sensed the pres-
ence of their deceased partner. 
A survey of 227 widows and 66 
widowers in Wales produced a 
similar finding. 

One can grow emotionally 
and spiritually from bereave-
ment. It can make one more 
compassionate, more sensitive. 
It makes one less willing to hurt 
anyone. It can diminish one’s 
egotism. One can grow wise. 
Ecclesiastes 7:5 states: “The 
heart of the wise is where there 
is mourning: and the heart of 
fools where there is mirth.”

Our Christian faith tells us 
there is no permanent, definitive 
separation. There shall be a final 
reunion with one’s beloved in 
eternity. The bereaved and the 
deceased will be rejoined in an 
ever  dearer union. We shall rise 
and bloom to fade no more. John 
5:28: “for the hour is coming 
when all who are in their graves 
will hear his voice and come 
out.” God keeps our deceased 
loved one for us, and when the 
day comes He will restore him/
her to us forever. “And death 
shall have no dominion” (Dylan 
Thomas). When I hear about this 
reunion with my wife in everlast-
ing joy, I often have the thought: 
When I see her will she remem-
ber me, will she know who I am, 
will she still love me?” 

Bereavement can happen to 
everyone, married or not. This 
losing people is a universal part 
of the experience of love. 

“But O for the touch of a van-
ished hand, and the sound of a 
voice that is still.” (Tennyson, In 
Memoriam A.H.H.).                    n   
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St. Joseph-St. Ladislaus Parish
A Magnificent Chapel honors St. Joselito

NORWALK—Jose Sanchez 
del Rio cried in agony as the 
Mexican soldiers forced him to 
walk through town barefoot after 
they cut the soles of his feet with 
their machetes. They told the 
14-year-old boy, “If you shout, 
‘Death to Christ the King,’ we will 

spare your life.”
He could renounce his faith or 

be executed by the government. 
For Joselito, there was only one 
choice. Praying the rosary, he 
staggered toward a mass grave at 
the edge of town but refused to 
deny Christ, and his last words 
before they shot him twice in the 
head were “Viva Cristo Rey!” 
Long live Christ the King!

The night of February 10, 
1928, a boy suffered brutal tor-
ture and martyrdom rather than 
renounce Christ at a time in 
Mexico’s history when Marxists 
were executing priests, perse-
cuting Catholics, and shuttering 
churches to stamp out the faith.

St. Jose Sanchez del Rio, 
one of youngest martyrs of the 
Cristero War, was little known 
outside of Mexico until recent 
years. Today a tremendous devo-
tion to him has blossomed at 
St. Joseph-St. Ladislaus Parish, 
inspired by a magnificent chapel, 
which was recently blessed by 
Bishop Frank Caggiano at a cere-
mony 700 people attended.

Father Edicson Orozco, the 
pastor who saw the project reach 
completion, said, “The true 
nature of our beloved Catholic 
Church has been defined entire-
ly by the martyrs. It is through 
their witness, their sacrifice and 
their lasting breath on earth that 
we see the same victory of Jesus 
Christ over death.”

The story of the young martyr 
and his chapel is one of hard work 
and the belief of parishioners 
that St. Joselito interceded from 

heaven and blessed the project. 
It began with Father Otoniel 
Lizcano, the parochial vicar, 
who regularly made pilgrimages 
to Mexico to pay homage to 
the martyrs who died during the 
Cristero War. At one point, he was 
asked why he had never gone to 

Sahuayo, hometown of St. Jose 
Sanchez del Rio. 

“In 2017, I had an idea that 
came to me preparing to celebrate 
Mass,” Father recalled. “I said 
to the saint, ‘I will go visit your 
shrine, but I need to see a sign 
that you are alive and not dead.”

A few months after the saint’s 
canonization in 2016, he booked 
a flight to Mexico. Twenty min-
utes after the plane took off, a 
turbine exploded and smoke filled 
the cabin. A woman near Father 
became hysterical. 

“I took a prayer card of St. 
Joselito and prayed to him for 
the people to be safe,” he said. “I 
gave the card to the woman and 
said, ‘Pray, pray to him, and he 
will help us.’”

The pilot made an emergency 
landing in Charlotte, NC, and 
later Father resumed his trip. 
When he arrived at the Church of 
Cristo Rey in Sahuayo, he asked 
the secretary for permission to say 
Mass in honor of St. Joselito. She 
was excited because they had no 
priests there. The next day, she 
was anxious to talk to him about 
something that happened.

“Father, I dreamt the holy mar-
tyr St. Jose Sanchez del Rio told 
me you must take our gold cross 
with a relic of him and use it to 
pray with the sick,” she said.

“I said to her, ‘Wait, wait.’ 
She wanted me to take the cross, 
but I told her, ‘Wait until after I 
say Mass.’”

She said the martyr appeared 
three times in her dreams and 
told her to give him the relic.  

“I need a sign,” Father said. 
“Let me see if something hap-
pens at Mass.”

After Communion, he asked 
anyone who was sick to come for-
ward for a blessing. Immediately, 
the congregation came forward 
“like a wave.” They began 
shouting: “Father, I have a brain 
tumor.” “Father, I have worms.” 
“Father, my kidneys aren’t work-
ing.” “Father, I have back pain…”

“People were shouting out,” 
he said. Their cries seemed to 
subside, and he clearly heard a 
voice say, “You must take this 
cross with you, and with this 
cross, you will bless the sick.”

“It was my sign from the 
holy martyr that I must take the 
cross,” he said. 

Father returned with the 
cross, which contains a first-
class relic of St. Joselito. At the 
top is an image of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, and at the base of 
Christ the King, recalling the 
martyr’s final words, “Viva Cristo 
Rey y la Virgen de Guadalupe!”

When Father Otoniel was 
reassigned to St. Joseph Church, 
he began to celebrate Mass in 
honor of the young martyr.

“When I started, few people 
knew about St. Joselito,” Father 
said. “But now there is a strong 
devotion, and people come from 
New York.”

On April 16, 2018, as he was 
saying morning Mass in the 
chapel, a small drop of blood 
appeared on the pall covering the 
chalice. The pall had a picture of 
St. Joselito and had been given to 
him in Sahuayo. 

“I looked for a moment and 
saw this wasn’t there before,” he 
said. “Something extraordinary 
had happened, so I took some pic-
tures. To me, it looked like a right 
foot of a human formed in blood, 
and I realized St. Joselito was 
alive in that chapel and that it was 
a place for him. After four days, 
it disappeared, and I talked to the 
pastor about making a chapel for 
St. Joselito.” 

Father Peter Lenox approved 
the project, which began in 2020. 

“Building a chapel was not our 
original intention,” Father said. 
“But I believe St. Joselito wanted 
it built. The chapel is a holy place 
to celebrate daily Mass as well as 
adoration. It is a shrine for people 
to pray to God and to St. Joselito. 
He is the one who made the chap-

el happen, and he brought people 
to help I didn’t even know.”

One of those people was David 
Riccio, a foremost expert in beau-
tification of churches. Riccio is a 
president and principal at John 
Canning & Co. of Cheshire, a 
leading architectural arts resto-
ration contractor.

At first, Riccio was asked to 
provide technical advice. 

“When I showed up, Father 
Otto told me about the miracle, and 
I was stunned,” he said. “I couldn’t 
get it out of my mind and found it 
very profound and moving.” 

Riccio spent several days deco-
rating the wall behind the sanctuary. 

“I wanted to make it as beautiful 
as possible, and ideas were flooding 
into my mind about colors and pat-
terns and design,” he recalled. 

“From this one simple visit, 
I became inspired, and I became 

immersed in the life of St. Jose 
Sanchez del Rio,” he said, “I envi-
sioned what the chapel could be. I 
wanted this little chapel to be a place 
of beauty, truth and reverence.”

Riccio would return on week-
ends and work eight to 10 hours 
a day. His volunteer work, which 
lasted months, created a magnif-
icent chapel that has awed pil-
grims and parishioners. 

Father Otoniel said: “We can 
have many artists, but there was 
only one David Riccio, who was 
gifted from God to do this great 
and fantastic work.”

Whenever Riccio went there, 
Father would bless his hands and 
pray with him.

“No one told me what I could 
or couldn’t do,” he said. “Father 
Otto said to me, ‘St. Joselito is 
making the decisions.’ I had been 
called to volunteer.”                     n

FATHER OTONIEL LIZCANO, of St. Joseph-St. Ladislaus Parish, celebrates 
Mass in the beautiful.St Joselito Chapel in Norwalk.
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Nuestra Voz

por MARICARMEN GODOY

NORWALK. En la primera 
reunión de padres de familia 
para tratar la guía a seguir sobre 
el Catecismo 2022-2023 en 
la parroquia de Saint Joseph-
Saint Ladislaus, Carmen Janeth 
Tarrazana, directora del pro-
grama, informó a los padres de 
familia de los niños inscritos para 
la preparación a tomar los sacra-
mentos de la Primera Comunión 
y Confirmación, sobre una serie 
de normas, reglas y guías a 
seguirse-considerando que los 
cursos toman dos años y la par-
ticipación incluye a la familia en 
forma decidida.  

El curso de catequesis que ini-
ciará la semana después del Día 
de Trabajo en septiembre, ya se 
encuentran inscritos 245 niños, 
de los cuales el 93 por ciento son 
de origen hispano. Los dos años 
del curso serán desde septiembre 
a mayo, un día por semana, en 
horario de martes, jueves y sába-
do; debiendo en forma mandato-
ria asistir a la misa infantil de los 
domingos a las 10:30AM. 

Por el momento, solamente el 

programa cuenta con 19 maestros 
que deben tomar un curso de for-
mación, incluyendo el Virtuos que 
contiene las reglas para evitar el 
apego estrecho entre los niños que 
la Diócesis impuso desde los casos 
de pedofilia que enfrentó la igle-
sia; además dos libros extras para 
aprender cómo deben enseñar a 
los niños y cómo deben relacio-
narse con los padres de familia.  

Acorde con Tarrazana, hacen 
falta más maestros de catecis-
mo, considerando que ella tiene 
mas de dos décadas trabajando 
en la iglesia Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe en Danbury y en esta 
ciudad hay una tradición con 
mayor estructura sobre el trabajo 
voluntario. Reconociendo, obvia-
mente, que las iglesias de Saint 
Joseph y Saint Ladislaus apenas 
tienen un par de años de fusión 
por lo que tomará tiempo desarr-
ollar una agenda de vinculación.   

Otra de las reglas de la cate-
quesis es sobre las faltas de los 
niños. Simplemente podrán 
ausentarse tres veces del aula y 
deberán presentar un certificado 
médico en caso de ausencia de 
enfermedad y si las faltas no son 

Inicia el catecismo con 93 
por ciento de niños hispanos 
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How is that going?

naysayer would see no connec-
tion. But I like to think that when 
Mannnix’s life was in peril, the 
Blessed Lady, knowing that he fin-
gered the beads more than a few 
times in his lifetime, interceded 
with her Son on his behalf. That’s 
my opinion, and I’m sticking to it.

A recent Catholic press col-
umn by papal biographer George 
Weigel about Pope John Paul 
II reasoned along a similar line. 
Here’s what he wrote:

“On May 13, 1982. Pope John 
Paul II flew to Portugal on a pil-
grimage of thanksgiving for his 
life having been spared the year 
before. At the airport welcoming 
ceremony , the Pope, reflecting 
that he’d been shot on the Feast 
of Our Lady of Fatima, mused 
that ‘In the designs of Providence, 
there are no mere coincidences.’ 
What we think of as coincidence 
is rather a facet of the divine plan 
for our lives that we’ve not fit into 
the proper frame.”

A chance encounter,  a crash 
survival,  a defying of a would-
be assassin’s bullet—any con-
nection? Hard to think not. As 
Bishop Caggiano said: “There is 
no coincidence in life.”

(Frank DeRosa is a Wilton res-
ident and member of Our Lady of 
Fatima Parish. He is the former the 
Associate Publisher of The Tablet 
and director of the Diocesan Public 
Information Office for the Diocese of 
Brooklyn. He retired in 2008).        n

 Bishop’s podcast
from page 7

LA PRIMERA REUNIÓN de padres para conocer las guías del programa de 
catecismo estuvo abarrotada de familias que escuchaban con atención cada 
directirz que la directora y el padre Guy dieron, considerando que el curso dura 
dos años y se debe procurar no faltar a clases e involucrarse en la comunidad.

justificadas, los niños deberán 
repetir el curso que dura tanto 
tiempo porque no solamente 
aprenden la cartilla infantil que 
demanda memorizar decenas 
de oraciones, sino de un trabajo 
comunitario para que aprendan 
a vivir y colaborar en comunidad 
en forma cristiana.  

Y sobre la vida cristiana 
en comunidad, el Padre Guy 
Dormevil, que apenas tiene un 
año de ser ordenado sacerdote, 
pero mas de 40 años de cercanía 
con la iglesia de Saint Joseph, dijo 
a los padres de familia que él con-
oce de primera mano la necesidad 
de conectar a la familia en la vida 
espiritual diaria de un niño porque 
eso marca las decisiones acertadas 
que tomará en su futuro y porque 
es necesario crear una relación 
donde se pueda desplegar la pres-
encia del Espíritu Santo.  

“ Estoy disponible para la for-
mación de la educación religiosa, 
para iniciar una relación con 
Cristo, para que cuando un niño 
y sus padres lean y aprendan en 
los libros sobre la vida espiritual, 
también desarrollen una relación 
que puedan sentir la presencia del 

espíritu santo”, dijo el Padre Guy,  
que contó que estuvo casado por 
29 años, que tiene dos hijos y dos 
nietos y que al morir su esposa 
sintió el llamado de Dios al sac-
erdocio, entonces, dijo en forma 
enfática dirigiéndose a los padres: 
“Yo también estuve sentado ahí, 
yo se lo que es ser padre de famil-
ia y la obligación de acercar a los 
hijos a Dios en su iglesia”.  

María Camacho, nativa de 
Guanajuato-México, que reside 
en Norwalk hace 14 años, madre 
de Katherine y Santiago Sánchez, 
preguntó sobre los días de clases 
y el posible cambio de horarario 
para sus hijos; e igualmente, 
Astrid Cisneros, guatemalteca, 
mamá de Astrid Aparicio, de 8 
años, quien estudiará para hacer 
su Primera Comunión en los dos 
próximos años venideros.   

Finalmente, Paola Arango, 

colombiana, se presentó para 
invitar a los niños a su prim-
era actividad como parte del 
programa de catecismo, donde 
experimentarán rezar el Rosario 
en forma dinámica porque 
realizarán una pieza teatral de los 
misterios gozosos y confecciona-
rán sus propios rosarios con hilo 
y pepitas. Actividad que será el 
sábado primero de octubre de tres 
a seis de la tarde.           n
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Reverend Nick A. Cirillo, 54
BRIDGEPORT—Reverend 

Nick A. Cirillo, pastor of 
St. Edward the Confessor 
Parish in New Fairfield, went 
home to the Lord on Sunday, 
August 28, 2022. He was 54 
years of age.

“Father Nick faced his suffer-
ing and final illness with great 
courage and faith. He wanted 
all to know that he left this 
world filled with gratitude for 
all the goodness that God had 
shared with him, in his life and 
priesthood,” said Bishop Frank 
J. Caggiano. “Please pray for 
the repose of the soul of Father 
Cirillo and for the consolation of 
his family.”

Nick Anthony Cirillo was 
born on August 16, 1968. He 

FatHEr cHriS ForD

Changing the way we look at the world
In the movie Dead Poets 

Society, there is a scene where 
the teacher, Mr. Keating (played 
brilliantly by Robin Williams), 
leaps up onto his desk in the 
front of the classroom. Asking 
his students why he did this, one 
in the back sarcastically answers, 
“to feel taller!”. Mr. Keating tells 
the student that’s not quite the 
answer and says the reason he is 
standing on his desk is to remind 
himself that he must constantly 
look at the world from a different 
perspective, to see things anew. 
He then invites all of the students 
to step up onto his desk and see 
the world from this new point of 
view. It’s a powerful scene and 
one that reminds us of the impor-
tance and power of transforming 

the way we look at the world. 
To completely change the way 

we view the world is really what 
the power of the Holy Spirit does 
in our hearts. In fact, the whole 
story of salvation is one of pro-
foundly changing expectations, of 
learning to see beyond what is right 
in front of me to the possibilities 
that lie beyond and of taking what 
doesn’t seem probable or even pos-
sible and turning it into something 
remarkable in the moment that it is 
touched and transformed by God.

In this light of God and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, it even 
changes what I see as possible. It 
even gives me strength to say Yes 
to whatever it is I discern that God 
is asking me to do—even some-
thing challenging like priesthood or 

religious life or just becoming the 
Saint I have been called to be.

When Ezekiel sees the valley 
of the dry bones, he sees nothing. 
God, however, sees the remnants 
of a great nation that, with the 
animating presence of the Holy 
Spirit within them, will rise up 
once again to bear witness to the 
reality of life in God.

When the people of Nazareth 
looked at Mary, they saw a small, 
humble, provincial woman who 
is as nothing in the eyes of the 
world. God saw the stem from 
which the fruit of His presence in 
the world will grow and flower. 

When we look at the disciples, 
we see fearful, timid men who 
abandoned Jesus in his hour of 
need. But when He saw them on 

the shores of Galilee, under the 
tree, in the tax collectors post, 
He saw the men who would 
bring His salvation to the farthest 
corners of the world, not of their 
own accord, but by the transform-
ing power of the Spirit.

When we look at the 
Eucharist, our eyes see and our 
tongues taste simple bread and 
wine, but our souls leap for joy 
within us at the true and real 
presence of our Lord and Savior

We are so used to being let 
down in this world, but the faith-
fulness of God seeks to change 
that. He seeks to give us the foun-
dation we need to be bold in our 
pursuit of holiness, for ourselves 
and those around us, because He 
will always be there no matter the 

struggles or obstacles or falls we 
might encounter along the way.

When we begin to recognize 
that the fruitfulness of our lives 
depends far less on what we do 
and far more on what we allow 
to be done to us, according to His 
word, the way we see the world 
changes. And when the way we 
see the world changes, we can 
begin to change the world.          n

was baptized in Saint Andrew 
Church in Bridgeport. He 
also received his First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation 
at Saint Andrew.  Father 
Cirillo received his grammar 
school education in Bridgeport 
public schools and attended 
Notre Dame High School in 
Fairfield from which he grad-
uated in 1986. He majored in 
religious studies and philos-
ophy at Fairfield University 
receiving his Bachelor of Arts 
in 1990. 

Father Cirillo received 
his priestly formation at the 
Pontifical North American 
College in Rome, and was grant-
ed a Licentiate in Dogmatic 
Theology.  He was ordained 
to the priesthood at Saint 
Augustine Cathedral on July 
1, 1995 by Bishop Edward M. 
Egan.  

Immediately following his 
ordination, Father Cirillo was 
given a summer assignment at 
St. Lawrence Parish in Shelton 
after which he returned to Rome 
to complete his Licentiate. Upon 
his return to the diocese in 1996, 
he was once again assigned to 
St. Lawrence Church. This was 
followed by a six-year assign-
ment commencing in 2005 at 
Trinity Catholic High School in 
Stamford while living at the St. 
John Fisher Seminary. He served 
as a spiritual director at both 
places.

He was named pastor of St. 
Edward the Confessor Parish in 
New Fairfield in 2011, where he 
served until his passing. 

Father Cirillo served sev-
eral terms on the Presbyteral 
Council. He was also Dean of 
Our Lady, Queen of Confessors 
Deanery from 2017 until his 
passing. 

In 2008, when he was serv-
ing as spiritual director of St 
John Fisher Seminary, Father 
Cirillo wrote a memorable trib-
ute to Father Joseph Linck who 

had passed away at the age of 
43. Father Cirillo’s words of 
remembrance for Father Linck 
also beautifully commemorate 
his own final days and the cour-
age of his priestly witness:  “He 
was faithful in life, providing a 
model of how to love of God 
above all things and to trust 
His providence. He was faithful 
even in death, showing us how 
to bear suffering with steadfast 
faith and reserved dignity. Even 
as illness claimed more and 
more of his strength, he strug-

gled to offer whatever he could 
muster for the sake of his minis-
try and for the glory of God.” 

Father Cirillo’s body was 
received on Wednesday, August 
31, 2022 at St. Edward the 
Confessor Church, 21 Brush 
Hill Rd., New Fairfield at 3:00 
pm. A 7:00 pm Mass was cele-
brated for the repose of his soul 
with Reverend Robert Crofut as 
homilist. Bishop Caggiano was 
the celebrant for Father Cirillo’s 
Funeral Mass and serve as hom-
ilist on Thursday, September 1. n

rEvErEnD nicK a. cirillo




