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➤ continued on page 24

By ROSE BRENNAN

BRIDGEPORT—It was stand-
ing room only at St. Augustine 
Cathedral on the morning of 
June 15, when Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano ordained David Klein 
and Jozef Ukaj to the priesthood. 
The occasion brought faithful 
from all around the diocese 
and the world to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders being 
conferred on the diocese’s two 
newest priests.

“God has called these two 
men into a mystery my poor 
words could never describe,” the 
bishop said of the two men. “It is 
a mystery of God’s love: a love 
that the Father and Son have for 
them, a love that is gentle and 
merciful, a love that is fierce and 
challenging, a love that will sus-
tain them in their priestly life, a 
love that will bring them to eter-
nal life.”

Matthew Klein proclaimed 
the First Reading, from the Book 

Dr. Steven Cheeseman appointed NCEA leader

of the Prophet Jeremiah, while 
Paskal Krasniqi proclaimed the 
Second Reading—in Ukaj’s 
native Albanian—from St. Paul’s 
Second Letter to the Corinthians.

Following the Gospel reading 
from St. John, both Klein and 
Ukaj were called forward by 
Father Christopher Ford, director 
of vocations and seminarians, 
who testified to their worthiness 
to be ordained to the priesthood.

“Relying on the help of 
the Lord God and our Savior 
Jesus Christ, we choose these 
our brothers for the Order of 
the Priesthood,” said Bishop 
Caggiano, to thunderous applause 
from the faithful gathered.

The two men were then seated 
for the bishop’s homily, when he 
asked them to recall the reading 
from Jeremiah they’d just heard.

“From the moment you were 
conceived in your mother’s 
womb, this day had been foreseen 
by our Father in heaven,” Bishop 
Caggiano said. “For each of you, 

this journey has not been easy. It 
has taken you to far-off places … 
It has taken you to places where 
you wondered what the next day 
would hold. You have experi-
enced acceptance and doubt and 
perhaps even rejection along the 
way, but all of that has been the 
unfolding of God’s love. There 

has not been a person or an expe-
rience that God has not allowed 
you to have that has not—in 
its own way—prepared you to 
receive this great mystery.”

The bishop reminded Klein 
and Ukaj that from the moment 
they received the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders, they would act 

By BRIAN D. WALLACE

BRIDGEPORT—Steven F. 
Cheeseman, Ed.D., who has 
served as Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools in the Diocese 
of Bridgeport since June 2016, has 
been named President and Chief 
Executive Officer of the National 
Catholic Education Association 
(NCEA).The announcement was 
made by the Bishop Emeritus 
Gerald F. Kicanas, D.D. PhD., of 
the Diocese of Tucson and NCEA 
Board Chairman.    

Headquartered in Arlington, 
Va., the NCEA is the largest, 
private professional education 
association in the world. NCEA 
works with Catholic educators to 
support ongoing faith formation 
and the teaching mission of the 
Catholic Church. Its membership 
includes nearly 140,000 educators 
serving 1.6 million students in 
Catholic education. It strengthens 
Catholic school communities by 
convening all stakeholders and 
providing professional develop-
ment, data, public policy and 
resources to support faith and 
intellectual formation.

in persona Christi—the person 
of Christ. And that when they 
were called to preach the Gospel, 
it was especially important to 
remember it could be done both 
in word and in action.

“I know you will preach fear-
lessly, truthfully, faithfully, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ,” Bishop 
Caggiano said. “But more impor-
tantly, as the great preachers of 
the Church—John Chrysostom, 
Anthony of Padua—they all 
taught us that you will speak 
louder with your actions than 
your words. So be a living Gospel 
of what you know is the truth 
that will set you, me and all 
God’s people free.”

Following his homily, the 
bishop asked Klein and Ukaj the 
Promise of the Elect, when they 
declared their ability to under-
take the office of the priesthood, 
including promises to be trust-
worthy providers of the Lord’s 
Body, carry out and preach the 

growth in enrollment, innovation 
in personalized learning and fur-
ther strengthening of the core val-
ues of Catholic schools at a time 
when we are working toward the 
overall renewal of the diocese.

“As we transition to new lead-
ership, this focus and effort will 
continue, building on the great 
work of Dr. Cheeseman and our 
entire dedicated Catholic schools’ 
team and community,” Bishop 
Caggiano said.

The bishop said that Dr. 
Cheeseman notified staff, school 
leaders, board members and 
donors that he will continue to 
serve as superintendent until 
August 3. After that he will serve 
as an advisor to the Diocese of 
Bridgeport during the transition 
to a new Superintendent.

Among his many achieve-
ments, Dr. Cheeseman kept dioc-
esan Catholic schools open and 
safe throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic. He also played a key 
role in moving schools toward 
a new governance structure that 
expands resources and commu-
nity involvement. Through his 
efforts, our elementary and high 

school students have thrived, 
achieving high test scores and 
continuing their education.

Dr. Cheeseman began his 
tenure in 2016 by leading a long-
term strategic plan that success-
fully guided our schools through 
a period of change and challenge.

“Above all, I am most grateful 
that he has led our schools as a 
man of deep faith with a strong 
commitment to the mission of 
Catholic education as it enters 
a new era. He has remained 
focused on helping our students, 
parents, and staff encounter the 
Lord in meaningful ways that last 
a lifetime. Together with many 
dedicated board members, admin-
istrators, teachers, and parents, 
Dr. Cheeseman has worked tire-
lessly to ensure that our Catholic 
schools are not simply excellent 
private schools, but first and fore-
most faith-based learning com-
munities that form, inform and 
transform lives. They create the 
next generation of leaders in the 
Church and in the larger commu-
nity,” the bishop said.

Dr. Cheeseman came to the 

‘A love that will bring them to eternal life’

➤ continued on page 31

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano said 
Dr. Cheeseman’s new appointment 
“is a great gain for Catholic educa-
tion across the United States. His 
ability to work with others and his 
‘big picture’ vision will be a tre-
mendous resource for the NCEA. 

“While he will be much 
missed in our diocese, we wish 

him well in this challenging 
and important new role. We 
are immensely grateful for the 
work he and his team have 
accomplished during his eight-
year tenure as Superintendent 
of our Catholic schools. Under 
Dr. Cheeseman’s leadership, our 
schools have seen a continued 

FATHER JOZEF UKAJ (l, center) and Father David Klein (r, center) were 
ordained to the priesthood on Saturday, June 15.

Dr. Steven F. Cheeseman
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2024 Bishop’s Appeal
Parish sharing program approaching deadline

By JOE PISANI

BRIDGEPORT—The One in 
Christ 2024 Bishop’s Appeal is 
approaching a June 30 deadline 
for participation in the Parish 
Sharing Program.

Pamela S. Rittman, director 
of development and Bishop’s 
Appeal, says the program allows 
parishes to keep any pledges over 
their goal that are made by June 
30, so they can be used in local 
programs or “to direct the funds to 
another spiritually thriving parish 
that is facing financial challenges.”

Last year’s appeal exceeded 
the goal of $8.1 million. As a 
result, $500,000 was returned to 
the parishes that surpassed their 
goals. The pledges must be hon-
ored by December 31 of this year. 
As of June 6, $6.4 million has 
been raised and the Appeal is at 
82 percent of its $8 million goal.

“The extra funds can help 
bridge the gap to pay for a large 
expense, such as a boiler, HVAC 
system or roof repairs. St. Jude 
Parish in Monroe assisted Blessed 
Sacrament, an inner-city parish 
in Bridgeport, with resources for 
new, safe sidewalks around the 
parish. That would not be possible 
without the generosity of others,” 
Rittman said. “While donors feel 
they are serving the larger minis-
tries of the Appeal through their 
donations, they can also feel a 
sense of compassion and owner-
ship by providing for their parish 
or one that is in need.”

However, she stressed that 
donations to the Appeal can be 
made throughout the remainder 
of the year.

In launching this year’s 
Appeal with an $8 million 
goal, Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
encouraged the faithful to “unite 

as One in Christ to bring to life 
all the diocesan ministries, pro-
grams and agencies that deliver 
the pastoral care and human 
services that no single parish can 
provide on its own.” 

“We can all serve the larger 
diocesan community through the 
Bishop’s Appeal, no matter the 
size of our gift,” Rittman said. 
“With the summer months upon 
us, we shouldn’t forget the dioc-
esan programs that help so many 
others, such as the most vulner-
able who visit Catholic Charities 
nutrition and counseling programs 
for food and the homeless seeking 
housing opportunities. In addition, 
parents will be considering their 
finances for their children’s edu-
cation, and many will face budget 
challenges and look for support.”

She said that last year, 1,351 
families received scholarships, but 
1,213 families did not get assistance.

WE HAVE ALL BEEN 

blessed by God!
Your talent is God’s gift to you.  

What you do with it is your gift back to God.

The 2024 Bishop’s Appeal is a pillar in the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of people in Fairfield County.

Each year, over 15,000 generous donors provide for the 
spiritual, pastoral, educational, and material needs

in the Diocese of Bridgeport.

Now is the time you can make a difference in the life of 
our Church, and those in need in our communities. 

Please make your gift today!

To learn more, please visit 2024BishopsAppeal.org or call 203-416-1470

Scan here 
to make 
your gift 

online

How shall I make a return 
to the Lord for all the good 

He has done for me?
P S A L M  1 1 6 : 1 2

EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION 
AND MASS OF THANKSGIVING

What you do with it is your gift back to God.

Each year, over 15,000 generous donors provide for the 

Now is the time 

To learn more, please visit 

How shall I make a return 
to the Lord for all the good 

He has done for me?EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION 

Rittman cited some of the many 
ministries and services that are 
funded by the Bishop’s Appeal, 
such as faith formation for 16,353 
of our young people, formation 
and education of 24 seminarians, 
diaconate education and develop-
ment, 10,000 counseling sessions 
through Catholic Charities, more 
than one million meals through 
Catholic Charities to individuals 
and families battling inflation, 
housing assistance for the home-
less, and care for 74 retired priests.

A key function of the Appeal 
is to finance the education of 
seminarians, which amounts to 
$50,000 a year per seminarian, she 
said. This past year, 10 men were 
studying at St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary in Philadelphia, two at 
St. Joseph’s Seminary in Yonkers, 
one at St. John XXIII National 
Seminary in Massachusetts, 
and 12 at Redemptoris Mater 

Seminary in Stamford.
Bishop Caggiano has said one 

of the most important goals of 
the Appeal is to provide for the 
formation and support of our 
clergy, “who have a unique role 
in accompanying the people of 
God on their journey of faith as 
spiritual fathers.”

On June 15, the bish-
op ordained David Klein of 
Trumbull and Jozef Ukaj of 
Yonkers, N.Y., as priests for 
the Diocese of Bridgeport at St. 
Augustine Cathedral.

“Your gifts build up Christ’s 
body in our local church by 
encouraging vocational discern-
ment for future generations, sup-
porting seminarian and diaconate 
formation, and providing ongoing 
formation and retreats for our 
priests so that we may have holy 
ministers serving the people of 

➤ continued on page 28



Parish sharing program approaching deadline

An outpouring of grace begins in Bridgeport
By ROSE BRENNAN  

and JOE PISANI

More than 7,000 
faithful throughout the 
diocese turned out to par-
ticipate in the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage as 
the “Seton” route took it 
through the Diocese of 
Bridgeport on the way 
to Indianapolis this sum-
mer. It was a moment of 
grace, reverence, beauty 
and public faithfulness 
as the procession passed 
through familiar roads, 
streets and neighborhoods 
in Fairfield County.

Those who participated in the 
Eucharistic processions and Mass 
of Thanksgiving that followed 
were deeply moved and blessed.

After arriving in Bridgeport 
Harbor from its start in New 

Haven on Sunday, May 19, the 
Eucharistic Procession began 
in the diocese with stops in five 
nearby Bridgeport parishes. 
Aptly, the first stop was Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in Bridgeport’s 
East End. A small parish, Blessed 
Sacrament has a diverse congre-
gation that was ready to welcome 
the Eucharist through its doors, 
especially as the only Catholic 
parish in the East End.

“We are a Catholic presence 
in an area that was industry and 
is now abandoned in many, 
many ways,” said Father Joseph 
Karcsinski, Blessed Sacrament’s 
pastor. “But the bishop has asked 
us to maintain a Catholic presence 
in this area in the East End. And 
we accept that as a mandate … 
We’re very conscious of being a 
Catholic presence here and uphold-
ing our faith and our tradition.”

From Blessed Sacrament, 
the pilgrimage processed to SS. 
Cyril and Methodius Parish on 
Bridgeport’s East Side, which 
welcomed the Blessed Sacrament 
with the Solemn Vespers of 
Pentecost. The parish operates 
under the auspices of the Institute 
of Christ the King, Sovereign 
Priest, a society of apostolic life 

whose liturgies are exclusively 
celebrated in Latin.

To Canon Francis Altiere, 
SS. Cyril and Methodius’ rector, 
participating in this nationwide 
Eucharistic procession is a way 
to get back to one of the Catholic 
Church’s oldest traditions and 
public displays of faith.

“Eucharistic processions are 
an important way, first of all, 
for Catholics to revitalize our 
own faith, but also now living 
in a world that’s very indiffer-
ent or even just ignorant of the 
faith, a public procession like 
this is a good opportunity also 
to share the faith. It’s important 
for the Catholics of Bridgeport, 
but whether they know it or not, 
it’s also very important for the 
non-Catholics of Bridgeport.”

The Blessed Sacrament 
then made its way to St. Mary 
Parish, a predominantly Spanish-
speaking community. This 
Spanish language tradition makes 
St. Mary unique among many 
of the other Bridgeport parishes, 
according to its pastor, Father 
Rolando Torres.

“Even when we have 
American people or communities, 
everyone is speaking Spanish,” 

Father Torres said. “And it has 
been growing. It’s a very big com-
munity that is growing. And I will 
say that the cultures from different 
countries from Latin America (are 
growing). So we identify with that. 
And it’s been beautiful, because 
it’s been working in that way with 
the help of all the groups that we 
have in the church.”

The Blessed Sacrament then 
processed to St. Michael the 
Archangel Parish, home to a pre-
dominantly Polish community. 
Here, the community welcomed 
the Blessed Sacrament with an 
outdoor altar, music and a bilin-
gual Chaplet of Divine Mercy.

As the sun began to set 
on Bridgeport, the Blessed 
Sacrament traveled to its final 
destination of the day: St. Charles 
Borromeo Parish. One of the 
largest parishes in the entire 
diocese, St. Charles is home to 
many different Catholic commu-
nities—among them Hispanic, 
Brazilian, Haitian and the 
Neocatechumenal Way. Here, 
Bishop Caggiano and the St. 
Charles community celebrated 
a Holy Hour before a period of 
overnight Adoration began at 
9:30 pm.

Students attend Mass  
at the Cathedral

On the second day of the 
Eucharistic Procession through 
Bridgeport, Jesus was wel-
comed by a cathedral filled with 
school children. Bishop Frank 
J. Caggiano, joined by priests 
and deacons from throughout 
the diocese, celebrated a Solemn 
Pontifical Mass of the Memorial 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of the Church, at St. 
Augustine Cathedral.

“How blessed we are,” he 
told the faithful, who included 
students from several Catholic 
schools, religious sisters and 
members of the Knights of 
Columbus. “How great are the 
gifts God gives us. Who are we 
to have the food of eternal life 
and the Mother of all mothers 
who will lead us to glory? We are 
the Church. We are the disciples 
of Jesus Christ. We are the ones 
chosen by him to carry his mes-
sage and mission to the world … 
and today we celebrate the fact 
that we all have the same mother: 
Mary, Mother of the Church. 
May she lead us safely home, so 
that one day we might all share 

➤ continued on page 8
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Eucharistic Procession
By JOE PISANI

NORWALK—On the third 
day of the Eucharistic Procession 
through the Diocese of 
Bridgeport, Jesus visited the faith-
ful departed at St. John Cemetery 
and was joined by almost 70 
people, including priests, reli-
gious sisters and Bishop Frank J. 

By KATHY-ANN GOBIN

RIDGEFIELD—The joy of 
walking with Jesus Christ was 
palpable as hundreds of faithful 
processed through downtown 
Ridgefield as part of 2024 
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage.

“We are accompanying the 
Lord across the country so that 
we can bring Jesus to others,” 
said Father Roger Landry during 
his homily at St. Mary Parish 
on Catoonah Street before lead-
ing the faithful on their journey 
through town.

“Jesus remains in the world 
so his joy may be in us today,” 
he said. “How can we who have 
encountered this joy not want to 
share it with others? We know that 
life with Jesus is so much richer.”

Father Landry, a priest from 
the Diocese of Fall River, Mass., 
is one of dozens of people  

Eucharistic 
procession 
takes Jesus 
to visit 
faithful 
departed

Caggiano, who prayed the Rosary, sang and walked in silence past the 
graves of family, friends and the forgotten.

“It is most fitting, my friends, that today in our small portion of 
the Eucharistic procession that began at the tomb of Blessed Michael 
McGivney and will wind its way to Indianapolis, that you and I are 
going to process to the resting place of our parents, spouses, siblings, 
neighbors and friends,” the bishop said during his homily at the Votive 
Mass of the Precious Blood at St. Matthew Parish.

He invited several hundred people gathered at Mass to join the 

A joyous 
time 
shared 
with 
the Lord

➤ continued on page 9

➤ continued on page 29

Photos by: Amy Mortensen, Paul Haring, Rose Brennan, Anna Mastrolillo, 
Janie Nneji, Andrew Masi and Father Luke Suarez.
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Eucharistic Procession
St. Thomas Aquinas 
students witness arrival 
of Blessed Sacrament

By EMILY CLARK

FAIRFIELD—Dozens of students stood 
in the glorious sunshine along Route One in 
Fairfield early Monday afternoon, lining the 
sidewalks and waiting, patiently, expectantly 
for Jesus to arrive. On the second day of the 
Eucharistic Procession, the Blessed Sacrament 
was transferred five miles down the road from 
Our Lady of the Assumption Parish in Fairfield 
to St. Thomas Aquinas Parish as these children 
from the parish school witnessed what some 

Assumption 
Westport 
hosts Vespers, 
Benediction 
for national 
procession

By EMILY CLARK

WESTPORT—As its final stop before the overnight Adoration in 
Norwalk on the second day of the Eucharistic Procession, the Blessed 
Sacrament was received at Assumption Parish in Westport, where the 
faithful gathered for an evening of prayer on May 20 at 7 pm. Father 
Cyrus Bartolome, pastor at Assumption, led a procession including 
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano and members of the Eucharistic Pilgrimage 
into the church for Exposition, Vesper, and Benediction.

As Father Bartolome placed the host in the monstrance for 
Adoration, cantor Aidan Andrews and organist Frank Matto opened  

➤ continued on page 9

➤ continued on page 29
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Eucharistic Procession

Outpouring of Grace from page 5

in glory everlasting.”
Bishop Caggiano told 

the students that as the day 
approached when Jesus would 
give his life for our salvation, 
he prepared to give his disciples 
two great gifts.

“My young friends, we come 
here so that we could receive 
the food of eternal life given 
to us by the Lord himself,” he 
said. “Jesus also gave us the 
second gift moments before he 
literally handed over his spirit 
to the Father. His last great gift 
was his own mother, the Virgin 
Mary, the one who said ‘yes’ 
to the Angel Gabriel. The one 
whose ‘yes’ allowed her Son to 
enter into the world. The one 
woman above all others who set 
the stage for our salvation.”

Bishop Caggiano also said 
Our Lord knew that we would 
struggle with sinfulness, disobe-
dience, and pride.

Sister Mareja of the 
Missionaries of Charity said 
that by walking in the proces-
sion, they had been blessed by 
receiving extraordinary graces.

“We can feel it, we experi-
enced it,” she said. “We experi-

enced a foretaste of heaven.”
Her colleague, Sister Sarah, 

agreed and said it was a tremen-
dous honor and privilege to be 

walking the streets with Jesus.
Students from Kolbe Cathedral 

High School and the Catholic 
Academy of Bridgeport’s St. 
Augustine campus attended the 
Mass, along with a contingent that 
came by bus from St. Joseph High 
School in Trumbull and Notre 
Dame High School in Fairfield.

Deacon Jeff Font, who is in 
charge of campus ministry at St. 
Joseph, said, “The Eucharist is the 
center of our faith. Taking part in 

this renewal shows students how 
significant it is in our lives.”

Also attending the Mass were 
12 pilgrims who will process all the 

way to Indianapolis for the National 
Eucharistic Congress in July.

Father Luke Suarez, pastor of 
Holy Spirit Parish in Stamford 
and lead organizer for the pro-
cession, proclaimed, “It’s a new 
day. It’s beautiful to see so many 
people at the cathedral.”

Joseph C. Rahtelli, State 
Deputy for the Knights of 
Columbus and a member of 
St. Virigilius Council #185 
at St. Rose of Lima Parish in 

By BROOKE WASSERMAN

STAMFORD—From May 19 
to 22, the Diocese of Bridgeport 
held a Eucharistic procession, 
as a part of the larger National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage. The 
diocese’s leg encompassed eight 
towns and 19 parishes across. 
Each day was filled with local 
processions, Masses, Holy Hours, 
and overnight Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

The National Eucharistic 
Congress found inspiration in the 
results of several surveys which 
probed into a lack of faith in the 
True Presence of Christ within 
the Blessed Sacrament. Hosting 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
throughout the night sought to 
express the belief in the Blessed 
Sacrament as the True Presence of 
Christ in its worshipers. 

For this overnight Adoration, 
the Sacrament was exposed 
at 9:30 pm, and was adored 
throughout the night, until it 

Overnight Eucharistic Adoration

Prayer appeals to young adults
was reposed again at 8 am the 
following morning. To make sure 
the Sacrament was perpetually 
adored, worshippers signed up for 
hour-long time slots during which 
they could silently adore the 
Blessed Sacrament. Many of the 
participants were young adults, 
in their 20s to 30s. 

According to Lilliana 
Delmonico, a 26-year-old 
Fairfield University alumna who 
participated in the overnight 
Adoration at St. Mary Parish in 
Norwalk, the appeal to young 
adults is the stark contrast it 
offers against a stress-ridden and 
bustling modern life. 

Delmonico finds that as a 
young person trying to find a bal-
ance to the “stress of work-life,” 
“the biggest thing is just friend-
ship and community.” 

Through Adoration and other 
forms of prayer organized by 
young adult groups, Delmonico 
says that she has found that 
community, which she says was 

much more difficult to maintain 
after graduating college, and her 
built-in academic community 
was lost.

By participating in this over-
night Adoration, D.J. Ciampi, 

another Fairfield University 
alumnus, felt he could help 
support that community by sign-

ing up for late-night time slots. 
Ciampi, recently terminated 
from his job, has an opportunity 

in which he realized many oth-
ers may not have to adore the 
Sacrament late at night. 

“I thought it would have been 
nice for me to take some over-
night shifts because there were 
other people who, you know it 
was on a Tuesday night going 
into a Wednesday, so these 
people have to go to work, and 
their jobs just started around 
eight, nine o’clock”, says Ciampi 
about his decision to pick up 
not one but two late-night hour-
long Adoration time slots at St. 
Cecilia Church in Stamford. “I 
just thought it would be a great 
opportunity to help out.” 

Adoration also offers more 
than just community. Both 
Delmonico and Ciampi have 
their own ways of finding peace 
through Adoration. 

For Delmonico, she has found 
Adoration to be a “meditative 
kind of activity, where I’m able 
to be in the presence of Jesus, but 
then provide him … a breakdown 
of my life.” She also takes it as 
a moment to journal, to “track 
certain things that I’ve asked for, 
and kind of see them come true, 
which is really awesome.” For 
her, journaling has also been a 
“great exercise for me to see the 
power of Adoration.” 

For Ciampi, participating in 
Adoration is an essential moment 
of reflection. During the over-
night Adoration, he took time to 
“think about what the Lord has 
worked for me, what people he 
has put in my life, what things he 
has done for me to get me to this 
point where I get to just adore 
him at the Blessed Sacrament”— 
a close connection to Christ 
which he calls a “blessed and 
wonderful experience.” 

Even in hardship, Ciampi finds 
that the closeness with Christ 
which he experiences through 
Adoration is healing for him, 
saying that Adoration for him is 
also an “opportunity just to reflect 
on my life and kind of now look 
more forward” offering him “a 
renewed sense of comfort.”        n

Newtown, came with a contin-
gent of Knights who held the 
processional canopy above the 
Blessed Sacrament. Rahtelli 
had been with the procession 
since it started at the Church 
of St. Mary in New Haven, 
which holds the tomb of 
Blessed Michael McGivney, 
founder of the Knights.

“We have been helping out 
and promoting the procession 
in our councils,” he said. “We 
are honored that it started in 
New Haven, Connecticut, and 
very excited to be part of the 
Eucharistic Renewal, which is 
so significant in the life of the 
Church.

James Carmody of St. Mark 
Parish in Stratford was among 
the Knights who processed, 
and he was joined at Mass by 
his wife Olga, who said, “I had 
so many things to do today, but 
the Eucharist comes first, and 
I’m so happy to be here.”

Over the next two months, 
the Blessed Sacrament will make 
its way across the country to the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis  
for the National Eucharistic 
Congress in July.	                    n
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St. Thomas Aquinas students from page 5Eucharistic Procession
procession to St. John’s Cemetery 
nearby.

“We will walk there to invite 
them to join us in our great ado-
ration of the Lord,” he said. “For 
they, too, are with us in the great 
Communion of the Church, who 
are living in a world that wants 
us to believe that death is the end, 
and therefore we must be afraid 
and run. We will sing our praises 
to remind the world that they are 
wrong, and that death is the pre-
amble to glory in Jesus Christ.”

Father Francis Hoffmann, 
pastor of St. Matthew, said the 
procession went down Richards 
Avenue on one side of the street, 
with Father Miguel Betancur 
Lenis carrying the monstrance 
beneath a canopy held aloft 
by a contingent of Knights of 
Columbus. There were seminar-
ian servers carrying thuribles, 
candles and a cross, joined by the 
lay faithful and sisters from the 
Convent of St. Birgitta, the Sisters 
of Life, and the Missionary Sisters 
of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Mary Immaculate.

Well-wishers in passing cars 
waved and smiled.

Upon entering the main 
entrance of the cemetery, they 
arrived at the priests’ circle, 
where there is a statue of the 
Risen Christ and an altar, upon 
which they placed the mon-
strance. The group also walked 
down the lanes of the cemetery, 
praying the Rosary and in silent 
meditation. They later recited the 
Litany of the Faithful Departed, 
spent an hour in Adoration and 
received a Eucharistic blessing.

“It was really nice, and it was 
so beautiful to see our people 

Jesus to Visit Faithful Departed from page 6

called a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
Seventh grade choir members Eviana Haddad, Olivia Stern 

and Michaela Andreasson said this was a moment that deserved 
the most respect. 

“I’m nervous and excited for the Body of Christ to come in 
the monstrance,” said Haddad. “It’s a great opportunity for our 
school, and we’re lucky to see it.”

While these girls and their classmates waited outside, altar 
server Michael Coma and his younger brother Nicholas were 

preparing for the Holy Hour in the sacristy. 
“It’s an honor to be here in the presence of Jesus,” said 

Michael, who planned to carry the cross. His brother agreed, 
saying, “It means God is here physically for his people, and we 
feel closer to him.”

As Father Roger Landry, a priest from the Diocese of Fall 
River, Mass., carried the Eucharist across the sidewalk and up 
the steps of the church, an altar server incensed the monstrance 
while the onlookers remained silent and in awe of the proces-
sion. Once inside, the hymns began. Students and their teachers 
filed in, with this year’s First Communicants wearing their suits 
and white dresses, and the older children their ties and plaid 
jumpers. They held their Rosaries, taking inquisitive looks from 
the monstrance to the choir and back again, many sitting with 
praying hands throughout the procession. Parishioners and 
guests occupied the remaining pews, filling the church.

“We are grateful the Lord has come to spend time with us,” 
Father David Roman said, addressing the students. “As you 
genuflect, be reverent and remember what a great gift you have 
in Jesus.”

When Father Landry arrived at St. Thomas with several 
young adults and religious sisters as traveling pilgrims, he was 
one of 24 people walking for 65 days to Indianapolis, part of 
what he called a three-year plan to help the faithful grow in 
hope, love, amazement, and gratitude for Jesus. This plan, he 
added, was prompted by a significant crisis in the church.

“Only three in 10 Catholics say they truly believe that the 
bread and wine totally change into Jesus at Mass. Yes, this is 
the same Jesus who was in Mary’s womb, the same Jesus who 
was carried in Joseph’s arms; the same Jesus who rose from the 
dead,” said Father Landry, the only priest walking a full route 
on this National Eucharistic Pilgrimage. “We’re trying to help 
every Catholic take his gift to other people. We want people to 
know Jesus is here for them.”

Asking if anyone wondered why he would walk the streets 
for so long when Jesus is everywhere, Father Landry reminded 
those in attendance that Jesus never said to stay in one place. 

“We’re told ‘come to me, I will refresh you’ and ‘Go! 
Proclaim the Gospel to all creatures.’ We are trying to follow 
Jesus to heaven,” he added. “He’s with us and we never want to 
spend a day without him.”

Following Father Landry’s reflections, the choir continued to 
sing, filling the church with the beautiful sounds of such songs 
as “Bread of Life” before a student led the congregation in the 
five decades of the joyful mysteries. Once the Holy Hour and 
procession at St. Thomas concluded, the Blessed Sacrament was 
transfered to St. Mary Parish in Ridgefield.			    n

doing this in such a public way,” 
Father Hoffmann said. “Some of 
the people also visited the graves 
of their families and prayed for 
their loved ones.

During his homily, Bishop 
Caggiano spoke of “the great 
mystery of death.”

“The world’s language has 
changed,” he said. “We no longer 
speak of someone dying, but we 
say that he or she is ‘passing.’ 
Many do not come to a celebra-
tion of the funeral rites. They 

come to a celebration of life. And 
perhaps that is to be expected, 
because the world tells us also in 
subtle ways that there is no need 
for a Savior or Redeemer because 
you and I are our own saviors and 
redeemers. The criterion of truth, 
the deliberation of what is good, 
is that my life is all about me … 
But what would any life—my life, 
your life, our lives—be, what hope 
could they have, if they don’t 
rest on a life greater than all of us 
combined?”

He said that as followers of 
Christ, we are called to live in 
hope.

“You and I come here each 
and every time we celebrate 
the Eucharist to enter into the 
Mystery of Christ’s own death 
and resurrection,” Bishop 
Caggiano said. “And through the 
gift of his sacred Body, Blood, 
Soul, and Divinity, we receive the 
grace and benefits, the fruits of 
the redemption he offers us. He 
himself embraced death, and so 
those of us who are his servants, 
his students, cannot expect to 
avoid it.”

However, because he is our 
Savior and Redeemer, we can 

enter into the mystery of death 
with hope, because death will not 
have the last word, he said.

“The Savior Redeemer has the 
last word. And those who follow 
in his footsteps, who seek the for-
giveness of their sins, who have 
the courage to imitate him and 
to follow his teaching, can enter 
into the mystery of death with 
the hope that they will also one 
day open their eyes unto glory,” 
he said.

Bishop Caggiano pointed 

out that when their faith was 
outlawed, the early Christians 
would gather in the catacombs, 
where their dead were buried, to 
celebrate the Eucharist. And they 
later built their churches on the 
tombs of the martyrs “because 
they didn’t run from death, but 
knew death was the entry to the 
promises of the Lord.”

He said that Jesus gave us the 
greatest gift possible in his Body 
and Blood, which is the pledge of 
eternal life, and we are privileged 
to receive every time we celebrate 
the Mass.

“It is graciously given to us by 
our merciful, gentle, and loving 
Savior,” he said. “That is why the 
Eucharist is the heart of who we 
are, for it will bring us in God’s 
grace unto eternal life.”

Over the next two months, 
the Blessed Sacrament will make 
its way across the country to 
Indianapolis. The Diocese of 
Bridgeport is just the second stop 
along the Pilgrimage’s Seton 
Route, which is one of four 
routes around the country, that 
will culminate in Indianapolis, 
Ind., for the National Eucharistic 
Congress in July.                      n
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Mass of Thanksgiving
‘The source and summit of our faith’

By JOE PISANI

FAIRFIELD—Three thousand 
Catholics from every corner of 
Fairfield County gathered together 
in thanksgiving as Bishop Frank 
J. Caggiano celebrated a Mass to 
inaugurate a Diocesan Eucharistic 
Renewal, promising that “a new 
future of our Church will erupt 
in our midst in this county and in 
your communities.”

“You and I can dare to believe 
there is a future to our Church that 
is not chained to the sad episodes 
of the past,” Bishop Caggiano 
told the arena on Saturday, “but 
a future to our Church that will 
erupt in our own midst with a 
joyful song as we gather around 
the Lord, who has not abandoned 
us—a Lord who has not left us to 
our own devices, a Lord who does 
not wave to us from the distance 
at the right hand of the Father, but 
is with us, abides with us, walks 
with us, caresses us, has mercy on 
us, calls to forgive us and will love 
us to the end.”

The faithful, who filled the 

Leo D. Mahoney Arena at 
Fairfield University, included 
140 priests, 50 deacons and 
scores of religious sisters and 
brothers, who came to the Mass 
of Thanksgiving, which culmi-
nated the National Eucharistic 
Pilgrimage that passed through 
the diocese at the end of May.

They raised their voices in 
song and prayer and praise. 
They wept, they rejoiced, they 

knelt in humble Adoration as 
the Eucharistic Christ passed 
through their midst, held in the 
monstrance by the bishop. They 
applauded when he promised a 
diocesan renewal for “our large, 
richly diverse and beautiful fam-
ily of faith ... to show the whole 
world that Jesus Christ is alive in 
the Diocese of Bridgeport.”

In his homily, the bish-
op recounted the four days 
that the National Eucharistic 
Pilgrimage passed through eight 
towns in the diocese along 
the Seton Route, one of four 
nationwide that will converge 
in Indianapolis for the National 

Eucharistic Congress in July.
Bishop Caggiano said the 

pilgrimage, which drew more 
than 7,000 faithful, was “an 
extraordinary period of grace in 
the Diocese of Bridgeport, where 
we walked from parish to parish 
with different languages, different 
races, different cultures and litur-

gical prayers, recalling the words 
of St. Paul to the Corinthians: 
‘Though we be many, we are one 
body in Christ again.”

The events were to him “a 
living catechism” with moments 

of grace, particularly seeing 
young people from the diocese’s 
schools, “their faces lit, alive, 
joyful, laughing, bowing, waving 
their handkerchiefs in jubilation 
because they knew in their young 
hearts that this was not the bread 
the Israelites grumbled over. This 
was not just a sign or symbol;  

this was their Lord.”
He told the thousands in the 

arena that the Eucharist is the 
source and summit of our life and 
that we come to ask for grace “to 
train, to walk, to run, to leap to 
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Mass of Thanksgiving

By EMILY CLARK

Marhabaan. Chào màng. 
Tervetuloa. Su’agata hai. These 
words and others, mostly 
unfamiliar, appeared above 
the Leo D. Mahoney arena at 
Fairfield University, greeting 
me as I entered the build-
ing for Saturday morning’s 

Mass of Thanksgiving. After 
absorbing the immensity of the 
crowd and the beauty of the 
temporary sanctuary, I caught 
a word I recognized among 
the many I did not: Bienvenido. 
Welcome. This single word, 
displayed in so many lan-
guages, summarized the day. 

Nothing more glorious

the summit. For if you think of 
our own world—and I discovered 
this in four days—you need to be 
fit to walk. And so we gather here 
not simply to say we have arrived 
at the summit, but to train in these 
years ahead in all the work associ-
ated with The One, so that we may 
run with hearts burning to the top 
of the summit, which is here (at the 
altar) every day of our lives.”

He called upon them to prac-
tice their faith with greater fervor 
and to share their faith, saying, 
“Our task is to allow his abiding 
presence to transform our lives 
and come to the Eucharist— 
running to the Eucharist, to this 
summit, every day of our lives 
renewed, recommitted and ded-
icated to allow every Christian, 
every Catholic, every person 
of good will to discover what 
we have discovered ... For the 
Eucharist, my friends, is Christ 
the Lord, the master, the savior, 
and he who claims the living and 
the dead unto eternal life.

Prior to the Mass, there was 
a program of prayer, music 
and reflection with stations for 
confession that drew long lines 
of people. In a display of diver-
sity in unity, the prayers and 
readings were said in English, 
Spanish, Haitian-Creole, 
Vietnamese, Portuguese and 
Polish.

Dr. Patrick Donovan, direc-
tor of the Institute for Catholic 
Formation said, “During the 
prayers, I was most struck by the 
many voices in different languag-
es. This is what St. Paul reminds 
us. One voice. Many parts. Many 
voices. One prayer. What a joy 
to be a part of a diocese that is 
growing in faith. The energy of 
the faithful is palpable.”

Bishop Caggiano also 
announced what he called “Part 
two of the Eucharistic Procession,” 
which will begin in the autumn 
and visit the parishes in the north-
ern part of the diocese that could 
not participate last month.

In addition, he said more 
events and initiatives are going to 
be launched, including the Guild 
of the Blessed Sacrament, which 
is open to the clergy, religious 
and laity. The guild will have as 
its primary goal “deepening the 
personal holiness of each mem-
ber by fostering a Eucharistic 
Spirituality by deepening rever-
ence for the Blessed Sacrament 
through prayer and adoration.” 
For further information visit 
www.bridgeportdiocese.org/
remaininme/welcome. 	         n

Hello. Greetings. Great to see 
you. Welcome, everyone, to the 
altar of the Lord.

Karibu. I came alone, my fam-
ily unable to attend, but I did not 
feel alone. Though I knew per-
sonally just a dozen or two of the 
thousands in attendance, a feeling 
a fellowship permeated the entire 
Mass. What is it, I thought, that 

brought these thousands out 
early on a glorious Saturday 
when errands, a morning walk, 
sleeping in, or even mowing the 
lawn could have otherwise occu-
pied their time? Something even 
more glorious—the chance to be 
welcomed to a celebration at the 
Lord’s table and share that with 

our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Maligayang pagdating. With 

hymns and prayers in English but 
also Spanish, Vietnamese, Polish, 
Portuguese, and Haitian-Creole, 
each of us had the opportunity to 
recite and chant in our own lan-
guage, becoming an intimate part 
of the experience. A woman seat-
ed beside me prayed in Spanish 
while a couple behind me spoke a 
language I could not understand. 
No matter. They were under-
stood—and welcomed—by God.

Selamat datang. The families 
with young children. Those in 
jeans or summer shorts. The 
elderly stooped with walkers. 
The crying babies. The women 
in heels and the men in jackets. 
They sat and sang and kneeled as 
I did, coming together to worship 
the Lord and share in a commu-
nion of faith. We came from plac-
es nearby and around the globe, 
some having been born and 
raised in this community and oth-
ers having immigrated from coun-
tries where those words above me 
are spoken fluently. Diverse in 
so many ways, we united as one, 
holy, catholic apostolic church.  

Hwan-yeong. Though the 
inclusivity of music and language 
allowed us to worship together, 
we were joined more closely as 
we stood together to receive the 

Body of Christ. Having sat 
with folded hands and sang 
a joyous Alleluia, I felt noth-
ing as powerful as kneeling 
before the monstrance as the 
bishop carried our Lord to us 
all, an awesome experience 
that moved many, including 
myself, to tears. Jesus, fully 
present in our midst. There is 
nothing more glorious.

Welcome. We came to 
Mass that day as we always 
come, ready to worship with 
an open heart but left with 
something else. A heart more 
open, more joyous, one set 
on sharing with others our 
diverse cultures under our one 
true faith.        		     n      
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Grace and Gratitude
 

For the thousands who joined in the Eucharistic 
Processions throughout the diocese, and the Mass  

of Thanksgiving at Fairfield University,  
there was a sense of witnessing something profound 

and remarkable; something they will remember  
throughout the rest of their lives. 

For a moment as the Eucharistic Procession made its way through 
familiar towns and cities, it seemed as if the world had stopped: cars 
came to a sudden halt, people on the side of the road fell to their knees 
and made the sign of the cross; others dropped what they were doing 
and joined the procession, while onlookers seemed stunned and moved 
by the reverence. Some drivers turned down their car radios, and looked 
on in respect and amazement until the procession passed.

Likewise, no one who was in attendance at the Mass of 
Thanksgiving at Fairfield University will forget the dramatic final 
moments when Bishop Caggiano carried the Eucharist through the 
new arena. A notable silence and awe filled the large space when he 
walked through the aisles alone, extending his arms to elevate the 
monstrance. As he approached each section there was a fluttering 
when people quickly rose and then fell to their knees. Some wept 
openly, others touched their hearts and bowed heads in praise. There 
was a profound sense of humility, grace and gratitude.

The bishop himself was also visibly moved in his intensity and rev-
erence. Speaking with Veritas Radio host Steve Lee after the Mass, the 
bishop recalled the transcendent moment. 

“For days after the Mass, people stopped me to tell me that it 
was one of the most profound experiences they ever had—because 
they could look upon the Lord here, walking with them as He did in 
Jerusalem, in the Holy Land, in Nazareth, in Galilee. I really am  at a 
loss for words, even for myself. I have been a priest now for 37 years 
and a bishop 18 years, and it took every psychic ounce of energy I had 
not to actually be overwhelmed.”

Both the Procession and the Mass gave people an opportunity to 
profess their faith in a very public way. In particular, the passage of the 
procession through many familiar places created a dramatic statement 
of contrast. The Bishop said he was very much aware of this historic 
witness of faith on a busy work day in Fairfield County:

Historic Witness 
“It almost seems as if the secular culture has succeeded in the 

minds of many to have ostracized the power of God and the presence 
of God. They’ve carved out a part of life and an agenda that claims 
Christ has no place. This is what moved me so dramatically. It’s that 
Christ claims it again. There is no place where Christ does not reign. 
The Lord himself will ultimately have the final say.”

In his homily at the Mass of Thanksgiving, the bishop said, “Our 
task is to allow the Lord’s abiding presence to transform our lives and 
come to the Eucharist… I thank you for coming here as our large, 
richly diverse and beautiful diocesan family of faith. And let us ask for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon you and me, a new Pentecost 
in our midst so that we might burn, as the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus—burn with a faith, hope, and charity rooted in the Lord, 
under the veil of bread and wine.”

(Many thanks go to all who made the day a success; in particular to 
Father Luke Suarez, who led the planning and coordination of the procession; 
Father Peter Lenox, Vicar for Liturgy and Worship; Mr. Steven Filizzola, 
Special Assistant to the Bishop; and Dr. Bill Atwood Director of the Diocesan 
Music Ministry, who coordinated the beautiful musical program. Together, 
they and so many volunteers orchestrated one of most memorable and beauti-
ful moments in the life of diocese.)   				               n	
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The Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano, Bishop of Bridgeport, 
has made the following clergy appointments in the Diocese of Bridgeport:

Pastor

REVEREND F. JOHN 
RINGLEY, reappointed Pastor 
to Saint Mary Parish, Norwalk. 
Effective date is July 1, 2024 for a 
term of six years.

REVEREND CHRISTOPHER 
FORD, appointed Pastor to Notre 
Dame Parish, Easton. Effective 
date is July 1, 2024 for a term of 

six years. Father Ford remains 
Director of Vocations and Director 
of Seminarians for the Diocese of 
Bridgeport.

Hospital Chaplain

REVEREND JEAN RIDLY 
JULIEN, appointed Chaplain 
to Saint Camillus Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center, Stamford. 
Effective date was May 1, 2024. 

Retirement 

REVEREND RUSSELL 
AUGUSTINE, retirement. Effective 
date is July 1, 2024.

Deacon Gerald M. Lambert 
Episcopal Delegate for Clergy  
and Religious — June, 2024

CLERGYAPPOINTMENTS

EDITOR’S CHOICE
Public display of faith in Wilton

By FRANK DEROSA

The carrying of the Blessed 
Sacrament in procession for nearly 
a mile through the heart of the 
Town of Wilton, along with the 
display of an inspiring exhibit of 
Eucharistic Miracles in the parish 
center, marked Our Lady of Fatima 
Parish’s engagement with the 
opening of the Catholic Bishops’ 
National Eucharistic Revival on 
Pentecost Sunday (May 19).

Some 160 of the faithful, rang-
ing from First Communicants to 
nonagenarians, followed as Father 
Reginald Norman, the pastor, 
and then Father Jim DiVasto, 
the parochial vicar, displayed the 
monstrance bearing the Eucharist 
as they walked from the church on 
Danbury Road to the Town Green. 
There, they joined in Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament and recited 
the traditional 18th-century prayers, 
the Divine Praises.

The gold monstrance, a gift to 
the parish from donors to the We 
Stand with Christ diocesan capital 
campaign of 2019, gleamed as 
motorists on the busy Route 7 state 

corridor showed support by slowing 
down to watch the procession or 
honked horns as they sped by.

Father Norman, known famil-
iarly as Father Reggie, in a brief 
homily delivered standing in a land-
mark gazebo, reminded the assem-
blage that prayerful acts such as 
reciting the Rosary and Eucharistic 
Adoration were essential means by 
which to enrich their spiritual lives.

On their return to the church 
grounds, where members of 
the Knights of Columbus and 
Columbiettes treated them to 
refreshments, parishioners availed 

themselves of the opportunity to 
view, in the parish center, more 
than 100 large panels depicting 

Eucharistic Miracles—among them, 
appropriately, Our Lady of Fatima.

The collection was conceived 
and designed online by Bl. Carlo 
Acutis, the 15-year-old soon-to-be 
saint who died October 12, 2006. 
He is called the patron of youth, of 
computer programmers and of the 
Eucharist.

Said Father Reggie of the story 
told by the exhibit, “How can 
anyone deny the power of the 
Eucharist?” 		          n  

Web  |  www.bridgeportdiocese.com
Facebook  |  BridgeportDiocese

Twitter  |  @diobpt
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When Jesus passes 
by, lives change.  	
	 Even people 
who don’t realize 

who he is will change because 
Jesus can do all things. Some 
people who spotted him during 
the Eucharistic procession last 
month probably thought, “There 
go those crazy Catholics again,” 
but in some way they’ll be 
changed by the encounter, too.

At the end of the Mass of 
Thanksgiving for the Eucharistic 
Renewal, Bishop Frank Caggiano 
carried the Eucharistic King 
down the aisles of the arena at 
Fairfield University, filled with 
several thousand faithful. 

As Jesus passed them in a 
magnificent monstrance, old men 
fell to their knees, women wept, 
children waved, people made the 
Sign of the Cross and raised their 

hands in praise or pointed their 
cellphones to capture a photo. 
Some blew kisses, others bowed 
their heads or held their hands 
over their heart. 

With the eyes of faith they saw 
a king. The King. Imagine for a 
moment, how happy Jesus must 
have been to see so many people 
giving him their hearts and homage.

I’ve watched a video of that 
procession dozens of times, and 
each time I’m moved because I 
see something new in the many 
faces looking at Jesus with ado-
ration. I sent the video to my 
friends and family members, 
some of whom aren’t Catholic. 
Many didn’t respond, some 
opened it and others seemed to 
say, “That’s nice, so?” 

It must have been the same 
when Jesus walked the Earth. 
Some recognized him immediate-

ly for who he is. Do you remem-
ber that annoying Canaanite 
woman, who kept wailing “Have 
pity on me, Lord, Son of David!” 
because her daughter was pos-
sessed. Jesus ignored her and then 
rebuffed her and then gave her 
what she wanted—which he’d 
always intended to do—and told 
her she had great faith. 

The Mass was a reminder that 
we’ve been given a gift of immea-
surable value, that pearl of great 
price Jesus talked about. It’s a gift 
the rest of the world doesn’t under-
stand, so it’s our job to help them.

At the Mass, many people 
shared stories of their faith jour-
neys with me. God touched their 
lives in a profound way, and 
they had a personal encounter 
with Christ, which is where faith 
begins—in the heart. From there, 
it spreads and becomes such a 
powerful force it can’t be stopped. 
It has to be shared, or you’ll burst 
because of the joy it generates. 

People told me about their love 
of the Eucharist, their love of the 
Church, their love for the priests, 
deacons and religious who made a 
difference in their lives.

Barbara Scioscia Reed, who 
belongs to St. Margaret Shrine in 
Bridgeport, shared memories of her 
mother, Betty, whom she drove to 
Mass at Holy Rosary Church with 

her friends in their 90s. When that 
parish closed, Barbara took the 
group of seniors to St. Margaret 
Shrine because Deacon Don Foust 
was so welcoming.

“I felt empty after my mother 
passed,” Barbara said, but her new 
faith community sustained her.

Gina Fleming of St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish in Weston recalled 

her mother, Maria Grazia, who 
planted the seed of faith in her 
but tragically died when her 
daughter was six. 

“Today I am very devoted 
to the Sacred Heart,” she said. 
“I am here because Jesus is my 
brother, my friend, my every-
thing, and I want everyone to 
know about him.”

Tuck Colangelo, who has 
been a parishioner at Our Lady 
of Peace Parish in Stratford for 
42 years, praised the many priests 
who kept him on the straight and 
narrow, especially Father Nick 

Pavia and the current pastor, 
Father Peter Towsley.

“Every priest has taught me 
something,” he said. “I need all the 
help I can get… and I’m getting it.”

Michael Shea said he was 
leaving the celebration a differ-
ent person. “I walked in with 
doubt but I’m leaving with hope 
and connectedness.”

Think about this. That same 
Jesus who went up and down the 
aisles, knew the stories, the sor-
rows and the hopes of every per-
son in that arena. They looked at 
him with longing, and he looked 
back at them with love.

One last note: A special person 
in my video is a little boy in a red 
shirt no more than six years old, 
who fell to his knees as soon as 
Bishop Caggiano brought Jesus out 
to the crowd. And at the end of the 
procession, the boy was still on his 
knees when Jesus finally reached 
him. Jesus saw that, too.             n  

Commencement (n.): a 
start; a beginning; the 
act or instance of com-
mencing; the day for 

conferring degrees or diplomas. 
I love the power of words, but I 
grapple with this one each June, 
intrigued that a student’s gradu-
ation—the culmination of their 
years of hard work—is also called 
commencement. One cannot 
enjoy the beginning of one thing, 

however, without an end to 
another, the contemplative caveat 
of our cyclical lives. It’s one I’ve 
been preparing for over these 
last few weeks as my daughter 
Elizabeth, our youngest child, 
prepared for her commencement. 

Early that afternoon, she 
zipped the gown, adjusted the 
cords, and straightened the cap, 
decorated with sparkling letters 
and tiny photos of longtime 

friends. As she gave a final glance 
in the mirror, I peeked in beside 
her. My mind filled with images 
of that timid toddler with soft 
ringlets as the smiling face of my 
confident graduate reflected back 
at me. “Ready to go?” she asked, 
interrupting my momentary 
flashbacks and heading for the 
front door. Not sure that I was, 
still I returned her smile, and we 
stepped outside together. 

As a high school teacher, 
I’ve attended countless com-
mencements, telling students 
and often their parents (who feel 
as bittersweet and nostalgic as I 
did last Monday afternoon) that 
this really is a commencing as 
the word implies, for the cliché 
is true about the future being 
theirs. But with my own child? 
My youngest? It was not so easy. 
I reminded myself to heed those 
same words as I climbed the 

bleachers with my family and set-
tled in beside our friends on that 
partly sunny day. Though the bit-
tersweet emotions and nostalgia 
could not be ignored, I felt some-
thing stronger as I watched these 
graduates process in: hope. 

Their childhood was defined 
the struggles of a worldwide pan-
demic and tragedy in communities 
nearby and around the world, but 
on this day, their faces shone with 
joy and brilliance no late after-
noon sun could ever match. I have 
seen kindness, hope, and empathy 
in the character of Elizabeth’s 
friends and classmates, our 
neighbors’ children and the ones 
I taught in religious ed. Though 
occasionally wistful, they are more 
than prepared to allow this time to 
end and another to begin, and it is 
our time to let them show us what 
they can do, as hard it is might be 
to let them go. 

As each name was called 
and each graduate sent forth, I 
remembered the words our dea-
con spoke at Mass that Sunday: 
“For all students who are com-
pleting their academic year, that 
they may use the knowledge 
and skills they attain to serve 
God’s people in truth and justice. 
We pray to the Lord.” Though 
they are not all Catholic, I see 
in them a desire to do just that. 
Graduation is the moment when 
they begin—they commence—to 
live what they have learned, and 
hopefully, with God as their 
guide, to do so with infinite love 
and eternal hope.

Elizabeth accepted her diplo-
ma, crossed the stage, and later, 
with synchronized precision, 
joined her classmates in turning 
the tassels and tossing the caps. 
Graduation has ended, but their 
future has commenced.             n

With cords and caps, a commencement of hope
Collecting Moments

By Emily Clark

Emily Clark is a writer and teacher, 

and a member of St Theresa Parish

in Trumbull.

The king passes by

Swimming Upstream

By Joe Pisani

Joe Pisani has been a writer 

and editor for 30 years.

“At the Mass, many people shared stories of their faith 

journeys with me. God touched their lives in a profound 

way, and they had a personal encounter with Christ, 

which is where faith begins—in the heart.”
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Diocesan News
BRIDGEPORT—Luigi 

Manente of Fishkill, New 
York, has been named 
Director of Guilds of the 
Diocese of Bridgeport.

The position was created 
by Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
to further support the renew-
al of the Diocese and provide 
opportunities for accompani-
ment in the faith journey.

“The mission of the 
Guild is to invite everyone 
to grow in their spiritual 
relationship with the Lord 
Jesus. So opportunities to 
encounter him and also 
accompany each other, not 
just in discipleship, but in 
the ministry, living their 
discipleship within their vocation,” said Bishop Caggiano.

Guilds are communities that come together that are centered 
around one’s profession/job, interest or vocation in life.  

The Bishop said guild members are going to be those individu-
als who agreed to the spiritual requirements and by themselves to 
the spiritual requirements, not only for their own sake and for the 
sake of the other members of the guild, but to become of service to 
everyone else in their profession.  

Luigi Manente comes to the diocese from the Archdiocese of 
New York, where for more than ten years he served Senior Regional 
Coordinator for the northern five counties of the Archdiocese.

“The Guilds are meant to serve as a place of encounter and 
accompaniment for those seeking to grow in love of, and to live 
out, their faith in the secular world,”  he said, adding that mem-
bers of each Guild meet regularly for fellowship, formation and 
prayer and special events.

“With the culture making it extremely difficult to live one’s 
faith publicly, especially in the workplace, Guilds are a beautiful 
outlet to build community amongst those working in the same 
areas of professional interest,” Manente said.

Manente said that the guilds are also a great opportunity to 
equip the faithful to share the Gospel with those they encounter 
on a daily basis in their sphere of work or special interests.  

In the coming months the diocese plans to expand the build 
network to support people in various occupations and life situa-
tion. At present, membership is open in the following guilds:
•	 Guild of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus for the Sacred Arts 

www.facebook.com/jesusguild.
•	 St. Luke Guild for Heathcare Workers www.bridgeportdiocese.

org/stlukeguild/home.
•	 St. Paul Guild for Evangelical Outreach www.bridgeportdio-

cese.org/stpaulguild.
•	 Guild of the Most Blessed Sacrament www.bridgeportdiocese.

org/guildmostblessedsacrament.
Additional Guilds slated to be inaugurated this Fall: Morning Star 

Guild of Our Lady, The St. Thomas More Guild for Lawyers and 
Guilds for Catechists and teachers.

About Luigi Manente: Prior to joining the diocese, he held 
posts in the Archdiocese of New York, worked as a Marketing 
Specialist at Kindred Creeks Farm and also served at The 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. He earned a M.A. in Catechetics 
& Evangelization from Franciscan University of Steubenville, and 
a B.S., Marketing, St. John’s University, 2004 Concentration in 
International Business. He and his wife, Theresa, are the parents of 
five children.

(For more information the guilds, visit the ministry page of the dioce-
san website: www.bridgeportdiocese.org, or contact Luigi Manente Luigi.
Manente@diobpt.org.)	       			                  n  

BRIDGEPORT—Bishop Frank 
J. Caggiano has announced new 
legal counsel for the Diocese of 
Bridgeport. Deacon Ernest Hart 
has been named Diocesan General 
Counsel, and Thomas Noonan will 
serve as Associate General Counsel. 

The office is being restructured 
upon the retirement of Attorney 
Anne McCrory, who has served 
as Chief Legal Counsel of the 
Diocese since April 2014. Prior to 
that appointment she was named  
Chancellor the Diocese in 2011 by 
the Most Rev. William E. Lori, 
Bishop of Bridgeport.

“After 13 years of dedicated 
service to our Diocese, it is with 
deep gratitude for her leadership, 
hard work and support that I wish 
to inform you that Anne McCrory 
will retire from her position as 
Diocesan Chief Legal Counsel and 
Real Estate Officer effective July 
1, 2024,” said Bishop Caggiano. 
“Anne provided wise and faithful 
counsel during her tenure and she 
will be truly missed by all those she 
served in our parishes and other 
institutions, and by her colleagues 
in the Catholic Center,” he said.

The bishop said, “In order to 
ensure the important work offered 
by the legal and real estate offices 
continues, I have created two posi-
tions and hired very capable and 
experienced individuals to fill them 
beginning on June 3, 2024. Please 
join me in welcoming Deacon Ernie 
and Tommy Noonan to the Diocese, 
as they begin their service on behalf 
of the mission of the Church.”   

The Bishop said each position 
was created with distinct responsibil-

ities to ensure the legal needs of par-
ishes and diocesan entities are sup-
ported with the necessary expertise in 
an efficient and timely manner.

Deacon Ernest (Ernie) Hart of 
Queen, New York, has been hired 
as the new Diocesan General 
Counsel. In this role, Deacon 
Ernie will generally provide legal 
advice and counsel on clergy mat-
ters, safe environment, employ-
ment, education and finance 
matters. Deacon Ernie comes to 
the Diocese with a very diverse 
background, including serving 
as the Deputy Commissioner for 
Legal Matters of the New York 
City Police Department, a Justice 
of the Supreme Court for the State 
of New York, General Counsel for 
the New York City Department 
of Personnel as well as having 
performed in a variety of adminis-
trative roles throughout his career. 
He is an incardinated deacon in 
the Diocese of Brooklyn and will 
remain in his active ministry there. 
He holds an MA in Theology 
from St. Joseph’s Seminary 

(Dunwoodie) and his Juris Doctor 
degree from Villanova University. 
He currently serves a Deacon 
at St. Mary Magdalen Parish in 
Springfield Gardens, Queens.

Thomas (Tommy) Noonan of 
Fairfield has been hired as Associate 
General Counsel. In this leader-
ship role, Tommy will manage 
legal issues and provide advice and 
counsel related to realestate,com-
pliance,corporategovernance,con-
tractsandimmigration. Tommy also 
joins the Diocese with significant 
experience, including extensive 
experience in corporate and real 
estate matters, serving as the Special 
Deputy Assistant State’s Attorney 
for the Connecticut State’s Attorney 
Office and serves on the town of 
Fairfield Town Plan and Zoning 
Commission, where he is the Chair. 
He holds his Juris Doctor degree 
from Boston College. He and his 
family are parishioners of Our Lady 
of the Assumption Parish in Fairfield

Deacon Hart can be reached at 
203.416.1362 and Tommy Noonan 
at 203.416.1398.                          n

Bishop names 
Guild Director  New Diocesan Legal Counsel

Deacon Ernest Hart Thomas Noonan

BRIDGEPORT—Brooke 
Wasserman has joined 
the Diocese of Bridgeport 
Department of Communications 
as a Communications Intern. 

Though new to the 
Communications Department, 
Wasserman has written for 
the New York University stu-
dent newspaper, Washington 
Square News, and has been an 
Ambassador for the NYU Gallatin 
School of Individualized Study 
since 2022. She is a rising senior 
at NYU Gallatin concentrating 
on the study of ‘Literature as a 
Mechanism for Social Movement’ 
with a minor in creative writing.

Wasserman has studied 
abroad in Florence, Italy, and 
used her time there to focus on 
exploring the history and present 
of the Italian fashion industry. 
Wasserman has also spent the 
past four semesters of her under-
graduate career on the NYU 
Gallatin Dean’s List. 

Wasserman has had a passion 
for writing and its effect on its 
readers since she was very young, 
focusing on English and creative 
writing at Chatham High School, 
in Chatham, N.J. She continues 
to make this passion her priority 
throughout her college career. 
She is often at her family farm 

in Vermont, and is passionate 
about nature and animals.

She hopes to use her time 
at the Diocese of Bridgeport’s 
Office of Communications to 
shine a light on the many ways, 
big and small, that the diocese 
can uplift diverse communities 
and help them thrive. 	      n

New communications intern



By ROSE BRENNAN

On behalf of the 
Diocese of Bridgeport, 
we congratulate all of 
our high school gradu-
ates, and wish them all 
of the best in their future 
endeavors! God bless the 
Class of 2024!

Cardinal Kung Academy, 
Stamford

At its fourth-ever graduation 
ceremony on Monday, June 3, 
Cardinal Kung Academy cel-
ebrated 23 graduating seniors. 
They included valedictorian 
Thomas Grimm and salutatorian 
Elizabeth Flintoff.

Thomas Grimm has distin-
guished himself as an exceptional 
student in the classical core cur-
riculum at Cardinal Kung, read-
ing deeply in the primary sources 
of the Western Tradition, and 
he has challenged himself with 
every AP course offered. He has 
demonstrated leadership as team 
captain for soccer and basketball, 
National Honor Society presi-
dent, and one of the founding 
members of the Cardinal Kung 
schola cantorum. Outside of for-

Diocese of Bridgeport celebrates the Class of 2024

➤ continued on page 16

mal positions, Grimm has been a 
reliable mentor to underclassmen 
navigating academic and social 
challenges, and he received the 
Thomas Aquinas Medal from the 
Diocese of Bridgeport.  

Grimm has been nominated by 
U.S. Senator Richard Blumenthal 
for appointment as a cadet at the 

United States Military Academy 
(West Point), where he will begin 
training in July.

Elizabeth Flintoff transferred 
into Cardinal Kung as a soph-
omore and quickly proved her 
mettle at the classical seminar 
table. She is a National Merit 
Commended Scholar, and she 

has pursued a rigorous curricu-
lum at Cardinal Kung, as well as 
supplementing with additional 
AP courses taken outside of 
school. Flintoff is an accom-
plished polyglot, studying Latin, 
Spanish and Italian. Outside of 
class, she has tutored underclass-
men and studied ballet and piano.  

In the fall, Elizabeth will 
attend Georgetown University in 
Washington to pursue a career in 
journalism.

Fairfield Prep, Fairfield
Fairfield Prep graduated 151 

young men at their annual com-
mencement exercises on Friday, 

May 24. Two young men, 
Alexander Drienik and Luke Van 
Dussen were recognized as out-
standing scholars, graduating at 
the top one percent of the Class 
of 2024.

Alexander Drienik arrived 
at Fairfield Prep as a transfer 
junior, taking the very strongest 
AP and honors courses available. 
He recalls his AP United States 
History course as his favorite 
for the deepening sense of his-
tory he gained as well as for 
the vigorous exchange of ideas 
encouraged by the teacher. As 
a tribute to his academic excel-
lence, Drienik achieved summa 
cum laude honors each year, and 
was recognized with the Brown 
University Book Award in the 
fall of senior year. At the Senior 
Awards Dinner in May, Drienik 
was presented with awards for 
outstanding achievement in 
English, mathematics and social 
studies. He was also awarded the 
St. Ignatius Medal for academic 
excellence and was recognized 
as a National Merit Commended 
Student.

In all things Drienik is driv-
en to excel, a quality which he 
comes by naturally as his parents 
are hardworking immigrants from 
Slovakia. He is proficient as a cel-
list and has a history of long-dis-

CARDINAL KUNG ACADEMY, STAMFORD  –  Thomas Grimm,  
valedictorian; Elizabeth Flintoff, salutatorian

“The Holy Spirit  
is with you!”

“This is perhaps the first 

great transition in your 

life. You will have many 

others as you get to my 

age. And you always have 

to remember that the Holy 

Spirit is with you during 

this time to seize the 

opportunities before you, 

and to give thanks for 

everything he has given to 

you up to this point.”

—————

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano

(Speaking to eighth grade students 
at St. Augustine Cathedral on 

Thursday, May 23, 2024.)
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tance swimming. He learned to 
value service while a student at 
Prep and found joy in volunteer-

ing at a local soup kitchen where 
he served every Sunday, arriving 
at 5 am. 

Drienik’s desire to serve has 

led to him enlisting in the United 
States Army, which was rec-
ognized by a standing ovation 

among his classmates and their 
families at the annual Senior 
Awards Dinner.

Luke Van Dussen is not a 

resume builder, he is a seeker, a 
reflective learner for whom his 
intense passion to learn and grow 
move him to engage the new, and 
then to share his experiences with 
others. Van Dussen was recog-
nized for his academic excellence, 
achieving summa cum laude hon-
ors each year. At Prep’s Senior 
Awards Dinner in May, he was 
recognized for his excellence in 
Latin, mathematics, chemistry 
and social studies. He was also 
awarded the St. Ignatius Medal 
for academic excellence and the 
Gerard Manley Hopkins, S.J., 
Award presented to a senior who 
has been key to the success of 
Prep’s literary publications, as he 
was the editor of the Hearthstone 
yearbook. Van Dussen was also 
honored last fall with the Cornell 
University Book Award and was 
recognized as a National Merit 
Commended Student. He has 
independently learned through 
summer programs and on his 
own, having taken a research 
computing summer college course 

and in learning Java and Python 
coding.

Van Dussen shared his gifts 
liberally in the school and sur-
rounding community through ser-
vice. As president of Prep’s Chess 
Club, Luke not only pursued 
his passion, but he also invited 
others to do the same. He was 
instrumental in leading Prep’s 
Stock Market and Architectural 
and Engineering clubs, growing 
member participation each year. 
Van Dussen shared his academ-
ic gifts as a peer tutor and as a 
volunteer in the My Buddies 
program mentoring special needs 
children. He lives and shares his 
faith as a retreat leader in his par-
ish and as a Eucharistic Minister 
both at Prep and in his parish. He 
also serves the homeless in his 

local Person to Person outreach 
program. 

In the fall, Van Dussen will 
attend the University of Notre 
Dame in Indiana.

Immaculate High School, 
Danbury

Immaculate High School 
hosted its graduation ceremony 
on Saturday, June 1 in Danbury. 
Among the 87 graduating seniors 
were valedictorian Kevin Bailee 
and salutatorian Jenna Saidman.

Kevin Bailee of New Fairfield 
received the George Eastman 
Leadership Award and the 
Immaculate High School Student 
Council Officers Award, where he 
served as president. He is a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society, 
National English Honor Society, 
Mu Alpha Theta Math Honor 
Society and the Science National 
Honor Society, where he also 
served as president. He played a 
pivotal role as an attorney on the 
school’s mock trial team. 

As the head coach of a T-Ball 
team, he displayed exceptional 
leadership skills. Plus, he was one 
of Immaculate’s boys tennis team 
captains. Bailee enjoys playing 
the trading card game Magic in 
his free time, and is also teaching 
himself calculus.

Bailee will attend the 
University of Notre Dame in 
Indiana in the fall. He earned 
a first prize $50,000 STEM 
scholarship from the Angeles T. 
Arredondo Foundation that will 
pay his college costs. Bailee plans 
major in biomedical engineering 
with a double major in public 
health. His goal is to change the 
way the organ transplant list is 
handled in the United States, 
after his own struggle with liver 
disease at age 14 which almost 

required him to need a transplant.
Jenna Saidman of Bethel 

received the Immaculate High 
School Campus Ministry Senior 
Leader Award and is also active 
in Key Club. She was the pres-
ident of the National Honor 
Society and is a member of 
Mu Alpha Theta Math Honor 
Society, the National English 
Honor Society, Rho Kappa 
National Social Studies Honor 
Society and the Science National 
Honor Society. Saidman was 
a captain of the Immaculate’s 
girls basketball team and also 
volunteered as a counselor at 
the school’s Mustang Basketball 
Camp. She is a member of the 
Writing Club and received the 
Harvard Prize Book Award and 
the Bowdoin Book Award for her 
dedication to learning and intel-
lectual curiosity. 

Her dedication to community 
service includes two President’s 
Volunteer Service Awards of 

IMMACULATE HIGH SCHOOL, DANBURY – Kevin Bailee, valedictorian; 
Jenna Saidman, salutatorian

FAIRFIELD COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL, FAIRFIELD – 
Alexander Drienik and Luke Van Dussen

IMMACULATE HIGH SCHOOL
CONGRATULATIONS!

CLASS OF 2024

The Class of 2024 College Matriculations

$28 Million
in Scholarships, 
Grants & Awards

100%
Acceptance Rate

• Albertus Magnus College
• American University
• Auburn University
• Benedictine College
• Bentley University
• Binghamton University
• Caldwell University
• Carnegie Mellon University
• Catholic University of     
   America
• Clemson University
• Culinary Institute of America
• Embry-Riddle Aeronautical   
   University (Daytona Beach)
• Fairfield University
• Franklin & Marshall College
• Georgetown University

• High Point University
• Johnson & Wales University      
   (Providence)
• Marist College
• Marywood University
• Miami University (Oxford)
• Mount St Mary’s University
• New York University
• Penn State University
• Providence College
• Purdue University
• Quinnipiac University
• Rensselaer Polytechnic 
   Institute
• Rochester Institute of   
   Technology

• Rutgers University 
• SUNY Polytechnic Institute
• Sacred Heart University
• St. John’s University
• Stevens Institute of    
   Technology
• Stony Brook University
• Syracuse University
• Texas Christian University
• The University of Alabama
• The University of Tampa
• Trinity College
• Tufts University
• Union College
• University of California 
•(Riverside),(San Diego)
• University of Connecticut

• University of Delaware
• University of Florida
• University of Massachusetts
• University of Miami
• University of New Hampshire
• University of New Haven
• University of North Carolina 
   at Charlotte
• University of Notre Dame
• University of Utah
• Virginia Polytechnic Institute      
   and State University
• Wake Forest University
• Western Connecticut State 
   University
• Western Michigan University
• Wilkes University
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KOLBE CATHEDRAL HIGH SCHOOL, BRIDGEPORT – Anaya Hernandez, 
valedictorian; Sabrin Abbe, salutatorian

vInformation & Registration: 
200 High St., Milford, CT  |  LauraltonHall.org

Learn More:

Congratulations Class of 2024!
Visit our beautiful campus and see for yourself all that Lauralton has to offer.

vInformation & Registration: 
200 High St., Milford, CT  |  LauraltonHall.org

vInformation & Registration: 
200 High St., Milford, CT  |  LauraltonHall.org

vInformation & Registration: vInformation & Registration: 

more than 100 hours per year. In 
her spare time, Saidman works as 
a babysitter and catering at The 
Spinning Wheel restaurant in 
Redding.

Saidman will also attend the 

University of Notre Dame this fall. 
She plans to study business and 
also earned a scholarship from the 
Angeles T. Arredondo Foundation.

Kolbe Cathedral High 
School, Bridgeport

At its commencement exercis-
es on Thursday, June 6, Kolbe 
Cathedral High School graduated 
82 seniors. Among them were 
valedictorian Anaya Hernandez 
and salutatorian Sabrin Abbe.

Anaya Hernandez came to 
Kolbe Cathedral High School 
from Waltersville School. During 
her time at Kolbe Cathedral High 
School, Hernandez was a mem-
ber of the Shepherds Program 
and the Marian Work Study.  
Hernandez was also a student 
athlete participating in Kolbe 
Cathedral’s soccer and softball 
teams. Through her academic 
achievement and involvement 
in the community, Hernandez 
earned membership into the 
National Honor Society. 

Anaya will continue her edu-
cation at the University of Notre 
Dame in Indiana in the fall.

Sabrin Abbe came to Kolbe 
Cathedral High School from 
Greater Oaks Charter School. 
Abbe was a member of the 
National Honor Society and 

the Marian Work Study. Abbe 
has also been an active member 
in the Catholic Relief Services, 
where she has coordinated 
various humanitarian drives 
to support our local commu-
nity. Abbe has also been very 
active in Groundworks and 
the Connecticut Institute for 
Refugees and Immigrants (CIRI).  
Through GroundWorks, Abbe 
helped clean up local parks 
throughout the city of Bridgeport.  
With CIRI, Abbe has served as 
a tutor for refugee children and 
has also prepared homes for their 
families. 

Abbe will continue her edu-
cation at Fairfield University in 
the fall.

Both Hernandez and Abbe 
have been valued members of 
Kolbe’s community, and the 
school wishes them all the best as 
they continue their education and 
pursue their dreams.

Lauralton Hall, Milford
On Saturday, June 1, the 

Academy of Our Lady of Mercy, 
Lauralton Hall celebrated its 
commencement exercises, gradu-
ating 66 young women. Among 
them were valedictorian Emma 
Hoffman and salutatorian Alexi 
Paranal.

Emma Hoffman, daughter 
of Eric and Melissa Hoffman 
of Stamford, has been an active 
and dedicated member of the 
Lauralton Hall community, faith-
fully involving herself in sports 
and academic endeavors. Her 
achievements in sports include 
breaking multiple school records 
in track and field. Hoffman’s 
drive and commitment on the 
athletic field is equally matched 
in the academic realm. She 
has been a valued member 
of the Sikorsky Engineering 
Team, National Honor Society, 
Peer Mentors, Youth and 
Government, Spanish Club and 
Key Club.

In addition to being one of 
four Lauralton seniors named 

➤ continued on page 18
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Transforming the World One Girl at a Time
College 
Acceptances  
for the  
Class of 2024
Adelphi University
American University
Arizona State University (2) 
Babson College (2)
Bard College
Boston College (5)
Boston University (4)
Brown University
Bucknell University (6)
California Institute of Technology 
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University (2) 
The Catholic University of America 
Chapman University (2) 
Charleston Southern University 
Clemson University (3)
Colby College
Colgate University (4)
College of Charleston (6)
College of the Holy Cross 
Colorado College

Columbia University (2)
Cornell University (3)
Dartmouth College
Davidson College
Denison University
Dickinson College (4)
Duke University
Elon University (7)
Emerson College
Fairfield University (2)
Fashion Institute of Technology 
Florida State University
Fordham University (7)
The George Washington University 
Georgetown University (8) 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
Gettysburg College
Hamilton College
Harvard University
High Point University
Hobart and William Smith Colleges (2) 
IE University Madrid (2)
Indiana University Bloomington (9) 
Ithaca College
Johns Hopkins University
Lafayette College
Lehigh University
Loyola Marymount University (2) 
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University Maryland (5) 

Manhattan College
Marist College
Marquette University (4)
Marymount Manhattan College (2) 
Massachusetts College of Art and Design 
Miami University
Middlebury College (4)
Muhlenberg College (2)
New York University
North Carolina State University Raleigh 
Northeastern University (7) 
Northwestern University (3)
Pace University (2)
Pennsylvania State University (5) 
Princeton University
Providence College (10)
Purdue University
Queen’s University, Kingston, ON 
Quinnipiac University (3)
Roanoke College
Rutgers University (2)
Salve Regina University
San Diego State University
Santa Clara University (9)
Scripps College
Seton Hall University
Siena College
Southern Methodist University (9) 
St. Lawrence University (3)
Stanford University 

Stetson University
SUNY University at Albany
SUNY Binghamton University (5) 
Syracuse University (5)
Temple University
Texas A&M University 
Texas Christian University (4) 
Trinity College (4)
Tufts University
University College Dublin 
The University of Alabama
University of California, Berkeley 
University of California, Davis 
University of California, Irvine 
University of California, Los Angeles (2)
University of California, San Diego (2) 
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of California, Santa Cruz (2) 
University of Colorado Boulder (6)
University of Connecticut (11) 
University of Dayton 
University of Delaware (5)
University of Denver (6)
University of Georgia
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
University of Iowa (2)
University of Maryland, Baltimore County
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
University of Miami (2)
University of Michigan (3)

University of Mississippi (2)
University of New Hampshire (2) 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
University of Notre Dame 
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh (2) 
University of Rhode Island (3) 
University of Richmond (3) 
University of San Diego (2) 
University of South Carolina, Columbia 
University of Southern California 
University of St Andrews (7) 
University of Tampa
University of Texas at Austin 
University of Vermont (5)
University of Virginia (3)
University of Waterloo, ON
Vassar College
Villanova University (6)
Xavier University

Congratulations 
Graduates!

K–12 Open House: Saturday, November 2nd at 9 a.m. shgreenwich.org

LAURALTON HALL, MILFORD – Emma Hoffman, valedictorian; Alexi 
Paranal, salutatorian

Summa Scholars by the Office 
of the Catholic Schools of 
the Archdiocese of Hartford, 
Hoffman was awarded the 
Connecticut section of the 
Society of Women Engineers 
and the Harvard Book Award. 

A National Merit Scholarship 
Commended Student and an AP 
Scholar with Honors, Hoffman 
was also a National Honor 
Society and Spanish Honor 
Society member. She earned cer-
tificates of Excellence in Science, 

Excellence in Religion, and High 
Honors for all four years.

Hoffman will attend the 
University of California, Los 
Angeles in the fall, and plans to 
study neuroscience and medicine.

Alexi Paranal, daughter of 
Ernesto and Christine Paranal 
of West Haven, has a dedication 
to learning. Paranal has been 
a vital part of every music pro-
gram offered at Lauralton Hall: 
Freshman Choir, Advanced Vocal 
Ensemble, Symphonic Orchestra, 
Jazz Ensemble, Milford United 
Percussion and leading roles in the 
annual musical. 

A top high honors student, 
Paranal was among four Lauralton 
seniors named Summa Scholars by 
the Office of the Catholic Schools 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford. 
She has been a valued member of 
the National Honor Society, Latin 
National Honor Society, Latin 
Club, and Drama Club where she 
served as Co-President this past 
year.

Among many honors, 

Paranal earned the Columbia 
Book Award, a certificate of 
Excellence in Mathematics, the 
Frances Warde Service Award, 
a Halo award for the Best 
Female Standout Performance 
in an Ensemble Production for 
Godspell, and the 2024 Music 
Department medal.

Paranal will attend Sacred 
Heart University in Fairfield, 
where she earned the President’s 
Excellence Award for 
Outstanding Academic Merit. 
She will double major in music 
production and information 
technology with a minor in film 
and television, studying in the 
Thomas More Honors Program.

Notre Dame High School, 
Fairfield

Notre Dame High School cel-
ebrated its graduation ceremony 
on Friday, May 31. Among the 
134-member graduating class 
were valedictorian Lorenzo 
Porzio and salutatorian Kendra 
Mitacek.

Lorenzo Porzio of Easton 
embraced many of the opportu-
nities his education had to offer. 
He immersed himself in a wide 
variety of extracurricular pursuits, 
including the Horizons Club, 
Campus Ministry, Art Club, 
Peace by Justice Club, Life Skills 
Club, and the Spanish Club. 
Porzio was also inducted into 
both the National Honor Society 
and the Spanish Honor Society, 
and was a member of Notre 
Dame’s Distinguished Scholars 
Program. During his time with 
these groups, Lorenzo took on 
multiple leadership positions. 
He served as the treasurer and 
secretary of the Horizons Club, 
the secretary and vice president 
of the National Honor Society, 
and vice president of the Spanish 
Honor Society. In addition to 
this, he played a large part in 
leading several drives and activi-
ties in Campus Ministry to raise 
awareness and support the local 
community. 
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St. Joseph High School’s Class of  2024
College & University Acceptances
There are so many, we couldn’t list them all! View the complete list at sjcadets.org/college

Alvernia University
American University
Auburn University
Ave Maria University
Babson College
Bard College
Barry University
Baylor University
Bentley University
Binghamton University
Boston College
Boston University
Brandeis University
Brown University
Bryant University
Bucknell University
Champlain College
Clemson University
College of the Holy Cross
Connecticut College
Dickinson College
Eastern University
Eckerd College
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
     University
Emerson College
Emory University
Fairfield University
Florida Institute of Technology
Florida Polytechnic University

Florida State University
Fordham University
Franciscan University of 
     Steubenville
Franklin & Marshall College
Furman University
George Washington University
Gettysburg College
Hobart and William Smith 
     Colleges
Hofstra University
Howard University
Kenyon College
Lafayette College
Lehigh University
Loyola Marymount University
Macalester College
Marist College
Massachusetts College of 
     Pharmacy and Health Sciences
McGill University
Mount Holyoke College
Muhlenberg College
North Carolina State University
Northeastern University
Penn State University
Pepperdine University
Providence College
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rochester Institute of   

     Technology
Rutgers University
Salve Regina University
San Diego State University
Sarah Lawrence College
Skidmore College
Spelman College
St. Lawrence University
Stony Brook University
SUNY University at Buffalo
Syracuse University
Temple University
The Ohio State University
The University of Tampa
The University of Tennessee
Trinity College
Tulane University of Louisiana
University of Bath
University of California Los 
     Angeles
University of Connecticut
University of Delaware
University of Denver
University of Florida
University of Georgia
University of Glasgow
University of Hawaii
University of Illinois
University of Maryland University 
of Massachusetts

University of Minnesota
University of Missouri
University of New Haven
University of North Carolina
University of Notre Dame
University of Pittsburgh
University of Rhode Island
University of Rochester
University of Saint Joseph
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
University of South Carolina
University of South Florida
University of St Andrews
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
University of Wisconsin
Vassar College
Vermont State University
Villanova University
Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University
Wells College
Wesleyan University
Wichita State University
William & Mary
Williams College
Wofford College
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Xavier University

ON A MISSION
 FOR MORE.

St. Joseph High School is 
an independent Catholic 

college preparatory 
community that educates 

and motivates young women 
and men to live purposeful 

lives as ethical leaders
committed to the 

common good of all.

Schedule Your Family
Tour Today.                                                                    Tour Today.                                                                    

sjcadets.org/visit

SACRED HEART, GREENWICH – Lindsay Taylor, valedictorian; Avery 
Kim, salutatorian

➤ continued on page 20

Kendra Mitacek of Stratford’s 
time at Notre Dame mirrors a 
similar breadth of interests and 

depth of dedication. Since her 
freshman year, she has played 
basketball for Notre Dame and 
participated in the Spanish Club 

and Drama Club. Starting her 
junior year, she became captain 
of the basketball team and presi-

dent of the Spanish Club. In her 
final year at ND, she became 
a senior officer for the Drama 
Club. Mitacek is also a member 

of Notre Dame’s Distinguished 
Scholars Program. Additionally, 
she studied abroad at Oxford 
University where she received 
certificates in medicine and psy-
chology. Outside of Notre Dame, 
she has participated in Habitat for 
Humanity fundraisers, AAU bas-
ketball, and served as the Princess 
of the 2023 Barnum Festival.

Both Porzio and Mitacek 
will attend the University of 
Connecticut this fall—on full 
scholarships. Porzio plans to 
study psychology and English, 
while Mitacek plans to study 
physiology and neurobiology 
on the pre-med track, with the 
ultimate goal of becoming a 
pediatrician.

Sacred Heart, Greenwich
Sacred Heart Greenwich 

held its commencement exercis-
es on Friday, June 7, graduat-
ing 75 young women. Among 
them were valedictorian 
Lindsay Taylor and salutatori-
an Avery Kim.

Lindsay Taylor is a 2024 

National Merit Scholarship 
Competition Finalist whose 
other accolades include presti-
gious awards such as the 2023 
University of Rochester Xerox 
Award and the 2023 Harvard 
University Book Award. 
Recently, Taylor was honored as 
the 2024 NCWIT Aspirations in 
Computing High School Award 
Connecticut Affiliate Winner, 

recognizing her exceptional 
dedication to computing and 
technology. This notable achieve-
ment also highlights her future 
aspirations to pursue technology 
and become an engineer in order 
to solve world problems and posi-
tively impact humanity. 

At Sacred Heart Greenwich, 
Taylor is captain of both the 

NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL, FAIRFIELD – Lorenzo Porzio, valedicto-
rian; Kendra Mitacek, salutatorian
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SAINT JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL, TRUMBULL – James Murano, valedictorian; 
Erin Lovett, salutatorian

ValS and SalS from page 19

Robotics and Math teams, utiliz-
ing competitions like VEX and 
FIRST Robotics to enhance her 
abilities. To further strengthen 
her skills, she also started taking 
all possible computing classes 
at school. Beyond her academic 
achievements, Taylor’s passion 
for social justice and youth 
empowerment shines through her 
involvement in various initiatives. 
She serves as a vital member of 
the Greenwich Together Youth 
Coalition, where she actively 
works towards raising awareness 
and preventing drug abuse among 
young people. Her innate curiosi-
ty and analytical skills are evident 
in her role as a researcher, partic-
ularly in the field of data science 
related to environmental and 
community scans. Through her 
work, she effectively targets out-
reach programs, demonstrating a 
commitment to making a tangible 
difference in her community. 

In addition to her humanitar-
ian endeavors, Taylor exhibits 

strong leadership qualities in 
multiple spheres, whether as 
the Managing Editor of the 
King Street Chronicle newspaper, 
the Senior Editor-in-Chief of 
Perspectives literary magazine, a 
Peer Leader or member of the 
Sister Sheehan Honor Society. 
With her impressive academic 
record, dedication to social caus-
es, and exemplary leadership 
skills, she stands as a beacon of 
inspiration for her peers and com-
munity alike. 

Next fall, Taylor will attend the 
California Institute of Technology, 
and as she embarks on the next 
chapter of her journey, it’s evident 
that she will continue to make a 
positive impact wherever her path 
may lead.

Avery Kim is the recipient of 
the Dartmouth Book Award, a 
National Hispanic Recognition 
Scholar, and a National Merit 
Finalist. Renowned for her 
well-preparedness and intellectual 
curiosity, Kim is praised by both 

peers and teachers alike. 
Beyond her academic pur-

suits, Kim exemplifies leadership 
through her actions. As a reli-
gious education teacher and ESL 
instructor, she inspires and con-
nects with others, making a tan-
gible impact on her church and 
local community center. Within 
the Sacred Heart Greenwich com-
munity, Kim is an Editor-in-Chief 
of both the King Street Chronicle
newspaper and Perspectives liter-
ary magazine. Her involvement 
extends to representing the school 
at the Sacred Heart Network 
Conference and spearheading 
educational initiatives. 

Environmental stewardship 
holds a special significance for 
Kim, as evidenced by her active 
involvement in the school’s envi-
ronmental program and volunteer 
work at Muscoot Farm and the 
New York State 4-H Club. From 
mentoring young children to 
judging livestock, maintaining 
nature trails, gardening and car-
ing for animals, her passion for 
environmental conservation shines 

through her varied responsibilities. 
Next year, Kim plans to attend 

Cornell University, where her 
community is confident that her 
dedication to academic excel-
lence, leadership, and environ-
mental activism will continue to 
set her apart. 

St. Joseph High School, 
Trumbull

St. Joseph High School host-
ed its graduation ceremony on 
Saturday, June 1, honoring 188 

graduating seniors. Among them 
were valedictorian James Murano 
and salutatorian Erin Lovett.

James Murano has left an 
indelible mark on the school 
community through his lead-
ership and involvement. He 
is a National Merit Scholar 
Commended Student and a recip-
ient of the Harvard Book Award. 
He holds numerous leadership 
positions, such as co-captain of 
the debate team, vice president 

➤ continued on page 22
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Foundations in Faith
By CAROL INCARNAÇÃO-

SCHIRM

BRIDGEPORT—June is a busy 
month for Foundations in Faith. 
From February to July, the staff at 
Foundations in Faith is focused on 
receiving and evaluating applica-
tions, and distributing awards across 
its nine different funds.

First up, the St. Charles 
Borromeo Fund for Vocations 
and Seminarians, the St. John 
Vianney Fund for Retired Priests 
and the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Fund for Catholic Schools 
received applications in February 

Providing ministry support
from the Diocese of Bridgeport 
Office of Vocations, the Office 
of Seminarians, the Catherine 
Dennis Keefe Queen of the Clergy 
Residence and the Office of the 
Superintendent of Schools. The 
foundation’s board awarded 
General Operating Support grants 
to these organizations totaling 
$384,922 in its March meeting.

Meanwhile, the period of 
application for Program Support 
Grants also opened in February 
and ran through Friday after 
Easter. With $582,525 in total 
grant requests from many dioc-
esan ministries and 29 parish-

es, these applications will be 
approved and awarded by the 
board in its June 25 meeting. Non-
competitive applications were 
received through the St. Catherine 
Center for Special Needs Fund, 
St. John Bosco Fund for Special 
Needs in Catholic Schools, and 
the Lourdes Fund for Pastoral 
Care in Nursing Homes. 

Competitive grant applications 
through the St. Therese Fund for 
Evangelization and St. John Paul 
II Fund for Faith Formation were 
evaluated by a team of volunteer 
grant reviewers. Their effort and 
input over the course of two 

weeks is crucial to finalizing 
recommendations for funding of 
a variety of programs and initia-
tives essential to building up the 
mystical body of Christ in the 
Diocese of Bridgeport.

Rounding out distributions in 
the 2023-2024 fiscal year were 
mini grants—a special rapid-re-
sponse program dedicated to 
promoting innovative approaches 
and addressing exceptional needs 
in our diocese year-round—which 
were awarded to several parishes 
and diocesan ministries totaling 
$19,700 from 11 applicants.

Mini grant recipients furthered 

ministries focused on disciple-
ship and faith formation through 
celebratory events, technology 
and accessibility improvements, 
and focused retreats. The Young 
Adult Eucharistic Guardian pro-
gram that took place during the 
Eucharistic Procession in May, 
which brought young people to 
adoration over the course of three 
nights as the national procession 
made its way through our dio-
cese, was one of the programs 
realized as a result of a mini grant 
by Foundations in Faith.           n

A SA M P L I N G O F T H E

CLASS OF 2024 
College Acceptances

FAIRFIELDPREP.ORG

Fairfield College
Preparatory School

Trinity College Dublin

College 
of William 
and Mary

Villanova
UNIVERSITY

Holy Cross
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STAMFORD—Two students 

from Cardinal Kung Academy in 
Stamford will attend the United 
States Military Academy at West 
Point this fall after completing a 
rigorous application process. 

Future officers Thomas 
V.I. Grimm of Ridgefield and 
Kathleen Liberatore of Tuckahoe, 
N.Y., are members of a Cardinal 
Kung graduating class of just 23 
students. They join roughly 1,300 
cadets in the incoming West 
Point class of 2028. They will 
report to Reception Day (R-Day) 
on July 1. 

Grimm received his nomi-
nation from U.S. Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal while Liberatore 
received hers from U.S. Rep. 
Jamaal Bowman. 

Grimm has had his sights set 
on West Point since he joined the 
Civil Air Patrol wing in Danbury 
at 13. At the start of high school, 

Two Cardinal Kung students to attend West Point
he printed out the required “Steps 
for Admission into West Point” 
and taped it to his closet door. 
His parents saw military potential 
in him from an even earlier age.

“Thomas was a determined 
fisherman at five and a pious 
and often officious altar boy at 
seven,” said his dad, Leon P. 
Grimm. “At 10, Thomas started 
making breakfast and school 
lunch for not only himself, but for 
his five siblings as well.” 

At around the same age, 
young Thomas told his mother, 
Nancy, that he had “decided to 
say yes and be obedient to any 
authority without hesitation or 
considering the inconvenience.” 

“I think that attitude has 
helped him develop a rock-solid 
discipline toward everything,” 
Nancy added. To prepare for 
R-Day, Thomas has been lift-
ing, running, and batch cooking 

chicken and rice. 
The Liberatores have been 

attending West Point football 
games for years.

“When you step onto cam-
pus, you can sense the bigger 

meaning of the institution,” said 
Liberatore’s mother, Colleen. “It 
calls you to put the interests of 
others ahead of your own, and 
that’s Katie’s nature.”

Liberatore’s interest in West 

Point was solidified after attend-
ing the Summer Leadership 
Experience in 2023. 

“It provided me a glimpse into 
the cadet lifestyle,” she said. “I 
discovered my love for the pow-
erful combination of academics, 
physical exercise and military 
training. I relished military days 
out in the field, calling cadences, 
playing intramurals, sharing fam-
ily-style meals and even waking 
early to be ‘on the wall!’”

The Liberatores credit their 
daughter’s stellar academic and 
athletic record to her “classical 
Catholic education” as well as 
“avoiding all video games, social 
media, iPads, and iPhones until 
she received her driver’s license.” 
Colleen and her husband Angelo 
believe this upbringing created 
discipline but also made “books 
and athletics Katie’s natural out-
let during her formative years.” n

of the National Honor Society, president of Model Congress, 
and a member of the Math, English, Spanish, and Tri-M Music 
Honor Societies. Additionally, his contributions to the school 
community extend to serving on the executive board of the 
Student Ambassador program, representing Student Council, and 
participating in concert band. Murano is also a four-year varsity 
letterman on the golf team which were FCIAC East Champions 
and CIAC State Championship runners-up.

Outside of school, James recently represented Connecticut at 
the American Legion Boys Nation program. Furthermore, his 
dedication to community service is demonstrated through his vol-
unteer work at Tashua Knolls and the First Tee of Connecticut.

In the fall, Murano will attend the University of Notre Dame 
in Indiana, where he plans to pursue studies in mathematics and 
political science. As he graduates from St. Joseph High School, 
James leaves behind a legacy of academic excellence, leadership, 
and unwavering commitment to both his school and community.

Erin Lovett shares that throughout her four years, she “has had the 
privilege of working alongside peers, faculty, and staff, and the com-
munity that is our SJ family.”

On campus, Lovett is an Executive Board Member of the Student 
Ambassador Program, a Peer Minister, a Yale Book Award recip-
ient, and a member of multiple after-school clubs, including Italian 
Club, Multicultural Club and Women’s Studies Club.

On the fields and on the courts, Lovett has also excelled ath-
letically, discovering a passion and talent for both volleyball and 
basketball. She is a CHSCA All-State Girls’ Volleyball player 
and a two-time CHSCA All-State Girls’ Basketball player. She 
is also a two-time All-FCIAC Girls’ Volleyball player as well as 
a back-to-back All-FCIAC Girls’ Basketball First Team player. 
Lovett has also attended two state championships, three FCIAC 
finals—winning two—and has played for multiple All-Star games 
for both sports including State, FCIAC, and the prestigious JCC 
All-Star Game this past spring.

In the fall, Lovett will attend Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y., to study cognitive science. She has also officially commit-
ted to playing women’s volleyball and women’s basketball for 
Vassar’s Division III Program.               			     n

Vals and Sals from page  20

Future officers Kathleen Liberatore and Thomas V.I. Grimm
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Two Cardinal Kung students to attend West Point

Annual Italian-American 
Saint Ann’s Feast 

Delicious Italian food 
with our famous pizza fritta. 

Rides, games, music 
and fun for all ages!!! 

For more information, please call the Saint Ann’s Club 
at 203.853.3603 or Annamaria Malagisi at 203.857.4800.

Thursday, 7/25—6-10 pm 	 Saturday, 7/27—4-10 pm
Friday, 7/26—6-10 pm 	 Sunday, 7/28—3-8 pm 

Bishop Caggiano will celebrate the traditional Saint Ann’s Mass 
on Saturday, July 27 at 10 am at St. Thomas the Apostle Church, 

125 East Avenue, Norwalk. 
There will be a procession that leaves the Saint Ann’s Club, 

16 Hendricks Avenue, Norwalk at 9:30 am. 
All are welcome to attend.

Geography Bee at Immaculate 
By KATHY-ANN GOBIN

DANBURY—A double 
tie-breaker determined the win-
ner of the 12th Annual Regional 
Catholic Geography Bee hosted 
by the Knights of Columbus 
McGivney Council 29.

Fourth-grader Eduardo Toledo 
from Catholic Academy in 
Stamford won the bee by correctly 
answering a question about the big-
gest cities in the Pacific Time Zone.

Toledo said he was nervous at 
the beginning of the bee. 

“I was thinking these are some 
of the best people in Fairfield 
County in Catholic schools that 
I’m competing against,” said 
Toledo, who said he prepared for 
the geography bee by watching 
YouTube videos and praying.

The geography bee was held in 
March at Immaculate High School 
in Danbury. Twenty-three students 
ranging from fourth to eighth grade 
from 10 Catholic schools in the 
Diocese of Bridgeport participated 
in the bee and answered 125 ques-
tions in 22 rounds on world, North 
American, and regional geography.

“The goal of the geography bee 
for the Knights of Columbus is 
to showcase noteworthy achieve-
ments in our Catholic schools,” 
said John Pitrelli, a member of the 
Knights of Columbus and founder 
of the geography bee. “There are 
good things going on in Catholic 
schools.”

Students who participated in the 
geography bee expressed an interest 
in geography in their classes, were 
selected by their teachers or won a 
geography bee at their school.

The day began with a prayer 
and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Participants who successful-

ly answered written questions 
received an additional opportunity 
in case they got an answer wrong. 
Numbers were drawn from a hat to 
establish the order in which the stu-
dents would answer the questions.

Toledo and William Cohee, 
a seventh-grader at Greenwich 
Catholic School, held the attention 
of all in attendance as they went 
10 rounds during the geography 
bee before going into a double-tie 
breaker to determine the winner.

This was Cohee’s third time 
participating in the geography bee. 
He was initially nominated by his 
teacher in fifth grade and went on 
to win second place in both 2022 
and 2024.

“I didn’t prepare too much. I 
just always enjoyed geography and 
history and watched videos about it 
in my free time,” Cohee said.

Cohee’s father said his son’s 
penchant for world history, espe-
cially military history, naturally 
spilled over into learning about 
Europe and geography in general.

Cohee said he is open to enter-
ing another geography bee in the 
future, and would study more 
about American and regional 
geography to prepare.

As a student ambassador at his 
school, Cohee will have the honor 
of welcoming prospective students 
to the school and showing them 
his certificates of achievement and 
both trophies that are displayed in 
the school’s awards case.

“I think it’s great. As parents 
we are grateful, they nominated 
him,” Cohee’s father William 
said, adding that the school rec-
ognized his son’s potential and 
encouraged him to pursue it in a 
fun but challenging way.

“We are grateful for the Knights 

of Columbus for hosting this 
geography bee because it is a great 
opportunity for students to test 
their knowledge against students in 
other schools,” Williams’s mom, 
Gabriella Circosta Cohee, said.

Eighth-grader Charles 
Heffernan, a student at Cardinal 
Kung Academy in Stamford, won 
third place with his knowledge 
of Washington, London and the 
Pacific Coast of Australia, in addi-
tion to his knowledge about the 
path of the recent solar eclipse.

“I wanted to represent my 
school and give them a good 
name and also I have a compet-
itive side of me, I like to play 
sports,” Heffernan said.

Besides his natural desire to 
learn about world geography, 
Charlie said for fun he would 
watch Geography Now videos 
on YouTube about each country 
during his lunch break. He would 
also challenge himself with the 
Seterra website, with geography 
games, exercises and quizzes.

Heffernan said he always liked 
learning about European geography. 

“It always stuck in my mind 
more, so I can always do it well, 
so it made we want to do it 
more,” he said.

Heffernan, who plays basketball 
at his school, said this was his first 
educational bee and he said he 
would likely do more in the future.

“It’s a very cool experience. 
You can learn more stuff you 
never knew about geography 

through studying and from the 
other participants,” he said.

“We are really glad that he did 
it,” said Charlie’s father, Keith. 
“We are a big sports family and 
it was good for him to participate 
in an academic competition and 
realize academic competitions can 
be as fun and rewarding as sports 
competitions.”

“We’re really proud of him for fin-
ishing in the top three,” Keith said.

All three winners of the geog-
raphy bee have varying ideas of 
what to do with their winnings, 
which ranged from $100 to $25, 
including putting it in the bank 
and spending it on clothes or food 
or computer equipment.

The geography bee has also 
sparked a desire to travel for the 
winner.

“I want to travel to every 
continent and maybe go to all 
the countries in one continent,” 
Toledo said, adding that when 
he was six years old he started 
watching YouTube videos about 
all the countries in the world. His 
father, Jose, said Toledo asked for 
a globe for Christmas, something 
the child’s grandfather also want-
ed when he was a child.

“He really likes the subject and 
really dedicated himself to watch-
ing the videos,” Jose said. “He 
really enjoyed the process. We are 
proud that he managed to do it.” n
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By SUSAN CECERE

FAIRFIELD—On May 
20, the Catholic Academy of 
Bridgeport (CAB) held its 12th 
Annual Golf Classic at the 
Country Club of Fairfield. The 
event, which was held in honor of 
board member John J. Kennedy, 
alumnus Tony Fox and retiring 
principal Pat Griffin, raised more 
than $650,000 for need-based 
scholarship, and featured the 
most robust paddles up for need-
based scholarship in the history 
of the school.  

Twenty-four foursomes 
enjoyed a day of golf under blue 
skies and temperatures in the 70s, 
then joined an additional 120 
guests later in the day for a cock-
tail reception. After a welcome 
by Board Chair John Kreitler, 
Executive Director Angela 
Pohlen recognized 22 eighth 
graders graduating from CAB’s 
Rising Stars program along with 
their sponsors, many of whom 
have graciously supported one or 
more of these students through-
out all or some of their years at 
CAB. 

Next, speakers Maria Teixeira 
and Phillip Martins wowed the 

Record-breaking 
golf outing for 
Catholic Academy

crowd with their testimonies. 
Teixeira shared a heartfelt account 
of the sacrifices she has made to 
send her two daughters to CAB. 
She hesitantly transferred her 
children from CAB to a public 
magnet school several years ago 
thinking she could save money. 

“I quickly learned that my 
daughters weren’t getting the 
same quality education and 
one-to-one experience at the 
magnet school ... and, most 
importantly, the respect was not 
there,” she said. “The girls did 
not feel safe there and the teach-
ers there weren’t able to control 
the students. So I decided to 
re-enroll them at CAB, where 
they happily remain today. As 
my mother says in Portuguese, 
‘O barato sai caro,’ which loose-
ly translates to ‘Cheap always 
turns out expensive in the long 
run’... Enrolling my children at 
CAB has been a sacrifice but so 
worth it.” 

Martins, a 2020 alumnus of 
CAB’s St. Augustine campus and a 
rising freshman at Yale University 
in the fall, inspired the crowd with 
his personal testimonial. 

“I am proud to say that the 
work ethic I was taught at the 

Catholic Academy of Bridgeport 
translated into me being summa 
cum laude honors all four years 
(of high school) at Fairfield Prep 
and being accepted into Yale 
University. Words can’t even 
begin to describe how much the 
Catholic Academy of Bridgeport 
means to me. They believed in 
me when I couldn’t find it to 
believe in myself, and sometimes 
that is all you need: someone to 
believe in you.” Addressing the 
crowd gathered for cocktails, he 
said, “I am confident that, with 
your support, you can help other 
students just like me to find the 
belief in themselves that they 
need to succeed. Thank you and 
God bless.”

Following Martins, a live 
auction took place along with 
an energized and robust paddles 
up, the latter bringing in just 
under $400,000 for scholarship in 
under five minutes. These mon-
ies are crucial as the Academy 
must raise $3 million annually 
for need-based assistance since 
85 percent of the school’s 900 
students cannot afford the annual 
tuition of $5,360. 

“We are deeply grateful to 

everyone who made our fund-
raiser such a success, whether 
they were a sponsor, purchased a 
foursome, donated auction items, 
gave during cocktails, or sent in a 
donation despite not being able to 
attend. Because of these generous 
individuals and foundations, we 
are able to live our mission of 
serving all those students desiring 
a CAB education and who qual-
ify, regardless of their family’s 
income,” said Pohlen. 

Following, Kreitler presented 
Kennedy with a Distinguished 
Board Member Award. 

“John puts others first and 
serves with full commitment, 
1,000 percent of the time. John is 
absolutely one of CAB’s strongest 
believers and impassioned cheer-
leaders, and for that the entire 
CAB community is eternally 
grateful,” said Kreitler. 

Next, he presented Tony Fox 
with the Alumni Service Award, 
and noted, “Tony is an exceptional 
example of the happy and success-
ful lives CAB students go on to live 
after leaving us in 8th grade. Many 
of Tony’s most significant accom-
plishments have to do with his 
deep desire to give back, including 

as a CAB Board member.” 
Pohlen then gave Pat Griffin a 

Lifetime Achievement Award for 
her 40-plus years in education. 

“Rather than award you a 
traditional memento, we got you 
something to have and hold, lit-
erally. On the days you may be 
feeling nostalgic, I hope you will 
wrap this blanket, imprinted with 
memories from your time at St. 
Ann, around you and feel our 
love,” said Pohlen.

This year’s Golf Classic was a 
success on every front and count-
less lives will be changed because 
of the generosity and support of 
so many individuals, groups and 
family foundations. 

The Catholic Academy of 
Bridgeport educates 900 PreK-
8th-grade students on four cam-
puses: St. Andrew, St. Ann, St. 
Augustine and St. Raphael. 96 
percent of students who attend 
CAB qualify for need-based assis-
tance. To find out more about the 
Catholic Academy of Bridgeport, 
CAB’s Rising Stars program, or 
to make a donation toward need-
based scholarship, please visit 
www.catholicacademybridgeport.
org or call 203.362.2990.         n

diocese after serving as Associate Superintendent of Schools in the 
Diocese of Rockville Centre on Long Island. He succeeded Sister 
Mary Grace Walsh, ASCJ, who is now serving as Superintendent 
of Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of New York.

Dr. Cheeseman said he was grateful for the counsel and com-
mitment of board members and donors, and praised his staff for the 
leadership and support they provided along with their shared belief 
in the mission of Catholic education.

In reflecting on his experience as a Catholic education leader, Dr. 
Cheeseman said, “Every child is created in the image and likeness 
of God and is blessed with unique skills, talents and gifts. Therefore, 
as Catholic educators, it is our responsibility to provide an education 
that recognizes and respects the dignity and uniqueness of every indi-
vidual student so that he or she may reach his or her fullest potential. 
Our commitment to academic excellence cannot be considered sepa-
rate and apart from our Catholic identity and must be a response to 
what we believe about God and his creation.”

The diocesan school system serves 8,959 students in grades 
Pre-K through 12 in 31 Catholic schools throughout Fairfield 
County. There are 20 elementary schools, five high schools and 
one special education school. One hundred percent of its high 
school students graduate and go on to higher education. 

(For more information on Catholic schools in the Diocese of 
Bridgeport, visit www.dioceseofbridgeportcatholicschools.com. )              n          

dr. SteVen cheeSeman appointed from page 3

 John J. KenneDy  tony FoX pat GriFFin
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Eucharistic Miracles
By ROSE BRENNAN

BRIDGEPORT—The 10 am 
Mass at St. Augustine Cathedral 
on June 16 began as any other 
Sunday Mass might, with Bishop 
Caggiano celebrating his week-
ly Sunday liturgy. But when 
he began his homily, it soon 
became clear that it was no ordi-
nary Sunday Mass, and that the 
Diocese of Bridgeport was to 
receive something truly special 
that day.

That day, the bishop said, the 
diocese would receive a first-
class relic of Bl. Carlo Acutis, 
who will soon be counted among 
the many saints of the Catholic 
Church.

Bishop Caggiano described Bl. 
Carlo as “a young man who was 
entwined deeply with the charism 
of St. Francis of Assisi … (and) 
in his ordinary life, showed the 
power of Christ’s love, compas-
sion, mercy, patience (and) for-
giveness.”

Born in 1991, Bl. Carlo was 
an Italian teenager who had a 
knack for technology and a deep 
love for the Eucharist. Wanting 
to promote the Catholic faith to 
the younger generations, his life’s 
work was developing websites 
wherein he documented infor-
mation on Eucharistic miracles; 
the Blessed Mother; angels and 
demons; and heaven, purgatory 
and hell. Diagnosed with leuke-
mia at just age 15, Bl. Carlo ulti-
mately succumbed to his illness 
in 2006.

After the Vatican recognized 
a miracle attributed to his inter-
cession, Bl. Carlo was beatified in 
October 2020. In May 2024, Pope 
Francis recognized a second mir-
acle attributed to Bl. Carlo, and 
declared he would be canonized, 
which would make him the first 
millennial to become a saint.

Bl. Carlo’s relic—a lock of his 
hair—was presented to Bishop 
Caggiano by Eileen Wood, a 
delegate selected by Bl. Carlo’s 
mother, Antonia. Her journey 
with Bl. Carlo began many years 
ago, when she was looking for a 
way to commemorate her parish’s 
five-year anniversary of hosting 
Perpetual Adoration. She then 
discovered Bl. Carlo’s Eucharistic 
Miracles exhibit, and felt it was 
exactly what she was looking for.

Since then, Wood has seen 
relics of Bl. Carlo spark healings, 

Diocese receives relic of Bl. Carlo Acutis
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and has even met and connect-
ed personally with his mother, 
Antonia. But according to Wood, 
Bl. Carlo’s sanctity is about 
so much more than the digital 
resources he created.

“I think people look at what 
he did with the exhibit and they 
think that’s why he’s going to be 
a saint,” she said. “But I really 
believe that’s not specifically why 
he is going to be a saint. He’s 
going to be a saint from the little 
ways he lived his life: just being a 
person who went to Mass every 
day, who prayed the Rosary 
every day, who spent time with 
Jesus at Adoration, for being 
just a kind person to everybody, 
loving in the way he treated 
everyone.”

As Bishop Caggiano shared in 
his homily, everyone is called to 
holiness. And Wood believes Bl. 
Carlo set an excellent and achiev-
able example in the way he lived 
his life.

“We’re all called to be saints 
in our own way,” Wood said. 
“We’re not going to make anoth-
er (Eucharistic Miracles) exhibit 
necessarily, but we can all live the 
life he did of praying the Rosary 
every day. Who can’t really pray 
the Rosary every day? It’s 15 
minutes. Maybe not everyone can 
go to Mass every day, but we can 
try to go occasionally more often 
than just on Sunday. Being kind 
to people and just following all 
the spiritual works of mercy and 
the corporal works of mercy—I 

think that’s really what makes 
you a saint.”

Dr. Patrick Donovan, execu-
tive director of the Institute for 
Catholic Formation, was integral 
in bringing Bl. Carlo’s relic to 
the Diocese of Bridgeport. He 
described the process of receiving 
the relic as a moment of divine 
intervention which brought him-
self, Bishop Caggiano, Wood, 
and Bl. Carlo’s mother Antonia 
all together.

Donovan feels that Bl. Carlo’s 
story can especially resonate with 
young people: not only because 
of his young age, but because of 
his proficiency with technology.

“The lesson, for young 
people especially, is this was 
a kid who used technology for 
good,” he said. “We hear so 
many horror stories these days 
of kids getting into something 
inappropriate online, or getting 
bullied or shamed. And we hear 
of the disadvantages and trials 
and tribulations of TikTok and 
Instagram and Snapchat and 
everything else. And here was a 
kid who used the power of the 
internet to create something that 
even now, a decade or two later, 
lives on.”

As a part of the Diocese of 
Bridgeport’s Eucharistic Renewal, 
the Institute for Catholic 
Formation will be hosting a 
touring exhibit of the Eucharistic 
miracles Bl. Carlo documented 
will tour parishes throughout the 
diocese over the next three years. 

Now, the exhibit will also include 
Bl. Carlo’s relic, which can be 
made available for veneration, 

Holy Hours or other purposes.
Like Bishop Caggiano and 

Wood, Donovan thinks the story 
of Bl. Carlo Acutis can set a pow-
erful example for the young.

“Every time I think of Carlo, 
I think of Bishop Caggiano and 
his challenge to Confirmation 
students: being a saint is one 
decision at a time,” he said. 
“I think this is a great oppor-
tunity for our young people to 
not just to look at Carlo, but 
also to examine our own lives 
and ask, what are the decisions 
we’re making again and again 
and again that make the world a 
better place? Everybody has the 
power to do that.”

The Eucharistic miracles exhibit 
will next visit four parishes in the 
month of September: St. Ann Parish, 
Bridgeport (September 13—23); St. 
James Parish, Stratford (September 
13—23); St. Elizabeth Seton Parish, 
Ridgefield (September 27—October 
7); and St. Lawrence Parish, Shelton 
(September 27—October 7).           n

Eileen Wood, a delegate selected by Bl. Carlo’s mother, Antonia, presents the relic to Bishop Caggiano
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Obituaries

              DeCeaSeD ClerGy oF the DioCeSe oF BriDGeport 
June 23—auGuSt 3 

June

24 Rev. Frankln J. Corrigan ................... 1974
 Deacon R. Dwyer ............................. 2021
 Msgr. William A. Genuario ............... 2015
25 Rev. Albert A. Tomasko .................... 1978
27  Rev. William Donovan...................... 2018 
 Rev. J. Barry Furey ........................... 2012
28 Rev. John J. Draper .......................... 1966
30 Rev. Arthur E. Norton ...................... 2004
 Msgr. Thomas P. Mooney ................. 1956
 Msgr. John E. Tomis ......................... 1986

July 
1 Rev. Anthony J. Intagliata ................... 1990
2 Rev. Alfred J. Carmody ....................... 1958
5 Msgr. John J. Hayes ............................. 1964
6 Msgr. Philip N. Salmone ...................... 1967
8  Rev. James J. Kane .............................. 1956
9 Rev. Sean F. Flynn .............................. 1978
10 Rev. Edward F. Doyle ......................... 1981
 Deacon Stephen Sebestyen ................... 2011
12 Rev. Edwin Coyne ............................... 2013
13 Msgr. James P. Devine ......................... 1972
 Rev. A. Fred Constantino .................... 1980
15 Rev. Paul F. Merry .............................. 2020 

16 Rev. Bernardo C. Rodriguez................. 2020
17 Msgr. Walter R. Conroy ....................... 1997
 Rev. Robert Terentieff .......................... 2011 
19 Msgr. Bartholomew J. Laurello ............ 2004
20 Rev. John M. Conlisk .......................... 1990
 Rev. Peter A. DeMarco ........................ 2015 
 Rev. Kevin P. Fitzpatrick ..................... 2008
 Rev. Chester Kicia, O.F.M. .................. 2003
 Msgr. John J. Wigh .............................. 1995
21 Rev. David H. Krahel .............................2008
 Deacon Nicholas Pratt ...........................2005
22 Msgr. Nicholas P. Coleman, P.A. ...........1963
24 Rev. Paul Lalic .......................................2011
25 Rev. Hubert P. Carrig .......................... 1978
 Rev. F. William Verrilli ........................ 2020
26 Rev. Bernard A. Keefe ......................... 2022 
 Msgr. Francis M. Wladasz ................... 1959
28 Rev. William G. Mahoney ................... 1973
29 Deacon Ian Black ................................. 2006

auGuSt  
1 Msgr. Daniel J. Foley ........................... 1999
 Msgr. John J. Toomey, P.A. ................ 1992
2 Rev. Patrick V. Lavery ......................... 1976
 Msgr. James J. McLaughlin ................. 1985
3 Rev. Francis E. Fention ....................... 1995

DANBURY—Deacon 
William D. Murphy died on 
Wednesday, June 12, 2024. He 
was 82 years of age.

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
said Deacon Murphy will be 
remembered for his many years 
of faithful and loving service to 
St. Gregory the Great Parish, 
the larger Danbury community, 
and the Diaconate program of 
the Diocese of Bridgeport. Please 
pray for the repose of the soul of 
Deacon Murphy and for the con-
solation of his family,”

On December 13, 1978, 
William was accepted into the 
Diaconate Formation Program. 
He was ordained to the diacon-
ate on June 13, 1981, by Bishop 
Walter W. Curtis at St. Augustine 
Cathedral. Deacon Murphy was 
assigned to serve as deacon at 
St. Gregory the Great Parish in 
Danbury, where he remained in 
joyful service until his retirement 
on his 75th birthday, October 2, 
2016.

Deacon Murphy active-
ly served St. Gregory the 
Great Parish where he was 
assigned and became an inte-
gral part of serving his brother 
deacons in his role on the 
Diaconate Council dating 
back to February 2014. He 

represented deacons in his 
vicariate and focused on their 
continuing formation and was 
appointed as Deacon Advocate 
of the Tribunal, even in his 
retirement. Deacon Murphy 
also served as the Director 
of Catholic Scouting before 
dedicating himself fully to the 
Danbury Public Schools and 
the parishioners he served.

William Murphy was born 
on October 2, 1941, in Danbury 
to Josephine and Francis 
Murphy. He was baptized on 

October 26, 1941, and received 
the Sacrament of Confirmation 
on June 6, 1953, at St. Joseph 
Parish, Danbury. He attended 
Danbury High School and then 
joined the United States Marine 
Corps in 1960 and remained 
in service to our country until 
January 1966.

On October 2, 1965, 
William and Patricia were 
married at Sacred Heart 
Parish and they raised 
two children, William and 
Patricia, in Danbury. Deacon 
Murphy attended Western 
Connecticut State University 
where he earned a bachelor’s 
degree (1968) and master’s 
degree (1974) in Elementary 
Education and Administration. 
He joined the Danbury Public 
Schools as an elementary 
school teacher.

The wake was held at St. 
Gregory the Great Parish, 86 
Great Plain Rd., Danbury on 
Sunday, June 16 from 3 to 6 pm. 
The funeral was at St. Gregory 
the Great Parish on Monday, 
June 17 at 11 am. Father 
Michael Dunn was the celebrant 
and Deacon Rich Kovacs was 
the homilist. Committal followed 
at St. Peter Cemetery, 71 Lake 
Avenue Ext., Danbury.             n

Deacon William Murphy, 82

FUNERAL GUIDE

NEIL F. HARDING
JOHN J. HARDING

Harding
F U N E R A L  H O M E

203.227.3458

hfh210@optonline.net

www.hardingfuneral.com

210 POST ROAD EAST WESTPORT, CT 06881

“Quiet Dignity Without Extravagance”
Affordable Direct Cremation

Title XIX Welcome

Z Family owned for three generations ZHandling every detail

Z Call for free informative brochure Z In home arrangements

Z 203-254-1414 or 800-542-0218 Z Memorial service facility

NEWTOWN—On May 13, 
Lisa Marie Sweeting passed 
away peacefully of natural caus-
es at Danbury Hospital. She 
was 45 years old.

She was born Lisa Marie 
Giallanza on July 31, 1978, 
in Atlanta, Ga., to Thomas 
John Giallanza and Patricia 
Anne Manelski. She spent the 
first five years of her life in 
Dunwoody, Ga. She was a joy-
ful child, who loved music and 
dancing. 

In 1983, the family moved to Westport. Lisa began playing the 
violin in fourth grade and continued to participate in the school 
symphony orchestra as well as the chorus through her graduation 
from Staples High School. On December 14, 2000, she graduated 
from Arizona State University with a Bachelor of Arts in broad-
cast management.

On October 1, 2004, she married Russell James Sweeting. 
Together they have three incredible children—Lily, Ryan, and 
Evelyn. As a very busy mother, Lisa continued to support other 
new moms as the regional president of the MOMS club—Moms 
Offering Moms Support.

Later she was employed by St. Joseph School in Brookfield as 
the admissions coordinator, and then as the office administrator 
at St. Rose of Lima School in Newtown. More recently, she also 
served as the athletic director, which entailed scheduling and 
supervising sports at the school, including the basketball teams 
and track & field.

She is survived by her parents and her brothers, Tom Jr. and 
Michael.

Lisa was loving, generous, outspoken, outgoing, energetic, 
and passionate. Her family loves camping and annual trips to the 
Outer Banks. Her last major trip was to London in the summer of 
2023 with her family.

She and Russell raised three amazing children. The love she 
gave to her family, friends, and students will be her legacy.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. Rose of Lima 
School, 40 Church Hill Road, Newtown CT 06470.                 n

DeaCon William D. murphy

Lisa Sweeting, 45
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Ralph Lazzaro, 80
Obituaries

By JOE PISANI

DARIEN—Grieving parents 
gathered recently at a day-long 
retreat to pray, share their stories 
and discuss their spiritual journey 
after having lost a child.

The Bereavement Ministry of 
Catholic Cemeteries sponsored 
the event at the Convent of St. 
Birgitta, which was conducted 
by the Emmaus Ministry for 
Grieving Parents.

“We opened our doors and 
hearts to anyone who has lost a 
child of any age—from infants 
to adults—for any reason, no 
matter how long ago,” said 
Carolyn Killian, director of 
bereavement of the Diocese of 
Bridgeport. “The retreat gave 
them the opportunity to partic-
ipate in small and large groups 
and talk about their spiritual 
journey as people who have lost 
a precious child.”

Run by grieving parents for 
grieving parents, the retreat let 
people share with one another 
and see where God is in their 
lives, Killian said. Deacon Don 
Ross, a grieving parent assigned 
to St. Pius X Parish in Fairfield, 
served as the spiritual leader.

“Our goal is to reach out and 
support people who are in pain,” 
she said. “Grieving parents suffer 
a lifetime of pain. Research has 
shown the loss of a child is one of 
the greatest and lasting stresses a 
person can experience.”

Almost 30 people participat-
ed in the retreat, which was the 

third Catholic Cemeteries has 
sponsored. A number of parents 
returned for a second time. Killian 
said those who took part had lost 
children of every age, from infants 
to adults, due to COVID, cancer, 
suicide, overdoses and accidents.

On Mother’s Day, the partic-
ipants were invited to Mass with 
Father Paul Holland, SJ, at St. 
Timothy Chapel in Greenwich. 
Father Holland, who had cele-
brated Mass at the retreat, remem-
bered the sadness of so many 
mothers on this day of celebration.

In his homily, Father Holland 
said: “Today, I remember all the 
women whose children I have had 
to bury: infants, teenagers, college 
students, even adult children. 
Some suffered protracted illnesses, 
others were struck down without 
warning by drunk drivers, careless 
companions, even a murderer.”

He also recalled those who 
suffered a miscarriage or surren-
dered their child to adoption.

“Today has a special poignancy 
for them, as well as for the adopted 
children, for it marks the unself-
ishness of both the woman who 
entrusts her child to another and 
the unselfishness of the woman 
who accepts that awesome respon-
sibility,” he said. “Of such women 
I think this Mother’s Day.”

In addition, Father Holland 
remembered “women I know 
who terminated their motherhood 
in aborting their child, and now 
struggle to find the forgiveness 
of God, and of the Church, and 
most of all, the forgiveness of 

their aborted child. With special 
sadness, I remember them this 
Mother’s Day.”

He said that “to those moth-
ers, those who have mourned 
the death of a child, those whose 
love led them to surrender their 
child to the care of another, 
those whose child never came to 
full-term, to those mothers, this 
secular feast is embarrassingly 
mute … For our secular culture 
knows nothing about sacrifice 
or suffering. It denies death and 
anesthetizes anguish.”

The Emmaus Ministry for 
Grieving Parents was begun 
by Diane and the late Charley 
Monaghan, whose son Paul died 
unexpectedly in his 20s. The 
couple spent 15 years ministering 
to other people who lost a child 
from before birth to any age, 
regardless of the cause of death. 
The couple also wrote the book 
Sorrow Like No Other: Supporting 
the Grief of a Parent Whose Child 
Has Died. Since it began, the 
ministry has served some 2,500 
parents from 26 states, Canada 
and Ireland.

Parents suffer from emotional, 
health and social challenges and 
have a higher incidence of “pro-
longed grief,” which can last a 
lifetime. By age 70, more than 15 
percent of parents in the United 
States have experienced the death 
of a child.

Killian stresses this is a spiritual 
retreat and not a support group.

“People are not required to 
introduce themselves and tell their 

Grieving parents find comfort at Emmaus retreat
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story,” she said. “They are invited 
to attend sessions that are offered, 
as well as prayer services and 
Mass, but what they participate in 
is completely their decision. One 
part of the retreat involves lighting 
a beautiful memorial candle in 
memory of their child.”

Even though the purpose of the 
retreat is to serve the spiritual needs 
of parents, it is open to people of 
all faiths or no religious belief.

“Very often, grieving parents 
turn to God or run from God,” 
she said. “Intense grief impacts 
your relationship with God. 
Everyone is welcome, no matter 
where they are on their faith, or 
grief, journey.”

(The next Emmaus retreat is 
scheduled for December 7. For 
more information, visit www.ctcem-
eteries.org/bereavement-support/
emmaus-ministry.)	                        n

As we go to press for the June 
issue of Fairfield County Catholic, 
we are saddened to announce 
the death of Ralph Lazzaro col-
league, friend and Ad Manager 
for this publication for over 30 
years.

Ralph passed away on the 
evening of June 13, at Norwalk 
Hospital, after a brief illness.  
He first came to Fairfield County 
Catholic in 1991, and he played 
a major role in supporting the 
paper through ad sales. 

He was a proud member of 
the Knights of Columbus in 
addition to civic and business 
associations.

At a time when many print 
publications are struggling to 
sell ad space, Ralph remained 
a master salesman. His success 
was not only due to his remark-
able gift to network, but even 
more importantly to his love for 
the Church and involvement in 
the life of diocese. Ralph under-
stood how faith transformed 
his own life, and he was always 
ready to evangelize by walking 
with others and sharing his life 
story.

A native of the Bronx, Ralph 
drew you in like family. If  you 
met him once, you became part 
of his life. He’d pray with you, 

make a friend—and maybe even 
sell you an ad. 

Our condolences go to his 
loving wife Ronnie, to whom 
he was fully devoted. Though 
he lived to 80, he never got old. 
He kept us all on the run with 
his ideas, energy and drive to 
succeed. A generous, big-heart-
ed man who was quick to help 
others, Ralph lived life to the 
fullest and invited all to his 
movable feast. We are grate-
ful he was our colleague and 
friend. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated by Father Brian 
Gannon at St. Theresa Parish in 

Trumbull (date and time to be deter-
mined).  A full obituary, including 
funeral arrangements, will be 

published on the diocesan website 
(www.bridgeportdiocese.org) as 
soon it becomes available.	         n

Ralph Lazzaro
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Veritas Radio celebrates 
five years on air

By KATHY-ANN GOBIN

STAMFORD—Celebrating 
five years on-the-air, Veritas Radio 
gave supporters a front row seat to 
a live-taping of the popular show, 
“The Tangent,” with featured 
guest Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan 
of the Archdiocese of New York.

It was an evening filled with 
laughs, faith and fellowship at the 
2024 Veritas On-Air Gala host-
ed in May at Serafresca Italian 
Center in Stamford.

“I believe Veritas is essential 
to the mission of the Diocese of 
Bridgeport,” said Bishop Frank J. 
Caggiano.

The bishop noted that 
throughout time, Christians have 
found different ways to commu-
nicate including oral traditions, 
the printing press and art and 
sculpture to create sacred spaces 
of beauty that speak without 
words.

“Discipleship is our path to 
proclaim the kerygma (the apos-
tolic proclamation of salvation 
through Jesus Christ),” said 

Bishop Caggiano, adding that 
Veritas Radio is one of many 
effective ways to bring the mes-
sage of Christ to all.

“Veritas Radio gives access 
to Christ in every car, in every 
home,” Bishop Caggiano said. 
“We need Veritas,” he added, in 
part to pursue “The One,” the bish-
op’s initiative for a true and lasting 
renewal of the Catholic Church 
which he said is the single greatest 
priority to embrace as a diocesan 
family in the years ahead.

Veritas began broadcasting 
EWTN Catholic programming 24 
hours a day on August 21, 2019 
throughout Fairfield County, 
almost half of Long Island 
and parts of Westchester. The 
WNLK-AM 1350 radio station 
was expanded and can also be 
heard at 103.9 FM.

“The Tangent,” hosted by 
Father Sam Kachuba and Matt 
Sperrazza, focuses on highlight-
ing the connection between 
Catholicism to everyday life 
including sports, art and music.

The conversation between the 

hosts and Cardinal Dolan was 
filled with laughter and real talk 
about religion and religious life.

“I have immense regard for 
this apostolate, communication,” 
said Cardinal Dolan. “We have 
to be everywhere.”

The hosts had some fun asking 
Cardinal Dolan to read a Veritas 
Radio station promo touting their 
podcast, “The Tangent,” as his 
favorite despite Cardinal Dolan 
having a syndicated podcast of 
his own, “Conversation with 
Cardinal Dolan.” Quick with 
a joke, he quipped, “I’m going 
to say an Act of Contrition,” to 
which the audience erupted in 
laughter.

Cardinal Dolan shared he 
knew at an early age he wanted 
to be a priest.

“There’s never been a time in 
my life that I was not fascinated 
by the priesthood. I was blessed 
to grow up in a family that sup-
ported that,” he said, explaining 
that he grew up in a Catholic 
neighborhood where faith was at 
the center of family life, and he 
enjoyed it.

Cardinal Dolan said in fourth 
grade he told a religious sister 
at his school he wanted to be a 
priest just like the pastor of his 
school. He did acknowledge there 
were times of doubt and struggle 
during his journey but ultimately 
his love for the Lord overwhelm-
ingly prevailed.

Cardinal Dolan said he trea-
sures a chalice given to him by 
his parents when he was ordained 
a priest. At the base of the center 
of the cross of the chalice is his 
mother’s engagement ring.

He was asked about changes 
in seminary formation and he 
said the focus should always be 
on how to educate and inform 
priests.

“The priest, like Jesus, is to 
be a bridge from God to man,” 
Cardinal Dolan said. “We priests 
should never give a Catholic a 
reason to leave the Church by 
something we do or don’t do. 
When I see busy committed 
Catholics who sacrifice, who 
show up, who are passionate 
about things like our Catholic 
schools, pro-life and the commu-
nication ministries of the Church, 
like this excellent one, that perks 

me up.”
The evening festivities 

included a silent auction and 
an auction to enjoy dinner with 
Biship Caggiano in the Bronx 
and an opportunity to meet with 
Cardinal Dolan at St. Patick’s 
Cathedral and have dinner in 
New York City.

Veritas Radio plans to expand 
its reach through video, a larger 
broadcast radius and more shows, 
to bring a meaningful encounter 
with Jesus Christ to as many peo-
ple as possible.

“Veritas Radio helps me feel 
connected to the diocese,” said 
Paula SanFilippo, who was an 
attendee at the fundraiser. “It 
complements my faith worship at 
church,” she said, adding listen-
ing to the various programs has 
increased her awareness of her faith.

Fran Schanney agreed.
“I really enjoy the educational 

part of it,” he said of the shows 
on Veritas Radio. Schanney 
said he mostly listens to Veritas 
in the car and said it offers him 
new insights and perspectives to 
defend his faith to others.

SanFilippo said she enjoyed 
being a part of the live taping of 

the show and appreciated the 
humor of the hosts and Cardinal 
Dolan.

“Being a Christian is not an 
easy task, it’s challenging,” she 
said. “You need that humor.”

Charles Paksi said the chal-
lenges Steve Lee, president and 
CEO of the Veritas Catholic 
Network, surmounted to establish 
Veritas, is impressive.

“Tip of the hat for his courage, 
vision and fortitude to make it 
happen,” Paksi said.

“Veritas” translates to “truth” 
in Latin. The mission of Veritas 
Catholic Network is to proclaim 
the truth of the Gospel and 
empower apostles within the 
faith, through informative and 
entertaining shows such as “Let 
Me Be Frank,” “The Tangent,” 
“Restless” and “Joe & Joe.”

Bishop Caggiano said he hopes, 
“generations to come will have 
said of us we rose to the challenge 
of our time. May the mission of 
Veritas continue to grow.”

To listen to “The Tangent” 
podcast with Cardinal Dolan  
or other Veritas programming, 
visit www.veritascatholic.com/
programs. 	   	         n

God,” he said. “Your gifts will also support priests in their retire-
ment, caring for their health and well-being while enabling them to 
continue living and proclaiming the Gospel.”

“The tremendous value of support and investment for our sem-
inarians over their years of service will touch thousands of people 
on their faith journey,” she said. “There is nothing more valuable 
than clergy will who lead people to an encounter with Christ.”

She expressed gratitude to everyone who has made a pledge to 
the Appeal and said no donation is too small.

“We are grateful for each and every pledge no matter the size of 
the gift,” she said, “because your support answers Christ’s call to 
assist our sisters and brothers.”

The Co-chairs of this year’s Appeal are Jim O’Neill and Paula 
Summa, who are members of St. Paul Parish in Greenwich, along 
with Father Gregg D. Mecca of St. Peter Parish in Danbury, who 
is the Pastor Co-chair, and Vice Chair Couple Morgan and Mark 
Mooney of St. Pius X Parish in Fairfield.                                  n

2024 Bishop’s Appeal from page 4

“The Tangent” hosts Father Sam Kachuba and Matt Sperrazza meet 
with Cardinal Dolan at the Veritas Gala.
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Sports: High School Round-Up
By DON HARRISON

An undefeated season in any 
sport is difficult to attain, but 
Fairfield Prep’s 2024 lacrosse team 
came close to achieving such a goal 
en route to capturing the CIAC Class 
LL state title with a 9-7 victory over 
Darien at Sacred Heart University’s 
Campus Field on June 9.

Coach Graham Niemi’s 
Jesuits, who topped GameTime’s 
final state poll, were an unblem-
ished 17-0 against Connecticut 
competition, their lone loss in 
22 games coming against New 
York power Chaminade (12-10) 
on April 6. They concluded their 
season on an 18-game win streak.

“They really played out of 
their minds today,” said Niemi, 
who succeeded Prep’s long-time 
coach, Chris Smallkais, in 2017. 
“I think the guys said, ‘I’m going 
to play the game of my life today. 
It’s my last one.’”

The Shannehan brothers pro-
vided much of the offense, as both 
senior Tim and junior Luke scored 
three goals apiece. Tim, who will 
attend Boston University in the 

Winning seasons in lacrosse and softball	
fall, earned both All-America 
and All-State honors this season, 
and, in the process, surpassed the 
Jesuits’ career scoring record with 
336 points. Dan Redgate ’16 had 
the previous high at 305.

Luke, who is also committed 
to BU, is described by Niemi as 
“an elite athlete He’s the corner-
back and wide receiver on the 
Prep football team.”

Defensively, senior George 
Hawley provided much of the 
leadership against Darien and 
was instrumental in holding 
All-American Brady Pokorny 
scoreless. Hawley, who has com-
mitted to Dartmouth—following 
a post-graduate year at Choate—
was voted to the All-American 
and All-State teams this spring.

Niemi, who spent 13 seasons 
as an assistant coach at Yale 
prior to his arrival at Prep, has 
compiled a 117-31 record across 
seven seasons as the Jesuits’ head 
coach. He also serves as assistant 
athletic director.

Another Diocese of Bridgeport 
school, St. Joseph of Trumbull, 
nearly duplicated Fairfield Prep’s 

feat but came up just short against 
Cheshire, 13-12, in the Class L 
lacrosse championship match also 
held at Sacred Heart.

Notre Dame-bound Matt 
Jeffrey scored Cheshire’s last four 
goals, rallying the top-seeded 
Rams from a one-goal deficit.

“I couldn’t be prouder of a St. 
Joe’s team that I’ve coached in 
any game,” said St. Joe’s coach 
Brendan Talbot. “Jeffrey is an 

All-American for a reason and he 
was pretty much the difference.”

St. Joe’s also excelled in two 
other CIAC state tournaments 
this spring. Both the Cadets’ soft-
ball and baseball teams advanced 
to the semi-finals in their respec-
tive divisions.

In softball, coach Jeff 
Babineau’s squad won 20 of 23 
games before coming up short 
against second-ranked Ellington, 

3-0, in the Class L semis.
On the baseball side, coach 

Jim Chaves’ St Joe’s team 
rebounded from a so-so 10-10 
season to win three straight Class 
M tournament games to reach 
the semis, where they bowed to 
top-seeded Joel Barlow, 3-1.

Two All-State selections, senior 
outfielder Jill Guilfoyle and junior 
catcher Kelsea Flanagan, were 
the focal point of the 2024 softball 
Cadets. Guilfoyle led the team with 
a .534 batting average this spring, 
lifting her career number to .471, and 
she also surpassed St. Joe’s career 
RBI record with 122. Melissa Bike 
’17 held the previous high of 100.

“Jill will be attending Rhode 
Island College, where she’ll play 
volleyball in addition to softball,” 
Babineau noted.

Flanagan batted .432 this year 
and was “excellent defensively.” 
Guilfoyle and Flanagan were 
joined on the 2024 All-FCIAC 
team by sophomore pitcher Katie 
Dzialo (17-4 W-L, 1.65 ERA, 199 
strikeouts) and freshman short-
stop Mackie Caouette.	

“Mackie, I think she made one 
error all year, and she was second 
on the team with a .442 average,” 
Babineau said.                           n

the evening with “O Salutaris,” followed by the introductory verse 
and hymn “O Radiant Light.” Vespers began with Andrews singing 
the antiphon of Psalms 123 and 124 while the congregation alterna-
tively accompanied him. The New Testament Canticle of Ephesians 
1:3-10 followed, with the voices of visitors and parishioners, old and 
young chanting before the Blessed Sacrament.

Father Von Eric Sandoval, O Carm., offered a meditation on 
the foundation of spiritual life after a reading from Galatians. 

Speaking to the congregation, he said, “God is preparing us 
for a union with him.” In desiring a relationship with all people, 
he added, God brings them through the darkest of nights as his 
passengers where “we are called to empty all senses if they are not 
helpful in bringing us to God.”

Through the darkness, Father Sandoval continued, the people 
can still see an endless light. 

“The presence of God blinds us, for the light we long for is the 
Eucharist, leading us to the light is Jesus Christ, yesterday, today, 
and tomorrow,” he said. 

Following his reflections came a meditation song by the Filipino 
Apostolate, a six-person singing group accompanied by a guitarist.

The monstrance was then incensed as the faithful stood for the 
Canticle of Mary and the Universal Prayer in which the presider prayed: 
“Let us praise God our almighty Father, who wished that Mary, his 
Son’s mother, be celebrated by each generation.” Continuing in Latin, 
the Our Father was recited in unison, with those present singing, “Pater 
noster, qui es in caelis: sanctificetur nomen tu-um.”

All knelt for the benediction and hymn of “Tantum ergo sacram-
emtum” before the final prayer and Divine Praises, with responses 
including, “Blessed be God, blessed be his Holy Name.” During 
the closing hymn of “Salve Regina,” the Blessed Sacrament was 
removed from the monstrance once again and prepared for the con-
tinuation of its journey.					         n

shepherding the Blessed 
Sacrament on the Eucharistic 
Procession to Indiana. There 
are four routes, one each 
from the east, west, north and 
south that when they meet in 
Indianapolis, form a cross on a 
map of the United States. The 
cross-country journey will cul-
minate with the 10th National 
Eucharistic Congress—the first 
in 83 years.

Father Landry said rein-
vigorating worship, one of the 
four pillars of the National 
Eucharistic Revival, is exempli-
fied in the life of Mary.

“Our Lady teaches us truly 
how to be pilgrims of the 
Eucharist,” said Father Landry 
adding that Mary shows us how 
to pray and live the Mass, how 
to unite our whole life to what 
her son is doing and wants to 
help us increase in reverence 
and our personal encounter 
with Jesus Christ.

“Mary shows us how to 
encounter her son, how to love 

the Lord,” Father Landry said. 
“The way we spell love is T-I-M-E, 
to make time for the Lord.”

Hundreds of people, including 
St. Mary parishioner Michele 
Masi, did just that.

“I took a half-day off from 
work today to be here,” Masi 
said. “I wanted to make sure I 
could make it … I think it’s very 
important for our faith,” she said, 
of the public procession with the 
Blessed Sacrament.”

The procession followed a Holy 
Hour of Adoration. As the faith-
ful left the church, some with lit 
candles, they walked along Main 
Street to Ballard Park reciting the 
Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary. 
Rose petals were tossed on the 
ground before the monstrance as it 
was carried and led the faithful to 
the park for public prayer.

“If we have faith, it makes 
it so much easier to accept the 
things that go on and happen 
in our lives and in the world,” 
Masi said. “The more faith in the 
world, the better.”

Indeed, the desire to be a 
part of something so mean-
ingful and momentous in 
the life of the Church drew 
many people to participate in 
the Eucharistic Procession in 
Ridgefield.

“The world is going in 
the wrong direction anything 
we can do to change that is 
important,” said John Carson 
of Bedford, N.Y. in reference 
to the procession bringing 
awareness to others.

“It is so impressive,” he 
said of the turnout. “It warms 
my heart.”

It touched the hearts of 
others too, as park-goers and 
other onlookers stopped to 
watch the procession and 
some inquired about what was 
happening.

“It seems very beautiful,” 
said a woman who was walk-
ing with her children in the 
park. “I love the community of 
it. I think that is missing in our 
world today.”		      n

Assumption Westport Hosts from page 7

A Joyous Time from page 6

FAIRFIELD PREP SENIORS Tim Shannehan (left) and George Hawley wear 
smiles while holding the plaque symbolizing the Jesuits’ status as 2024 CIAC 
Class LL state champions.
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Nuestra Voz
Por MARICARMEN GODOY

STAMFORD—La iglesia 
de Santa María recibió a la del-
egación de la “Peregrinación 
Eucarística Nacional”, el pasado 
21 de mayo desde las 2:30 pm 
hasta las 4 pm, donde los fieles de 
la parroquia escucharon devota-
mente las reflexiones del Padre 
Roger Landry, encargado de la 
peregrinación a nivel regional, 
quien vino desde New York con 
un grupo de voluntarios a impul-
sar el encuentro de Jesús vivo en 
la Eucaristía.

 “La Conferencia Episcopal 
de los Estados Unidos lanzó una 
campaña de renovación de amor 
a la eucaristía del pueblo cristiano 
basado en las palabras de Jesús 
en la última cena con sus dis-
cípulos cuando dijo: “Hagan esto 
en conmemoración mía’’, indicó 
el Padre Gustavo Falla, en una 
entrevista especial donde refirió 
que muchos católicos creen que 

Peregrinación eucarística llega a Connecticut
parte de la campaña de peregri-
nación nacional de la eucaristía.

La Procesión Eucarística del 
2024 en la Diócesis de Bridgeport 
fue un programa de 15 días de 
duración que incluyó múltiples 
procesiones, misas especiales, 
adoración diaria y nocturna, esta-
ciones eucarísticas con invitados 
y eventos especiales.

La Procesión Eucarística 
Diocesana comenzó en 
Bridgeport en la Iglesia Blessed 
Sacrament el domingo de 
Pentecostés el pasado 19 de mayo 
del 2024 al mediodía. Después 
le siguieron procesiones en 
Fairfield, Ridgefield, Norwalk, 
Darien, Stamford y Greenwich.

Las Procesiones Eucarísticas 
Diocesanas culminaron con una 
Misa de Acción de Gracias en 
la Universidad de Fairfield en 
la víspera de la fiesta deCorpus 
Christi, el sábado 1 de junio de 
2024 y a nivel regional terminará 
el 1 de julio en Indianápolis.      n 

Santa María, en cambio, afinaba 
detalles con sus compañeras para 
dar la bienvenida a la delegación 
de New Haven que días atrás 
salió de las iglesias de la Diócesis 
de New Haven y poco a poco se 
vino acercando a las iglesias de 
la Diócesis de Bridgeport hasta 
llegar a la iglesia de Santa María 
en Stamford.

El obispo Frank Caggiano ha 
pasado gran parte de este último 
año sentando las bases para la ren-
ovación diocesana, llamándonos 
a todos a centrarse en “El Único”, 
la única invitación a todos los 
creyentes es acercarse a Dios y 
ser acompañados en su viaje de 
fe a través de la verdad. Y tomar 
como el centro de la fe católica a 
la Eucaristía: “Jesús, verdadera-
mente presente, cuerpo, sangre, 
alma y divinidad bajo las aparien-
cias de pan y vino”, dijo el Obispo 
Caggiano, en un mensaje público 
escrito a través de las redes socia-
les para invitar a sus fieles a ser 

la hostia es solamente un símbolo 
de la iglesia y no tienen firme el 
conocimiento de que la eucaristía 
es Dios mismo y por eso que en 
todo el país se está haciendo esta 
campaña nacional de reflexión.

Durante estas reflexiones, el 
Padre Landry abordó a los niños 
santos mártires de México y la 
forma cómo el pueblo católico de 
Latinoamérica ama a la virgen 
de Guadalupe y contó que estuvo 
junto a una delegación mexicana 
en la Plaza de San Pedro en 
Roma y vivió el júbilo de ver la 
canonización de los niños már-
tires de Tlaxcala: San Cristóbal, 
Antonio y Juan; asesinados por 
odio a la fe en México entre 1527 
y 1529, quienes murieron gritan-
do: ¡“Viva Cristo Rey”!  Los tres 
niños fueron beatificados el 6 
de mayo de 1990, en la Basílica 
de Guadalupe de la Ciudad de 
México, por el Papa San Juan 
Pablo II.

Gladys Aguilar, nativa de 

Guatemala, miembro del Grupo 
de Oración de la iglesia, rezaba el 
Rosario en forma devota antes de 
que inicie la procesión eucarísti-
ca y afirmó que es parte de la 
agrupación porque cree fielmente 
que Dios está en la hostia y que 
su presencia viva es su regalo a la 
humanidad.

Mariana Panta, original del 
Ecuador, una de las líderes de 
la parroquia, y miembro del 
Ministerio de Bienvenida de 

By JOE PISANI

DANBURY—Father 
Otoniel Lizcano has a special 
devotion to St. Jose Sanchez 
del Rio, the 14-year-old 
Mexican martyr who was 
tortured and killed by the gov-
ernment in 1928 because he 
refused to renounce Christ. He 
often prays to “Joselito” for his 
intercession and guidance in 
his ministry as a priest.

It was the young martyr who 
directed him to return from 
Mexico with a relic and build 
a chapel in his honor at St. 
Joseph-St. Ladislaus Parish in 
Norwalk, which was restored by 
David Riccio, Principal of John 
Canning Co. It was the saint 
who directed Father Lizcano to 
pray over people, especially the 
sick, with the relic. And, Father 
Lizcano believes, it was the 
saint who was responsible for 
his reassignment two years ago 
to become chaplain at St. John 
Paul II Center in Danbury, 
where he came to a new under-
standing of the needs of the 
elderly and the sick.

On May 29, the 25th anni-
versary of the priest’s ordina-
tion, his coworkers, his friends 

JPII Center honors chaplain’s 25th anniversary

and his spiritual family known 
as the Cristeros, came to honor 
him as he celebrated a Mass of 
Thanksgiving.

“In less than two years that 
Father Otto has been among us, 
all our residents, staff and volun-
teers continue to be blessed with 
his presence, faithful commit-
ment and messages,” said Sister 
Frances Smalkowski, CSFN, the 
Director of Pastoral Care, who 
has been an employee of the 
center since 1984. “Regularly, we 
are treated to his prayerfulness, 
playfulness, great sense of humor, 
daily message of taking ‘one day 
at a time,’ his kindness, generosi-
ty and thoughtfulness.”

During an interview, Father 
Lizcano said, “It has been a bless-
ing for me how the Lord works 
in mysterious ways and how he 

chooses his servants, because each 
priest must receive his call from 
the Lord, and it is only through 
him and in him that we can do 
good things in this world.”

He said his work as chaplain 
has introduced him to a new 
ministry.

“I have been blessed in my 
work with the elderly and the sick 
because they are people who have 
taught me how fragile we are as 
human being and how fragile 
we are in this work, where the 
only hope we can conceive is the 
Lord,” he said.

Father Lizcano celebrated 
Mass for some 60 residents and 
friends who came to be with him 
on his anniversary, especially 
the Cristeros (soldiers of Christ), 
who are a close group of Latino 
Catholics who have a devotion to 

St. Joselito and care for the chap-
el at St. Joseph in Norwalk. 

A native of Colombia, Father 
Lizcano was ordained in 1999 at 
St. Augustine Cathedral and spent 
many years ministering to the 
Mexican and Latino communities 
in the Diocese of Bridgeport. He 
often made pilgrimages to Mexico 
to pay homage to the martyrs who 
died during the Cristero War, 
and eventually visited Sahuayo, 
the home of martyr Jose Sanchez 
del Rio. Until that time, he had 
never heard of the boy, who was 
little known outside of Mexico. 
However, in 2017, he returned to 
the diocese with a first-class relic of 
the saint, and began a mission to 
make the young martyr better know 
and create a chapel in his honor.

After his ordination, Father 
Lizcano served at St. Matthew 
Parish and St. Mary Parish in 
Norwalk, St. Gregory the Great 
Parish in Danbury and then St. 
Joseph-St. Ladislaus in Norwalk 
before being assigned to the St. 
John Paul II Center. He said his 
first year was challenging because 
it was a different kind of ministry.

“It is my thinking that com-
ing to the center was not on his 
expectation radar, and so it was a 
bit of a ‘game changer’ for him,” 

Sister Frances said. “His open-
ness to learning the ropes was 
a gift to Pat Baker, our pastoral 
administrative assistant, and me 
as we navigated what was new 
each day as a result of COVID 
and then a new ownership.”

However, Sister Frances 
recalls that when Bishop Frank 
Caggiano visited the center for 
its 40th anniversary, she asked, 
“What did we do to deserve 
him?” Because she considers 
him the “hidden treasure” of 
the center.

Baker said, “He’s just won-
derful with the residents, and 
he relates so well to them and 
knows all their names.”

Michael Flynn, who has 
volunteered there for 40 years, 
echoed that sentiment: “He’s 
a great guy. People love him 
because he’s a caring person 
and blessing to us all.”

Commenting on his ministry, 
Father Lizcano said, “We learn 
things sometimes by reading 
books, by watching movies, by 
experiences, but these people 
have taught me a lot about how 
to be a better person,” he said. 
“Being here I realize how fragile 
we are and how much we need 
to trust the Lord.”		      n
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Peregrinación eucarística llega a Connecticut
VocationsVocations

By FATHER CHRIS FORD

Who do you say that I am? 
It is perhaps one of the most 
familiar questions of the Gospel. 
But the truth is, this question 
touches far more than simply our 
understanding or belief of who 
God is. Because we are asked this 
question every day, not only by 
Jesus, but by every single person 
we encounter.

How do we see each other? As 
competition? Simply as obstacles 
to be overcome in our relentless 
pursuit of our own happiness and 
desires?

Or do we truly see each 
other as brothers and sisters? 
Not in some sentimental way, 
but because we recognize what 
it means when we say togeth-
er “Our Father.” That we are 

Priesthood: A life of love and sacrifice
speaking in one voice to the one 
who has sent his only begotten 
son that we might share his glory 
as adopted sons and daughters 
through Baptism.

Far too often in our world, we 
have found, or more accurately, 
created reasons to say someone 
else is less worthy of love and 
belonging than I am. We look at 
the color of their skin, or where 
they come from, or the language 
that they speak and say “well, 
they are not one of us”, because 
we look and we notice only what 
makes us different.

But where man only looks, 
God sees. And he sees deeper to 
what unites us all: his love. 

He is the creator of us all. He 
is the sustainer of us all. He is the 
redeemer of us all.

He came, in the person of 

Jesus Christ, to seek out human-
ity and to show to us all the face 
of love itself. He came, in the 
humility of the Manger, to wel-
come all nations in adoration. 
He came, in the teachings of his 
life to give good news to all the 
poor. He came, in the glory of 
the Cross, to draw all things to 
himself. He comes, in the power 
of the Church, to be the light to 
all nations. And he comes in the 
presence of the Eucharist to make 
us all ONE, by our Communion 
with him.

The truth is that I cannot truly 
love God without loving my 
neighbor, because my neighbor is 
yet another concrete expression 
of God’s own love. John’s first 
letter makes this clear: “The one 
who does not love his brother 
whom he has seen cannot love 

the God whom he has not seen.” 
(4:20). 

God’s loving intention cre-
ated each and every person I 
encounter, just as he created 
me. To fail to love my neigh-
bor is to fail to recognize their 
inherent worth and dignity as 
made in the image and likeness 
of God. But to open my arms, 
my heart, and my life to them, 
no matter our apparent differ-
ences, is to recognize that there 
is no place or person outside of 
God’s reach and to answer who 
we say that they are as a being 
towards whom the only proper 
response is love.

There are few more powerful 
witnesses to this than the priest-
hood. Priests are called to express 
our love for God by living a 
life of love and sacrifice for his 

people. We are called to be the 
continuation of the presence of 
Jesus Christ, the tangible sign and 
enduring witness of God’s love 
for all his people.

Let the presence of a priest in 
your life be a reminder to you 
of how deeply loved you are by 
God. And let it also urge you 
to recognize in each person you 
meet each day someone who is 
loved by the same Father.         n

Father Chris Ford

Gospel of Christ, celebrate his 
mysteries reverently and faith-
fully, and respect and obey the 
bishop and his successors.

Klein and Ukaj then lay 
prostrate on the altar while the 
faithful kneeled and prayed 
the Litany of Supplication. 
Following the Litany of 
Supplication was the Laying 
on of Hands, where the bishop 
and each of the priests present 
lays their hands upon the heads 
of each of the elect. This is an 
ancient gesture dating back 
to the Apostles themselves. 
Finally, the bishop offered the 
Prayer of Ordination, which 
invokes the Holy Spirit upon 
the candidates and completes 
the ritual of the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders.

The newly ordained were 
then vested with a stole and 
chasuble as a sign of their 
priesthood. Father David Klein 
was vested by Father Harry 
Prieto, while Father Ukaj was 
vested by Father Férry Galbert 
and Father Luis Silva.

Once vested as priests, the 
bishop anointed Father Klein 
and Father Ukaj’s hands with 
Sacred Chrism. Following the 
anointing, the gifts of bread 
and wine were presented by 
Sabrina Klein and Pashke 
Ukaj. The bishop placed the 
gifts into the hands of the 
newly ordained and mandat-

ed them to offer the oblation of 
the people of God with under-
standing and intentionality.

“The Father anointed our 
Lord Jesus Christ through the 
power of the Holy Spirit,” the 
bishop prayed as he anointed the 
men’s hands. “May Jesus pre-
serve you to sanctify the Christian 
people and to offer sacrifice to 
God.”

Closing out the rite was the 
Fraternal Kiss of Peace, offered 
to each of the newly ordained by 
the bishop and the priests present 
as a sign of welcome into the 
presbyteral fraternity.

And then came the big 
moment, when Father Klein 
and Father Ukaj were invited to 
the altar for the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist, where for the first 
time they concelebrated Mass, 
consecrating ordinary bread 
and wine into the Body and 
Blood of Christ.

At the close of the Mass, 
the bishop announced the 
parish assignments of the 
newly ordained. Father 
Klein’s first assignment 
would be at St. Peter Parish 
in Danbury, while Father 
Ukaj’s would be at St. Jude 
Parish in Monroe.

The bishop offered Father 
Klein and Father Ukaj some 
important advice for their 
priesthood.

“You don’t have a choice, 
really,” the bishop joked. “But 
allow me to offer it.”

Ordination from page 3

His advice, though offered 
in jest, was nevertheless power-
ful and meaningful.

“On the first day of your 
priestly life—which will 
endure forever—turn to the 

great Mother of God,” Bishop 
Caggiano said. “She can do what 
our prayers alone cannot do. She 
alone, among all God’s creatures, 

can stamp on the head of the 
Evil One. She will be your 
protection, she will be your 
shield and she will love you as 
only a celestial mother can, as 
your natural mothers continue 

to bless you. Always ask her 
to lead you ever more deeply 
to her Son, who is her savior, 
and ours and yours.”              n          
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